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In preparation for the teaching and as a part of the on-going support 
that we offer to our centres, we have developed these support 
materials to help you better understand the application of BTEC 
Nationals Level 3 in Art & Design. 

The following learner work has been prepared as guidance for centres 
and learners. It can be used as a helpful tool when teaching and 
preparing for external units. 

The SMLW includes examples of actual submissions of unedited 
learners’ work, accompanied with examiner commentaries and marks 
awarded based on the learners responses. 

You will need to refer to the appropriate specification and past 
externally set tasks alongside these sample materials.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/art-and-design-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/art-and-design-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExternal-assessments
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Assessment guidance & grids
General Marking Guidance
• All learners must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark thefirst learner in exactly the same way as they mark the last.

• Marking grids should be applied positively. Learners must be rewarded forwhat they have shown they can do rather than penalised for
omissions.

• Examiners should mark according to the marking grid not according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie.

• All marks on the marking grid should be used appropriately.

• All the marks on the marking grid are designed to be awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if deserved. Examiners should
also be prepared to award zero marks if the learner’s response is not rewardable according to the marking grid.

• Where judgment is required, a marking grid will provide the principles bywhich marks will be awarded.

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the marking grid toa learner’s response, a senior examiner should be
consulted.

Specific marking Guidance
• The marking grids have been designed to assess learner work holistically. Rows within the grids identify the assessment focus/outcome 

being targeted. When using a marking grid, the ‘best fit’ approach should be used.

• Examiners should first make a holistic judgement on which band most closely matches the learner response and place it within that 
band. Learners will be placed in the band that best describes their answer.

• The mark awarded within the band will be decided based on the quality of the answer in response to the assessment focus/outcome and 
will be modified according to how securely all bullet points are displayed at that band.

• Marks will be awarded towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how they have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet 
points.
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Assessment Objectives Mark Awarded 

AO1: Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others  Out of 9 

AO2: Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording  Out of 18 

AO3: Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions  Out of 24 

AO4: Evaluate visual recording and communication skills Out of 9 

TOTAL Out of 60 
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Assessment 
outcomes Band 0 Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 

AO1 0 1-3 4-6 7-9 
Understand how 
recording is used 
to 
communicate 
visually in the 
work of others 

No rewardable 
material

• Basic understanding of 
theme, ideas, use of visual 
language and formal 
elements in the work of 
others.  

• Includes a limited 
understanding of relevant 
contextual factors and 
creative intention in the work 
of others.  

• Selection of contextual 
sources tentatively informs 
own practice. 

• Competent understanding of 
theme, ideas, use of visual 
language and formal 
elements in the work of 
others.  

• Includes a coherent 
understanding of relevant 
contextual factors and 
creative intention in the work 
of others. 

• Selection of contextual 
sources coherently informs 
own practice. 

• Sophisticated understanding 
and evaluation of theme, 
ideas, use of visual language 
and formal elements in the 
work of others. 

• Includes an exceptional 
understanding of relevant 
contextual factors and 
creative intention in the work 
of others. 

• Selection of contextual 
sources perceptively informs 
own practice. 
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Assessment 
outcomes Band 0 Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 Band 4 

AO2 0 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-18 
Demonstrate
understanding 
of
visual 
communication
through 
exploration
different 
methods
of recording

No 
rewardable 

material

• Basic exploration of 
ideas, imagery, visual 
language and formal 
elements in own 
work.

• Basic exploration of 
materials and 
methods of 
recording showing 
limited 
understanding of 
visual 
communication.

• Basic understanding 
of relevant 
contextual factors  

• Basic explanation of 
creative decisions. 

• Competent 
exploration of ideas, 
imagery, visual 
language and formal 
elements in own 
work.  

• Competent 
exploration of 
materials and 
methods of 
recording showing 
coherent 
understanding of 
visual 
communication.

• Adequate 
understanding of 
relevant contextual 
factors. 

• Adequate 
explanation of 
creative decisions. 

• Comprehensive 
exploration of ideas, 
imagery, visual 
language and formal 
elements in own 
work.

• Effective exploration 
of materials and 
methods of 
recording showing 
comprehensive 
understanding of 
visual 
communication.

• Comprehensive 
understanding of 
relevant contextual 
factors. 

• Effective explanation 
of creative decisions 
with comprehensive 
justifications. 

• Exceptional 
exploration of ideas, 
imagery, visual 
language and formal 
elements in own 
work. 

• Fluent exploration of 
materials and 
methods of 
recording showing 
sophisticated 
understanding of 
visual 
communication. 

• Exceptional 
understanding of 
relevant contextual 
factors. 

• Exceptional 
explanation of 
creative decisions 
with sophisticated 
justifications. 
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Assessment 
outcomes Band 0 Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 Band 4 Band 5 

AO3 0 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 
Demonstrate
ability to
record to
communicate
intentions

No 
rewardable 

material

• Limited 
interpretation 
of the theme. 

• Limited ability 
to manipulate 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes.

• Recording 
shows limited 
ability to 
communicate 
creative 
intention.

• Limited 
explanation of 
creative 
intentions with 
weak 
justifications. 

• Basic 
interpretation 
of the theme. 

• Basic ability to 
manipulate, 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes. 

• Recording 
shows basic 
ability to 
communicate 
creative 
intention.  

• Basic 
explanation of 
creative 
intentions with 
basic 
justifications. 

• Coherent 
interpretation 
of the theme.

• Competent 
ability to 
manipulate 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes. 

• Recording 
shows 
competent 
ability to 
communicate 
creative 
intention.

• Competent 
explanation of 
creative 
intentions with 
coherent 
justifications. 

• Comprehensive 
interpretation 
of the theme.  

• Fluent ability to 
manipulate 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes. 

• Recording 
shows 
comprehensive 
ability to 
communicate 
creative 
intention. 

• Effective 
explanation of 
creative 
intentions with 
comprehensive 
justification. 

• Exceptional 
interpretation 
of the theme.

• Exceptional 
ability to 
manipulate 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes.

• Recording 
shows 
exceptional 
ability to 
communicate 
creative 
intention. 

• Sophisticated 
explanations of 
creative 
intentions with 
exceptional 
justification.
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Assessment 
outcomes Band 0 Band 1 Band 2 Band 3 

AO4 0 1-3  4-6 7-9 
Evaluate visual 
recording and
communication
Skills

No rewardable 
material

• Basic description of ideas, 
imagery, visual language 
and formal elements in own 
visual recording and 
communication. 

• Simple explanation of ideas 
and judgements in relation 
to a theme and some 
understanding of how 
contextual factors influence 
own creative intentions. 

• Basic description of 
strengths, weaknesses and 
areas for improvement 
which demonstrates limited 
understanding of own 
visual recording and 
communication skills. 

• Competent description of 
ideas, imagery, visual 
language and formal 
elements in own visual 
recording and 
communication.  

• Cohesive justification of 
ideas and judgements in 
relation to a theme with a 
coherent line of reasoning 
and coherent 
understanding of how 
contextual factors influence 
own creative intentions. 

• Coherent evaluation of 
strengths, weaknesses and 
areas for improvement 
which demonstrates 
comprehensive 
understanding of own 
visual communication. 

• Exceptional description of 
ideas, imagery, visual 
language and formal 
elements in own visual 
recording and 
communication. 

• Sophisticated justification of 
ideas and judgements in 
relation to a theme with an 
excellent line of reasoning 
and exceptional 
understanding of how 
contextual factors influence 
own creative intentions. 

• Fluent evaluation of 
strengths, weaknesses and 
areas for improvement which 
demonstrates sophisticated 
understanding of own visual 
communication. 
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 3

A high band 1 learner with a literal approach to the theme and limited understanding of relevant contextual factors, including body 
modification.  Contextual research tentatively informs own practice and it is unclear how these practitioners inform the subsequent work.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 6

The learner clearly demonstrates a low band 2 submission. The learner explores primary and secondary sources in the development of the 
portraits, and they are less convincing in their evidence of a competent exploration of materials and methods. Aside from the observations of 
the human face the learner has shown little in the exploration of materials resulting in a repetitive exploration of creative ideas.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 6

This learner demonstrates a basic approach to the interpretation of the theme. The learner demonstrated a lack of creative exploration in the 
previous AO and have presented results that evidence a basic ability to manipulate materials and processes.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 3

This learner demonstrates a basic description of their interpretation of the theme including their ideas and judgements. They fail to 
acknowledge how contextual factors influence creative decisions.  The learner basically describes areas for improvement, their strengths or 
weaknesses, and it is more of a description of ideas than an overall evaluation.

Total mark (60) 18
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 3

A high band 1 learner who presents a literal approach to the theme - moths and butterflies, with limited understanding of 
relevant contextual factors.  Contextual research does inform own practice as we can see a direct link between initial artists and 
outcomes.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 5

The learner clearly demonstrates a low band 2 submission. They mainly explore secondary sources in the development of ideas 
and show a somewhat low competent exploration of materials and methods.  Aside from the observations of the moth, the 
learner has shown little in the exploration of materials resulting in a repetitive exploration of creative ideas with the outcome 
being a pastiche of the work of another artist.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 9

This learner demonstrates a strong but basic approach to the interpretation of the theme and are at the top of band 2. The lack 
of creative exploration in the previous AO has resulted in a basic ability to manipulate materials and processes.  This is
evident in the pastiche outcome and basic ability to communicate creative intentions.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 3

This learner demonstrates a basic description of their interpretation of the theme including their ideas and judgements, they
inform us how contextual factors influence creative decisions. The learner basically describes areas for improvement, their 
strengths or weaknesses, AO4 feels more of a description of ideas than an overall evaluation.

Total mark (60) 20
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 5

This learner represents a mid-band 2 learner with a competent understanding of the theme, incorporating a logical use of 
contemporary/historical references and, all of which coherently informs own practice. The learners use of visual language and 
formal elements show a competent understanding, this is evident in the thorough research, as we can clearly follow the 
learner's journey from initial research to own designs and ideas.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 9

The learner clearly demonstrates a mid/high-band 2 submission, whilst the learner explores primary sources in the 
development of mixed media experiments, they show a somewhat low competent exploration of materials and methods, 
showing inconsistencies and missed opportunities in the exploration of creative ideas. 

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 8

This learner clearly shows signs of a highly basic interpretation of the theme relating it to birds, coupled with a low competent 
ability to record, manipulate materials and techniques. They present us with a variety of intentions, from some well thought out
ideas such as the small wire Kiwi. There are basic justifications evident and keep reminding us of this learner's intentions to
communicate their interpretation of migration.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 4

As a low band 2 submission this learner has demonstrated a somewhat competent description of ideas and imagery, they make 
cohesive justifications and explain how the work of others has informed their journey, it possibly straddles both band 1 and 2, 
but best fit would see it at the bottom of band 2. 

Total mark (60) 26
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 5

This learner represents a mid-band 2 learner with a competent understanding of the theme, incorporating a meaningful use of 
contemporary/historical references and, all of which coherently informs own practice. The learners use of visual language and 
formal elements show a competent understanding, this is evident in the thorough research, as we can clearly follow the 
learner's journey from initial research to own designs and ideas.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 9

This learner presents an example where bands can be crossed, this learner is a high band 2 with some characteristics of low 
band 3, with comprehensive and effective exploration of ideas and imagery. The learner explores primary sourced images taken 
in and around their environment. All artists explored are relevant, leading to an adequate understanding of contextual sources 
and adequate explanation of creative decisions.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 12

A mid band 3 entry, with a coherent approach to the theme, some recording shows the learners ability to record and to 
communicate creative intention, for instance the primary recordings, darkroom samples, paper cuts and colour work. The 
learner presents us with an effective explanation, reiterating their intentions throughout.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 5

This learner demonstrates a competent description of their interpretation of the theme including their ideas and judgements, 
they inform us how contextual factors influence creative decisions. The learner competently describes areas for improvement, 
their strengths or weaknesses, AO4 feels more of a description of ideas than an overall evaluation. 

Total mark (60) 31
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 6

The learner is a high band 2 learner with a competent understanding of the theme. They incorporate a rational use of 
contemporary and historical references, all of which coherently inform their own practice. The learner’s use of visual language 
and formal elements show a competent understanding, this is evident in the thorough research, as we can clearly follow the 
learner’s journey from initial research through to their designs and ideas.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 11

A safe band 3 submission, there is a comprehensive exploration of the theme and materials. There is a wide range of materials, 
techniques and processes being used and developed including drawing and paint experiments.  The use of the negative space 
begins to create some visually exciting work, but this feels to be a pastiche of their initial artists.  All of the work shows an 
effective and comprehensive understanding. Comprehensive justifications made throughout.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 14

A top band 3 entry, with a coherent approach to the theme, some recording shows   the learner’s ability to communicate 
creative intention, for instance the primary recordings and comprehensive research.  The learner presents us with an effective
explanation, reiterating their intentions throughout. However, this learner may have missed creative opportunities by 
producing pastiche outcomes rather than developing their own ideas in response.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 5

The learner presents us with a competent description and cohesive justification, we can clearly see evidence of contextual 
factors playing a key role in their work. They offer us a coherent insight into their recognised strengths and weaknesses.

Total mark (60) 36



63Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 63



64Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 64



65Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 65



66Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 66



67Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 67



68Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 68



69Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 69



70Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 70



71Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 71



72Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 72



73Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 73



74

Learner 6

Theme: Expedition
Exam series: June 2019

Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 74



75Sample Marked Learner Work | Unit 1: Visual Recording & Communication (31827H) 75

AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 6

This learner represents a high band 2 learner, they show a high competent understanding of the theme, the journey into the 
ocean, and select relevant contextual sources (Lee, Kai-Awase) all of which begin to inform their own practice. However, a 
thorough analysis stops the learner from entering band 3, they discuss the work of others, but this ideology never reaches its 
full potential.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 14

The learner demonstrates a highly comprehensive use of materials and methods, showing how contextual sources can be used 
in a comprehensive way, but sometimes relying on pastiche interpretations.  The learner employs a wide range of recording 
methods, from paper cuts, 2D recordings, 3D constructions, all backed up with an effective understanding of contextual factors 
through detailed analysis and visual links. 

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 14

A high band 3 submission, recording shows a competent ability to communicate, with a small structure constructed in a bottle 
produced in response to their interpretation of the theme. There are Competent explanations and coherent justifications in 
evidence. However, without the learner ever taking control of the unit and by creating pastiche responses the developing work 
fails (Akinobu) to lift them out of band 3. This represents a seductive body of work; however the learner never really owns the 
work due to the creation of imitative responses to her artists.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 4

This is clearly a competent learner, their reflective evaluation describes the journey of their interpretation of the ocean with
cohesive justifications but lacks depth. This learner can be placed in band 1 for some of their basic description of strengths and 
weaknesses merely stating scale and extra detail as a primary issue.

Total mark (60) 38
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 6

This learner represents a high band 2 learner, they show a high competent understanding of the theme, Teenage Relationships 
and select relevant contextual sources (Tillman’s, Clark and JohnYuyi) all of which begin to inform own practice. However, lack of 
more thorough analysis stops the learner from entering band 3, they discuss the work of others, but this ideology never reaches 
its full potential.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 12

A safe band 3 submission, there is a comprehensive exploration of the theme and materials, with a wide range of 
photographical techniques being used and developed, ranging from film, Polaroid’s and DSLR. The use of the tattoos begins to 
create some visually exciting work, but this feels cut short. All of the work shows an effective and comprehensive understanding. 
Comprehensive justifications are made throughout.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 16

A safe band 4 entry, with a comprehensive approach to the theme, some recording shows the candidates ability to 
communicate creative intention, for instance the tattoos, creation of the webpage, the text work coupled with the visuals. The 
candidate presents us with an effective explanation, even down to the reason behind the use of the analysis being in red biro. 

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 5

Whilst there is a cohesive justification of ideas, and coherent understanding of contextual factors the candidate does not push 
the idea of what their strengths and weaknesses are, they show a competent description of ideas in relation to the theme.

Total mark (60) 39
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 6

This learner represents a high band 2 learner with a competent understanding of the theme, incorporating a coherent use of 
contemporary references and, all of which coherently informs own practice. The learners use of visual language and formal 
elements show a competent understanding, this is evident in the thorough research, as we can clearly follow the learner's 
journey from initial drawings to the 3D outcome.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 15

A low band 4 submission, there is an exceptional exploration of the theme and materials, with a wide range of 2D and 3D 
techniques being explored.  The interpretation of the theme with reference to migration begins to create some visually exciting 
work with the learner presenting ideas back in a wide variety of ways. All of the work shows a sophisticated understanding. 
Effective justifications made throughout.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 18

A high band 4 entry, with a comprehensive approach to the theme, some recording shows the learners ability to communicate 
creative intentions, through the fluent use of materials and techniques including digital media, 2D and 3D ideas, all with thought 
and intention.  The learner presents us with an effective explanation, reiterating their intentions throughout.  Some 
inconsistencies keep this from entering band 5 such as the outcome and visual recordings. 

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 6

The learner presents us with a competent description and cohesive justification, we can clearly see evidence of contextual 
factors playing a key role in their work. They offer us a coherent insight into strengths and weaknesses. 

Total mark (60) 45
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AO1 Understand how recording is used to communicate visually in the work of others (9) 7

This learner shows a sophisticated understanding of the theme, incorporating an exceptional use of contemporary references 
and scientific ideas, all of which perceptively informs their practice. The learner’s use of visual language and formal elements 
show an exceptional understanding, this is evident in the thorough research, as we can clearly follow the learner's journey.

AO2 Demonstrate understanding of visual communication through exploration of different methods of 
recording (18) 18

The learner demonstrates exceptional use of materials and methods, showing how contextual sources can be used in a 
sophisticated way, not relying on copies.  The learner employs a wide range of recording methods, from studio based
photography, experimental image making in the darkroom, film and gifs, layering and 3D responses, all backed up with 
exceptional understanding of contextual factors through detailed analysis and visual links.

AO3 Demonstrate ability to record to communicate intentions (24) 24

A unique approach to the theme has resulted in an exceptional ability to communicate creative intentions.  The work 
demonstrates an exceptional ability to manipulate materials, techniques and processes, we can clearly see an ability to
synthesise information, resulting in work that is personal to that individual, with not only photographical outcomes, but a wide
range of mixed media studies.

AO4 Evaluate visual recording and communication skills (9) 7

The learner has presented an exceptional description of ideas, imagery etc, they present a sophisticated evaluation in relation to 
the theme.  Clearly acknowledging how important experimental and contextual factors have been, making informed
decisions throughout.

Total mark (60) 56
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