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Level 4 and 5 Higher Nationals under licence

The Licensed Higher Nationals
Agreement allow Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) with degree-
awarding powers, such as universities,
to award their own Higher National
Certificates (HNCs) and Higher
National Diplomas (HNDs).

Licensed Higher National partners
have responsibilities for the quality
assurance of theirown Licensed Higher
National programme.

HEIs wishing to offer Licensed Higher
Nationals must first be approved by
the Licensed HN Partnerships Manager.
This approval process s different
fromthe regularPearson BTEC

Higher National centre approval or
programme approval.

Licensed HN Centre Approval Fee

Annual Centre Fee £225.60

There are two licences:

The Intellectual Property Licence
enables thelicensed partnerto
award the HNC orHND under their
own name, using the programme
and curriculum content from the
Pearson BTEC Higher National
programme. This applies to both
Higher Nationals RQF and Higher
Technical Qualifications.

The Trademark Licence
permits the licensed partner to
award the HNC and HND under
theirown name, utilising their
unigue naming conventions and
curriculum (subject to meeting
Pearsonrequirements).




Registration Fees 2026/27

Intellectual Property Licence

\

Level 4 HNC - Intellectual Property Licence £214.76
Level 5HND - Intellectual Property Licence £287.78
Level 4 HNC - Intellectual Property Licence (HTQ) £214.76
Level 5HND - Intellectual Property Licence (HTQ) £309.23

\§

Trademark Licence

\

Level 4HNC - Trademark Licence £171.81
Level 5HND - Trademark Licence £230.22
Level 4 HNC - Trademark Licence (HTQ) £171.81
Level 5HND - Trademark Licence (HTQ) £247.38

\§

Please note: The fees already includes the discountedrates for HEIs.




Top-up fees & drop-down refunds 2026/27

Atop-up feeis charged whenalearnerwho has completed a qualification and received a certificate
wants to extend this to alarger qualification from the same specification.

Top-Up

Please note the fees are calculated on the basis that both the initial and the top up registrations are
processedinthe 2026/27 price list year (1August 2026 - 31 July 2027).

Top-up Fees

Trademark Licence
Level4HNC /HTQ TMto Level SHND TM £87.96
Level 4HNC/HTQ TM to Level SHND TM (HTQ) £105.12

Intellectual Property Licence

Level AHNC/HTQIP to Level 5HND IP £102.57
Level AHNC/HTQIP (HTQ) to Level 5HND IP (HTQ) £124.02

Drop-downrefunds

Where alearneris unlikely to complete the necessary credits to gain certificationin the programme

onwhich they areregistered, they may be able to ‘drop-down’ via a transfer to a smaller programme
inthe same specification.

When this happens, a credit (refund)is normally due, minus an administration fee. The refund due
is calculated as the difference between the cost of the larger and smaller qualification, minus an
administration fee of 50% of the difference between the two.

This administration fee is capped at £29.55.




HN Flex under licence

HN Flex underIP Licence

HN Flex perunit (15 credits 60 GLH)

£52.95

Top-up from HN Flex under Licence

G

Initial HN Flex Top-up product Initial Product ProductFeeforIPHNC | Top-upFees
product Fee RQF/HNCHTQ

1 ;ggﬁcred”s Luen"ifl';'['igé ':IS £52.95 £214.76 £191.36

2 g gthso credits Luen";'jl';'['igé ':ZS £105.90 £214.76 £138.41
38%”535 credits ber]vjéfl';':igé ':ZS £158.85 £214.76 £85.46
‘2‘28 Eﬁo credits Luen"jéfl';':igé ':ZS £211.80 £214.76 £32.51




Registration timelines

Deadline for Registrations
The deadline toregisterlearners on programmes that follow the academic yearis 15" November.
If youregisteralearner after this date, we’'ll charge a late registration fee.

Late Registration Fees

Forprogrammes following the academic year cycle, late registration fees will be charged

according to the dates below:

* Registrationsreceived between16 November 2026 and 23 December 2026 will be
charged at1.05 x fee.

* Registrationsreceived between 24 December 2026 and 31January 2027 will be
chargedat1.1xfee.

* Registrationsreceived on orafter1February 2027 will be charged at1.25 x fee.

Pleaserefer to the BTEC section of the Understanding our vocational qualification fees
manual for furtherinformation.

Forprogrammes that do not follow the academic year (i.e., programmes where learners have
enrolled between November and August), or for any programmes of less than one academic year
inlength, late registration fees willbe charged four (4) weeks afterenrolment at1.25 x fee

forall qualifications.

Pearsonreserves the right to make additional quality assurance checks (at the customer’s cost),
if the volume of late registrations is abnormally high.



https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Fees-for-academic-and-vocational-qualifications/btec-vocational-fees.pdf

FAQs

These apply to allvocational Pearson Edexcel and
Pearson BTEC qualifications, including Licensed
Higher Nationals.

Are these fees final?

Fees are not likely to change during the period
covered by thisdocument (August 2026 -

July 2027). Please check our website for

the latest updates.

Deletions

Deletions forallHigher Nationals, regardless of
whetheryour programme follows an academic
year, must be made within 49 days of the student
starting the programme of study (hot fromthe
date of EOL registration). Any deletions made

50 days or more after the student’s start date will
not be eligible fora full refund.

Canlgetarefund formy BTEC registration fees?
If you're delivering an academic-year programme,
the deadline to delete alearnerandreceive a
refundis 31December2026. If yousubmita
deletionrequest after 31 December 2026,

we won’tissue arefund of the registration fee.

Where can late fees be found?
You'llfind ourlate fee charges in this guide.

What are top-up fees?

Atop-up feeis the price difference between
asmallerandalarger qualification plus a small
administration fee.

-_ s e

What to doin the event of transfers?

Atransferis where the learner transfers their
registration from one qualification to another
before they have been certificated forthe

original qualification. No additional fee will be
due where the fee for the new programme at the
time of registrationis the same as that paid for the
originalregistration. Where the fee forthe new
programme is higher than that paid for the original
registration, aninvoice forthe difference between
the two fees will be issued.

Who does the new centres approval fee

apply to?

New HEIls delivering qualificationsunder the
Pearson Licence Agreement for the first time are
subjectto afee of £1,000. Failure to pay this fee
may result in withdrawal of approval.

What happens if the centre doesn’t pay the new
centre approval fee?

Unless the approval feeis paid, the centre will not
be able to make registrations or claim certification.

Thank you

We would like to thank you and your colleagues
fortheincredible work that you continue to do
to support your students to achieve the best
possible outcome.




)Pearson

-

Here to help

If you need any help oradvice
about any of our qualifications,
you can contact us directly

via our customer portal.

»
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