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BTEC First Construction and the Built Environment
Understand your assessment

Understand your assessment
On your BTEC First course you will be assessed by taking a test and by completing assignments. Each form of assessment is designed to link to specific learning aims and assessment criteria. At the end of the course, your assignment grades and the grade you obtain in the exam are put together to determine your overall grade.

To be successful on your course you need to understand what you must do in both types of assessment. 

What you need to know about the written test

You will take a written test on the same day and time as other learners – your teacher will let you know the date of the test. You will have one hour to complete the test. You should aim to answer all the questions on the paper. 

Your written test will contain the following types of questions:

· multiple-choice questions where you are given a list of possible answers and you have to choose the answer(s) that fit
· short answer questions where you are asked to give a short answer worth 1–4 marks 
· long answer questions where you are asked to give a longer answer, which could be worth up to 8 marks. 

Test tips

1 At the start of the test, make sure you have read the instructions, that you can see the clock and that you feel comfortable to write.

2 Watch the time – you should aim to spend about one minute for every mark that the question is worth. Some early questions may take less time than this and some later ones may take more time.

3 If you get stuck on a question move onto the next one and come back to that question at the end.

4 The space given for your answer will show you the type of answer required, for example, if two answers are required you may see the answer space divided up for two answers.

5 Remember that you can use more paper if necessary, for example, you may make a mistake or you may need more space for your answer.

6 Plan your longer answers – read the question carefully and think about the key points you will make. 

Are there any rules?

You need to treat the written tests just as you would any other formal exam. For example:

· you should not talk or distract others

· you can’t take any materials into the room

· you can’t use any device to store information.

Remember, just as with any other formal assessment, breaking the rules could lead to you being disqualified.

The importance of assignments

To get the best grade you can in your assignment, you need to know the golden rules that apply to all assignments, then how to interpret the specific instructions.

Ten golden rules for assignments

7 Check that you understand the instructions.

8 Check whether you have to do all the work on your own, or if you will do some as a member of a group. If you work as a team, you need to identify which parts are your own contributions.

9 Always write down any verbal instructions you are given.

10 Check the final deadline and any penalties for not meeting it.

11 Make sure you know what to do if you have a serious personal problem, e.g. if you are ill and need an official extension to complete your assignment. 

12 Copying someone else’s work (plagiarism) is a serious offence and is easy for experienced teachers to spot. It’s never worth the risk.

13 Schedule enough time for finding out the information and doing initial planning. 

14 Allow plenty of time between talking to your teacher about your plans, preparations and drafts, the interim deadline and the final deadline.

15 Don’t panic if the assignment seems long or complicated. Break it down into small, manageable chunks.

16 If you suddenly get stuck, ask your teacher to talk things through with you.

Case study: How you are assessed

When Sasha started the BTEC First he was not sure about how his work would be assessed. At the first tutorial session the programme manager talked about portfolios, external assessments, learning outcomes, specifications, grading criteria, keywords and evidence. 

It all seemed very confusing and Sasha doubted whether he would be able to cope with it all. 

‘I was really confused when I started the course and mentioned this to my teachers at the end of the first week. They were very sympathetic and said that I would get help putting together my unit portfolios, tracking my grades and preparing for the test. They showed me the work of a learner who had completed the course last year and explained how their evidence was tracked against the assessment criteria. 

‘I then realised that the ‘assessment criteria’ are just technical ways of telling you what you need to do. It’s a bit like when I play snooker and have to take the colours in a particular order – at the end of the game you can’t pot the black before taking the pink, and on this course you can’t get a Merit before you have achieved a Pass. 
‘My teachers told me just to concentrate first on learning about the technical content covered in the course – my portfolio-building skills would improve over time. I felt much happier and took up their suggesting of reviewing my progress with them at the end of each month or when I hit a problem.’

Try this

Check the command word you are likely to see for each of your units in the assessment grid in advance. This tells you the assessment criteria for the unit so that you know the evidence you will have to present.

Activity: Getting the best result

Ask your teacher for a copy of the specification for one of the units that you are studying. Any unit will do because they are all presented in the same format.

Have a look through the different sections.
· The learning aims state exactly what you should know, understand and be able to do when you have finished the unit.

· The unit content is the subject-specific material that you will be studying.

· There are three grading criteria at Level 2: Distinction, Merit and Pass.

· The assessment criteria tell you what you have to do to achieve the grade.

Now read through the headings under the greyed-out section of the assessment criteria grid. What does it say about achieving Level 2 Distinction, Merit or Pass grades? Write a brief explanation of each below.
1 Level 2 Distinction:

2 Level 2 Merit:
3 Level 2 Pass:

You must achieve all the grading criteria to be awarded the Distinction grade. To be awarded the Merit grade, you must achieve all the Pass criteria and all the Merit criteria. You must achieve all the Pass criteria to be awarded the Pass grade.  

The assessment criteria use the following key words and phrases. What do they mean?

	Word / phrase
	What it means

	identify
	

	select
	

	describe
	

	explain
	

	evaluate
	

	carry out
	


Activity: Learning to evaluate

1 The word ‘evaluate’ is only ever used in the Merit and Distinction criteria. Use a dictionary to find a general definition for the word. 
Evaluate:




       Now ask your teacher for the definition given in the delivery guide for this qualification.

2 An electrical power supply is being tested in order to establish whether it conforms to specification. Look up the word specification if you are unsure what it means in this context.

Here are some figures: 

	Parameter
	Specification (design) value
	Test value

	Output voltage
	19.5 to 20.5 Volts
	19 Volts

	Output current
	1.45 to 1.55 mA
	1.5 mA

	Maximum surface temperature of the casing
	20°C
	22°C

	Insulation resistance 
	at least 0.5 MΩ
	0.1 MΩ


3 Evaluate the test results against the specification.
4 Is the power supply fit for purpose? Circle the correct answer below.
Yes/No
Top tip

When presenting evidence for assessment, think about the person who will be looking through your work. Make sure that your ‘pitch’ is well planned and that it is easy for the assessor to match your evidence against the grading criteria. 

Coping with problems

Most learners sail through their BTEC First with no major problems. Unfortunately, not everyone is so lucky. Some may have personal difficulties or other issues that disrupt their work so they are late handing in their assignments. If this happens to you, it’s vital to know what to do. This checklist should help.
How to cope with problems

· Check that you know who to talk to. 
· Don’t keep a problem to yourself and worry about it. Talk to someone promptly, in confidence. It’s always easier to cope if you’ve shared it with someone.
· Most centres have professional counsellors you can talk to if you prefer. They won’t repeat anything you say to them without your permission.

· If you’ve done something wrong or silly, people will respect you more if you are honest, admit where you went wrong and apologise promptly. 

Case study: Learning about the available support

By the end of Rachael’s first week on the BTEC First course, she was not sure whether she had made the right choice. None of her close friends had chosen to do Construction and the Built Environment and she was with a group whom she did not really know. Rachael is one of those people who are a little unsure of themselves, particularly when trying something new. She needed a lot of reassurance and support from her teachers at school. 

During the second week of being on the BTEC programme, one of the college counsellors from the learner support centre came to have a chat with Rachael’s group. 

‘It was really good meeting with the counsellor. We were told about the services the learner support centre provides. 

‘One thing the counsellor told us was that the BTEC First is taught in a way that helps people to develop their confidence and be able to think things through for themselves. He said that in life you need to be able to stand on your own two feet and take responsibility for your actions – it’s just that sometimes we may need a bit of support from someone trained in resolving problems.’
‘I’m into my second term now and am really enjoying the course. I did get behind with a couple of assignments before the winter break because I didn’t read the brief properly and I went down the wrong track. My teacher helped me to get back on track. She told me that this often happens, particularly in the practical units and design units. You try out various ideas, take advice and then come up with something really good.’

Top tip

If you have a serious complaint or concern, talk to your teacher first – for example if you believe an assignment grade is unfair. All centres have official procedures to cover important issues such as appeals about assignments and formal complaints, but it’s usually sensible to try to resolve a problem informally first.

Activity: Overcoming problems

Here is the description of grading criterion 2A.P1 from Unit 2: Construction and Design.
For 2A.P1: the description should include a range of three activity areas in which construction operates within the UK. The activity area needs to be the sector classification, for example housing, infrastructure, civil engineering, construction and design, and not the type of work within each.

Your teacher gives you two weeks to complete an assignment that addresses the grading criterion 2A.P1. He asks you to hand in a portfolio of evidence.

Some of the problems that you might come across as you carry out the assignment are listed below. For each, state one strategy that you might use to overcome the problem:
1 You are unclear about what evidence the portfolio should contain.
2 You leave it too late before starting to write up the assignment.
3 You can’t find the information that you need.

4 Writing is not one of your strengths.
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