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Introduction
This report has been written by the lead examiner for the BTEC Human
Lifespan Development unit. It is designed to help you understand how
learners performed overall in the exam. For each question, there is a brief
analysis of learner responses. You will also find example learner responses
from Level 2 Pass and Distinction learners. We hope this will help you to
prepare your learners for future examination series.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on
this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

Grade

Unclassified

Boundary
Mark

0

Level 1
Pass

Pass

14

23

Level 2
Merit
Distinction
32

41

General Comments on Exam
As in previous series, the paper differentiated well with learners scoring a
wide range of grades from the questions. This generated a number of blank
responses. It seemed that these were particularly concentrated in the long
answer questions.
The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward. There
were approximately 18,500 entries for this examination. Of these,
approximately 6,800 entries were re-sits. Generally, learners were able to
show an understanding of lifespan development and investigate the factors
that affect human growth and development and how they are interrelated.
Once again, learners experienced some difficulty with the terminology used
within the examination although the same terminology is used within the
specification. For example, the term ‘economic’ was poorly understood in this
context.

Question 1
1a (ii)
Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B.1 & B.2
In several cases learners stated ‘nose’ or ‘eyes’ rather than nose shape or
eye colour. This resulted in no marks:

1b (ii)
Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A.2 & B2
Occasionally, learners identified Gross Motor Skills rather than Fine Motor
Skills.
Unfortunately, no marks could be awarded for this:

1c (i) & 1c (ii)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B4 & B5
Many learners were unable to identify one condition caused by either air or
noise pollution. Regular incorrect responses related to the causes of air or
noise pollution.
No marks awarded:

For noise pollution ‘deafness’ was a common answer. However, this is
incorrect as noise pollution does not cause deafness. Noise pollution can
cause a hearing impairment.
This response earned one mark for the first answer but no marks for the
second:

1c (iii)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B4
For this item, learners made assumptions. Answers often included comments
regarding the fact that the family would move to the country, that Emma
would have a big garden to play in or that the house would be away from a
busy road.
Sadly, none of this detail was included in the scenario. The only information
given was that the family had decided to move house as they were unhappy
with the current levels of noise pollution.
0 marks awarded:

Also, the question states ‘other than noise and air pollution’. Many learners
did not read this.
0 marks awarded:

1e (i) & 1e (ii)
Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B3 & B5
Learners appeared to find these item difficult. For 1e (i) many did not respond
about the effects on Emma’s intellectual development. When they did, most
learners just talked about having more time with Emma which only scored 1
mark.
This was a Merit response scoring one mark:

This is a Distinction response achieving four marks:

Learners responded slightly better to item 1e (ii). However, some learners
included positive aspects whilst others responded with comments about social
rather than emotional development.
This is a Merit answer, scoring two marks:

This is a Distinction response, scoring four marks:

Question 2
2c (ii)
Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B2 & B1

Unexpectedly, this was probably the most challenging question. The main
issue appeared to be that the majority of learners assumed that reference to
a diet meant a weight loss programme, rather than the food that people
choose to eat.
There was also a lot of confusion over the constituents of a vegetarian diet
and many learners wrongly stated that energy is acquired from meat. A
minority of learners wrote eloquently about an unbalanced diet and how this
would affect development.
Merit example – scoring one mark:

Distinction example – scoring two marks:

2d

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 & B5

This was poorly answered with over a third of the cohort achieving zero
marks. Many learners wrote about Ruth’s appearance and often repeated the
stem throughout their response.
Level 2 pass example – scoring two marks:

Merit example – scoring four marks:

2e

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B2, B3 & B6

This long answer item should have been an assessment of how sharing
childcare could affect the child’s mother and her relationship with her baby.
Many answers included reference to the physical, emotional, social and
intellectual development of the baby’s mother but did not assess the effect
on the relationship between mother and baby. Where learners did do this,
they excluded the physical, emotional, social and intellectual development of
the baby’s mother.
Merit example:

4 marks awarded

Level 2 Distinction example:

8 marks awarded

Summary
Based on their performance of this paper, learners should:











Write in the space provided, if possible
Use the information in the text boxes, if supplied
Only use the information given in the scenarios. Marks are not awarded
for additional information that falls outside of the question.
Read the question carefully, noting emboldened words.
Ensure that they are clear on the type of development referred to in
the question.
Manage their time effectively. This paper is worth 50 marks so, if
learners allow 1 minute for each mark, they will be able to complete
the paper and read through afterwards.
Learners are expected to use appropriate language that reflects a
vocational care setting.
If the term influence is used in a question the answer must include
some form of change
Marks are not awarded for repetition of the question
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