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BTEC HIGHER NATIONALS

The smart
choice to share

A quick guide to helping students explore
higher education that works for them
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Why this guide matters

Students trust the advice they get from teachers, tutors and careers
advisers. When they’re asking “what now?”, you can help them see the full
range of progression options available.

BTEC Higher Nationals give students a practical, respected and career-
focusedroute into higher education — helping them build real-world skills,
progress to employment, continue studying or top up to a degree later.
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The student challenge

Many students are under pressure to make the “right” next
move. Some feel traditional university is too expensive, too
rigid or simply not right for them. Others may not know what
Higher Nationals are, or may worry they are “less than” a degree.
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N Yourrole is to help students understand that a
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What are BTEC
Higher Nationals?

BTEC Higher Nationals are Level 4 and
Level 5 qualifications focused on practical,
career-based learning.

They help students develop:

Technical knowledge

Applied skills
Confidence
Workplace readiness

Progression options

OO




BTEC HIGHER NATIONALS: THE SMART CHOICE TO SHARE

OO

Key messages to use with students

-

Built for the real world

‘ ‘ These qualifications help you build
practical skillsyou canuseinreal jobs
andindustries.”

~

Learning that fits your life

Higher Nationals may offer flexible
ways to study, depending on your

provider, and the future of higher-
level learning is becoming more
flexible through the Lifelong Learning
Entitlement.”

#

Differentroute. Sam
You don’t have to follc
three-year degree rot
forward. A Higher N
support progres
study or a degree

The smart way to get hired

Higher Nationals are made with
employers, so the learning is focused
on skills that matter.”



BTEC HIGHER NATIONALS: THE SMART CHOICE TO SHARE @ @ @ @ @ @
How to explain LLE simply

Use the LLE as a future-facing context point, not the main message.

£‘ Suggested wording

From January 2027, the Lifelong Learning Entitlement will support more flexible access to
higher-level learning for eligible learners in England. This means students may have more
opportunities to build skills over time, in ways that fit their lives and future ambitions.”

Keep it student-first

Instead of leading with policy, lead with choice:

‘ ‘ You can build your future in stages.”
Your learning journey doesn’t have to be all ornothing.”

A Higher National can be a practical first step into higher education.”
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Conversation prompts for educators

Use thesein tutorials, careers sessions, open events or parent evenings.

Do you want to study
locally or more flexibly?

Do you prefer practical
projects or more
theory-based study?

Are you looking to
start work sooner?

What kind of learning
suits you best?

Would you like to keep the
option of adegree open?
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Student objections
and responses

“Is it as good as university?”

A Higher Nationalis a different type of higher
education qualification. Itis more practical and
career-focused, and canlead to work, further
study oradegree top-up.

“Will employers value it?”

Higher Nationals are built in collaboration with
employersinindustry. They’re focused on
developing real-world skills and are designed to
connectlearning tojobs and industries.

OO

“Can|stillget adegree?”

Many learners use Higher Nationals as aroute
towards further study, including toppingup to a
full degree where available.

“Whatif I’m not ready foralong course?”’

Higher Nationals can offera more manageable,
practical route into higher education, with flexible
study options depending on the provider.
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Discover your free
toolkit and share
Higher Nationals
with your students

Show your students a future that fits.

Visit: go.pearson.com/highernationalstoolkit
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