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Grade Boundaries 

 

What is a grade boundary? 

A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a 

certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each 

grade (Distinction, Merit and Pass). The grade awarded for each unit contributes 

proportionately to the overall qualification grade and each unit should always be 

viewed in the context of its impact on the whole qualification. 

 

Setting grade boundaries  

When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who 

took the assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our 

experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this 

means that they decide what the lowest possible mark should be for a particular 

grade.  

 

When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive 

grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to 

ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of variation 

in the external assessment. 

 

Variations in external assessments  

Each test we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of the unit 

content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set the 

same grade boundaries for each test, because then it would not take into account 

that a test might be slightly easier or more difficult than any other. 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, are on the website via this link: 

qualifications.pearson.com/gradeboundaries  

 

Unit 3: Animal Welfare & Ethics (31646H) 

 

Grade Unclassified Pass Merit Distinction 

Boundary 

Mark 

0 25 33 41 

 

  



Introduction  

This was the first series of the new specification for Animal Management, and as 

such, the first time that this mandatory unit has been assessed via an external 

assessment rather than via centre based internal assessment.  

 

The task paper followed the format identified in the additional sample assessment 

materials published on the Pearson website.  

 

The paper had four activities. Each task was based on an area of the specification. 

Learners were required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range 

of specification topics and to apply this knowledge to the specific task scenarios. 

The intention was to offer as broad coverage as possible for all areas of the unit 

content. Activities had varying weightings attached to them. 

 

There was also a focus on the use of suitable technical and vocational language 

and terminology within each activity response.  

 

Individual Activities  

 
The following section considers each activity on the paper, providing 

examples of learner responses and a brief commentary of why the responses 

gained the marks they did. This section should be considered with the live 

external assessment and corresponding mark scheme. 
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Activity 1  

 

This activity asked learners to ‘identify welfare issues’ there were a number of 

learners that identified issues not linked to welfare for example health and safety 

issues. This activity allowed learners to demonstrate and apply their knowledge 

and understanding to the scenario and on average good marks were achieved. 

 

A number of learners gave considerable detail to licensing requirements rather 

than identifying welfare issues and a number of learners identified incorrect 

legislation and as a result of this scored low marks on this activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above response has identified incorrect legislation for the stimulus provided 

and therefore has limited the amount of marks that they were able to achieve.  

The wild mammals (protection) Act 1996, The Animal Health (Amendment) Act 1998, 
Welfare of Animals (staging points) Order 1998, and commission Decision 2001/383/EC 
amending commission Decision 2000/666/EC laying down the animal requirements and 
veterinary certification  for the import of birds, other than poultry and conditions for 
quarantine.  
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9 marks awarded 

 

In the response above, the learner correctly identified one piece of relevant 

legislation, the other pieces of legislation are not appropriate for the stated 

scenario limiting the number of marks that they were able to achieve. 
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16 marks awarded 

 

This response has correctly identified legislation that is relevant and appropriate to 

the scenario and as a result of this has scored much higher receiving 16 marks out 

of 20, as they have correctly applied their knowledge and understanding to the 

given context. 

 





 

Activity 2 

 

This activity asked learners to identify to what extent was the information provided 

in the stimulus materials useful and what additional information would have 

allowed them to complete a more comprehensive appraisal. Very few learners 

actually addressed the issue ‘to what extent was the information provided useful.’ 

Many of them simply stating what else would have allowed for a more 

comprehensive appraisal to be completed, rather than indicating the usefulness of 

the information provided in the stimulus material booklet and then moving on 

from this listing other information that would have assisted the welfare appraisal. 

However, where learners followed the instruction ‘to what extent’ regardless of 

how well they had performed on the previous activity, very good scores were 

achieved. 

 

 



 
 

9 Marks awarded 

 

This response shows a clear demosnstration of a comprihensive evaluation of the 

suitability of the information with identification of relevant aditional information 

that would improve the appraisal and clear evidence of reasoning to support 

evaluation and the additional information provided.  

  



 

 
 

  



 

Activity 3 

 

Activity 3 is closely linked to activity 1 and learners were asked to produce an 

action plan of the issues identified in activity 1. However, many learners identified 

new issues here and when this occurred they were credited to activity 1. A number 

of learners did not apply realistic timescales to their action plan and as a result of 

this scored limited marks.  

 

 

 
 

3 marks awarded 

 

The above response has been limited by the number of welfare issues that the 

learner has identified in their welfare apprasial, as they have failed to identify any 

issues with size and location of animals, they have only accessed a small number 

of the marks available. 

  



 



Activity 4 

 

A large number of learners answering this did not particularly apply their 

knowledge and understanding to the scenario, but simply stating generic ethical 

issuse that they did receive marks for, but the lack of application limited the 

number of marks that they scored on this activity 
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18 marks awarded  

 

This response has demonstrated accurate knowledge and understanding of ethical 

issues that are relevant to the scenario. Several viewpoints for consideration have 

been provided and clear linkages to the scenario. The responses show a clear 

structure and logical reasoning with correct terminology being used.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 marks awarded 
 

This response is both limited in the number of points it makes about issues 

associated with human animal interactions and raises no real ethical viewpoints. 

As a result of this only 5 of the 20 marks available for this activity have been 

accessed. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unit Summary 

 

 

Based on these performances on this paper learners should: 

 

 Identify accurate and appropriate legislation within their response 

 Link their response to both the requirements of the legislation and the 

stimulus material provided 

 Use the number of marks awarded as a guide to the depth of the 

response required 

 Know the different ethical theories and be able to apply them in 

different scenarios 
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