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This exemplar script has been constructed using several distinction level scripts received
during the summer 2013 series. The purpose of this document is to aid centres in
preparing their candidates for future examination series. This document should be
viewed alongside the summer 2013 mark scheme available on the NQF CPLD subject
page on the Edexcel website.
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/btec-nat-cpld/Pages/extassess%E2%80%93resultssupport.aspx
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Section 1 relates to the case study. Responses should include elements of the case study
within it to show understanding and to gain marks. We have included the mark scheme
in this to show what responses are being marked against
1

This candidate has been awarded four marks.
Two pre- natal factors are credited as is the effect on physical development. One
mark has been awarded for the factor which could either be the mother being
overweight or having high blood pressure. The final mark has been awarded for
the mention of holistic in relation to development. (4 marks)

Q02

03
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2

This candidate has included ‘skills’ and ‘knowledge’ in their response, therefore
has been awarded one mark. The term ‘which children gain’ being granted the
final mark. The definition is clear and demonstrates good understanding. (2
marks)

3

This candidate has achieved one mark for including jigsaws in one of their
response, which is in the case study. No marks have been awarded for ‘draw a
vertical line’ as the correct response should have been ’copy a vertical line’, which
meets the developmental norms in accordance with Zara’s age range. (1 mark)

4

a) This candidate has been given one mark as the implication of putting two to
three words together is present and the final mark has been given for
communicating through crying and hitting. (2 marks)
b) This candidate has included two factors stated in the mark scheme (i.e innate
language and critical period). The candidate has been awarded one mark for
each (2 marks)
c) This candidate has received one mark has been awarded for communicating
with adults and a second mark for singing nursery rhymes. The responses are
appropriate and demonstrate how Chomsky’s theory has been applied. (2 marks)
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5

This candidate has demonstrated a good understanding of this theory. The theory
is then appropriately applied to the scenario and accurate examples are given as
to how practitioners can use it to help Zara. The response is placed at level 3 on
the mark scheme as it demonstrates a detailed understanding of the theory and
has included a number of appropriate examples of how it can be used and applied
by practitioners in relation to Zara’s development. (8 marks)
Extract from mark scheme
Level 0

No relevant material.

0

Level 1

Identifies some relevant interaction and may give some limited
explanation of developmental implications or shows limited
understanding of Bronfenbrenner’s theory and does not relate
it to Zara. The answer may lack precision or detail.

1-3

Level 2

Identifies relevant interactions and gives an explanation of
developmental implications. Gives a general understanding of
Bronfenbrenner’s theory and makes links between the theory
and Zara’s development opportunities.

4-6

Level 3

Gives a reasoned discussion of Zara’s interactions and explains
the developmental implications. Shows a detailed
understanding of Bronfenbrenner’s theory making clear links to
Zara’s development. Shows an understanding that a
combination of interactions affect Zara’s development
opportunities.

7-8

6

The question requires the candidate to select relevant theories which can be used
to support Adam’s self- esteem. The use of the word theories indicates that more
than one theory is required.
In this case the candidate has demonstrated a good understanding of two
appropriate theories and has applied them to the case study. The response
discusses Adam’s emotional development to support his self- esteem by using a
combination of approaches. The work meets the requirement to be assessed as
level 3 within the level indicators within the mark scheme. (8 marks)

Extract from mark scheme
Level 0

No relevant material.

0

Level 1

No marks awarded if both theory and theorist are not correctly
mentioned. Identifies some relevant factors that may affect
Adam’s self-esteem. Gives limited examples of approaches to
support emotional development. Very limited links of how
approaches relate to theories or one theory considered. The
answer may lack precision or detail.

1-3

Level 2

Identifies relevant factors that may affect Adam’s self-esteem.
Gives examples of some appropriate approaches to support
emotional development. Makes some links to relevant theories.

4-6

Level 3

Discusses Adam’s emotional development to support his selfesteem. Relevant examples of approaches are explained in
relation to theories. Explains that a combination of approaches
may be needed.

7-8

7

This candidate has demonstrated accurate understanding of both theories and
has provided a balanced discussion. The theories are linked to Adam’s
development. Furthermore, both the correct stages, in relation to Piaget and
mode of representation, and in relation to Bruner’s theory have been
appropriately identified and discussed in relation to Adam’s development within
this response. The response meets all aspects of level 3 within the level
indicators of the mark scheme and has been awarded full marks by the examiner.
(10 marks)
Extract from mark scheme

Level 0

No relevant material.

0

Level 1

Answers may identify Adam’s stage of cognitive development or
show limited knowledge of aspects of cognitive development
theory. There is limited use of appropriate examples from the
case study of how the theories apply to Adam’s development. The
answer may lack precision or detail.

1-4

Level 2

Answers will identify Adam’s stage of cognitive development and
show some knowledge of how aspects of cognitive development
theory are relevant to Adam. Focus is mainly on one theorist and
hence one key approach. There is some use of appropriate
examples from the case study and the extent to which the
theories apply to his development.

5-7

Level 3

Answers show accurate understanding of both theories and
approaches and the extent to which these are relevant to Adam’s
cognitive development, using appropriate examples from the case
study. Learners present a balanced view and identify how Adam
meets normative milestones for cognitive development in relation
to the theorists.

8-10
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Section 2 – All questions must be answered
8

This is an identification question; this candidate has referred to an orderly
sequence and development starting at the head with implication that this refers
to physical factors. This meets the requirements of the mark scheme and
therefore has been awarded both marks. (2 marks)

9

a) This candidate has provided a full response in relation to the theory. The
candidate clearly demonstrates both understanding of the theory and the
response has the required depth to achieve full marks. (4 marks)
b) Although this candidate has not mentioned the term ‘computer functions’, it is
quite clear that they possess a clear understanding of information processing
theory, this is reinforced by the selection of words used within the response i.e.
‘encoding’, ‘processing’ and reference to ‘memory’ . The response clearly meets
the requirements of the question and full marks have been awarded. (2 marks)

10 This candidate provides excellent explanations of how education can promote all
aspects of development. The response is mainly positive, but also includes
negative aspects such as bullying. This response is then developed to include
other factors such as poverty and disability which are factors seen to affect
education.
This response has been placed at a level 3 grade within the level indicators by the
examiner as it provides good coverage of the ways in which education can affect
development. This is then discussed using a range of other factors which can
affect education. The answer is well balanced, succinct, which clearly
demonstrates the candidate understanding of the requirements of the question
and provides appropriate coverage of a number of factors. This is an excellent
response and has been awarded full marks. (12 marks)
Extract from mark scheme
Level 0

No relevant material.

0

Level 1

A few ways in which education may affect the development of
children identified or one way described in some detail. The
answer could be in the form of a list. Only one viewpoint i.e.
positive effect of education on development considered. Points
made will be superficial/generic.

1-4

Level 2

Some ways in which education may affect the development of
children identified or a few key ways described. Consideration of
positive and/or negative effects of education on development
and mitigating factors but there will be more emphasis on one of
them.

5-8

Level 3

A range of ways in which education may affect the development
of children or a few ways explained in depth. All sides of the
case are considered and the answer is well balanced and
coverage of more than one educational factor is considered. Will
probably explain that a range of factors affect a child’s
development.

9-12

11 a) This candidate provides a short introduction which demonstrates that they fully
understand the requirements of the question. Both negative and positive aspects
are then discussed which clearly relates to Dan’s social development. The
candidate has responded appropriately to the question, the response is well
balanced.
The candidate states their points, which are then developed and clearly related to
how being gifted affects social development. This is an excellent response and
has meets all the requirements to be placed within level 3 on the mark scheme.
(12 marks)
Extract from mark scheme
Level 0

No rewardable material.

0

Level 1

A few ways identified in which being ‘gifted’ may affect social
development or one way described in some detail. The answer
could be in the form of a list. Points made will be
superficial/generic.

1-4

Level 2

Some ways described in which being ‘gifted’ may affect social
development. Consideration of both positive and/or negative
implications will be made but there will be more emphasis on
one of them. The answer is unbalanced.

5-8

Level 3

A range of ways discussed in which being ‘gifted’ may affect
social development. Several implications are considered and the
answer is well balanced with both positive and negative factors.

9-12
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b) This candidate discusses three appropriate theories which can be applied to
support holistic development. The candidate attempts to apply the theories to
holistic development. The work is clearly applied to Dan and being gifted,
therefore application is present. The candidate has demonstrated understanding
of the theories and how they can inform approaches to support development.
The examiner has placed the work at level 3 within the mark scheme and
awarded 7 marks as although all the criteria for level 3 have been clearly met,
coverage of Piaget is slightly below the full mark range as there is limited
reference to a number of approaches required. (7 marks)
Extract from mark scheme
Level 0

No rewardable material.

0

Level 1

One named theory and theorist identified. The answer may be in
the form of a list. Limited relationship made as to how theories
inform approaches to supporting development. Points made will
be superficial/generic.

1-3

Level 2

Approaches are linked to theories and theorists, but description
may be superficial. There is an acceptance that a combination of
approaches may be needed, but this is not explicit.

4-6

Level 3

Detailed understanding of how theories and theorists inform
approaches to supporting development. Discussion may include
a conclusion that a combination of approaches may be needed.

7-8
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