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Introduction 
 

June 2022 was the eighth series of the new specification for Animal 

Management, when this mandatory unit has been assessed via an external 

assessment rather than via centre based internal assessment.  

The question paper followed the format identified in the additional sample 

assessment materials published on the Pearson website.  

The paper had seven questions. Each question was based on an area of the 

specification. Learners were required to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of a range of specification topics and to apply this knowledge 

to the specific question scenarios. The intention was to offer as broad 

coverage as possible for all areas of the unit content. Questions had varying 

weightings attached to them, with 1 to 3 marks for the lower demand 

questions and 4 to 8 marks for questions where an extended response was 

required. 

The extended response, eight marks, questions were marked using a ‘levels 

based’ approach to assessment. The overall quality of the response was 

considered rather than the specific number of points gained.  

There was also a focus on the use of suitable technical and vocational 

language and terminology within each response. The remainder of the 

questions on the paper were assessed using a range of indicative content 

and on the quality and clarity of the explanation provided. 
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Individual Questions 
 
Q1 (a)  

A good response demonstrated that the learner was able to recall the 

names of the missing groups of taxonomic classification from section 

C3.1i in the unit content.  

 
  

2 marks 

The two correct groups have been included in the table - 2 marks 

awarded. 

A poor response: 
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0 marks 

Two incorrect answers have been included- no rewardable marks. 

 

Q1 (b)  

A good response demonstrated that the learner was able to recall the 

name of one chamber found in the heart from section A4.3 in the unit 

content.   

 
 

  

1 mark 

One chamber correctly stated- 1 mark awarded.  

A poor response: 

 
  

 

0 mark 

‘Artery’ is an incorrect answer - no rewardable mark. 

 

Q1 (c)  

This was a four-mark question from section B4.3/4/5/6 of the unit 

content i.e. Function of the four tissue types. 

A good response: 
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4 marks 

Correct functions and tissue types included in the table – 4 marks 

awarded.  

A poor response: 

 
 

0 marks 

No marks awarded for incorrect functions and tissue types. 
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Q2 (a)  

This was a memory recall question from section A1.2 of the unit 

content regarding mammalian bones of the skeleton for three marks. 

A good response: 

 
  

3 marks 

The three correct bones given – 3 marks awarded. 

A poor response: 

 
 

0 marks 

This response missed out on two marks by incorrectly identifying ‘ribs’ 

and ‘phemur’ / putting them on the wrong answer lines. Phonetic 

spellings were accepted for correct responses. 
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Q2 (b)  

A two mark ‘describe a ligament’ question from section A1.2i of the unit 

content. 

A good response: 

 
  

2 marks 

A correct description as per the mark scheme – 2 marks awarded. 

A poor response: 

 
   

0 marks  

An incorrect response - no rewardable marks. 

 

Q2 (c)  

This was a two-mark memory recall question on the function of the 

epidermis from section A1.3i of the unit content.  

A good response: 
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2 marks 

Two correct functions given– 2 marks awarded. 

A poor response: 

 
  

0 marks 

Two incorrect functions given- no marks awarded. 

 

 

Q2 (d)  

A four mark ‘explain’ question about types of feather from section 

A1.3ii of the unit content  

A good response required an identification of function for each feather 

type with associated expansions: 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2206 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 10 of 31 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

4 marks 

Four marking points from the mark scheme included in this response 

for full marks. 

A poor response: 

  
 

1 mark 

The first identification of ‘insulation’ is correct to be awarded 1 mark 

but there is no expansion explaining that it is for ‘warmth’. The answer 

given for ‘Filoplume’ is incorrect’- only 1 rewardable mark. 
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Q3 (a) 

This was a three-mark memory recall question from section B1.1 of the 

unit content on cell organelles and a good response correctly named 

the three organelles for three marks: 

 
 

3 marks 

All three organelles correctly named- 3 marks. 

 

0 marks 

All organelles incorrectly identified- no marks awarded. 
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Q3 (b)  

A good response required the learner to demonstrate understanding of 

the fluid mosaic model of the plasma membrane from section B1.1 of 

the unit content, with a description identifying four marking points 

from the mark scheme. 

 

 

4 marks 
This response demonstrates an understanding of the fluid mosaic 

model of the plasma membrane with the first three marking points in 

the mark scheme included to be awarded 4 marks. 

A poor response: 

 
 

 

0 marks 

This response is incorrect, demonstrating no understanding of the 

processes involved - no rewardable marks available. 
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Q3 (c)  

This two mark ‘describe one difference’ question was from section B2.3 

in the unit content and required the difference between the two types 

of cells to be identified with a linked description of the other cell. 

A good response: 

 
   

2 marks 

The difference has been identified as having / not having a nucleus with 

a description of each cell as per the second marking point in the mark 

scheme – 2 marks awarded. 

A poor response: 

 
  

1 mark                                                                      

This response was commonly seen where the learner has correctly 

identified that a eukaryotic cell has a nucleus for 1 mark but has not 

described the difference in a prokaryotic cell. 
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Q3 (d)  

A three-mark question to describe ‘simple diffusion’ from section B3.4ii 

of the unit content which required an understanding of the process to 

achieve the full three marks. 

A good response: 

 
  

3 marks 

A correct description as per the first three marking points in the mark 

scheme to be awarded 3 marks. 

A poor response: 

 
 

0 marks 

An incorrect description demonstrating no understanding – no 

rewardable marks available. 
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Q4 (a)  

A 1-mark question which required an understanding of a process 

involved in thermoregulation from section A7.3vii of the unit content. 

A good response: 

 
 

1 mark 

The name of the process has been accurately stated – 1 mark awarded 

A poor response: 

 
  

0 mark 

An incorrect response -no rewardable mark. 
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Q4 (b)  

This 4-mark question required an understanding of the counter current 

mechanism from section A7.3viii of the unit content. 

A good response: 

 
  

4 Marks 

A good complete response clearly describing the mechanism as per 

marking points in the mark scheme, 4 marks awarded. 

A poor response: 

 
  

0 marks 

There were many incorrect responses seen where there was no 

understanding of the mechanism demonstrated and no rewardable 

marks available. 
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Q4 (c)  

This was a one-mark memory recall question requiring the learner to 

know the different nervous systems from section A3.2 in the unit 

content.  

A good response: 

 

 

1 mark 

The correct name given – 1 mark awarded. 

A poor response: 

 

 
0 mark 

‘Adrenaline’ is not the nervous system- no rewardable mark. 
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Q4 (d) 

This two-mark question required the learner to demonstrate an 

understanding of brown adipose tissue from section A7.3iv in the unit 

content.  

A good response: 

 
  

2 marks 

A complete explanation to be awarded 2 marks. 

A poor response: 

 
 

0 marks 

This response is incorrect and there were a lot that referred to 

‘insulation’– no rewardable mark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 
  BTEC LE Report 2206 

Owner: VQ Assessment Page 19 of 31 Version 1.0  
                                                                                                                         Issue 1    
                                                                                                                         DCL1     

Q4 (e)  

A four-mark question to explain the terms endo and ecto thermic 

which required an identification and expansion for each to be awarded 

4 marks. 

A good response: 

 
         

4 Marks 

Identification of warm/cold blooded and appropriate expansion of each 

to be awarded 4 marks.                                                                                                                                                               
A poor response: 

 
 

 2 Marks 

Two expansions have been given with no identifications – 2 marks 

awarded. 
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Q5 (a)  

A straightforward one-mark memory recall question from section 

A5.1iv in the unit content.  

A good response: 

 
  

1 mark 

A correct response – 1 mark awarded 

 

A poor response: 

 
  

0 mark 

Responses varied with guesses as above up to 4 years. No rewardable 

mark. 

 

Q5 (b)  

This was a four mark ‘explain’ question on the role of two reproductive 

hormones from section A5.1ii of the unit content.  

A good response: 
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4 marks 

Two correct hormones identified with accurate roles explained – 4 

marks awarded 

A poor response: 

 
 

1 mark 

One correct hormone identified but the role is not specific as an 

expansion – 1 mark awarded 

 

 

Q5 (c) 

This two-mark question from section A5.1i required a description of the 

placenta which included any of the marking points in the mark scheme. 

A good response: 

 
 

2 marks 

This response is as per the marking points 3 and 6 in the mark scheme 

-2 marks awarded. 

A poor response: 
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1 mark 

One mark awarded for ‘provides nutrients’, another descriptive point 

needed for the second mark. 

 

Q5 (d) 

This was the first of two competency-based questions with marks 

awarded for the response being at Level 1, Level 2, or Level 3. If no 

rewardable material was evident the learner scored 0 marks. There was 

a tendency to describe muscle contraction and not mention the theory 

in a discussion. 

A Level 3 response required mostly accurate and detailed knowledge of 

the processes involved in the sliding filament theory of muscle 

contraction with clear links to demonstrate understanding of the 

sequence as suggested in the indicative content in the mark scheme. 
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8 marks 

This response demonstrates accurate knowledge of the processes 

involved in the sliding filament theory of muscle contraction through a 

well-developed, logical discussion which includes relevant points with 

clear links to the context of the question.  

This is a Level 3 answer which was awarded full 8 marks. 

 

A poor response: 

 
  

1 mark 

This response demonstrates isolated elements of knowledge i.e. ‘ATP in 

process then becomes ADP and phosphate’ which is relevant to the 

context of the question but there is a limited discussion and different 

aspects of the process missing. 

This is a Level 1 answer which was awarded 2 marks. 

 

 

Q5 (e) 

A four-mark question from section A5.2i of the unit content which 

required the names of four parts of the female reproductive system in 

birds. 
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4 marks 

Four accurate names stated to be awarded 4 marks. 

 

A poor response: 

  
 

1 mark 

The only rewardable mark in this response is for ‘ovaries’- 1 mark 

awarded. 

 

 

Q6 (a)  

This question is from section A6.1 in the unit content and required the 

learner to explain two differences between the excretory systems of 

birds and mammals to be awarded four marks. 

  

A good response: 

 
  

3 marks 

This response demonstrates an understanding of both Mammals and 

Birds’ excretory systems. The first difference has been identified and 

explained; however, the second difference includes two identifications 

with no expansion and could therefore only be awarded three marks. 
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A poor response: 

 
  

0 marks 

An incorrect answer – no rewardable marks. 

 

 

 

Q6 (b)  

This was a one-mark question from section A6.4 of the unit content 

requiring the learner to recognise ‘nephritis’ as inflammation of the 

kidney to be able to give a specific, rather than generic, symptom. 

 

A good response: 

 
 

  

1 mark 

As per the first marking point in the mark scheme -1 mark. 

 

A poor response: 

 
 0 mark 

‘Constipation’ is an incorrect response and there were many incorrect 

responses seen- no rewardable mark. 
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Q6 (c)  

This four-mark question from section A6.1 in the unit content required 

the learner to identify two functions of the kidney and explain each one 

for four marks. 

  
 

4 marks 

A complete accurate response as per marking points two and three in 

the mark scheme to achieve the full four marks. 

 

A poor response: 

 
  

0 marks 

Two incorrect functions identified and explained– no rewardable 

marks. 

 

 

Q6 (d)  

A two-mark question from section A6.2 in the unit content to state the 

name of two parts pf a nephron. 
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A good response: 

 
  

2 marks 

Two correct parts named – 2 marks awarded 

 

A poor response: 

 
 

0 marks 

This response has confused ‘nephron’ with ‘neuron’ and many similar 

responses were seen– no rewardable marks.  

 

 

Q7  

This was the second competency-based question and the last question 

on the paper which had eight available marks awardable for the overall 

accuracy, detailed knowledge and understanding plus a well-developed 

discussion with relevant points about the process of osmoregulation. 

It is from section A6.2 of the Unit Content and required an 

understanding of the action of antidiuretic hormone in the process. 

 

A good response: 
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8 marks 

This response demonstrates accurate, detailed knowledge and 

understanding of the process of osmoregulation. The discussion has 

been logically approached and is well developed with a range of 

different aspects considered and clear links as to how they all 

interrelate relevant to the context of the question.  

This is a Level 3 answer which was credited with 8 marks. 
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A poor response: 

 
 

0 marks 

This response does not answer the question about ‘osmoregulation’, 

the learner has focused on the stem of the question regarding ‘osmotic 

pressure’ and discussed the process of osmosis. 
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Summary 
 

• Be familiar with the function / role / location of organs and tissues and 

components of the body systems. Know the effect / symptom of named 

diseases on the body from the unit content.  

• Be able to differentiate between the systems in birds and mammals.  

• Know the fluid mosaic model of the plasma membrane and the sliding 

filament theory of muscle contraction. 

• Know the gestation periods of different mammals. 

• Know that endothermic applies to warm blooded animals and ectothermic 

to cold blooded animals before explaining about maintaining body 

temperature. 

• Differentiate between nephron and neuron. 

• Be able to identify all cell organelles. 

• Know names of hormones and their functions notably ADH in 

osmoregulation. 

• Read the question to ensure the answer given reflects what has been 

asked i.e. explain two requires two identifications with associated 

expansions. 

• Be familiar with all body systems and understand adaptations i.e. 

countercuurrent mechanism to control body temperature and brown 

adipose tissue. 

• Specification and/or sample assessment materials (SAMs) located on 

the BTEC National qualification webpage located here. 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/animal-management-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
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