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BTEC Nationals in Children’s Play, Learning and Development
Introduction

Introduction
Ten steps to success in your BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Children’s Play, Learning and Development
BTEC Level 3 National
These Study Skills Activities have been written to help you achieve the best result possible on your BTEC Level 3 National course. At the start of a new course you may feel quite excited but also a little apprehensive. Taking a BTEC Level 3 National qualification has many benefits and is a major stepping stone towards your future career. Using these Study Skills Activities will help you get the most out of your course from the start.
Top tip

Use these activities at your own pace. Dip in to find what you need. Look back at it whenever you have a problem or query.

During induction sessions at the start of your course, your tutor will explain important information, but it can be difficult to remember everything and that’s when you will find the Study Skills Activities invaluable. Look at them whenever you want to check anything related to your course. They provide all the essential facts you need and include a Useful terms section (Sheet 13) to explain specialist terms, words and phrases, including some that you will see highlighted on other sheets in bold type.

The Study Skills Activities cover the skills you will need to do well in your course – such as managing your time, researching and analysing information and preparing a presentation.
· Use the Top tips to make your life easier as you go.

· Use the Key points to help you to stay focused on the essentials. 

· Use the Action points to check what you need to know or do now.

· Use the Case studies to relate information to your chosen sector and vocational area. 

· Use the Useful terms section to check the meaning of specialist terms.

Concentrate on getting things right one step at a time. Thousands of learners have achieved BTEC Level 3 National qualifications and are now studying for a degree, or building a successful career at work. Using these Study Skills Activities, and believing in your own abilities, will help you achieve your future goals, too.

Introduction to BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Children’s Play, Learning and Development
BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Children’s Play, Learning and Development offer you the opportunity to study a broad selection of early years related topics. They can be used to help you enter many different vocational settings. Once you have completed your studies, you will be able to apply for a wide variety of jobs. 
These may include: 

· working in children’s day nurseries

· working in schools

· working with children with learning difficulties 

· working in pre-schools

· working with children in home-based care 

· working in Children Centres. 

You may be able to gain work experience in a variety of early years settings, helping you to decide on possible future career pathways. Learners who complete the Level 3 Certificate or Level 3 Diploma, which includes 750 hours of work experience in early years settings, will be able to practise as early years educators. 

While completing your course you can expect to learn through a variety of interesting and fun methods, allowing you the chance to explore concepts in a safe and supportive environment. You may be taught through the use of videos, DVDs and interactive technology as well as more traditional classroom-based studies. You may also hear from guest speakers and visit early years settings – these are very valuable tools in adding relevant early years related material to your experience. 

Level 3 BTEC National Children’s Play, Learning and Development courses are made up of core and optional specialist units. Core units give you the opportunity to develop the skills that employers and educators within the sector consider to be essential. You will be taught how children develop and learn and about the importance of play to their overall development. Emphasis is placed on the key role that early years professionals can play in supporting children’s development in a range of areas, including the all-important areas of literacy and numeracy.
You must also develop an understanding of the importance of assessing a child’s stage of development and the role of observations in planning for children’s next steps . You will also need to explore the place of health and safety legislation in early years settings to ensure that children and their families are cared for in a safe environment. 

Personal professional development plays an important role within academic study, particularly in Children’s Play, Learning and Development. You will be encouraged to explore your own development over the two years of study, considering personal learning styles and theories of reflection. You will begin to explore your own developmental needs, ultimately making you a better practitioner. 

BTEC National courses are awarded UCAS points, which can be used to apply for university courses. You may consider university courses such as: 

· primary school teaching

· children’s nursing

· paramedic training

· medical technician training 

· midwifery 

· nursing children with physical, mental or learning difficulties.

Whatever the route or eventual outcome, Level 3 BTEC National Children’s Play, Learning and Development learnres can be assured of a varied and interesting programme of study, leading to a satisfying and worthwhile career where caring for children is the main focus.
Skills for your sector 

Children’s Play, Development and Learning students have the opportunity to develop a wealth of skills that will help them in their studies and in the workplace. You have the dual task of developing skills to aid your course studies as well as those to work within the early years sector. You will need an inquisitive mind and the desire to continue learning throughout your working life. The child care sector is constantly changing and evolving to incorporate new methods of care, assessment, planning and learning.

Vocational skills

Learners on Children’s Play, Development and Learning courses undoubtedly have a real desire to work with children and their families, but this is not enough on its own to let you become an effective early years professional. Beyond having the desire to work with children and their families, you need to be professional and able to distance yourself from difficult and sometimes distressing emotions. 

This may seem cold and cruel, but being a good early years professional is also about being able to make decisions based on knowledge and information, while not being persuaded or influenced by personal beliefs. Learners must understand the need to act professionally and conduct themselves in a professional manner, abiding by codes of conduct and ethics that govern early years professionals, irrespective of their own personal emotions and beliefs. At the same time, you must be able to empathise with children and their families and understand the situation they may find themselves in.

Communication skills

Effective communication is very important in Children’s Play, Learning and Development. With good communication skills, learners will be able to help support children and their families in many ways. You will need to develop new skills tailored to the workplaces in which you may find yourself working. These may be anything from planning suitable play and learning activities to advising parents on weaning. A positive attitude and pleasant demeanour are vital in building rapport and establishing a level of mutual trust with children and their families or carers and other early years professionals.

Effective communication involves learning a fine balance between when to listen and when to talk. It is a skill only developed with practice. Interpersonal communication skills include such things as having a good attitude to work, interacting with others, working well with people from different cultures and backgrounds, being able to set and achieve goals, having good common sense, solving problems, and making good and quick decisions.  

Practical skills

Every job within the early years sector will have its own set of practical skills that learners will need to develop in order to effectively fulfil their role. For example, a nursery practitioner will learn how to assess children’s development in order to plan and implement suitable play and learning activities for children. A childminder or nanny will need to plan and prepare meals and snacks.  Practical skills are usually learned in the workplace or in specially designed learning environments that simulate the workplace.

BTEC National Children’s Play, Learning and Development learners have the unique opportunity to develop practical skills while on their work placements: skills as simple as being able to make up infant formula correctly will ensure that a baby is getting the correct amount of nutrition in each feed, which is vital for healthy growth and development. Practical skills form the basis of any early years profession, but they take time to develop and practise. 

Study skills 

To become an effective learner and achieve the best from your course, you will need to become an independent thinker and develop strategies to manage your time effectively, ensuring that you are able to meet assignment deadlines. 

Listening skills
One of the most important skills that learners require to study effectively is listening. Since most information is delivered through taught sessions, DVDs, videos and tutorials, it is imperative that you learn to listen. When you listen properly, you are not only hearing what is being said but also processing what it means. Learners need to pay attention to their teachers – not only to the words they speak but also to the thoughts and messages they convey. You need to identify the main idea or concept being addressed. This involves listening for explanations, descriptions and clarifications – not just hearing words but listening to their meaning.

You will need to develop skills in note taking, learning to jot down what is important and not trying to record everything that is being said. It is important to be selective in your choice of material, recording what is relevant to the topic being explored. Learners who find listening difficult often find it hard to concentrate as well. Try to remove all distracting thoughts, temporarily forgetting about any personal problems and home life, so you can focus on your studies. 

Preparing written work

On BTEC Level 3 BTEC Children’s Play, Learning and Development courses you will be required to submit coursework in the form of assignments. Make sure that you involve your teachers when planning assignments, asking for help and advice where necessary. If you are given a choice of topics, choose something that interests you, as this will ensure that you put in the effort necessary to get a good grade. 

Good assignment presentation is essential to achieve a good grade. Teaching staff will guide you on how to present your coursework. This may include a front cover, contents list, introduction, evaluation and reference list. Some assignments may even be submitted as videos and recordings. In this case, students will need to develop the skills necessary to produce their work in the desired format. 

When preparing to submit work, following these guidelines may be helpful.

· The material selected is relevant.

· Information is gathered from a variety of sources.

· Information is accurate and from a suitable source.

· Any images included are relevant and support the written work.

· Written work is presented in a clear and legible manner.

· Spelling, punctuation and grammar have been checked. 

· All quotes and researched work must be correctly cited and referenced.
Using research

Using relevant research is very important to support ideas and discussion points. It is a skill you will need to develop to succeed in higher education. You can gather information from primary resources, such as conducting interviews, surveys and questionnaires. Once the information is collected, you will need to analyse the findings and decide which information is relevant to the assignment. All too often pieces of research are added to assignments for no good reason. You will need to develop the skills necessary to be selective with the information you choose to use in an assignment.

The Internet, books, newspapers, magazines and statistics offer important secondary sources, which you can reference within your assignments. You will need to develop the skills necessary to reference the information you choose to add to your work. Information should be referenced in the text and listed as a supplementary bibliography. Teachers will guide you in the use of appropriate reference methods. 

Working in a team

As well as working independently, you will get the opportunity to work in small groups or as part of a team, both in your centre and during your work experience. You will need to develop the skills necessary to communicate one-to-one and in group settings, as effective communication is very important in the early years sector. When working in a team, you must be able to do the following:

· Give and receive feedback from peers and other team members.

· Acknowledge and appreciate others’ skills, experiences and contributions.

· Listen to and acknowledge the feelings and concerns of others.

· State personal opinions even if the team may not agree with them.

· Listen patiently.

· Talk in a non-threatening manner.

· Support group decisions even if you do not agree with them.

· Share information.

· Check that others understand your meaning.

· Negotiate to achieve a desired outcome. 

You will need to be able to prove to employers that you have the skills to work independently and within a team.
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