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Introduction
This report has been written by the lead examiner for the BTEC Human
Lifespan Development unit. It is designed to help you understand how
learners performed overall in the exam. For each question, there is a brief
analysis of learner responses. You will also find example learner responses
from Level 2 Pass and Distinction learners. We hope this will help you to
prepare your learners for future examination series.

Grade Boundaries
What is a grade boundary?
A grade boundary is where we set the level of achievement required to obtain a
certain grade for the externally assessed unit. We set grade boundaries for each
grade (Distinction, Merit, Pass and Level 1 fallback).
Setting grade boundaries
When we set grade boundaries, we look at the performance of every learner who
took the assessment. When we can see the full picture of performance, our
experts are then able to decide where best to place the grade boundaries – this
means that they decide what the lowest possible mark should be for a particular
grade.
When our experts set the grade boundaries, they make sure that learners receive
grades which reflect their ability. Awarding grade boundaries is conducted to
ensure learners achieve the grade they deserve to achieve, irrespective of
variation in the external assessment.
Variations in external assessments
Each test we set asks different questions and may assess different parts of the
unit content outlined in the specification. It would be unfair to learners if we set
the same grade boundaries for each test, because then it wouldn’t take into
account that a test might be slightly easier or more difficult than any other.
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on
this link: http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
The grade boundaries for this series are:

Grade
Boundary
Mark

Unclassified
0

Level 1
Pass
18

Level 2
Pass
26

Merit
34

Distinction
43

General comments on the exam
The external assessment process was judged to be straightforward. There
were approximately 21,000 entries for this examination. Generally, learners
were able to show an understanding of lifespan development and
investigate the factors that affect human growth and development and how
they are interrelated.
Learners continue to find some difficulty with the terminology used within
the examination although the same terminology is used within the
specification. For example, the term ‘lifestyle choice’ was poorly understood
in this context as was the term ‘inherited condition’.

Question 1
1d (i)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B1

Learners were very confused about the term lifestyle choice, often confusing
it with the choices that we make in life (e.g. getting married, job we do).
Level 2 Pass example:

1d (ii)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B1

Learners incorrectly identified two lifestyle choices – again limiting their
responses to the choices that we make in life.
Level 2 Pass example:

2 marks awarded

1fi & 1fii
Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B6
& B7
For these two items learners confused the different scenarios – the first
item (1fi) was about promotion. The second item (1fii) was about leaving
the family home.
1fi:
Level 2 Pass example:

2 marks awarded

1fii:
Level 2 Pass example:

2 marks awarded

1fiii

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B6
& B7

Learners often appeared to misread this item. The response should have
been focused on Margaret and the effect on her of her son’s promotion.
Many learners responded incorrectly about the effect on David.
Level 2 Pass example:

4 marks awarded

Level 2 Merit example:

6 marks awarded

Question 2
2c (i)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2 &
B1

Learners could not identify two inherited conditions. Many responded with
hair colour or eye colour. Others responded with congenital conditions.
Level 2 Pass example:

2 marks awarded

2c (ii)

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim B1 &
B7

Many learners could not outline what the term inherited condition meant.
The majority of incorrect answers were just rewording of the stem.
Level 2 Pass example:

1 mark awarded

2e

Targeted Specification Area: Learning Aim A2, B1, B2, B3, B4,
B5, B6, B7 & B8

This long answer item was not well answered. The response should have
been about the impact on physical development. Many answers were about
the impact on all PIES.
Level 2 Pass example:

3 marks awarded

Level 2 Distinction example:

8 marks awarded
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