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General Comments on Exam
This is the fourth time that this Unit has been assessed. It is pleasing to
report that many of the students who sat the paper showed knowledge of
the principles of promoting positive behaviour and were able to make links
to relevant theories. The students generally understood the use of rewards
within an early year’s environment and gave various examples of Skinner’s
and Maslow’s theory. It was evident that some students were not able to
develop their answers to show understanding, application and explanation.
Further support with students understanding a description would enhance
the quality of the responses, although improvements have been made since
the previous series. The students did have some difficulty relating theories
where the theorist had not been indicated within the question.
Centres are to be highly commended for full coverage of most of the
specification which enabled their learners to access many aspects of the
paper.

Questions 1 - 4
These questions were answered well. The questions are generic, rather than
specific to the stages of development. Students demonstrated sound
understanding of factors that can affect behaviour.
Question 5 a,b,c Targeted specification area C.1
The students answered these questions well, providing examples which
related to the operant conditioning theory. Most of the students were able
to identify Skinner and were able to show an understanding of the theory.
Question 6 Targeted specification area B.2
Some students did not focus on the ways adults can encourage children to
value and respect others and related their answers to what value and
respect meant.
2 marks example

Question 7 Targeted specification area B.2
Most students answered this question well with ‘discussing the reasons for
rules’ and ‘reminding them of the boundaries’ being the responses.
Question 8 Targeted specification area B.1
Most students answered this question well and generally responded with
choosing activities.

Question 9 Targeted specification area A.1
Most students answered this well and the main responses were reduced
concentration and irritability.
Question 10 Targeted specification area A.1
The initial part of the question was answered well with examples given
which related to Maslow’s hierarchy of needs theory but there was a lack of
development for the additional mark.
2 marks example

Question 11 Targeted specification area A.1
The students found it difficult to describe two biological factors and there
was a lack of development for the additional mark.
4 marks example

Question 12 Targeted specification area C.2
The initial part of the question was answered well by some students with
examples given which related to how adults could deal with unwanted
behaviour that related to a two year old. However there were responded
which were not appropriate for dealing with two year olds and these
included giving time out or using a naughty chair. These were not accepted
as they are inappropriate practice for a child of this age.
2 mark example

Question 13 Targeted specification area B.1
The students were able to show understanding of the key person approach
but there was a lack of development that related to supporting positive
behaviour.
Question 14 Targeted specification area A.1 B.2 C.1
The students that did not answer as expected, related the question to being
“social” and “how to make friends”. Some of the students knew Bandura’s
social learning theory and the experiments with the ‘bobo doll’ and many
students gave examples of children imitating adults.
The question also expected the learners to relate theory to practice and the
good responses could have compared Bandura to Skinner and covered the
responses from different viewpoints.
7 mark example

Question 15 Targeted specification area C.1
The students found this difficult with students able to give examples of the
advantages of using sanctions to respond to unwanted behaviour but found
it difficult to describe the disadvantages.
2 mark example

Question 16 Targeted specification area C.1
The students needed to respond to this question by looking at how adults
could support the children to resolve the conflict. On many occasions the
responses did not include supporting the children but related to the adult
buying more scooters or removing the children.
4 mark example

Question 17 Targeted specification area A.1
The students answered this question well with many responses being bored
and seeking challenges in other ways as a development.
2 mark example

Question 18 Targeted specification area A.1, B.1, B.2, C.1
The students responded to this question by focusing on one area rather
than looking at a range of points and the responses did not always relate to
a two year old. The better responses also included an understanding of the
theories integrated into their responses.
6 mark example
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