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Assessment 
Criteria

Ungraded 
(0 points)

Pass 
(1 point)

Merit
(2 points)

Distinction
(3 points)

3.1 
Investigation

Limited or inappropriate process of 

investigation. Limited use of information to 

inform creative practice.

An adequate process of investigation is 

applied through practical and theoretical 

approaches, competently using findings to 

inform creative practice.

A cohesive process of investigation is applied 

through relevant practical and theoretical 

approaches, effectively using findings to 

inform creative practice.

An accomplished process of investigation is 

applied through pertinent practical and 

theoretical approaches, using findings 

perceptively to inform creative practice. 

3.2 
Experimentation 

Limited or inappropriate engagement in a 

process of experimentation to inform ideas 

and development. 

Generally competent engagement in 

processes of experimentation with concepts, 

media, materials and techniques, adequately 

informing ideas and development.

Effective engagement in processes of 

experimentation with concepts, media, 

materials and techniques, clearly informing 

ideas and development. 

Accomplished application of experimentation 

processes, taking some risks with concepts, 

media, materials and techniques, thoroughly 

informing ideas and development. 

3.3 
Evaluation and 

review 

Limited evidence of evaluation and review of 

process and practice to inform choices about 

work and intentions. 

Evaluation and review is generally 

competent, with adequate assessment of 

process and practice used to inform 

adequate choices about work and intentions. 

Evaluation and review is coherent and 

relevant, with clear analysis of process and 

practice used to inform effective choices 

about work and intentions. 

Evaluation and review is thorough and 

pertinent, with in-depth analysis of process 

and practice used to inform choices which 

refine work and intentions. 

3.4 
Realisation 

Limited competence in realising work through 

use of media, materials, techniques and 

processes. 

Adequate realisation of work through 

generally competent use of media, materials, 

techniques and processes. 

Cohesive realisation of work through 

effective use of media, materials, techniques 

and processes. 

Accomplished realisation of work through 

proficient use of media, materials, techniques 

and processes. 

4.5 
Communication 

Limited or inappropriate communication of 

intentions through work, process and 

presentation reflecting limited selection and 

consideration of context and audience. 

Clear communication of intentions through 

work, process and presentation reflecting 

effective selection and consideration of 

context and audience. 

Accomplished communication of intentions 

through work, process and presentation, 

reflecting thorough selection and 

consideration of context and audience. 

Sophisticated communication of intentions 

through work, process and presentation, 

reflecting strategic selection and critical 

consideration of context and audience. 

4.6 
Self-directed 

practice 

Limited application of professional 

behaviours, showing a lack of self-reflection 

and recognition of own development needs. 

Professional behaviours are effectively 

applied in some aspects of practice, showing 

clear ability to implement the creative 

process; generally engages in reflection and 

personal development to address some 

aspects of creative practice. 

Professional behaviours are thoroughly 

applied, showing accomplished ability to 

manage the creative process independently; 

thoroughly engages in reflection and 

personal development to address specific 

needs and improve creative practice. 

Professional behaviours are integral to ways 

of working, showing an assured ability to take 

ownership and strategically manage the 

creative process throughout, adapting ways 

of working for own purposes; uses insightful 

critical reflection and personal development 

to enhance creative practice. 

In order to be awarded a qualification, students must achieve a minimum of Pass in all criteria.
TOTAL QUALIFICATION POINTS: 18

Total Qualification Points Threshold: Ungraded: 0 Pass: 6 Merit: 10 Distinction: 16
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AC 3.1 Investigation Pass 1

An adequate process of investigation is applied through practical and theoretical approaches, competently using findings to 
inform creative practice.

The student has undertaken brief, but adequate contextual research into films dealing with journeys, and reflected on their family background. They 

have produced a basic Project Proposal, which provides a general overview of their intentions but does not include a bibliography of initial research 

sources, as recommended. 

It is good practice to encourage students to use the published template for their Project Proposal. This ensures that all sections are completed 

appropriately, and the students provide sufficient information and detail to support development of their projects. 

A student’s plans may change if new investigations spark fresh ideas or directions. In this case, experimentation with materials eventually leads to a 

more focused idea, supported by further investigation into molecular imagery.

AC 3.2 Experimentation Merit 2

Effective engagement in processes of experimentation with concepts, media, materials and techniques, clearly informing ideas and
development. 

The student has been bold in exploring new materials, and developing new skills in textiles, which clearly informs the final piece. However, this 

appears to have been arrived at relatively late in the project, after a number of other experiments that, while initially effective, were not fully realised. 

During the initial stages, there is evidence of exploring mark making, and a diverse range of media, materials and techniques, and some effective 

engagement with manipulation of graphics and applying overlays.

AC 3.3 Evaluation and review Pass 1

Evaluation and review is generally competent, with adequate assessment of process and practice used to inform adequate choices 
about work and intentions. 

Evaluation is brief, though there is some adequate reflection on the effectiveness of working practices and creative decisions. Evidence is thin, but 

generally competent. More discussion and reflection on the changing ideas as the project progressed would have provided more substantial 

evidence.

It is important that students clearly record all their activities and critical reflection, in order to provide full and robust evidence to meet the higher 

grades.
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AC 3.4 Realisation Pass 1

Adequate realisation of work through generally competent use of media, materials, techniques and processes. 

While ideas came together for the final piece, its execution is unrefined, due to the student’s limited experience with textiles. The final piece is 

generally competent, however, and reflects Level 3 Pass work. If exhibited with consideration of how best to present a large-scale textile work, the 

piece could be quite impactful. Unfortunately, this is not evident in the submission. It is apparent that there were issues caused by a lack of time left 

towards the end of the project and working on an overambitious scale.

It is important that students consider how their work will be presented to the intended audience, and incorporate this into their planning and 

realisation.

AC 4.5 Communication Pass 1

Clear communication of intentions through work, process and presentation reflecting effective selection and consideration of 
context and audience. 

The student has tried to incorporate a range of ideas into their work, including an interpretation of their own mixed heritage, through the ‘Journey’ 

theme. After exploring some rather obvious responses to the theme, they developed the idea of exploring genetics and related imagery. This is 

discussed throughout the portfolio and is relatively clearly communicated in the final piece, despite its technical shortcomings. The practice of 

exploring and celebrating heritage in textiles, particularly quilting, is well-established. The work reflects this, helping to demonstrate effective 

selection and consideration of context.

AC 4.6 Self-directed practice Pass 1

Professional behaviours are effectively applied in some aspects of practice, showing clear ability to implement the creative 
process; generally engages in reflection and personal development to address some aspects of creative practice. 

While there is some evidence that the student demonstrated a good level of commitment to the project, the execution of developmental work and the 

final outcome lack refinement and an attention to detail, which undermines their effectiveness.

The Project Proposal identifies the intended approach, though this is not always followed up consistently. The student demonstrates a willingness to 

engage with self-directed exploration of new materials and techniques and reflects on the effectiveness of various approaches. More discussion of 

how their own work fits in with wider creative practice would have been beneficial.

Total marks (out of 18) 7

Overall Grade PASS
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Project Proposal

Specialism

Fine Art

Working Title or Theme

The Journey

What you will work towards producing

I am planning to produce a fine art piece on the theme of The Journey, 

reflecting a personal journey that I have taken, whether this is a physical 

journey or a metaphorical one.

Influences, starting points, contextual references

I am interested in film and movie imagery and have started by looking at 

filmatic themes of journeys, such as road movies, or films that involve a 

personal journey for the protagonist.

Early ideas, research and sources

My mother is from Turkey and I am thinking of producing a piece that 

reflects on her journey from eastern Europe/Asia to the UK, and therefore 

my genealogy. A part of me comes from there, so in a sense this is part of 

my journey too. It is a physical, cultural and historical journey that has 

brought me to where I am.

Intended techniques, media and processes

I have enjoyed the printmaking element of my foundation course, and I 

would like to develop this further, looking at other printing methods and 

developing my skills in that area. 

Proposed method of review and critical analysis

I will use group crits and tutor feedback to review my work and ideas as it 

progresses. I will also discuss my ideas with my Mom, as she will have 

insights into the ideas I am looking at from her experiences.
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