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Introduction
This report has been written by the lead examiner for the BTEC Child
Development unit. It is designed to help you understand how learners
performed overall in the exam. For each question, there is a brief analysis
of learner responses. You will also find Level 3 Pass and Distinction learner
responses. We hope this will help you to prepare your learners for future
examination series.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on
this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Grade

Unclassified

Boundary
Mark

0

Pass
34

Level 3
Merit
45

Distinction
56

General Comments on Exam
This was the second window for the external assessment to be sat for the
Level 3 CPLD qualification. The observations made will provide centres with
additional guidance and insight for the future delivery of the programme,
and in particular, Unit 1.
It is pleasing to report that many centres have taken on board the
comments in the Lead Examiner Report from last series, and have made
use of other available support material such as the sample distinction grade
paper.
On the whole, learners who sat the January 2014 paper responded well to
the case study in section 1 and were able to extract relevant information to
address the question. However, as in the previous series, this was seen to
be more successful where there was no requirement for theories to be
addressed.
Some centres are to be highly commended for full coverage of the
specification which enabled their learners to access all aspects of the paper.
It is important to note, that in section 1 all questions relate to the case
study and therefore all responses by learners should also be applied.
Centres may wish to note the following observations which relate to each
item and which should be used as guidance in future series.

Question 1

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A

Most learners were able to identify two physical differences between the
twins correctly to gain the maximum two marks for the question.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 2

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A

The question was well answered overall. The question command verb was
describe with learners gaining two marks for choosing two relevant factors
from the case study and another two marks for providing a brief description
of how the factors influenced social development. Most of the responses
were positive although some well thought through responses describing how
the factor negatively affected socialisation were also noted and credited.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 3

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A

Learners were required to identify two factors from the case study which
indicated that fine motor skills were developing normally for a seven year
old. Whilst it was apparent that most learners could distinguish between
fine and gross motor skills, it was not always the case that they could relate
the responses to the age of the subject and as a consequence some marks
were lost.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 4
4a

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A

Responses required are indicative and age related. Most learners
demonstrated understanding of cognitive development and as a
consequence provided two correct examples, which indicated that they
understood the different types of development and could apply their
knowledge. On the whole, the short questions were answered well, with
strong evidence that learners were using the case study to apply their
knowledge to provide appropriate responses to the questions.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

4b

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B

This is the first question on the paper which demands the application of
theoretical knowledge. The question was completed well with a good
number of learners demonstrating understanding of Vygotsky’s theory. A
significant number of learners attempted to provide too much information
and as a consequence spent too much time answering a 4 mark question. It
is most important that centres ensure that their learners understand the
format of the exam paper and that the number after each question as well
as the number of lines provided is an indication of the maximum number of
marks that they can be awarded for their response to the question.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 5

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B/C

This is the first discussion question on the paper and was worth a total of
eight marks. Such questions are designed to test knowledge as specified in
Learning Aim B: Understand theories and models of development and how
they relate to aspects of children’s development. In general, learner
responses were poor with the majority not being able to demonstrate any
knowledge of Bruner’s theory beyond scaffolding. Others mentioned the
three stages but failed to apply them to the question of how practitioners
could use them to encourage Tammy’s cognitive development. A fair
number of learners used examples relating to the child’s mother, for which
they unfortunately could not be credited as the question clearly states
practitioners. Centres may wish to consider using case studies as a teaching
tool to enable their learners to practice applying their theoretical knowledge
to a given situation as this will accustom learners to responding to applied
questions.
(Examples start from next page)

Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 6

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B/C

Most learners attempted this question with many citing appropriate
theories. However, there were a substantial number of learners who
attempted to use inappropriate theorists and their theories. It is pleasing to
note that a fair number of learners accessed Level 3 on this question as
they were able to name two or more relevant theorists, briefly explain the
theories and apply them to the case study. Unfortunately, there were also
learners who attempted to use Piaget, Bruner and Vygotsky for which they
were not credited. Other learners wrote a substantial amount on
experiments which had been carried out such as Skinner’s rats experiment
and Bandura’s bobo doll without applying the theories to the question, as a
consequence they were highly unlikely to be able to access marks above
Level 1. There are still a few learners who are not naming the theories and
as a consequence fail to access any marks.
(Examples start from next page)

Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 7

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B

This question addresses Learning Aim B in the specification and concerns
Piaget and Athey. Overall, the responses were poor and clearly indicated
that a majority of learners do not have the theoretical knowledge necessary
to successfully attempt such questions. Furthermore, a number of learners
did not attempt it at all. Others tried to use information from within the case
study but could not apply it to the theorists. The majority of learners who
did acquire marks tended to remain in the Level 1 band and acquired one or
two marks for a brief explanation of a few generic points relating to either
or both of the theories required. A small number of learners were
conversant with either or both of the theories and could apply the
appropriate stages to the case study, these learners were appropriately
rewarded. It is most important that centres ensure their learners are fully
aware of and can apply the theories cited in the specification to ensure that
they can access merit and distinction grades.
(Examples start from next page)

Pass example:

Distinction (borderline) example:

Question 8
8a

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B

A good number of learners could demonstrate brief knowledge of
Bronfenbrenner’s theory of human development and as a consequence
scored the full four marks. As a general point, it is important that learners
provide a brief summary when the command verb is outline. Also as
previously mentioned in relation to 4b, learners should note the maximum
amount of marks which can be awarded. The teaching of exam technique is
strongly advocated to ensure that learners can demonstrate their
knowledge appropriately within the external test.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

8b

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim C

It is apparent that most learners did not read the question which related to
how practitioners could use the theory and as consequence learners failed
to be able to apply Bronfenbrenner’s theory to the question. A general lack
of understanding and inability to use the theory to encourage emotional
development was noted by examiners. Once again, centre use of case
studies would enable learners to practice the application of theoretical
concepts to a vocational case study.
Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 9

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim C

This question addresses Learning Aim C: Be able to apply theories and
models of child development to support children’s development. It is
apparent that the overwhelming majority of learners have little knowledge,
if any, of Erikson’s theory. In general, the responses were extremely poor
or the question not attempted. Those learners that did provide a response
tended to state one or two of the stages but failed to develop their
responses as to how the theory could be used. As stated earlier it is most
important that learners are familiar with all the theories cited within the
specification.
Pass example:

Question 10

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim D

The penultimate question on the paper concerned divorce and its effect on
child development. The quality of responses was extremely varied;
however, the majority of learners did attempt to address most areas of
development. Responses from less able learners tended to be generic and
did not provide sufficient links to divorce to warrant being placed in a higher
mark band than Level 1. At the other end of the spectrum some excellent
responses were seen by examiners which provided clear links to divorce as
well as covering positive and negative aspects, such responses were well
thought through and clearly demonstrated understanding and were
rewarded accordingly.
(Examples start from next page)

Pass example:

Distinction example:

Question 11

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim E

Responses in general tended to be weak and superficial, with some learners
addressing abuse in general, as opposed to relating it to a six year old as
the question demanded. Others brought in theories and attempted to apply
them, it is extremely important that centres note that it will be clearly
stated within the question if knowledge of specific theories is required.
Some learners did not relate the question to the age of the child and as a
consequence, tended to include irrelevant points. The overwhelming
majority of responses tended to lack any discussion which was required for
Level 3. It is recommended that centres use practice case studies to
encourage their learners to focus their knowledge on aspects of Learning
aims D and E within the unit content of the specification.
(Examples start from next page)

Pass example:

Distinction example:
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