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In preparation for the teaching and as a part of the on-going support 
that we offer to our centres, we have developed these support 
materials to help you better understand the application of BTEC 
Nationals Level 3 in Art & Design. 

The following learner work has been prepared as guidance for centres 
and learners. It can be used as a helpful tool when teaching and 
preparing for external units. 

The SMLW includes examples of actual submissions of unedited 
learners’ work, accompanied with examiner commentaries and marks 
awarded based on the learners responses. 

You will need to refer to the appropriate specification and past 
externally set tasks alongside these sample materials.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/art-and-design-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/art-and-design-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExternal-assessments
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Assessment guidance & grids
General Marking Guidance
• All learners must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark thefirst learner in exactly the same way as they mark the last.

• Marking grids should be applied positively. Learners must be rewarded forwhat they have shown they can do rather than penalised for
omissions.

• Examiners should mark according to the marking grid not according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.

• All marks on the marking grid should be used appropriately.

• All the marks on the marking grid are designed to be awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if deserved. Examiners should
also be prepared to award zero marks if the learner’s response is not rewardable according to the marking grid.

• Where judgment is required, a marking grid will provide the principles bywhich marks will be awarded.

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the marking grid toa learner’s response, a senior examiner should be
consulted.

Specific marking Guidance
• The marking grids have been designed to assess learner work holistically. Rows within the grids identify the assessment focus/outcome 

being targeted. When using a marking grid, the ‘best fit’ approach should be used.

• Examiners should first make a holistic judgement on which band most closely matches the learner response and place it within that 
band. Learners will be placed in the band that best describes their answer.

• The mark awarded within the band will be decided based on the quality of the answer in response to the assessment focus/outcome and 
will be modified according to how securely all bullet points are displayed at that band.

• Marks will be awarded towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how they have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet 
points.
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Assessment Objectives  Mark 
Awarded

AO1: Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a theme Out of 10

AO2: Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice Out of 9

AO3: Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions Out of 8

AO4: Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process Out of 9

AO5: Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process Out of 12

AO6: Demonstrate an ability to present work  which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice Out of 12

TOTAL Out of 60
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Level Mark AO1:  Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a theme 

0 0 No rewardable material. 

1 1–2
• Basic description of ideas with limited connections made to the theme 
• Basic selection and use of sources and practical exploration to generate ideas 
• Superficial initial ideas which are tentatively connected to the theme 

2 3–5
• Competent explanation of ideas with generally sound connections made to the theme  
• Partially relevant selection and use of sources and initial practical exploration to generate ideas 
• Sound initial ideas which are partially connected to the theme 

3 6–8
• Confident explanation of ideas with cohesive connections made to the theme 
• Relevant selection and use of sources and initial practical exploration to generate ideas 
• Effective initial ideas which are pertinent to the theme 

4 9-10
• Comprehensive explanation of ideas with insightful connections made to the theme 
• Perceptive selection and use of sources and initial practical exploration to generate ideas 
• Fluent and creative initial ideas which insightfully engage with the theme 
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Level Mark AO2:  Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice

0 0 No rewardable material. 

1 1–3
• Basic exploration of contextual sources which tentatively inform ideas 
• Basic understanding of contextual sources demonstrated
• Basic application of contextual understanding to own work and practice

2 4–6
• Effective exploration of contextual sources which clearly inform own ideas 
• Competent understanding of contextual sources  and trends demonstrated
• Effective application of contextual understanding to own work and practice

3 7–9
• Focused and comprehensive exploration of contextual sources which fully inform own ideas 
• Perceptive understanding of contextual sources demonstrated  
• Fluent application of contextual understanding to own work and practice 
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Level Mark AO3:  Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions

0 0 No rewardable material.

1 1–2 • Basic exploration of materials, techniques and processes
• Basic exploration which is partially relevant to creative intentions

2 3–5 • Competent and focused exploration of materials, techniques and processes
• Effective exploration which is relevant to creative intentions

3 6–8 • Comprehensive and fluent exploration of materials, techniques and processes
• Fluent exploration which is comprehensively relevant to creative intentions
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Level Mark AO4:  Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the development 
process 

0 0 No rewardable material. 

1 1–3

• An inconsistent process of review is applied through some of the development
• Review process tentatively used to make basic choices, leading to limited refinement and development of work and 

ideas
• Basic description of choices made in relation to intentions

2 4–6

• An competent process of review is applied throughout the development
• Review process used competently to make effective choices, leading to coherent refinement and development of 

work and ideas
• Coherent explanation of choices made in relation to intentions 

3 7–9

• A comprehensive process of review is sustained throughout the development
• Review process used fluently to make perceptive choices, leading to comprehensive refinement and development 

of work and ideas
• Exceptional and reasoned explanation of choices made in relation to intention 
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Level Mark AO5:  Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process 

0 0 No rewardable material. 

1 1–3

• Basic ability to bring together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome  
• Limited achievement of intentions, demonstrating basic ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process 
• Basic interpretation of theme communicated through final realisation
• Basic application of chosen materials, techniques and processes 

2 4–6

• Competent ability to bring together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome 
• Intentions are partially achieved, demonstrating adequate ability to plan and carry out an effective creative 

process
• Adequate interpretation of theme communicated through final outcome
• Competent application of chosen materials, techniques and processes 

3 7–9

• Confident ability to bring together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome 
• Intentions are mostly achieved, demonstrating confident ability to plan and carry out an effective creative 

process  
• Thoughtful interpretation of theme communicated through final realisation
• Effective application of chosen materials, techniques and processes 

4 10–12

• Fluent ability to bring together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome 
• Intentions are fully achieved, demonstrating fluent ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process  
• Creative and individual interpretation of theme communicated through final outcome
• Sophisticated application of chosen materials, techniques and processes
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Level Mark AO6:  Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice 

0 0 No rewardable material. 

1 1–3

• Limited understanding of professional practice demonstrated through refinement, clarity and adherence to set 
parameters of presentation

• Basic presentation format and style which is arbitrary to the nature of work
• Basic use of presentation structure demonstrating limited ability to engage the viewer and show clear 

development of work and ideas
• Inconsistent and simplistic use of written communication including spelling, grammar and subject specific 

terminology

2 4–6

• Competent understanding of professional practice demonstrated through refinement, clarity and adherence to 
set parameters of presentation

• Adequate presentation format and style which is generally suitable to the nature of work
• Competent use of presentation structure demonstrating adequate ability to engage the viewer and show clear 

development of work and ideas
• Generally accurate and coherent use of written communication including spelling, grammar and subject specific 

terminology

3 7–9

• Comprehensive understanding of professional practice demonstrated through refinement, clarity and adherence 
to set parameters of presentation

• Effective presentation format and style which is cohesive with the nature of work
• Proficient use of presentation structure demonstrating confident ability to engage the viewer and show clear 

development of work and ideas
• Confident use of written communication including spelling, grammar and subject specific terminology 

4 10–12

• Sophisticated understanding of professional practice demonstrated through refinement, clarity and adherence to 
set parameters of presentation

• Effective presentation format and style which enhances the strengths and qualities of work
• Sophisticated use of presentation structure demonstrating accomplished ability to engage the viewer and show 

clear development of work and ideas
• Accurate and accomplished use of written communication including spelling, grammar and subject specific 

terminology  
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Learner 1

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 3

Three marks out of ten places the learner in the bottom of mark band 2. There is competent explanation of ideas and relevant 
selection and use of sources to start initial practical exploration. The initial idea of ‘night and day’ although connected to the 
theme does not fully explore the possibilities of ‘duality’ and limits additional marks in this assessment objective.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 3

Three marks out of nine places the learner in the top of mark band 1. Unfortunately, there is not enough information to award 
above a basic connection to contextual sources. However, the selection of artists documented are pertinent to the work 
produced and allow the learner to achieve the top of this mark band.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 5

Five marks out of eight places the learner in top of mark band 2. There is a competent and focused exploration of textile 
techniques and processes, which is relevant to creative intentions, initial painting and drawing studies also support later 
development.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 4

Four marks out of nine places the learner in bottom of mark band 2. A competent process of review is documented through 
the portfolio; however the learner fails to make sufficient use of the development process to improve their final 
outcomes. Unfortunately, the written commentary does not go beyond a description of the development process to support 
higher marks in this assessment objective.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 4

Four marks out of twelve places the learner in the bottom of mark band 2. The learner has demonstrated a competent ability to 
bring together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome. And there is a competent application of chosen 
materials, techniques and processes documented in the portfolio. The interpretation of the theme is a bit literal and has 
prevented the candidate gaining higher marks in this area.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 5

Five marks out of twelve places the learner firmly in mark band 2. The learner has produced an adequate presentation format 
and style, which is generally suitable to the nature of work. The presentation structure is competent and demonstrates an 
adequate ability to engage the viewer.

Total mark (60) 24
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Learner 2

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 6

Six marks out of ten places the candidate at the bottom of mark band 3. There is a confident explanation of ideas and cohesive 
connections made to the theme. There is a relevant selection of sources and effective initial ideas pertinent to the theme. 
However the initial practical exploration to generate ideas limits mark in this band.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 5

Five out of nine places the learner firmly in mark band 2. There is an effective exploration of contextual sources such as the 
poem by Wilfred Owen and the images of injured veterans which clearly informs ideas, and an effective application of contextual 
understanding to own work.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 4

Four marks out of eight places the learner into the middle of band 2. The exploration of materials and techniques is focused and
relevant to creative intentions.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 4

Four out of nine places the learner at the bottom of mark band 2 the explanation of choices in relation to intentions is coherent 
and competent however some of the opportunities in terms of refining the physical outcomes appear to have been missed.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 4

Four out of twelve places the learner at the bottom of mark band 2. Intentions are partially achieved and there is a competent 
ability to bring together conceptual elements which is beyond basic. However the technical aspects of the final outcome are 
limiting this learner.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 4

Four out of twelve places the learner at the bottom of mark band 2. The presentation is competent and coherent in 
demonstrating the development and realisation of the final outcome. However there are basic characteristics evident in the 
photographic images used to demonstrate the development.

Total mark (60) 27
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Learner 3

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 4

Four marks out of ten puts the learner firmly in mark band 2 there is a competent explanation of ideas demonstrated through 
the portfolio with a sound connection to the theme. The sources of inspiration are partially relevant to the final idea although
some experiments and research seems unconnected with the outcome.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 4

Four marks out of nine places the learner at the bottom of mark band 2. The artists research for the project is fairly 
basic however, further contextual sources, which is used to inform ideas, such as the learner’s connection to kickboxing and 
inspiration from magazine layouts, is effective.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 4

Four marks out of eight places the learner firmly in mark band 2. There is evidence of a competent and focussed exploration of 
materials, techniques and processes, such as the use of Photoshop and InDesign in the creation of the final magazine layout and 
illustrations.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 5

Five marks out of nine place the learner firmly in mark band 2. The portfolio illustrates a competent development process from 
inception to final product. The learner has made effective choices in refining and developing their work and ideas.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 5

Five out of twelve places the learner firmly in mark band 2. The portfolio shows a competent ability to bring together technical
and conceptual elements into a final outcome. Intentions are partially achieved, there is an adequate interpretation of the 
theme of duality.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 6

Six out of twelve places the learner at the top of mark band 2. The portfolio demonstrates a competent understanding of 
professional practice, there are emerging traits of an effective presentation as the portfolio builds and shows the development 
of the project.

Total mark (60) 28
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Learner 4

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 7

Seven marks out of ten places the learner firmly in mark band 3. There is a confident explanation of ideas related to duality and 
femininity and a relevant selection and use of sources to generate ideas. The ideas are effective and pertinent to the theme.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 5

Five marks out of nine places the learner firmly in mark band 2. There is an effective exploration of contextual sources which 
clearly inform own ideas and a competent understanding of contextual sources is demonstrated through visual analysis within 
the portfolio and annotation of articles. To gain more marks the learner would have been well advised to extend their search 
beyond Wikipedia to inform their understanding of the wider debate.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 4

Four marks out of eight places the learner firmly in mark band 2. There is a competent and focused exploration of materials, 
techniques and processes which are relevant to creative intentions. A number of photoshoots and experiments with effects in 
Photoshop are documented throughout the portfolio.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 5

Five marks out of nine places the learner firmly in mark band 2. A competent process of review is applied throughout the 
development. The review process allows the learner to make effective choices which are coherent and in keeping with the 
development of work and ideas. A deeper analysis of the learners own work and how it could be made more pertinent, during 
the development would of helped to refine the final outcome and improved marks in this area.



7171

AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 6

Six marks out of twelve places the learner at the top of mark band 2. The learner has demonstrated a competent ability to bring 
together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome and shows traits of confident and thoughtful interpretation of 
the theme. However, issues with photography and corrupt files may have impeded the learners’ abilities to produce more 
dynamic images relating to the theme and have limited them from achieving higher marks in this assessment objective.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 7

Seven marks out of twelve places the learner at the bottom in mark band 3. The learner has produced an effective presentation 
which is cohesive with the nature of the work. However, in the final commentary where the learner explains that they have lost 
images which may have been better for the assessment (although this may be truthful) is not consistent with professional 
practice.

Total mark (60) 34
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Learner 5

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 6

Six marks out of ten places the learner in the bottom of mark band 3. The learner has demonstrated effective initial ideas which
are pertinent to the theme, using the vision of different animals as a starting point for viewing different types of realities. 
Although the idea is effective the explanation could be better expressed to give the candidate more marks in this area.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 6

Six marks out of nine places the learner in the top of mark band 2. There is an effective exploration of contextual sources 
through the artists’ researched and wider research into the vision of various animals.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 5

Five marks out of eight places the learner in the top of mark band 2. There is a competent and focussed exploration of 
photographic materials, techniques and processes which is relevant to the learners’ creative intentions. The learners’ exploration 
of Photoshop techniques shows traits of fluent exploration and has allowed the learner to achieve an extra mark in this area.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 5

Five marks out of nine places the learner firmly in mark band 2. A competent process of review has been applied throughout the 
development and this is evidenced through the visual development of the work documented throughout the portfolio, and the 
effective choices made by the learner in developing their work.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 7

Seven marks out of twelve places the learner in the bottom of mark band 3. The learner has demonstrated a confident ability to 
bring together technical and conceptual elements into a final outcome. However, the ideas of reality and unreality teemed with 
the animal vision does not seem fully resolved to enable the candidate to gain higher marks in this area.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 7

Seven marks out of twelve places the learner in the bottom of mark band 3. The presentation is comprehensive, effective and 
engaging. However, more could have been done to bring together the various conceptual elements of reality and unreality 
together with animal vision which is never fully resolved through the presentation.

Total mark (60) 36
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Learner 6

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 7

Seven marks out of ten places the learner firmly in mark band 3. There is a confident explanation of ideas which are relevant to
the theme. The initial ideas and sources used to generate ideas are relevant to the theme.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 6

Six marks out of nine places the learner at the top of mark band 2. The choice of artists are relevant to the outcome and clearly 
inform the candidate’s ideas, the choice of Douglas Gordan, Seung-Hwan Oh etc. all inform practice without leading to pastiche.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 7

Seven marks out of eight puts the learner firmly in mark band 3. There is a comprehensive and fluent exploration of materials, 
techniques and processes, illustrated through the experimentation with photographic negatives and images.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 7

Seven marks out of nine places the learner in the bottom of mark band 3. A competent process of review is applied throughout 
the development. The learner has used the review process to make perceptive choices, which evidenced through the portfolio, 
however, more evidence of review would be needed to gain extra marks.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 10

Ten marks out of twelve put the learner at the bottom of mark band 4. The learner demonstrates a sophisticated application of 
chosen materials, techniques and processes through manipulating photographic negatives and images. The outcome shows an 
individual interpretation of the theme. However more evidence is needed to achieve higher marks.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 9

Nine marks out of twelve places the learner at the top of mark band 3. The learner demonstrates a confident use of written and 
visual communication. The presentation is effective and enhances the strengths and qualities of the work showing emerging 
traits of mark band 4.

Total mark (60) 46

Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



108108Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



109109Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



110110Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



111111Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



112112Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



113113Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



114114Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



115115Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



116116Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



117117Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



118118Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



119119Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



120120Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



121121Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



122122Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



123123Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)



124Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H) 124

Learner 7

Theme: Duality
Exam series: June 2019
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 8

8 marks out of 10 places the learner in the top of mark band 3. There is a confidant explanation of ideas with cohesive 
connections made to the theme. Relevant selection and use of sources inform practical exploration to generate ideas. The ideas 
are effective and pertinent to the theme. The learner shows emerging traits of ‘fluent and creative’ initial ideas through early
photoshoots that have placed her at the top of this mark band.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 7

7 marks out of 9 places the learner in the bottom of mark band 3. The learner has documented a focused exploration of 
contemporary artists who fully inform their own ideas. The use of contemporary concerns such as man’s effect on the 
environment is pertinent and on trend. More documentation of video artists who may have informed practice and been 
pertinent to the final outcome such as Bill Viola would help to secure higher marks in this area.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 7

7 marks out of 8 places the learner firmly in mark band 3. There is a fluent exploration of materials, techniques and processes 
and some stand out experiments such as the plastic bag landscapes which are relevant to creative intentions.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 7

7 marks out of 9 places the learner in the bottom of mark band 3. A comprehensive process of review is illustrated throughout 
the portfolio. The learner has made perceptive choices in relation to intentions, however some explanations have been partially 
completed, such as the explanation of the soundtrack, which has limited marks in this area.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 9

9 marks out of 12 places the learner in the top of mark band 3. The final piece is an effective application of chosen materials,
techniques and processes with emerging traits of sophisticated application. The interpretation of the theme is thoughtful and
well communicated.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 9

9 marks out of 12 places the learner in the top of mark band 2. This is an effective portfolio which clearly documents and 
demonstrates the learners’ development of the project and interpretation of the theme. Some small errors with links and partial 
explanations have prevented the learner achieving higher marks in this assessment objective.

Total mark (60) 47

Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)
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AO1 Demonstrate an ability to generate ideas in response to a them (10) 10

Ten out of ten places the learner at the top of level 4. The learner demonstrates a focussed and deep understanding of ideas 
and concepts shown in both visual and written explanations of their own ideas and connections to the theme. Highly perceptive
and insightful selection of sources stimulates independent ideas. An explanation of initial creative responses is evident through 
their individual and independently written annotations. Pertinent selection of sources shows the learner’s own sophisticated and
subtle take on the theme.

AO2 Apply understanding of contextual sources to own work and practice (9) 9

Nine out of nine marks are awarded as highly relevant contextual sources are researched that comprehensively inform the 
learner's own ideas. Perceptive understanding is apparent within their insightful text and interpretation of live work as seen at 
exhibitions as well as their internet investigations. The fluent and direct influence of contextual sources. Can be seen through
recording in photography and drawing as well as media explorations and compositional elements within the learner’s 
investigations.

AO3 Explore materials, techniques and processes relevant to creative intentions (8) 8

Full marks out of eight are awarded as the learner’s exploration of media, techniques and processes are extensive and remain 
highly relevant to their creative intentions throughout the developing work.

AO4 Demonstrate an ability to refine work and ideas by reviewing and evaluating throughout the 
development process (9) 9

The award of the full nine marks is supported by sustained experiments and investigations that are comprehensively recorded, 
reviewed and refined as the learner progresses towards the outcome. However, there are several outcome options presented 
within this collection of work, even before the learner presents their concluding piece.​Reasoned and clear explanation of choices 
made in relation to ideas and intentions are demonstrated in the learner’s own words and effective sequential presentation of
practical work.
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AO5 Realise creative intentions demonstrating ability to plan and carry out an effective creative process (12) 12

Twelve marks awarded places the submission at the top of level 4. The learner clearly illustrates fluent ability to bring together 
technical and conceptual elements into a final piece which effectively shows intuitive responses to the theme. They successfully
demonstrate through practical stages and the final outcome a fluent application of the creative process. Individual and 
independent ideas cohesively come together in the final outcome. Full marks reflect the sophisticated application of focussed
selections of materials, techniques and processes.

AO5 Demonstrate an ability to present work which demonstrates development and realisation of final 
outcome, showing an understanding of professional practice (12) 12

A high degree of consideration and forethought has been given to how the whole submission has been presented. Twelve marks 
awarded again, places the submission at the top of level 4 as there is clear evidence that the whole submission has been 
effectively yet independently presented.​  Sequential presentation and clear visual narrative of focussed research, development 
and presentation of ideas and concepts as well as continuous review of visual work show a sophisticated awareness of how to 
engage the viewer. A discriminate selection when presenting of their own photographs, drawings, screen-prints and mixed 
media pieces enhances the strengths and qualities of the work as a whole. Accurate and accomplished yet discrete use of 
annotation, including subject specific terminology is evident through the whole submission.

Total mark (60) 60

Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 7: Developing & Realising Creative Intentions (31833H)
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