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Introduction
This tutor support document has been developed to support the delivery of the
Edexcel Level 2 BTEC Certificate and Diploma in Certificate in Children’s Care,
Learning and Development and should be read in conjunction with the published
specification.
Each unit within a BTEC Firsts specification contains a Delivery and Assessment
section within the Essential guidance for tutors. This section is designed to bring the
abstract, the learning outcomes, the content and the assessment and grading
sections of the unit together to provide a coherent overview of how the course
maybe approached. It also gives further explanation and amplification to support the
interrelationship between the learning outcomes, unit content and grading criteria.
These tutor support materials are designed to supplement the information given in
each unit and support tutors in the planning of their programme of learning for a
unit. They provide a suggested format for the delivery of the designated unit,
together with a possible unit scheme of work where the unit content has been
divided into a number of sections for teaching purposes. These are illustrations of
how a unit can be divided into manageable learning blocks. They are not
prescriptive. Tutors may feel that the learning outcomes for a unit may be
completed more effectively in a different order, based on the way the qualification
is organised within the centre and taking into consideration the learning styles,
ability levels and prior learning of the cohort.
The programme of learning indicates how the suggested content may be delivered in
order that the learning outcomes may be achieved. The assessment criteria within
the grading grids state the evidence required to enable the learner to successfully
complete the learning outcomes and for one of these assessment opportunities, a
sample assignment has been provided. Other assignments will need to be written by
the tutor for the unit, and subjected to quality assurance procedures within the
centre in the normal way.
For further information please call Customer Services on 0870 240 9800 (calls may be
recorded for training purposes) or visit our website at www.edexcel.org.uk

Structure of the qualification
The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Children’s Care, Learning and
Development is a three-unit qualification consisting of three core units.
The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and
Development is a six-unit qualification consisting of five core units plus one specialist
unit.
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Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Children’s Care, Learning and
Development structure
The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate in Children’s Care, Learning and
Development consists of three core units that provide for a combined total of 180
guided learning hours (GLH) for the completed qualification.
BTEC First Certificate structure
Unit

Core units

1

Understanding Children’s Development*

2

Keeping Children Safe

3

Communication with Children and Adults**

*

Unit 1: Understanding Children’s Development requires 30 hours of work placement to
be completed.

**

Unit 3: Communication with Children and Adults requires a further 30 hours of work
placement to be completed.
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Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and Development
structure
The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and
Development consists of five core units plus one specialist unit that provide for a
combined total of 360 guided learning hours (GLH) for the completed qualification.
BTEC First Diploma structure
Unit

Core units

1

Understanding Children’s Development*

2

Keeping Children Safe

3

Communication with Children and Adults**

4

Preparing and Maintaining Environments for Child Care

5

Professional Development, Roles and Responsibilities in Child Care***

Unit

Specialist units — choose one unit

6

Supporting Children’s Play and Learning

7

The Development and Care of Babies and Young Children Under Three Years

8

Providing Support for Children with Disabilities or Special Educational Needs

*

Unit 1: Understanding Children’s Development requires 30 hours of work placement to
be completed.

**

Unit 3: Communication with Children and Adults requires a further 30 hours of work
placement to be completed.

***

Unit 5: Professional Development, Roles and Responsibilities in Child Care requires a
further 240 hours of work placement to be completed.
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Key features
BTEC Firsts are designed to provide specialist work-related qualifications in a range
of sectors. They have been developed to provide a preparation for employment
and/or to provide career development opportunities for those already in work. They
link to the National Occupational Standards for the sector where these are
appropriate and are supported by the relevant National Training Organisations (NTOs)
or Sector Skills Council (SSC). On successful completion of these qualifications,
learners may progress into, or within, employment and/or continue their study in the
vocational area.
National Occupational Standards
BTEC Firsts are designed to relate to the National Occupational Standards in the
sector which in turn form the basis of the National Vocational Qualifications (NVQs).
BTEC Firsts do not purport to deliver occupational competence in the sector, which
should be demonstrated in a work context. However, the qualifications provide much
of the underpinning knowledge for the National Occupational Standards, as well as
developing practical skills in preparation for work and possible achievement of NVQs
in due course.
Each unit identifies relevant aspects of the National Occupational Standards that are
addressed by the outcomes and content of the unit. The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC Firsts
in Children’s Care, Learning and Development provide underpinning knowledge
towards the Level 2 Children’s Care, Learning and Development National
Occupational Standards.
BTEC First Certificate and BTEC First Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and
Development
The Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate and BTEC First Diploma in Children’s Care,
Learning and Development are designed to develop knowledge and understanding
required in the Children’s Care, Learning and Development sectors and to focus on:
•

providing opportunities to acquire skills and knowledge which are transferable
and will enable individuals to meet changing circumstances, whether these arise
from a shift in their own status or employment, or general changes in Children’s
Care, Learning and Development practice, provision or environment

•

providing opportunities for learners to gain a nationally recognised vocationally
specific qualification to enter employment as a child care worker, or progress to
other vocational qualifications such as BTEC Nationals in Health and Social Care
or Children’s Care, Learning and Development, or the GCE in Health and Social
Care

•

developing the knowledge, understanding and skills of learners to meet the needs
of the Children’s Care, Learning and Development sectors

•

the role of the Children’s Care, Learning and Development worker, their
relationship with service users and their responsibilities towards service users and
the wider Children’s Care, Learning and Development sectors

•

providing opportunities for learners to focus on the development of the major key
skills and the wider key skills in context, such as improving own learning and
performance and working with others
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•

providing opportunities for learners to develop a range of skills and techniques,
personal qualities and attributes essential for successful performance in working
life.

BTEC First Certificate
The three-unit BTEC First Certificate offers an introductory vocational qualification
that focuses on aspects of employment. Equally, the BTEC First Certificate offers a
focused qualification for learners who wish to follow a shorter programme of study
that is already related to an aspect of employment that they wish to move into. As
such, the BTEC First Certificate offers a qualification which can extend the study,
and provide vocational emphasis, for learners in their main programme of study.
BTEC First Diploma
The six-unit BTEC First Diploma offers a specialist qualification that focuses on
particular aspects of employment within the sector. As such, the BTEC First Diploma
offers a qualification which can extend the study, and provide vocational emphasis,
for learners in their programme of study. Equally, the BTEC First Diploma offers a
focused qualification for learners, particularly more mature learners, who wish to
follow a programme of study that can be directly related to their work experience or
to an aspect of employment that they wish to move into in due course.
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Unit 1:

Understanding Children’s
Development

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Four sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities
There will need to be tutor input in this introductory week as
learners need to understand the principles, stages and sequences
of development.

Introduction to the unit
Understanding the growth and development of children:
Learning outcome 1.

1

Learners should take notes and prepare to meet P1: describe the
principles, stages and sequences of growth and development in
children.

P1: describe the principles, stages and sequences of growth
and development in children.
Learners will need to understand that growth and
development are holistic and interconnected and that
children develop at different rates but in broadly the same
sequence. They will also need to understand normal
developmental stages and sequences at 0-3, 3-7, 7-12, and
12-16.
Physical development of children 0-3, 3-7, 7-12, and 12-16.

Learners will need some guidance, but they should be able to use
some texts at their level and electronic sources to investigate
and gather information about the physical development of
children in the different age groups.

Learners need to know about gross and fine motor skills,
including large muscle movements, locomotion, balance and
hand-eye co-ordination, size, height and weight.
2

Notes should be taken by learners towards meeting the first part
of P2, outlining the physical development of children 0-3, 3-7, 712 and 12-16 years. They should also note developmental
differences, to prepare for M1.

Learning outcome 1.
P2: outline the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of children 0-3 years, 3-7
years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years.
M1: describe the developmental differences of children in
the different age groups.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities

Emotional development of children 0-3, 3-7, 7-12, and 1216.

Learners will need some guidance, but they should be able to use
some texts at their level and electronic sources to investigate
and gather information about the emotional development of
children in the different age groups.

Learners need to know about attachment, the development
of multiple attachments, self-concept, personal identity and
confidence.
3

There should also be discussion of emotional development and
learners may like to relate attachment, self concept and personal
identity to themselves.

Learning outcome 1.
P2: outline the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of children 0-3 years, 3-7
years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years.

Notes should be taken by learners towards meeting part of P2,
outlining the emotional development of children 0-3, 3-7, 7-12
and 12-16 years. They should also note developmental
differences, to prepare for M1.

M1: describe the developmental differences of children in
the different age groups.

Learners will need some guidance, but they should be able to use
some texts at their level and electronic sources to investigate
and gather information about the social development of children
in the different age groups.

Social development of children 0-3, 3-7, 7-12 and 12-16.
Learners need to know about pro-social behaviour, smiling,
giving eye- contact, relating to others, moral development,
the development of aggression and the role of self-directed
play.
4

There should also be discussion of social development.
Notes should be taken by learners towards meeting part of P2,
outlining the social development of children 0-3, 3-7, 7-12 and
12-16 years. They should also note developmental differences, to
prepare for M1.

Learning outcome 1.
P2: outline the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of children 0-3 years, 3-7
years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years.
M1: describe the developmental differences of children in
the different age groups.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

5

Topic areas
Development of communication and speech 0-3, 3-7, 7-12
and 12-16.

There should be discussion of early reception and expression by
babies and young children. Videos would be useful here.

Learners need to know about the development of reception,
expression, early speech patterns and how communication
in speech develops throughout childhood and in young
people.

Again learners will need some guidance but they should be able
to use some texts at their level and electronic sources to
investigate and gather information about the communication and
speech development of children in the different age groups.

Learning outcome 1.

Learners should also discuss communication and speech.

P2: outline the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of children 0-3 years, 3-7
years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years.

Notes should be taken by learners towards meeting part of P2,
outlining the communication and speech development of children
0-3, 3-7, 7-12 and 12-16 years. They should also note
developmental differences, to prepare for M1.

M1: describe the developmental differences of children in
the different age groups.
Intellectual development of children 0-3, 3-7, 7-12, 12-16.
Learners need to know about the development of children’s
perception and thinking.
Learning outcome 1.
6

Suggested Learner Activities

P2: outline the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of children 0-3 years, 3-7
years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years.

Here, too, learners will need some guidance but they should be
able to use some texts at their level and electronic sources to
investigate and gather information about the intellectual
development of children in the different age groups.
Learners should now be in a position to have completed all of
their notes towards meeting P2 and to go on to meet M1.

M1: describe the development differences of children in the
different age groups.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

7

Topic areas
Learners now need to know about the range of factors
affecting growth and development including maturation.
The importance of prior positive and negative experiences
as well as the need for realistic adult expectations need to
be covered. In addition, learners need to cover motivation,
adult expectations, health status, genetic inheritance,
gender, family background, social, cultural, financial,
economic and environmental background, agencies working
for and with children and young people, the effects of
disability or sensory impairment and the effects of
discrimination.

Suggested Learner Activities
There will need to be teacher or tutor input with respect to the
range of factors affecting growth and development.
It may also be useful to have discussion groups to cover all of
these factors.
Outside speakers may also be helpful.
Learners will need to make notes in order to identify the range of
factors that affect children’s growth and development, including
the role of maturation, in order to meet P3. Learners can then go
on to explain the potential effects of four factors on children’s
growth and development, in order to meet M2.

Learning outcome 1.
P3: Identify the range of factors that affect children’s
growth and development including the role of maturation.
M2: Explain the potential effects of four factors on the
growth and development of children.

Tutor Support Material - Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate and Diploma in
Children’s Care, Learning and Development – February 2006 © Edexcel Limited 2006

11

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

8

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities

The role of observation of children’s development in the
workplace is the next topic.

Tutor input will be needed here. It may also be useful to have
input from Child Care workers.

This is Learning outcome 2: Understand the role of
observation of children’s development in the workplace.

Learners will need to discuss observation, its purpose, the need
for objectivity and confidentiality.

In the first place learners must know about the purpose of
careful observation such as knowledge of and the needs of a
child and concerns about a child. Learners also need to
know about objectivity that is, not jumping to premature
conclusions eg ignorance, prejudice, checking views with
others as well as the importance of confidentiality, data
protection, procedures for sharing information and ethical
considerations.

Learners should then make notes about the role of observation of
children’s development towards meeting P4.
Following this, learners can explain the steps undertaken to
ensure the effective and appropriate observation of children to
prepare for meeting M3.

P4: describe the role of observation of children’s
development.
M3: explain the steps undertaken to ensure the effective
and appropriate observation of children.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Learners need to know about the methods of recording
observations to include the difference between formal and
informal observation, time and event samples, running
records and checklists.

9

Learners also need to know how to report or refer their
findings appropriately according to the needs of the
settings.
Learning outcome 2.
P4: describe the role of observation of children’s
development.
M3: explain the steps undertaken to ensure the effective
and appropriate observation of children.
Learners now need to be able to observe children’s
development in order to meet Learning outcome 3.
Firstly, learners need to observe children’s physical
development: how children move about, co-ordinate their
movements, use space and large equipment, manipulate
and use small equipment.

10

This will enable learners to work towards meeting P5:
observe and record the physical, intellectual, emotional,
social and communication development of a child.
Then for M3: explain the steps undertaken to ensure the
effective and appropriate observation of children.
Following this, D1 requires learners to compare the
development of a child that they have observed with the
expected development of a child of this age.
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Suggested Learner Activities
Learners will need tutor input with respect to the different
methods of recording observations.
Learners could practise using the different methods of
observation by observing each other in class.
Learners should also find out how their work placement requires
observational findings to be reported. This should be discussed in
class.
Learners should make notes about the methods used for
observation and complete their evidence towards meeting P4 for
which they must describe the role of observation of children’s
development and explain the steps undertaken to ensure the
effective and appropriate observation of children for M3.
There should be discussion with learners about how they will
undertake the observation of children’s physical development
and the most effective situations for this.
Learners should then undertake an observation of the physical
development of children in their workplace remembering the
purpose of careful observation, objectivity and confidentiality as
well as how to report findings and decide which recording
method to use. This will provide part of the evidence needed for
P5.
Moving on from this learners should begin to explain the steps
undertaken to ensure the effective and appropriate observation
of children for M3, and consider what is needed for D1.

13

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Observing and noting children’s social and emotional
development. This may include the following: how children
behave in everyday situations, how they express feelings
and emotions, how they relate to each other and to adults,
how confident children are and how they feel about
themselves (self-concept).
This is Learning outcome 3.

11

It will enable learners to work towards meeting P5: observe
and record the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of a child.
Then for M3: explain the steps undertaken to ensure the
effective and appropriate observation of children.
Following this, D1 requires learners to compare the
development of a child that they have observed with the
expected development of a child of this age.
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Suggested Learner Activities
There should be discussion with learners about how they will
undertake the observation of children’s social and emotional
development and the most effective situations for this.
Learners should then undertake an observation of the social and
emotional development of children in their workplace
remembering the purpose of careful observation, objectivity and
confidentiality as well as how to report findings and decide which
recording method to use.
The recorded observations are the next step in meeting
assessment criterion P5.
Moving on from this learners should continue to explain the steps
undertaken to ensure the effective and appropriate observation
of children for M3, and consider what is needed for D1.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Observing children’s communication and intellectual
development. This may include the following: how children
play, use imagination, take on the roles of others,
concentrate on activities, memorise things, solve problems,
pay attention to what is around them and use their senses
to gain new information.
This is Learning outcome 3.

12

It will enable learners to work towards meeting P5: observe
and record the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of a child.
Then for M3: explain the steps undertaken to ensure the
effective and appropriate observation of children.
Following this, D1 requires learners to compare the
development of a child that they have observed with the
expected development of a child of this age.
Planning to support children’s needs and development.
Learning outcome 4: Understand the importance of planning
in supporting children’s needs and development.
Planning and children’s needs and development.

13

This needs to cover the use of observation as the basis for
planning eg schedules, checklists, running records. It must
also cover children’s needs and development such as
materials for play, equipment for activities, toileting,
feeding and weaning.

Suggested Learner Activities
There should be discussion with learners about how they will
undertake the observation of children’s communication and
intellectual development and the most effective situations for
this.
Learners should then undertake an observation of the
communication and intellectual development of children in their
workplace remembering the purpose of careful observation,
objectivity and confidentiality as well as how to report findings
and decide which recording method to use.
The recorded observations are the final step in meeting P5.
Moving on from this learners should complete their explanation
of the steps undertaken to ensure the effective and appropriate
observation of children for M3 and consider what is needed for
D1.
Learners can work in groups and discuss the use of observation as
the basis for planning including the meeting of children’s needs
and development through materials, equipment and caring
activities.
Notes need to be made by learners to meet Assessment criterion
P6.

Learners must describe the process of planning to support
children’s development in order to meet P6.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

14

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities

Planning to support children’s needs and development and
suggestions to support planning eg informal discussion with
colleagues, team meetings.

There needs to be tutor input as well as input from a child care
worker with respect to how a learner can take part in planning to
support children’s development.

Learning Outcome 4.

There should also be discussion by learners.

Learners need to understand the process of planning to
support children’s needs and development. They need to
know how to contribute ideas and suggestions to support
planning.

Learners can then make notes and use this with notes already
made to meet Assessment criterion P6.

Learners must describe the process of planning to support
children’s development in order to meet P6.
Learners must then suggest a plan to support the
development of a child they have observed in order to meet
M4 and then follow this by describing the strengths and
possible weaknesses of the plan to support the development
of the observed child for D2.
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At this stage learners may suggest a plan to support the
development of a child they have observed in order to meet M4
and then describe the strengths and possible weaknesses of the
plan to support the development of the observed child in order
to meet D2.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning outcome 1:

Understand the growth and development of children

Assessment/Grading Criteria:
P1

Describe the principles, stages and sequences of growth and
development in children

Task 1:

Working with a partner or in a small group think about growth and
development. Write down what is meant by growth and development.

Task 2:

Think about the principles of growth and development.

On a large sheet of paper or flipchart answer the following:
•
•

What does ‘holistic’ mean when we are thinking about children’s growth and
development?
What do is meant by the term ‘interconnected?

Draw a large diagram to illustrate this.
Task 3:

Another principle is that development is mainly in the same sequence
for all babies and young children, although the rate of development
may be different for different individuals. With your partner or in your
group write a brief explanation of what this means.

Task 4:

There are also different stages and sequences of growth and
development.

What are these different stages? eg 0-3 years
You can now write notes to meet P1. For this you must describe the principles,
stages and sequences of growth and development in children. This must be your own
work.
P2

Outline the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of children 0-3 years, 3-7 years, 7-12
years and 12-16 years

Task 5:

Make a chart to show how children develop in different areas of
development through the different stages.

Your chart should show how children develop physically in each of the different
stages – 0-3 years, 3-7 years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years. Then you should make
charts to show children’s development socially and emotionally, how their
communication and speech develops and then how they develop intellectually.
This will enable you to meet P2.
M1

Describe the developmental differences of children in the different
age groups
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Task 5:

Using the charts you have already made describe the differences in
development of children in the different age groups. This enables you
to meet M1.

P3

Identify the range of factors that affect children’s growth and
development including the role of maturation

Task 6:

List all the factors that affect children’s growth and development.
This should include health, genetic inheritance, gender, family
background and structure, social class, cultural background, finances,
poverty, environment and housing, disability, discrimination and the
agencies such as health services that work for and with children and
young people. Also you need to include maturation, and how this is
affected by experience and expectations. Write a few sentences about
each of these factors. This will enable you to meet P3.

M2

Explain the potential effects of four factors on the growth and
development of children.

Task 7:

Building on the work you have done for P3 you can now explain the
potential effects of four factors on the growth and development of
children. You have to do more than just describe when you explain.
You have to say how, when, where and why these factors might affect
children. This will enable you to meet M2.

Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:

Understand the role of observation of children’s
development in the workplace

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Describe the role of observation of children’s development

Task 1:

Write notes about why it is useful to observe children. You should
include such things as getting to know about a child’s development,
identifying a child’s needs eg the child may be tired or unwell. You
should also include concerns about a child eg a particular child may be
showing a lot of aggressive behaviour.

Task 2:

You need to write notes about the different ways in which we observe
children informally through watching and thinking and the more formal
methods of observing children such as time samples, event samples,
running records and checklists.

Task 3:

Write notes about objectivity and why it is important to be objective.
Notes should include not jumping to premature conclusions through
ignorance, prejudice, checking views with others.

Task 4:

Notes should be written about reporting findings and concerns from
observation to an appropriate person according to the needs of the
setting. You should also include here the importance of
confidentiality, data protection, procedures for sharing information
and ethical considerations eg Is it ethical to observe children to find
out about them if you haven’t had their permission or the permission
of the parent or placement staff?

Tutor Support Material - Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate and Diploma in
Children’s Care, Learning and Development – February 2006 © Edexcel Limited 2006

18

Task 5:

You now need to put your notes together from these four activities.
You should have written why it is useful to observe children, what
sorts of methods are used, the need to be objective and to report your
findings and the need for confidentiality. This will enable you to cover
P4.

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:

Know how to observe children’s development

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Observe and record the physical, intellectual, emotional, social and
communication development of a child

Task 1:

You should now observe and record the physical, intellectual,
emotional, social and communication development of a child.
Physical development should include how children move about, coordinate movements, use space and large equipment, manipulate and
use small equipment.
Social and emotional development should include how children behave
in everyday situations, how they express feelings and emotions, how
they relate to each other and to adults, how confident children are and
how they feel about themselves (self concept).
Communication and intellectual development should include how
children play, use imagination, take on the role of others, concentrate
on activities, memorise things, solve problems, pay attention to what is
around them and use their senses to gain new information. When you
have undertaken and recorded these observations you will have
covered P5.

M3

Explain the steps undertaken to ensure the effective and appropriate
observation of children

Task 2:

You now need to consider your evidence for P4 as well as the
observations you have undertaken. You should explain, saying how and
why you undertake the steps you took to ensure the effective and
appropriate observation of children. You will need to answer the
following:
• What were the reasons for the observation?
• Why did you choose the methods you used?
• Whose permission did you obtain?
• How did you try to be as objective as possible and not jump to any
conclusion?
• To whom did you report your findings?
• How did you maintain confidentiality?
• What ethical considerations were needed?
This will enable you to meet M3.
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D1

Compare the development of a child that you have observed with the
expected development of a child of this age

Task 3:

You should think carefully about the development of the child you
have observed. Using the developmental charts you have already
produced you should check what you would expect of a child of this
age. Compare the development of the chosen child with what the
expected development of a child of this age. This will enable you to
meet D1.

Assignment 4
Learning outcome 4:

Understand the importance of planning in supporting
children’s needs and development

Assessment/grading criteria:
P6

Describe the process of planning to support children’s development

Task 1:

Using one of the observations you have already undertaken, write how
you might use this observation to plan an activity to help the child’s
development. You should also describe the use of assessment
schedules and checklists.

Task 2:

In a small group, role play a planning meeting in an early years
placement. Note how you and others contribute ideas and suggestions
at this meeting. Write notes about this.

Task 3:

List how different materials can support children’s play and how
equipment can be useful to support different activities.

Task 4:

Make notes about how children’s needs can be supported by the way
that caring routines such as toileting, feeding and weaning are
planned.

Task 5:

You should now put the notes for tasks 1, 2, 3 and 4 together to cover
P6.

M4

Suggest a plan to support the development of a child you have
observed

Task 6:

Choose one of the observations you have already carried out and
suggest a plan to support the development of the child you have
observed. This will enable you to meet M4.

D2

Describe the strengths and weaknesses of the plan to support the
development of the observed child

Task 7:

Using the plan you have just suggested, describe the strengths and
weaknesses of this plan to meet the development of the observed
child. This will enable you to meet D2.
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Key Skills opportunities
Communication level 2
C 2.1a:

Take part in a group discussion

Learners can produce evidence for this when describing the principles, stages and
sequences of growth and development in children.
Information Technology level 2
ICT 2.1:

Search for and select information to meet your needs

Learners can produce evidence for this when outlining the development of children
0-3 years, 3-7 years, 7-12 years and 12-16 years.
Problem Solving level 2
PS2.1:

Identify a problem with help from an appropriate person and
identify different ways of tackling it

Learners can produce evidence for this when describing the process of planning to
support children’s development.

Additional Resources
Practical work placement in child care setting

Books
•

Meggitt, C - Child development: an illustrated guide (Heinemann Educational,
2006) ISBN 0435420488

•

Riddall-Leech, S - How to observe children - Professional Development Series
(Heinemann Educational, 2005) ISBN 0435401866

•

Tassoni, P (et al) - NVQ Level 2 Children’s Care, Learning and Development:
candidate handbook (Heinemann Educational, 2005) ISBN 0435449176

•

Your baby and toddler from birth to three years (Dorling Kingsley, 2004) ISBN
1405306998
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Unit 2:

Keeping Children Safe

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Four sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

1

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities

Introduction to the need to keep children safe.

Discussions of the importance of keeping children safe.

Learning outcome 1: Understand how to prepare and
maintain a safe and secure environment for children.

Discussions of own personal hygiene needs and activities. Thought
shower and note taking.

Good hygiene practice: coverage of the principles of cross
infection, own hygiene practice, encouraging good hygiene
practice in children, disposal of waste, food handling,
handling body fluids, issues concerning the spread of HIV
and hepatitis.

Tutor/visiting nurse to give input concerning the principles of cross
infection.

P2: Outline basic hygiene principles for a child care
setting.
M2: Explain the importance of ensuring that hygiene
principles are carried out in a child care setting.
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Outside speaker from a child care setting to talk about
encouraging good hygiene practice in children, the disposal of
waste, food handling, handling body fluids and issues concerning
the spread of HIV and hepatitis.
Learners should also discuss their own placement experiences.
Learners should make notes at all stages to prepare for meeting P2
for which they need to outline basic hygiene practices in a child
care setting and for M2, for which they must explain the
importance of ensuring that hygiene principles are carried out in a
child care setting.
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Outline of possible programme of learning

2

Relevant legislation and regulations concerning safety in a
child care setting.

Input will be needed from the tutor with respect to legislation and
regulations relevant to child care settings.

Current examples are the Health and Safety Acts, RIDDOR,
COSHH regulations with respect to the safe storage of
hazardous materials, food hygiene regulations, safe moving
and handling, risk assessment, specified adult:child ratios,
authorised access to premises.

This can be supported by internet research by learners.

Centres need to be aware of the need to keep abreast of
changes in legislation and regulations.

It would also be useful to have a visiting speaker from a child care
setting to talk about how legislation and regulations are met in a
child care setting.
Learners should also use their own placement experience.
Notes must be made by learners in order to prepare for P1 and M1.

Learning Outcome 1
Part of P1: Describe how to prepare and maintain a safe
and secure environment for children
Part of M1: Explain how to prepare and maintain a safe
and secure environment for children
Safe use of equipment and materials

3

There needs to be coverage of conformity to
manufacturers’ instructions and the policies of the setting,
checks to ensure safety at the beginning, middle and end
of a day or session with checks on safety gates, socket
covers, window and door catches, cooker guards, safety
harnesses, safety with animals, plants, sand pits, water
and outdoor spaces as well as the reporting of faults.

The safe use of equipment and materials can be introduced by the
tutor, with class discussion and a thought shower.
Again input from a worker from a child care setting would be
useful.
Learners should also use their own placement experience.
Notes must be made by learners to prepare P1 and M1.

Learning Outcome 1
P1 (Part): Describe how to prepare and maintain a safe
and secure environment for children
M1 (Part): Explain how to prepare and maintain a safe and
secure environment for children
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Lay out and organisation
This needs to cover furniture and fixtures, size and
position, ensuring of children’s safety according to their
needs, ages and abilities.
Learning Outcome 1
4

P1 (Part): Describe how to prepare and maintain a safe
and secure environment for children
M1 (Part): Explain how to prepare and maintain a safe and
secure environment for children

Lay out and organisation of furniture and fixtures, size and
position, ensuring children’s safety according to their needs, ages
and abilities needs some discussion followed by learners in small
groups drawing plans of a suitable lay out.
A visit to a child care setting would also be useful.
Learners should also use their own placement experience.
Learners should now be in a position to cover most of P1 and M1
and, when they are ready to do so following placement
experience, should be in a position to meet D1.

D1: Justify the layout, organisation, equipment and
materials in a child care setting known to them in terms of
safety considerations.
Supervision and personal safety.
This topic area needs to include safe supervision of
children according to the children or young people’s ages,
abilities and needs. This should include balancing safety,
risk, challenge and protection.

5

In addition there needs to be coverage of personal safety
and the safety of others to include learners’ own safety
and that of other adults as well as the children.
Learning Outcome 1
P1 (Part): Describe how to prepare and maintain a safe
and secure environment for children
M1 (Part): Explain how to prepare and maintain a safe and
secure environment for children

Learners need to discuss all aspects of safe supervision particularly
the balancing of safety, risk, challenge and protection. The tutor
will need to guide such discussion and include consideration of
children’s needs, ages and abilities so that there is an inclusive
approach.
Similarly, aspects of personal safety must be covered.
Notes must be made by learners to go with the notes already made
in weeks 2, 3 and 4 in order to prepare for meeting the relevant
assessment criteria.
Learners should now be in a position to cover all of P1 and M1 and,
when they are ready to do so following placement experience,
should be in a position to meet D1.

D1: Justify the layout, organisation, equipment and
materials in a child care setting known to them in terms of
safety considerations.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Types, signs and symptoms of abuse
Learning Outcome 2: Know how to support the protection
of children from abuse.

6

There needs to be coverage of physical, emotional, sexual,
abuse as well as neglect, bullying and harassment together
with such signs and symptoms as failure to thrive, bruising,
burns, marks, lack of hygiene and health care as well as
behavioural changes such as regression, withdrawal,
aggression and excessive attention seeking.

There will need to be tutor input with respect to the types, signs
and symptoms of child abuse.
Learners can also undertake internet research.
Specialist input from Social Services is also suggested.
Notes must be made by learners to prepare for meeting P3.

P3: State the possible types, signs and symptoms of child
abuse and why it is important to follow the policies and
procedures of the work setting.

7

Policies and procedures with respect to suspected child
abuse and the policies and procedures of the child care
setting. Why it is important to follow these procedures and
policies.
Learning Outcome 2

Specialist input from trained Child care/Social Services staff
should be sought here.
Learners may be aware of the policies and procedures of their
placement setting and these should be discussed.
Notes must be made by learners to prepare for meeting P3.

P3: State the possible types, signs and symptoms of child
abuse and why it is important to follow the policies and
procedures of the work setting.
Awareness

8

This needs to cover the encouragement of children to be
aware of their own bodies and understand their rights not
to be abused according to their age, needs and abilities.
P3: State the possible types, signs and symptoms of child
abuse and why it is important to follow the policies and
procedures of the work setting.
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Input from a child care worker would be useful here as well as
discussion by learners with respect to their own placement
experiences in addition to discussion of how they might encourage
children to be aware of their own bodies and rights.
Learners should make notes.
Learners can now put together all of their notes from this week
and weeks 6 and 7 in order to meet P3.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Preparing for outings with children
Learning outcome 3: Understand how to maintain the
safety of children on outings.

9

Supporting planning and preparation to cover the choice of
outing, consent and involvement of families, lists of
children and other adults, adult:child ratios, travel and
insurance details, first aid cover, appropriate clothes and
protection, food and equipment, contingency plans and
contacts.

Learners should discuss all the planning and preparation for taking
children on an outing and then take notes.
Learners can use their own experiences from placement, and input
from a child care worker from a child care setting would be useful.
Notes should be made by learners to prepare for meeting P4 and
M3.

P4: Outline the procedures and practices that need to be
adhered to when taking children on an outing.
M3: Explain the reasons underlying the procedures to be
undertaken when taking children on an outing.
Accompanying children on outings
Learning Outcome 3

10

Coverage needs to include suitable clothes and shoes,
talking, listening and being aware of children’s needs,
helping to undertake regular safety checks, being
observant and constantly vigilant, checking all children are
present, head counts, checking for toilet needs and cover
in the sun.

Again, learners should discuss what is involved in accompanying
children on outings. They should use their experience from
placements, and a talk from a child care worker would also be
useful.
Further notes should be made towards meeting P4 and M3.

P4: Outline the procedures and practices that need to be
adhered to when taking children on an outing.
M3: Explain the reasons underlying the procedures to be
undertaken when taking children on an outing.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Following policies and procedures for protection, safety,
accidents and emergencies and why they should be
followed.
Learning outcome 4: Know how to deal with accidents,
illness and emergencies

11

There will need to be tutor input with respect to policies and
procedures for protection, safety, accidents and emergencies.
This may be supplemented by input from a child care worker.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P5, M4 and D2.

There needs to be coverage of fire, security, missing
children, why it is important to remain calm, follow
instructions about children’s diets and allergies, calling for
assistance when required, calling for assistance when
required, maintaining the safety of others, providing
reassurance and comfort, reporting and recording
procedures.
P5: Outline the policies and procedures related to
accidents, emergencies and children’s illness in a child
care setting
M4: Explain how policies and procedures with respect to
accidents, emergencies and children’s illness help to keep
children safe
D2: Evaluate the ways that policies and procedures with
respect to accidents, emergencies and children’s illnesses
ensure the safety of children.
Help implement emergency arrangements as required
Learning Outcome 3/4

12

This needs to cover the awareness of the location and
contents of the first aid box whether on an outing or in the
child care setting and assisting with emergency procedures
in a supportive role.
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Following the previous week’s work regarding the policies and
procedures with respect accidents and emergencies, learners are
now in a position to know how to help implement emergency
procedures as required.
Further notes should be made by learners.
These notes should be added to those already made towards
meeting P4 and M3 and so enable learners to cover these criteria.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Basic First Aid procedures
Learning Outcome 4
13

There needs to be coverage of recognition and response to
choking, unconsciousness, breathing difficulties, bleeding,
anaphylactic shock, burns, minor injuries such as bumps
and grazes.
P6: Undertake basic first aid procedures.
Illness
Learning Outcome 4
Coverage should include policies and procedures for illness
in children and young people and the recognition of illness
such as fever, rashes, headache, crying, breathlessness,
pallor.

14

P5: Outline the policies and procedures related to
accidents, emergencies and children’s illness in a child
care setting

Centres are strongly recommended to have input from a specialist
First Aid trainer to cover basic first aid procedures.
These basic first aid procedures must be undertaken by learners
and there will need to be documentary evidence in the form of a
witness statement or checklist signed by an appropriately qualified
person.
This will enable learners to meet P6.
Policies and procedures for dealing with illness in children need
tutor/child care worker input as well as discussion of placement
experience by learners.
Notes need to be made by learners.
In addition there needs to be tutor input supplemented by internet
research by learners with respect to the signs and symptoms of
illness.
Learners can now fully meet P5, M4 and D2.

M4: Explain how policies and procedures with respect to
accidents, emergencies and children’s illness help to keep
children safe
D2: Evaluate the ways that policies and procedures with
respect to accidents, emergencies and children’s illnesses
ensure the safety of children.

Tutor Support Material - Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate and Diploma in
Children’s Care, Learning and Development – February 2006 © Edexcel Limited 2006

29

Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning outcome 1:

Understand how to prepare and maintain a safe and
secure environment for children

Assessment/Grading Criteria:
P1

Describe how to prepare and maintain a safe and secure environment
for children

Task 1:

Briefly describe the safe of use of equipment and materials in a child
care setting. You need to include conformity to manufacturers’
instructions and the policies of the setting, checks to ensure safety at
the beginning, middle and end of a day or session with checks on
safety gates, socket covers, window and door catches, cooker guards,
safety harnesses, safety with animals, plants, sand pits, water and
outdoor spaces as well as the reporting of faults.

Task 2:

Draw a diagram to show an ideal lay out and organisation of equipment
and materials. This needs to cover furniture and fixtures, size and
position, ensuring of children’s safety according to their needs, ages
and abilities.

Task 3:

Outline the need for supervision. This needs to include the safe
supervision of children according to the children or young people’s
ages, abilities and needs. This should include balancing safety, risk,
challenge and protection.

Task 4:

Personal safety and the safety of others, to include not only the
learner but also other adults, need to be briefly described.

Task 5:

Outline relevant legislation and regulations concerning safety in a child
care setting. Current examples that you need to include are the Health
and Safety Acts, RIDDOR, COSHH regulations with respect to the safe
storage of hazardous materials, food hygiene regulations, safe moving
and handling, risk assessment, specified adult:child ratios, authorised
access to premises.

M1

Explain how to prepare and maintain a safe and secure environment
for children

Task 6:

In order to meet this you must explain, (that is describe in detail
what, when, where and why) the safety considerations, including
legislative requirements, that are needed in a child care setting with
respect to equipment, materials, lay-out and organisation.

D1

Justify the layout, organisation, equipment and materials in a child
care setting known to them in terms of safety considerations

Task 7:

In order to meet D1 you must give reasons for the layout, organisation,
equipment and materials in a child care setting known to you in terms
of safety considerations.
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P2

Outline basic hygiene principles for a child care setting

Task 8:

You must describe good hygiene practice ensuring that you cover the
principles of cross infection, own hygiene practice, encouragement of
good hygiene practice in children, disposal of waste, food handling,
handling body fluids as well as issues concerning the spread of HIV and
hepatitis.

M2

Explain the importance of ensuring that hygiene principles are carried
out in a child care setting

Task 9:

Here you must do more than describe hygiene principles in a child care
setting. You must explain – that is describe in detail what, why, how
and when – the importance of ensuring that hygiene principles are
carried out in a child care setting.

Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:

Know how to support the protection of children from
abuse

Assessment/grading criteria:
P3

State the possible types, signs and symptoms of child abuse and why it
is important to follow the policies and procedures of the work setting

Task 1:

You need to briefly describe physical, emotional and sexual, abuse as
well as neglect, bullying and harassment together with such signs and
symptoms as failure to thrive, bruising, burns, marks, lack of hygiene
and health care as well as behavioural changes such as regression,
withdrawal, aggression and excessive attention seeking.

Task 2:

Briefly describe the policies and procedures of the child care setting
with respect to suspected child abuse. State why it is important to
follow these procedures and policies.

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:

Understand how to maintain the safety of children on
outings

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Outline the procedures and practices that need to be adhered to when
taking children on an outing

Task 1:

Briefly describe how to support planning and preparation for children’s
outings by covering the choice of outing, consent and involvement of
families, lists of children and other adults, adult:child ratios, travel
and insurance details, first aid cover, appropriate clothes and
protection, food and equipment, contingency plans and contacts.

Task 2:

Outline the steps needed when accompanying children on outings.
This needs to include suitable clothes and shoes, talking, listening and
being aware of children’s needs, helping to undertake regular safety
checks, being observant and constantly vigilant, checking all children
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are present, head counts, checking for toilet needs and cover up in the
sun.
Task 3:

Briefly describe how to help implement emergency arrangements as
required. This needs to cover the awareness of the location and
contents of the first aid box and assisting with emergency procedures
in a supportive role.

M3

Explain the reasons underlying the procedures to be undertaken when
taking children on an outing

Task 4:

You need to explain – that is describe in detail why, what, when and
where – the reasons underlying the procedures to be undertaken when
taking children on an outing.

Assignment 4
Learning outcome 4:

Know how to deal with accidents, illness and
emergencies

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Outline the policies and procedures related to accidents, emergencies
and children’s illness in a child care setting

Task 1:

Outline the policies and procedures for protection, safety, accidents
and emergencies and state why they should be followed. There needs
to be coverage of fire, security, missing children, why it is important
to remain calm, follow instructions about children’s diets and
allergies, calling for assistance when required, calling for assistance
when required, maintaining the safety of others, providing reassurance
and comfort, reporting and recording procedures.

Task 2:

You should now outline the policies and procedures for illness in
children and young people and the recognition of illness such as fever,
rashes, headache, crying, breathlessness, pallor.

M4

Explain how policies and procedures with respect to accidents,
emergencies and children’s illness help to keep children safe

Task 3:

You must explain (describe in detail what, why, when and where)
policies and procedures with respect to accidents, emergencies and
children’s illness help to keep children safe.

D2

Evaluate the ways that policies and procedures with respect to
accidents, emergencies and children’s illnesses ensure the safety of
children

Task 4:

You need to evaluate – that is, give the strengths and weaknesses – of
the ways that policies and procedures with respect to accidents,
emergencies and children’s illnesses ensure the safety of children.

P6

Undertake basic first aid procedures
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Task 5:

You need to undertake basic First Aid procedures with coverage of
recognition and response to choking, unconsciousness, breathing
difficulties, bleeding, anaphylactic shock, burns, minor injuries such as
bumps and grazes. A qualified first aid trainer will observe you
undertaking these procedures and record what you have done.

Key Skills Opportunities
Communication level 2
C2.2:

Read and summarise information from at least two documents about
the same subject. Each document must be a minimum of 500 words
long

Learners can produce evidence for this when describing the safe of use of equipment
and materials in a child care setting.
Information technology level 2
ICT2.1:

Search for and select information to meet your needs

Learners can produce evidence for this when outlining relevant legislation and
regulations concerning safety in a child care setting.
Additional Resources
•

Practical work placement in child care setting

•

A range of First Aid equipment including resuscitation is required

•

First aid box

Books
•

Howe, D - “Child Abuse and neglect: attachment, development and interaction”
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2005) ISBN 1403948267

•

Kay, J - “Good practice in child care” (Continuum International Publishing
Group, 2004) ISBN 0826472737

•

Marotz - “Health, safety, nutrition young child” (Delmar, 2004) ISBN 140183700X

•

Tassoni, P (et al) - “NVQ Level 2 Children’s Care, Learning and Development:
candidate handbook” (Heinemann Educational, 2005) ISBN 0435449176

Websites
•

www.food.gov.uk

•

www.northlan.gov.uk

•

www.Ntlworld.com

•

www.welltown.gov.uk

•

www.boots.com
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Unit 3:

Communication with Children
and Adults

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Three sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities

Learning outcome 1: Understand the key features of effective
interpersonal communication
Verbal and non-verbal behaviour

1 and 2

The following need to be covered: form, pitch, volume, turntaking, questioning skills, pausing, silence, eye contact, facial
expression, “conversations” with babies, body movement,,
posture, gesture, muscle tension, touch, proximity,
orientation, cultural differences, importance of these factors
when interacting with children and adults.

Explanation of the different terms eg form, pitch by the tutor.
Watching videos of people interacting both verbally and nonverbally.
Noting the different key features in the video.
Role play by learner of the key verbal and non-verbal features.
Notes to be made by learners to prepare for P1 and for M1.

P1: Describe the key features of effective interpersonal
communication
M1: Explain the key features in promoting effective
communication and overcoming difficulties.
As above

Listening skills: active listening to achieve understanding,
reflective listening and paraphrasing, watching facial
expression of others to check understanding, role of memory
in active listening.
3

Explanation of the different terms eg reflective listening and
paraphrasing by the tutor. Watching videos of people
interacting with the emphasis upon listening skills.

Learning outcome 1

Noting the listening skills in the video.

P1: Describe the key features of effective interpersonal
interaction.

Role play by learners of listening skills.
Notes to be made by learners to prepare for P1 and for M1.

M1: Explain the key features in promoting effective
communication and overcoming difficulties.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Communication difficulties - Coverage is needed of language
differences, signed languages, sensory difficulties, emotional
distress, barriers in the environment such as noise, room layout, lighting, barriers to understanding such as assumptions,
cultural differences, belief systems, stereotypes.
4

There needs to be tutor input with respect to communication
difficulties supplemented by learner discussion and review using
placement experience. Videos may also be useful.
Notes to be made by learners to prepare for P2 and for M1.

Learning Outcome 1
P2: Outline the difficulties that may arise in communication
and how these may be overcome.
M1: Explain the key features in promoting effective
communication and overcoming difficulties.

5

Input by the tutor, discussion by learners.

Overcoming barriers to communication - This needs coverage
of the use of communication aids, interpreting non-verbal
behaviour, the use of clear speech and plain language’
adaptation of the environment, understanding of cultural
differences, checking understanding, using skilled
communicators, understanding differences such as between
one’s own beliefs and the beliefs held by others.

Learners could role play overcoming communication difficulties.
Notes need to be made by learners to prepare for P2 and M1.

Learning Outcome 1
P2: Outline the difficulties that may arise in communication
and how these may be overcome.
M2: Explain the key features in promoting effective
communication and overcoming difficulties.
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Outline of possible programme of learning

6

Learning Outcome 2: Understand how to interact and
communicate with children.

There needs to be discussion of interaction and communication
with children with reference to placement experience.

Giving attention: showing children that full attention is being
given through body language, facial expression, speech and
gesture, active listening, considerate and sympathetic
approach, asking questions to check understanding, show
understanding of the importance of giving attention.

Role play of interacting and communicating with children
should be undertaken to provide evidence towards P4, as well
as witness statements from placement staff.

P4: Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and
communicate with children

7 and 8

Activities to encourage communication and language. Taking
time to communicate with children in everyday activities, the
use of music, movement, rhythm, rhymes, games and stories,
the effective use of eye contact, body movement and voice,
the use of appropriate language to enhance children’s
communication skills and learning, the ensuring of suitability
to children’s age, needs, and abilities, the use of every
opportunity to encourage children’s communication and
language development.
Learning outcome 2: Understand how to interact and
communicate with children
P4: Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and
communicate with children
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There will need to be considerable tutor input here with learner
discussion.
Following this there should be role play to provide the
opportunity for learners to practise and gain evidence of their
ability to encourage children’s communication and language.
This should also be followed up in placement with a member of
staff completing s witness statement or checklist.
This should help to provide evidence for P4.

Outline of possible programme of learning
Tutor input will be needed together with discussion by learners.

Communicating clearly. Communication at the child’s own
level, being a good model of communication, checking
understanding, conveying value of views, feelings and
opinions, encouraging the expression of needs, making
choices, and different methods of communicating, being a
listening ear when needed.
9

Role play should also be used to enable clear communication
with children and enable learners to demonstrate their ability
to communicate clearly.
Witness statements from placement staff should also be used as
evidence.

Learning outcome 2: Understand how to interact and
communicate with children

This will provide further evidence for P4.
Using evidence from these interactions learners must justify the
ways in which children were given encouragement to express
themselves in the interactions undertaken in order to meet D2.

P4: Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and
communicate with children
D2: Justify the ways in which children were given
encouragement to express themselves in the interactions
undertaken.

Tutor input will be needed together with discussion by learners.

Enabling children to express themselves. Giving children time
to express themselves in their own manner, words and time,
acknowledging children’s expression including expression of
feeling, enabling expression by and acknowledgement of
children in groups, showing understanding of the importance
of enabling children to express themselves and to be heard,
including in group situations.
10

Role play should also be used to enable learners to demonstrate
their ability to enable children to express themselves.
Witness statements from placement staff should also be used as
evidence.
This will provide further evidence for P4 and D2.

Learning outcome 2: Understand how to interact and
communicate with children
P4: Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and
communicate with children
D2: Justify the ways in which children were given
encouragement to express themselves in the interactions
undertaken.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Learning outcome 3: Understand how to interact and
communicate with adults

11

Tutor input will be needed together with discussion by learners.
Role play should also be used to show interaction and
communication with adults.

Approach - Showing courtesy, respect, use of preferred
names, valuing of adults’ needs, preferences, views and
opinions, understanding of why this is important in the
development of positive relationships.

There should also be witness statements from placement to
show learners’ ability to interact and communicate with adults.
This will provide evidence towards meeting P5, M2 and D1.

P5: Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and
communicate with adults
M2: Explain the differences and similarities between
interacting and communicating with children and adults
D1: Evaluate the interactions/communications carried out
with children and adults.

12

Communication methods - Use of methods appropriate to
adults, adaptation of methods when difficulties are
encountered, giving full attention, showing understanding,
responding positively, showing respect for views of other
adults, clarifying any uncertainties. Making suggestions, and
giving information when requested, coping with
disagreements with adults.

Tutor input will be needed together with discussion by learners.

Learning outcome 3: Understand how to interact and
communicate with adults

This will provide evidence towards meeting P5, M2 and D1.

Role play should also be used to show the use of appropriate
communication methods with adults.
There should also be witness statements from placement to
show learners’ ability to use appropriate communication
methods with adults.

P5: Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and
communicate with adults
M2: Explain the differences and similarities between
interacting and communicating with children and adults
D1: Evaluate the interactions/communications carried out
with children and adults.
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Outline of possible programme of learning

13

Promotion of self-esteem. How self esteem may be developed
and maintained in response to the reaction of others,
communication that conveys respect and value, how self
esteem may be threatened by communication that does not
convey value.

Tutor input with respect to the concept of self esteem.

Learning Outcomes 1, 2 and 3

Learners need to make notes with respect to how
communication with children and adults shows value and
promotes self esteem. This will provide evidence for P3.

P3: Describe how communication can be used to promote self
esteem

This will provide evidence for M3.

Confidentiality - Understanding there is organisational policy
with respect to confidentiality and the exchange of
information, the importance of reassuring adults of the
confidentiality of shared information and the limits of this
confidentiality.

There needs to be tutor input concerning confidentiality and
the sharing of information.
Confidentiality needs to be discussed especially the limits of
confidentiality.
Input from a child care worker would be useful to introduce a
policy concerning confidentiality and the sharing of
information.

P6: Describe a policy in a child care setting that concerns
confidentiality and the sharing of information.
M4: Explain why it is important to have a policy with respect
to confidentiality and the sharing of information in a child
care setting.
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There needs to be discussion by learners.

Interactions need to be undertaken with children and adults to
show how value and self esteem were communicated.

M3: Explain how self esteem can be promoted in interactions
with adults and children

14

This needs to be explained in terms of how self esteem may be
developed and threatened.

Learners need to describe a policy in a child care setting
concerning confidentiality and the sharing of information in
order to meet P6. Learners should then explain why it is
important to have a policy with respect to confidentiality and
the sharing of information in a child care setting in order to
meet M4.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning outcome 1:

Understand the key features of effective interpersonal
communication

Assessment/Grading Criteria:
P1

Describe the key features of effective interpersonal communication

Task 1:

Describe verbal and non-verbal behaviour making sure that you cover
form, pitch, volume, turn-taking, questioning skills, pausing, silence,
eye contact, facial expression, “conversations” with babies, body
movement,, posture, gesture, muscle tension, touch, proximity,
orientation, cultural differences, importance of these factors when
interacting with children and adults.

Task 2:

Describe listening skills making sure that you include active listening to
achieve understanding, reflective listening and paraphrasing, watching
facial expression of others to check understanding, role of memory in
active listening.

P2

Outline the difficulties that may arise in communication and how these
may be overcome

Task 3:

Outline by briefly describing communication difficulties including
language differences, signed languages, sensory difficulties, emotional
distress, barriers in the environment such as noise, room lay-out,
lighting, barriers to understanding such as assumptions, cultural
differences, belief systems, stereotypes.

Task 4:

Outline how barriers to communication may be overcome. You need to
include the use of communication aids, interpreting non-verbal
behaviour, the use of clear speech and plain language, adaptation of
the environment, understanding of cultural differences, checking
understanding, using skilled communicators, understanding
differences such as between one’s own beliefs and the beliefs held by
others.

M1

Explain the key features in promoting effective communication and
overcoming difficulties

Task 5:

You now need to explain - which is describe in detail what, why, when
and where - the key features in promoting effective communication
and overcoming difficulties.
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Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:
children

Understand how to interact and communicate with

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and communicate with
children

Task 1:

You need to demonstrate your ability to give attention to children,
showing children that full attention is being given through body
language, facial expression, speech and gesture, active listening,
considerate and sympathetic approach, asking questions to check
understanding, show understanding of the importance of giving
attention. You may be able to do this through role play, but it would
be better to demonstrate this in your placement. You must have a
detailed witness statement from somebody who has observed you.

Task 2:

You need to demonstrate your ability to encourage communication and
language when undertaking activities with children you need to take
time to communicate with children in everyday activities, through the
use of music, movement, rhythm, rhymes, games and stories, the
effective use of eye contact, body movement and voice, the use of
appropriate language to enhance children’s communication skills and
learning, ensuring suitability to children’s age, needs, and abilities and
the use of every opportunity to encourage children’s communication
and language development. You may be able to do this through role
play, but it would be better to demonstrate this in your placement.
You must have a detailed witness statement from somebody who has
observed you.

Task 3:

You need to demonstrate your ability to communicate clearly
communicating at the child’s own level, being a good model of
communication, checking understanding, conveying value of views,
feelings and opinions, encouraging the expression of needs, making
choices, and different methods of communicating, being a listening
ear when needed. You may be able to do this through role play, but it
would be better to demonstrate this in your placement. You must have
a detailed witness statement from somebody who has observed you.

Task 4:

You need to demonstrate your ability to enable children to express
themselves. This means giving children time to express themselves in
their own manner, words and time, acknowledging children’s
expression including expression of feeling, enabling expression by and
acknowledgement of children in groups, showing understanding of the
importance of enabling children to express themselves and to be
heard, including in group situations. You may be able to do this
through role play, but it would be better to demonstrate this in your
placement. You must have a detailed witness statement from
somebody who has observed you.

D2

Justify the ways in which children were given encouragement to
express themselves in the interactions undertaken
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Task 5:

Give reasons for the ways in which children were given encouragement
to express themselves in the interactions undertaken.

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:
adults

Understand how to interact and communicate with

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Demonstrate understanding of how to interact and communicate with
adults

Task 1:

You need to demonstrate your ability to approach adults
appropriately, showing courtesy, respect, use of preferred names,
valuing adults’ needs, preferences, views and opinions and showing
understanding of why this is important in the development of positive
relationships. You may be able to do this in class through role play, but
you may also demonstrate this in your placement. You must have a
detailed witness statement from somebody who has observed you.

Task 2:

You need to demonstrate your ability to use of methods of
communication appropriate to adults, adapting methods when
difficulties are encountered, giving full attention, showing
understanding, responding positively, showing respect for the views of
other adults, clarifying any uncertainties as well as making
suggestions, and giving information when requested and coping with
disagreements with adults. You may be able to do this in class through
role play, but you may also demonstrate this in your placement. You
must have a detailed witness statement from somebody who has
observed you.

M2

Explain the differences and similarities between interacting and
communicating with children and adults

Task 3:

You need to describe in detail what, why, when and where there are
differences and similarities between interacting and communicating
with children and adults in the demonstrations undertaking.

D1

Evaluate the interactions/communications carried out with children
and adults

Task 4:

Give the strengths and weaknesses of the interactions/communications
carried out with children and adults saying how good these were and
where they could have been undertaken more effectively.

P3

Describe how communication can be used to promote self esteem

Task 5:

Describe the promotion of self-esteem. Describe how self esteem may
be developed and maintained in response to the reaction of others,
how communication that conveys respect and value, how self esteem
may be threatened by communication that does not convey value.

M3

Explain how self esteem can be promoted in interactions with adults
and children
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Task 6:
P6

Describe in detail what, why, how, when and where value and self
esteem were communicated in the interactions with children and
adults.
Describe a policy in a child care setting concerning confidentiality and
the sharing of information

Task 7:

Based on either your own placement or another child care setting
describe the policy concerning confidentiality and the sharing of
information.

M4

Explain why it is important to have a policy with respect to
confidentiality and the sharing of information in a child care setting

Task 8:

Describe in detail why and when it is important to have a policy with
respect to confidentiality and the sharing of information in a child care
setting.

Key Skills Opportunities
Communication level 2
C2.1a:

Take part in a group discussion. Learners can produce evidence for this
when discussing how self esteem may be developed and threatened.

C2.1b:

Give a talk of at least four minutes. Learners can produce evidence for
this based on either their own placement or another child care setting
by describing the policy concerning confidentiality and the sharing of
information.

Additional Resources:
Practical work placement in child care setting
Books
• Briant, M. Z. - “Baby sign language basics: for hearing babies and toddlers” (Bay
House, 2004) ISBN 1401902901
• Buckley, B. - “Children’s communication skills: from birth to five years”
(Routledge, 2003) ISBN 0415259940
• Dougherty, K. D. - “How to talk to your baby” (Avery Publishing Group, 2001) ISBN
0399527311
Websites
• www.skillscascade.com
• www.tesco.com
• www.cambridge.com
• www.bbc.co.uk
• www.batod,org.uk
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Unit 4:

Preparing and Maintaining
Environments for Child Care

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Four sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

1

Topic areas

Suggested Learner Activities

Learning outcome 1: Know how to prepare and maintain the
physical and play environment.

There needs to be tutor input with respect to the ensuring health
and safety in child care settings.

Ensure health and safety - Learners need to know about the
importance of following risk assessments and health and
safety regulations as well as regulations that apply to the
environment.

Learners should undertake internet research about risk
assessment, health and safety regulations and environmental
regulations.

Learners also need to be aware of the policies and
procedures of the setting before and during the children’s
presence and of the need to check appropriate heating and
ventilation.

There should be learner discussion of the policies and procedures
of their placements.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P1.

P1: Describe how all aspects of health and safety are
ensured in children’s environments.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Use of space

2

There needs to be coverage of effective use of space to
provide activities and play environments for children both
indoors and outdoors. How furniture, equipment and
resources are set out safely, while ensuring entrances,
exists and fire exits are not obstructed need to be included
and the monitoring of space during and after a day’s
session.

Learners should draw plans of the lay out of their placements to
show the use of space.
There should also be discussion of how this is undertaken safely
and of how this is monitored on an ongoing basis.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P1, P2 and M1.

Learning Outcome 1
P1: Describe how all aspects of health and safety are
ensured in children’s environments
P2: Outline the steps needed in preparing and maintaining
the physical and play environment
M1: Explain how all aspects of the physical and play
environment should be prepared and maintained
Meeting children’s needs

3

Learners need to know about ensuring the appropriateness
of the environment, including the play materials and
equipment to the ages, developmental stages and any
special or additional needs of the children and ensuring that
the environment is accessible and inclusive for all children.
Learning Outcome 1
P2: Outline the steps needed in preparing and maintaining
the physical and play environment

There will need to be tutor input concerning ensuring that the
environment is appropriate to the ages, developmental stage and
any special or additional needs of the children. The need to
ensure the accessibility and inclusiveness of the environment
must also be covered.
Learners will need to discuss the accessibility and inclusiveness
of the environment.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P2 and M1.

M1: Explain how all aspects of the physical and play
environment should be prepared and maintained
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Learning outcome 2: Understand how to prepare and
maintain a stimulating environment.
Displays

4 and 5

The use of visual and tactile displays to provide a positive
learning experience for children. Promoting positive images
of people in accordance with the values and principles of
the early years sector.
Involving children in preparing and maintaining displays.
Helping display children’s work in ways that encourage them
and promote self esteem.

Tutor input with respect to displays.
Input from a child care worker.
Discussion by learners.
Learners to create displays providing positive images and positive
learning experiences as well as promoting self esteem in
children.
Notes should be made towards meeting P3 and M2.

P3: Describe how to prepare and maintain a stimulating
environment
M2: Explain how to ensure that the environment is
stimulating for children
Use of the senses

Tutor input with respect to the use of the senses.

Use of different colours, music and sounds, scents and
aromas to provide an interesting and exciting environment.

Exploration of the use of the senses by learners.

Learning Outcome 2
6

P3: Describe how to prepare and maintain a stimulating
environment

Input from a child care worker with interest in the use of the
senses.
Notes to be made by learners towards meeting P3, M2 and D1.

M2: Explain how to ensure that the environment is
stimulating for children
D1: Justify the use of the senses in stimulating children’s
interest and involvement
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Outline of possible programme of learning

7

Nature of environment

Tutor input.

The need for regular environmental changes to stimulate
children’s interest. Provision of a sufficiently flexible choice
of resources with variety for play according to children’s
ages, needs and abilities. The encouragement of children’s
active involvement in decisions about their environment and
finding out what they want in their play environment.

Learner discussion.
Use of placement experience.
Notes to be made by learners towards meeting P3 and M2.

Learning Outcome 2
P3: Describe how to prepare and maintain a stimulating
environment
M2: Explain how to ensure that the environment is
stimulating for children
Learning outcome 3: Understand how to maintain an
environment that builds children’s confidence and
resilience.
Achievements

8

The importance of praise and acknowledgement of all
children’s achievements, helping children to recognise their
own achievements and to make progress and achievements
appropriate to their age, needs and abilities. The
encouragement of children to participate in activities,
Learners’ awareness of the relationship between self
esteem, confidence and resilience.

Tutor input with respect to the non-physical aspects of the
environment.
Learner discussion.
Role play by learners.
Notes to be made by learners with respect to P4 and M3.

P4: Describe how to maintain an environment that builds
children’s confidence and resilience
M3: Explain the important elements of maintaining an
environment that builds children’s confidence and resilience
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Outline of possible programme of learning

9

Change and consistency

Tutor input.

The importance of explaining foreseeable changes in the
environment clearly and honestly, providing reassurance,
explanations and comfort for any changes in the
environment.

Discussion by learners.

The effects of security and reassurance on children’s
confidence, recognising insecurity and anxiety. The role of
the ability to predict upon children’s sense of security and
confidence.

Notes to be made by learners with respect to P4 and M3.

Input from child care worker.
Discussion by learners of own placement experiences.

Learning Outcome 3
Learners’ awareness of the relationship between self
esteem, confidence and resilience.
P4: Describe how to maintain an environment that builds
children’s confidence and resilience
M3: Explain the important elements of maintaining an
environment that builds children’s confidence and resilience
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Socialising and backgrounds

Tutor input.

Providing an environment that encourages children to
socialise with each other and adults and helping children to
be positive about their own cultural backgrounds.

Discussion by learners.

Informal games and play opportunities to stimulate and
encourage children.
10

Learning Outcome 3
Learners’ awareness of the relationship between self
esteem, confidence and resilience.

Input from child care worker.
Discussion by learners of own placement experiences.
Collation of ideas regarding informal games and play
opportunities as well as ways enabling children to be positive
about their own cultural backgrounds.
Notes to be made by learners with respect to P4 and M3.

P4: Describe how to maintain an environment that builds
children’s confidence and resilience
M3: Explain the important elements of maintaining an
environment that builds children’s confidence and resilience
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Learning outcome 4: Know how to support routines for
children and integrate play.
Provision of food and drinks.
Understand the basic nutritional needs of children, drinking
water, different food groups and nutritional requirements.
The effects of poor diet should also be covered as well as
cultural variations.
Different types of food allergies need to be included here as
well as the importance of following the procedures of the
setting to protect children and of supporting food
preferences.
11 and 12

Basic information about safe food handling needs to be
covered.
Also there needs to be coverage of the use of opportunities
to support and encourage children’s play.

Learners should undertake internet research with respect to the
nutritional needs of children at different ages, including the
different food groups.
The effects of poor diet and cultural variations can also be
researched by learners.
There will need to be tutor input with respect to different types
of food allergies, following procedures to protect children,
supporting children’s food preferences and basic information
about safe food handling.
Learners can discuss the use of opportunities to support and
encourage children to play with guidance from the tutor.
Learners now need to make notes to meet P5 and to make notes
towards meeting P6 and M4 and, building on P4 and M3, make
notes towards meeting D2.

P5: Describe the basic nutritional needs of children and the
provision of food and drink
P6: Outline how to support care routines and integrate play
into routines.
M4: Explain how play can be integrated into all care
routines.
D2: Analyse the role of the environment and care routines in
building children’s confidence and resilience.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Consistency and balance

Tutor input.

Importance of consistency in children’s development and
helping to implement consistent routines for children.

Learner discussion and use of placement experience.
Learners to make notes towards meeting P6, M4 and D2.

Importance of providing physical play, helping children who
have limited play opportunities and of proving quiet times
or rest periods and of supporting and encouraging to play.
13

Learning Outcome 4
P6: Outline how to support care routines and integrate play
into routines.
M4: Explain how play can be integrated into all care
routines.
D2: Analyse the role of the environment and care routines in
building children’s confidence and resilience.
Children’s personal care

Tutor input.

Supporting children in the use of the toilet, hand-washing,
care of skin and hair, use of opportunities for play, use of
toiletries, sun safety, development and care of teeth.

Learner discussion and use of placement experience.
Learners to make notes to meet P6, M4 and D2.

Learning Outcome 4
14

P6: Outline how to support care routines and integrate play
into routines.
M4: Explain how play can be integrated into all care
routines.
D2: Analyse the role of the environment and care routines in
building children’s confidence and resilience.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning Outcome 1:

Know how to prepare and maintain the physical and play
environment

Assessment/Grading Criteria:
P1

Describe how all aspects of health and safety are ensured in children’s
environments

Task 1:

Describe the importance of following risk assessments and health and
safety regulations as well as regulations that apply to the
environment.

Task 2:

Describe the policies and procedures of the setting before and during
the children’s presence and the checking of appropriate heating and
ventilation.

P2

Outline the steps needed in preparing and maintaining the physical
and play environment

Task 3:

Outline how space can be used effectively to provide activities and
play environments for children both indoors and outdoors. This needs
to include how furniture, equipment and resources are set out safely,
while ensuring entrances, exists and fire exits are not obstructed and
how to monitor the use of space during and after a day’s session.

Task 4:

Outline how to meet children’s needs by ensuring that the
environment, including the play materials and equipment are
appropriate to the ages, developmental stages and any special or
additional needs of the children.

Task 5:

Outline how to ensure that the environment is accessible and inclusive
for all children.

M1

Explain how all aspects of the physical and play environment should be
prepared and maintained

Task 6:

Explain – by describing in detail why, what, how, when and where – all
aspects of the physical and play environment should be prepared and
maintained.

Assignment 2
Learning Outcome 2:

Understand how to prepare and maintain a stimulating
environment

Assessment/grading criteria:
P3

Describe how to prepare and maintain a stimulating environment

Tutor Support Material - Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate and Diploma in
Children’s Care, Learning and Development – February 2006 © Edexcel Limited 2006

56

Task 1:

Describe how to use visual and tactile displays to provide a positive
learning experience for children. You should include the promotion of
positive images of people in accordance with the values and principles
of the early years sector.

Task 2:

Describe how to involve children in preparing and maintaining displays
as well as displaying children’s work in ways that encourage them and
promote self esteem.

Task 3:

Describe how to use different colours, music and sounds, scents and
aromas to provide an interesting and exciting environment.

Task 4:

Describe the need for regular environmental changes to stimulate
children’s interest with the provision of a sufficiently flexible choice of
resources with variety for play according to children’s ages, needs and
abilities.

Task 5:

Describe how to encourage children’s active involvement in decisions
about their environment and finding out what they want in their play
environment.

M2

Explain how to ensure that the environment is stimulating for children

Task 6:

Explain – that is, describe in detail what, why, how, when and where –
you can ensure that the environment is stimulating for children.

D1

Justify the use of the senses in stimulating children’s interest and
involvement

Task 7:

Justify – give reasons for and describe why - the use of the senses can
stimulate children’s interest and involvement.

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:

Understand how to maintain an environment that builds
children’s confidence and resilience

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Describe how to maintain an environment that builds children’s
confidence and resilience

Task 1:

Describe the importance of praise and acknowledgement of all
children’s achievements, helping children to recognise their own
achievements and to make progress and achievements appropriate to
their age, needs and abilities.

Task 2:

Describe how to encourage children to participate in activities.

Task 3:

Describe the relationship between self esteem, confidence and
resilience.

Task 4:

Describe the importance of explaining foreseeable changes in the
environment clearly and honestly, providing reassurance, explanations
and comfort for any changes in the environment.
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Task 5:

Describe the effects of security and reassurance on children’s
confidence, recognising insecurity and anxiety as well as the role of
the ability to predict upon children’s sense of security and confidence.

Task 6:

Describe how to provide an environment that encourages children to
socialise with each other and adults and helps children to be positive
about their own cultural backgrounds.

Task 7:

Describe a range of informal games and play opportunities that can
stimulate and encourage children.

M3

Explain the important elements of maintaining an environment that
builds children’s confidence and resilience

Task 8:

Explain – that is, describe in detail what, why, how, when and where –
the important elements of maintaining an environment that builds
children’s confidence and resilience.

Assignment 4
Learning Outcome 4:

Know how to support routines for children and integrate
play

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Describe the basic nutritional needs of children and the provision of
food and drink

Task 1:

Describe the basic nutritional needs of children, drinking water,
different food groups and nutritional requirements as well as the
effects of poor diet and cultural variations.

Task 2:

Describe different types of food allergies, the importance of following
the procedures of the setting to protect children and support for food
preferences.

Task 3:

Describe how to handle food safely.

Task 4:

Describe how to use opportunities to support and encourage children’s
play.

P6

Outline how to support care routines and integrate play into routines

Task 5:

Outline the importance of consistency in children’s development and
how to help to implement consistent routines for children.

Task 6:

Outline the importance of providing physical play.

Task 7:

Outline how to help children who have limited play opportunities and
how to provide quiet times or rest periods as well as supporting and
encouraging play.

Task 8:

Outline how to support children in the use of the toilet, hand-washing,
care of skin and hair, in the use of opportunities for play, the use of
toiletries, sun safety, development and care of teeth.
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M4

Explain how play can be integrated into all care routines

Task 9:

Explain – that is, describe in detail what, why, how, when and where –
how play can be integrated into all care routines.

D2

Analyse the role of the environment and care routines in building
children’s confidence and resilience

Task 10:

You need to identify factors in the environment and care routines that
build children’s confidence and resilience.

Key Skills Opportunities
Problem solving level 2
PS2.1:

Identify a problem with help from an appropriate person and identify
different ways of tackling it

PS 2.2:

Plan and try out at least one way of solving the problem

PS2.3:

Check if the problem has been solved and identify ways to improve
problem solving skills

Learners can produce evidence for this when outlining how to meet children’s needs
by ensuring that the environment, including the play materials and equipment are
appropriate to the ages, developmental stages and any special or additional needs of
the children.
Application of Number level 2
N2.1:

interpret information from a suitable source

N2.2:

Use your information to carry out calculations to do with:
• amounts or sizes
• scales or proportions
• handling statistics
• using formulae

N2.3:

Interpret the results of your calculations and present your findings

Learners can produce evidence for this when describing the basic nutritional needs of
children and the provision of food and drink
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Additional Resources
Practical work placement in child care setting
Books
• Dryden, L – “Essential Early years” (Hodder Arnold, 2005) ISBN 0340888776
• Goldstein, S - “Handbook of resilience in children” (Springer - Verlag, 2006) ISBN
0387303332
• Ireland, K - “Boost your child’s self-esteem: simple, effective ways to children’s
self respect and confidence” (Berkley Publishing Group, 2000) ISBN 0425172953
• Minett, P – “Child care and development” (Hodder Arnold, 2005) ISBN 0340889152
• Tassoni, P (et al) - “NVQ Level 2 Children’s Care, Learning and Development:
candidate handbook” (Heinemann Educational, 2005) ISBN 0435449176
Websites
• www.asquithcourt.co.uk
• www.child carelink.gov.uk
• www.surestart.gov.uk
• www.lbcma.org.uk
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Unit 5:

Professional Development, Roles
and Responsibilities in Child Care

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Four sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Support systems
Learning outcome 1: Understand support systems to develop
own understanding of child care practice.

1

This topic area needs to cover finding out about support
systems for supervision eg tutorials, tutor placement visits,
placement supervisor/mentor. It should also include support
in the work setting and at school or college, the use of
support systems to ask for constructive feedback on
performance and how to use new knowledge and skills in
the work setting.
P2: Describe the use of support systems to develop own
understanding of practice in a child care setting
M1: Explain how support systems have helped to develop
own understanding of practice in child care
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Suggested Learner Activities
This can be introduced at an early stage in the programme as
part of placement preparation. Tutor input will be needed and a
prepared placement logbook. Input from a member of staff from
a placement would also be useful.
Role play is also recommended with particular respect to using
support systems to ask for constructive feedback on
performance. There should also be discussion of how to use new
knowledge and skills in the work setting.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P2 with respect to
the use of support systems to develop their own practice in a
child care setting.
On an ongoing basis and at the end of the practical work
placement learners need to explain how support systems have
helped to develop their own practice in child care work in order
to meet M1.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Use of feedback
Learning Outcome 1

2

The use of support systems to help identify areas of practice
that need development needs to be covered as well as the
identification of goals, targets and development
opportunities plus clarification of the learner’s own role in
the team.
P2: Describe the use of support systems to develop own
understanding of practice in a child care setting
P3: Identify the strengths and weaknesses in own
understanding of practice
Professional development
Learning Outcome 1

3

There needs to be coverage of other ways of undertaking
professional development as well as development needs in
relation to the team.
P2: Describe the use of support systems to develop own
understanding of practice in a child care setting

With tutor guidance there needs to be discussion of how to use
support systems to help identify areas of practice that need
development. Role play is suggested here. Discussion of the use
of support systems should be extended to identify goals, targets
and development opportunities. How to use support systems to
clarify a learner’s own role in the team in placement must also
be covered.
Learners should continue to make notes towards meeting P2 with
respect to the use of support systems to develop their own
practice in a child care setting and also notes towards meeting
P3 for which they must identify the strengths and weakness in
own understanding of practice.
Other ways of undertaking professional development should be
discussed with tutor guidance. Development needs in relation to
the team also need to be discussed.
Learners should continue to make notes towards meeting P2 with
respect to the use of support systems to develop their own
practice in a child care setting and also notes towards meeting
P3.

P3: Identify the strengths and weaknesses in own
understanding of practice
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Use of reflection
Learning Outcome 1

4

Here the concept of reflection should be explored and its
use to identify strengths and weaknesses, learners’ own
learning styles and the effect of their own background and
experiences on practice.
P2: Describe the use of support systems to develop own
understanding of practice in a child care setting

There should be tutor input with respect to reflection and
discussion by learners. The use of reflection to identify strengths
and weaknesses, their own learning styles and the effect of their
own background and experiences upon practice also need
thoughtful discussion with tutor guidance.
Learners should now be in a position to complete their notes
towards meeting P2 and P3.

P3: Identify the strengths and weaknesses in own
understanding of practice
New knowledge and skills
Learning outcome 2: Understand new knowledge and skills
relevant to own understanding of practice.
5

There needs to be coverage of the need to take
opportunities to gain new knowledge and skills as well as to
identify and use new knowledge and skills relevant to the
early years setting.

There should be tutor guided discussion and collation of the sorts
of new knowledge and skills that learners are gaining from their
school/college work and in placement.
Learners should list and outline new knowledge and skills
relevant to their own practice in child care work in order to meet
P4.

P4: Outline new knowledge and skills relevant to own
understanding of practice in child care work
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Feedback
Learning outcome 2: Understand new knowledge and skills
relevant to own practice

6

The use of support systems to ask for feedback on
improvements in practice as a result of new knowledge and
skills should be covered here.
P4: Outline new knowledge and skills relevant to own
understanding of practice in child care work
M2: Explain how new knowledge and skills have affected
own understanding of practice

This should build on the previous discussion of new knowledge
and skills and extend discussion to the use of feedback – from
support systems such as tutors and placement staff – with respect
to improvements in practice as a result of new knowledge and
skills.
Learners can now complete their work towards meeting P4.
On an going basis and at the end of the practical work placement
learners should explain how new knowledge and skills have
affected own practice in order to meet M2 and also to enable
them to meet D1 by evaluating the development of own practice
in the child care work setting.

D1: Evaluate the development of own understanding of
practice in the child care setting
Learning outcome 3: Understand own roles and
responsibilities within a team.
The team
7

Learners need to know about the team they are working
with in placement, its objectives and purposes as well as
the roles and responsibilities of the team.
P5: Outline own roles and responsibilities as a member of
the team in a child care work setting
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There needs to be guided discussion by learners concerning the
team they are working with in placement. They will have to
ensure that they find out about the objectives and purposes of
the team they are working with and how they do this should be
discussed in college or school. They will also have to find out
about the roles and responsibilities of members of the team.
Learners should begin to make notes towards meeting P5.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Roles and responsibilities
Learning Outcome 3

8

Building on the roles and responsibilities of the team
learners need to know their own roles and responsibilities in
the team. They need to be aware of their own contribution
to the overall activities, objectives and purposes of the
team. Learners also need to be able to take realistic
responsibility for their own development, learning and
performance as a member of the team.

Learners need to discuss their own roles and responsibilities as a
member of the team in their work placement. They can compare
their workplace situation with that of others, identifying their
own contribution to the overall activities, objectives and
purposes of the team. They should also go on to consider the
ways in which they can take realistic responsibility for their own
development, learning and performance. Tutor guidance will be
needed here.
Learners can now continue their notes to meet P5.

P5: Outline own roles and responsibilities as a member of
the team in a child care work setting
Interactions with the team
Learning Outcome 3

9

There needs to be coverage of how the learners interact
with the team. This should include how to support the
effective functioning of the team, such as informing other
team members of their own activities, accepting and using
suggestions and information constructively to improve their
own practice, but also supporting and offering constructive
assistance to other members of the team including
suggestions, relevant ideas and information.

It is suggested the role play would be very useful for learners
with respect to how they interact with the team. They will need
to role play giving information and accepting constructive
feedback as well as giving assistance and making relevant
suggestions themselves. Role plays will need to be carefully
planned perhaps with scenarios and will require guidance from
the tutor.
Learners can now continue their notes to meet P5.

P5: Outline own roles and responsibilities as a member of
the team in a child care work setting
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Commitments
Learning Outcome 3

10

The sorts of commitments that they have in their work
placements should be discussed by learners, with tutor guidance.
This can then lead to discussing situations where commitments
cannot be completed and what learners should do in such
situations.

As part of their interactions with the team in their work
placement, learners need to be aware of their commitments
such as completing commitments to other team members
Learners can now continue their notes to meet P5.
according to work schedules and informing appropriate team
members if any commitments cannot be met.
P5: Outline own roles and responsibilities as a member of
the team in a child care work setting
Dealing with conflict
Learning Outcome 3

11

Here there needs to be coverage of differences of opinion
and conflicts but with a constructive approach to such
situations and the importance of showing respect for the
views of others.
P5: Outline own roles and responsibilities as a member of
the team in a child care work setting
M3: Explain how they have supported the functioning of the
team in own work setting
D2: Evaluate own contribution to the functioning of the
team in the child care setting.
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Learners need to discuss conflict in a team, the situations where
conflict occurs, how to have a constructive approach to
differences of opinion and how to respect the views of others.
It is suggested that teachers/tutors present some scenarios for
discussion and role play.
Learners should make notes about situations in which they have
dealt with and met conflict,thus continuing their notes for P5.
On an ongoing basis throughout work placement learners need to
make notes to meet M3 explaining their own contribution to the
functioning of the team in the child care work setting. Finally at
the end of work placement learners need to evaluate their own
contribution to the functioning of the team in the child care work
setting in order to meet D2.
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Outline of possible programme of learning

12

Learning outcome 4: Understand values and ethics in child
care working practice.

Tutor guidance will be needed to discuss how to treat all
members of the team equally and inclusively.

Communication

There should also be discussion of confidentiality and learners
should discuss policies related to the sharing of information in
different work placements share information.

There needs to be coverage of how to treat all members of
the team equally and inclusively, as individuals, with
respect for their dignity, culture, backgrounds and values,
respecting confidentiality and the sharing of information
according to the policy of the setting.
P6: Describe the values and ethics of child care working
practice

Role play scenarios may be devised by learners with respect to
confidentiality, information sharing and the equal and inclusive
treatment of all members of the team.
Notes should be made by learners to prepare for meeting P6 and
for M4.

M4: Explain how values and ethics are put into practice in
child care work.
Being trustworthy
Learning outcome 4
13

The need to be reliable, trustworthy, honest and
straightforward in the team needs to be covered.

There should be discussion and role play as appropriate of
reliability, trustworthiness, honesty and straightforwardness in
the team by learners.
Further notes should be made for P6 and M4.

P6: Describe the values and ethics of child care working
practice
M4: Explain how values and ethics are put into practice in
child care work.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Anti-discriminatory practice

14

Anti-discriminatory practice needs to be covered to ensure
full understanding by learners to include the ability to
challenge comments, actions and practice that are
discriminatory.
P6: Describe the values and ethics of child care working
practice

Anti-discriminatory practice needs to be thoroughly discussed
with tutor guidance and perhaps input from a child care worker.
This should be followed by role play to enable learners to
develop the ability to challenge comments, actions and practice
that are discriminatory.
Learners should now be able to complete their notes for P6 and
M4.

M4: Explain how values and ethics are put into practice in
child care work.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning outcome 1:
Understand support systems to develop own
understanding of child care practice
Assessment/Grading Criteria
P2

Describe the use of support systems to develop own understanding of
practice in a child care setting

P3

Identify the strengths and weaknesses in own understanding of
practice

M1

Explain how support systems have helped to develop own
understanding of practice in child care

D1

Evaluate the development of own understanding of practice in the
child care setting

Task 1:

You need to find out about support systems for supervision eg
tutorials, tutor placement visits, placement supervisor/mentor. This
should also include support in the work setting and at school or
college, the use of support systems to ask for constructive feedback on
performance and how to use new knowledge and skills in the work
setting (P2).

Task2:

You now need to describe how to use support systems to help you
identify areas of practice that need development. You also need to
identify goals, targets and development opportunities plus clarification
of your own role in the team (P2).

Task 3:

You should also find out about and describe other ways of undertaking
professional development as well as development needs in relation to
the team (P2).

Task 4:

You now need to write about the use of reflection and use reflection
to identify your own strengths and weaknesses, your own learning style
and the effect of your own background and experiences on your
practice (P3).

Task 5:

You will not be able to fully carry out this task until your course is
nearly finished. You must explain how support systems have helped
you to develop your own practice in child care work (M1).

Task 6:

Again you will not be able to undertake this task until near to the end
of your course. You must evaluate – that is describe both the good and
the weak points - of the development of your own practice in the child
care work setting. (D1)
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Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:

Understand new knowledge and skills relevant to own
understanding of practice

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Outline new knowledge and skills relevant to own understanding of
practice in child care work

M2

explain how new knowledge and skills have affected own
understanding of practice

Task 1:

Describe the need to take opportunities to gain new knowledge and
skills. Identify and say how you can use new knowledge and skills
relevant to the early years setting (P3).

Task 2:

Explain how new knowledge and skills have affected your own
practice. It may be late in your course before you can fully complete
this task (M2).

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:
team

Understand own roles and responsibilities within the

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Outline own roles and responsibilities as a member of the team in a
child care work setting

M3

Explain how they have supported the functioning of the team in own
work setting

D2

Evaluate own contribution to the functioning of the team in the child
care setting.

Task 1:

You need to find out about the team you are working with in
placement, its objectives and purposes as well as the roles and
responsibilities of the team. (P5)

Task 2a:

Building on the roles and responsibilities of the team you need to
describe and find out about your own roles and responsibilities in the
team. (P5)

Task 2b:

Describe your own contribution to the overall activities, objectives and
purposes of the team. (P5)

Task 2c:

You also need to describe how to take realistic responsibility for your
own development, learning and performance as a member of the
team. (P5)

Task 3a:

Describe how you interact with the team. This should include how to
support the effective functioning of the team, such as informing other
team members of your own activities, accepting and using suggestions
and information constructively to improve your own practice. (P5)
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Task 3b:

Also you should describe how to support and offer constructive
assistance to other members of the team including suggestions,
relevant ideas and information. (P5)

Task 4:

As part of your interactions with the team in your work placement,
describe how you have met your commitments. You should include
how you have completed commitments to other team members
according to work schedules and informing appropriate team members
if any commitments cannot be met. (P5)

Task 5:

Describe how to cope with differences of opinion and conflicts.
Describe a constructive approach to such situations and the
importance of showing respect for the views of others. (P5)

Task 6:

You should explain how you have supported the functioning of the
team in your own workplace setting (M3). You may not be able to fully
complete this until the end of your course.

Task 7:

You now need to evaluate – that is, give the strong and weak points –
of your own contribution to the functioning of the team in the child
care work setting (D2). Again, you may not be able to fully complete
this until the end of your course.

Assignment 4
Learning outcome 4:

Understand values and ethics in child care working
practice

Assessment/grading criteria
P6

Describe the values and ethics of child care working practice

M4

Explain how values and ethics are put into practice in child care work

Task 1:

Describe how to treat all members of the team equally and inclusively,
as individuals, with respect for their dignity, culture, backgrounds and
values, respecting confidentiality and the sharing of information
according to the policy of the setting. (P6)

Task 2:

Describe why it is important to be reliable, trustworthy, honest and
straightforward in the team needs to be covered. (P6)

Task 3:

Describe what is meant by anti-discriminatory practice. Describe how
you have shown the ability to challenge comments, actions and
practice that are discriminatory. (P6)

Task 4:

Explain, by describing in detail what, why, how and when, values and
ethics are put into practice in child care work. (M6)
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Key Skills Opportunities
Problem solving Level 2
PS2.1:

Identify a problem with help from an appropriate person and identify
different ways of tackling it

Learners can derive this evidence when challenging discriminatory practice.
Working with others level 2
WO2.1:

Plan work with others

WO2.2:

Work co-operatively towards achieving the identified objectives

WO2.3:

Review your contributions and agree ways to improve work with others

Learners can derive this evidence when describing their own interaction with the
team in work placement and when outlining own roles and responsibilities as a
member of the team in a child care setting.

Additional Resources
Books
• Tassoni, P - “NVQ level 2 Children’s Care, Learning and Development: candidate
handbook” (Heinemann Educational, 2005) ISBN 0435449168
Websites
• www.direct.gov.uk
• www.surestart.gov.uk
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Unit 6:

Supporting Children’s Play and
Learning

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Four sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Learning outcome 1: Understand how to support children’s
play.

1

Learners need to understand the different types of play eg
physical, manipulative, imaginative, the use of basic
materials eg sand, water, wood, exploratory play eg
cooking, gardening, objects of interest, imaginative and
creative play. Learners also need to understand the
importance of the role of play in children’s development
and learning eg social and emotional development, problem
solving, mathematical concepts and the development of
play as children grow older. There is also the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child concerning the right
to play.

Suggested Learner Activities
Learners can research all the different types of play using written
and electronic sources. There should be discussion of play and
what sorts of play are seen by learners in work placements.
Learners make notes to meet P1.

P1: Describe different types of play.
Resources for play need to be covered, including the
provision of materials and equipment for the different types
of play eg natural materials, constructional apparatus.
2

Learning Outcome 1

Resources for play in terms of materials and equipment need to
be discussed by learners as well as how adults provide these.
Notes need to be started towards meeting P2 and early
consideration of D2.

P2: Describe the role of the adult in the provision,
encouragement and supervision of children’s play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
The encouragement of children to play needs to be
understood by learners. This should include encouraging
children to explore and choose play opportunities for
themselves and to adapt ideas.
3

Encouraging children to play should be discussed by learners with
some tutor guidance.
Notes need to be continued towards meeting P2 and D2.

Learning outcome 1
P2: Describe the role of the adult in the provision,
encouragement and supervision of children’s play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
The supervision of children’s play needs to be understood by
learners, who need to appreciate that they need to
supervise play by being available but not intrusive, offering
new ideas and resources or alternatives to enable
accessibility for the encouragement and stimulation of play,
setting ground rules for play and ensuring that all play is
suitable for the children’s ages, needs and abilities.

4

There should be guided discussion of the supervision of children’s
play. Role play of supervision without intrusion could be
undertaken by learners. An outside speaker fro a child care
workplace would also be useful.
Notes need to be continued towards meeting P2.
Notes also need to be made towards meeting M1 and D2.

Learning outcome 1
P2: Describe the role of the adult in the provision,
encouragement and supervision of children’s play.
M1: Explain how children should be encouraged and
supervised in their play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Outline of possible programme of learning

5

Involvement in children’s play also needs to be understood
by learners. This should include taking part in play with
children if this is what they want, allowing children to
develop their own play ideas without over or under
protection, ensuring there is enough time and adequate
resources to enable children to develop and deepen play
according to their interests.

Again guided discussion should take place and possibly some role
play to explore the concept of involvement in children’s play.
Input from a child care worker would also be useful.
Notes should be made by learners towards meeting P3 and D2.

Learning outcome 1
P3: Outline the involvement and intervention of the adult in
children’s play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
The relation of different aspects of play to curricular
frameworks eg one to one correspondence in role play.
Learning outcome 1
6

P2: Describe the role of the adult in the provision,
encouragement and supervision of children’s play.

Different curricular frameworks should be examined by learners
in order to see how different aspects of play can relate to
curricular frameworks.
Notes can now be completed to meet P2 and P3 and continued
for D2.

P3: Outline the involvement and intervention of the adult in
children’s play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Learning outcome 2: Understand how to help to provide
opportunities for children’s imaginative and creative play.

7

Learners need to know about the provision and selection of
a range of materials, equipment and props to support
imaginative and creative play eg home corner equipment
and materials, dressing up clothes, musical instruments,
paint, glue and paste etc.

Learners should discuss the provision and selection of a range of
materials, equipment and props to support imaginative and
creative play. This can be extended by researching written and
electronic sources.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P4 and D2.

P4: Describe the role of the adult in providing for
imaginative and creative play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.

8

The intervention of adults in children’s imaginative and
creative play needs to be understood by learners. This
should cover enabling children’s imaginative play to flow
freely following the children’s interests and the
requirements of the setting and not intervening unless
requested by the children or when additional ideas or
resources are needed.

Discussion and possibly role play are needed to explore the
concept of intervention in children’s imaginative and creative
play.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P4 and D2.

Learning Outcome 2
P4: Describe the role of the adult in providing for
imaginative and creative play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Encouraging children’s imaginative and creative play should
also be understood by learners including the avoidance of
stereotyping in imaginative play according to the
requirements of the setting, exploration of the feelings and
roles of others through imaginative play, mark-making,
painting, drawing, modelling and printing.
9

There should be guided discussion of what is involved in
children’s imaginative and creative play.
Learners could write and role play scenarios.
Notes should now be completed towards meeting P4 and also
towards meeting M2 and D2.

Learning Outcome 2
P4: Describe the role of the adult in providing for
imaginative and creative play.
M2: Explain why it is sometimes important for adults to be
involved and to intervene in children’s imaginative and
creative play.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.

10

Learning outcome 3: Understand how to help to support
physical play.

There should be tutor input with group discussions by learners
using their knowledge from work placement.

There needs to be coverage of the benefits of physical play
– all round benefits, including social and emotional benefits.

Notes to be made by learners towards meeting P5, M1, M3 and
D1.

P5: Outline the benefits of physical play for children and
how this can be supported.
M1: Explain how children should be encouraged and
supervised in their play.
M3: Explain how physical play can be encouraged for
children’s benefit.
D1: Evaluate the potential role of physical play in the
development of children.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Encouragement of children, who can and wish, to take part
in physical play. This should include those children, who
experience difficulties in movement, taking part in physical
play using their whole bodies, taking turns and considering
others, the development of fine motor skills by providing
appropriate materials and activities eg threading, small
construction.

Initially some tutor or child care worker may be needed. Using
their placement experience learners should discuss the
encouragement of children to take part in physical play.
Notes to be made by learners towards meeting P5, M1, M3 and
D1.

Learning outcome 3
11

P5: Outline the benefits of physical play for children and
how this can be supported.
M1: Explain how children should be encouraged and
supervised in their play.
M3: Explain how physical play can be encouraged for
children’s benefit.
D1: Evaluate the potential role of physical play in the
development of children.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
The supervision of children’s physical play now needs to be
covered. The under and over protection of children needs to
be included as well as the effective use of space and
suitability for children’s age, needs and abilities.

There should be discussion by learners in small groups and by the
group as a whole. Placement experience should also be used.
Notes to be made by learners towards meeting P5 and towards
meeting M3 and, D1, and D2.

Learning Outcome 3
12

P5: Outline the benefits of physical play for children and
how this can be supported.
M3: Explain how physical play can be encouraged for
children’s benefit.
D1: Evaluate the potential role of physical play in the
development of children.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
Learning outcome 4: Understand how to encourage children
to explore and investigate.

13

Firstly, resources for exploration and investigation should be
covered. These should include finding out about community
resources to encourage children to explore and investigate
as well as indoor and outdoor resources to include ICT.
P6: Describe how children can be encouraged to explore and
investigate.

Learners should undertake their own research with guidance into
community resources to encourage children to explore and
investigate. Outside speakers may be useful as well as written
and electronic sources. Indoor and outdoor resources found in
child care work placements should also be discussed. ICT also
needs to be included.
Notes should be made by learners towards meeting P6 and D2.

D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Outline of possible programme of learning

14

Finally, there needs to be coverage of the encouragement
of children to explore and investigate. This should include
the engagement of children’s curiosity by providing
interesting and stimulating activities and experiences,
adults themselves showing interest in exploring and
investigating, the provision of opportunities for exploration
and different experiences for older children, taking risk and
the under and over protection of children.

Input from the tutor or child care worker will be needed followed
by discussion by learners in small groups and by the whole group.
Notes should then be made by learners in order to complete their
evidence for P6 and D2.
Evidence for D2 will need to be extensive covering all parts of
the Unit.

P6: Describe how children can be encouraged to explore and
investigate.
D2: Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning Outcome 1:

Understand how to support children’s play

Assessment/Grading Criteria:
P1

Describe different types of play

P2

Describe the role of the adult in the provision, encouragement and
supervision of children’s play

P3

Outline the involvement and intervention of the adult in children’s
play

M1

Explain how children should be encouraged and supervised in their
play

D2

Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s play

Task 1a:

You must describe the different types of play to include physical,
manipulative, imaginative play, the use of basic materials such as
sand, water, wood and exploratory play such as cooking, gardening,
objects of interest, imaginative and creative play. (P1)

Task 1b:

You must also describe the importance of play in children’s all round
learning and development and children’s right to play. (P1)

Task 2:

You must describe the role of the adult with respect to the provision
of resources for play, the encouragement of children to explore and
choose play opportunities and how an adult should supervise children’s
play ensuring its suitability for children’s ages, needs and abilities and
relation to relevant curricular frameworks. (P2)

Task 3:

You now need to explain – that is, describe in detail how, why, when
and where – children should be encouraged and supervised in their
play. (M1)

Task 4:

Briefly describe how an adult should be involved and intervene in
children’s play. (P3)

Task 5:

You can now begin to evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of
children’s play. (D2)

Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:

Understand how to help to provide opportunities for
children’s imaginative and creative play

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Describe the role of the adult in providing for imaginative and creative
play
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M2

Explain why it is sometimes important for adults to be involved and
intervene in children’s imaginative and creative play

D2

Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s play

Task 1a:

You must describe the provision and selection of a range of materials,
equipment and props to support imaginative and creative play such as
home corner equipment and materials, dressing up clothes, musical
instruments, paint, glue and paste etc. (P4)

Task 1b:

Describe the role of the adult in encouraging and intervening in
children’s imaginative and creative play. (P4)

Task 2:

You need to explain – that is, describe in detail how, why, when and
where – it is sometimes important for adults to be involved in and
intervene in children’s imaginative and creative play.(M2)

Task 3:

You should now continue evaluating the role of the adult in all aspects
of children’s play. (D2)

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3

Understand how to help to support physical play

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Outline the benefits of physical play for children and how this can be
supported

M3

Explain how physical play can be encouraged for children’s benefit

D1

Evaluate the potential role of physical play in the development of
children

D2

Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s play

Task 1:

You need to briefly describe the all round benefits of physical play.
(P5)

Task 2:

Describe briefly how children’s play can be supported through
encouragement and supervision. (P5)

Task 3:

Explain how children’s physical play can be encouraged for children’s
benefit. (M3)

Task 4:

Continue evaluating the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s
play. (D1)
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Assignment 4
Learning outcome 4

Understand how to encourage children to explore and
investigate

Assessment/grading criteria:
P6

Understand how to encourage children to explore and investigate

D2

Evaluate the role of the adult in all aspects of children’s play

Task 1:

Describe the ways in which children can be encouraged to explore and
investigate and the types of resources that can be used. (P6)

Task 2:

You can now complete the evaluation of the role of the adult in all
aspects of children’s play. (D1)

Key Skills Opportunities
Communication level 2
C2.2:

Read and summarise information from at least two documents about
the same subject. Each document must be a minimum of 500 words
long

Learners can derive this evidence when outlining the benefits of physical play for
children and how this can be supported.
Information Technology level 2
ICT 2.1:

Search for and select information to meet your needs. Use different
information sources for each task and multiple criteria in at least one
case

Learners can derive this evidence when describe the different types of play

Tutor Support Material - Edexcel Level 2 BTEC First Certificate and Diploma in
Children’s Care, Learning and Development – February 2006 © Edexcel Limited 2006

86

Additional Resources
Books
• Broadhead, P - “Early Years play and learning: developing social skills and cooperation” (Routledge Falmer, 2003) ISBN 0415303397
• Green, S - “Outdoor play (10 minute ideas for the Early Years)” (Scolastic, 2004)
ISBN 1903853486
• Macintyre, C - “Enhancing learning through play: a development perspective for
Early Years settings” (David Fulton Publishers 2001) ISBN 1853467618
• Tassoni. P - “Planning play and the Early Years” (Heinemann Educational, 2005)
ISBN 043540119X
• Tucker, K - “Mathematics through play in the Early Years: activities and ideas”
(Paul Chapman Publications, 2005)
• Uppal, H - “Play activities for the Early Years” (Brilliant Publications, 2004) ISBN
190385486

Websites
• www.direst.gov.uk
• www.ncb.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk
• www.tesco.com
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Unit 7:

The Development and Care of
Babies and Children under Three
Years

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Four sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Learning outcome 1: Understand and observe the expected
sequence and development of babies in the first three
years of life.

1 and 2

Here coverage is required of sequence, expected pattern
of development, acceptable range, main areas and
different aspects of development. In addition, current
theories of development need to be included eg
nature/nurture, current frameworks of effective practice
eg Birth to three matters, reporting concerns according to
policies and procedures and legislation relating to the use
of personal information eg Data Protection Act.

Suggested Learner Activities
Tutor guided research by learners using printed and electronic
sources. Appropriate videos and observation.
Tutor input with respect to current theories and frameworks,
reporting concerns and related legislation.
Learners should make notes towards meeting P1.

P1: Describe the development, including communication,
of babies and young children in the first three years of life.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Development of communication to include the sequence in
which communication develops from birth to three years,
how and why babies communicate from birth, pre-verbal
stage, ways to support the development of
communication.
3

Learning outcome 1: Understand and observe the expected
sequence and development of babies in the first three
years of life.

Tutor guided research by learners using printed and electronic
sources. Appropriate videos, tapes and observation
Tutor input with respect to ways of supporting language
development.
Learners should now be able to complete their notes in order to
meet P1.

Learning outcome 4 (part): Understand how to
communicate with babies and children under three,
interpret their needs and respond to them.
P1: Describe the development, including communication,
of babies and young children in the first three years of life.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Observation
Learners need to know the differences between formal and
informal observations including the need for formal
observations. They must also be aware of the need to
obtain parental permission prior to observing and the
importance of accurate and clear observations using
accepted language and formats.

4 and 5

Learners must observe babies and children, record and
share information appropriately about developmental
progress of babies and young children according to the
procedures of the setting and identify areas of
development that would benefit from support.

Tutor input is needed regarding formal and informal observation
and the reasons for formal observations, parental permission
beforehand and the importance of clarity and accuracy in
observations.
Learners need to observe children in placement, recording and
sharing information appropriately and identifying areas for
development. A witness report from a child care worker or tutor is
recommended.
Learners should make notes to meet P2, P3, M1 and D1.

Learning outcome 1: Understand and observe the expected
sequence and development of babies in the first three
years of life.
P2: Outline what needs to be considered when observing
babies and young children in the first three years of life.
P3: Identify what can be learned through observation
about babies and children in the first three years of life.
M1: Explain how to undertake observations of babies and
young children under three years.
D1: Justify (give the reasons for) the use of observation of
babies and young children in the first three years of life.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Feeding
Learning outcome 2: Know how to help provide physical
care requirements for babies and children under three.

6 and 7

Class activities should be undertaken by learners with respect to
making up feeds, sterilising equipment, understanding how to
bottle feed and to store expressed breast milk.

Wherever possible these activities should also be undertaken in
It is essential that learners prepare formula feeds
practical work placement.
according to the manufacturer’s instructions, sterilise
equipment correctly, and know about bottle feeding in line Research should also be undertaken by learners with respect to
with best current practice, parental wishes and the
best practice guidelines for the weaning of babies as well as the
requirements of the baby.
nutritional requirements of babies and young children under three
years.
The storage of expressed breast milk must also be
Some tutor guidance will be needed here.
understood as well as weaning according to best practice
guidelines. The nutritional requirements of babies and
Learners should make notes towards meeting P4 and M2.
children under three years must also be understood.
P4: Describe the feeding and routine care of babies and
young children under three years.
M2: Explain how babies and young children under three
years should be fed and cared for safely.
Routine care

8 and 9

Learners need to know how to wash, dress and change
babies and young children in a sensitive manner with the
use of appropriate toiletries, care of skin, teeth and hair
as well as toilet training according to family preferences
and different cultural requirements. Learners must also
know about hygiene and protection procedures and why
these must be followed and the safe disposal of waste

The use of appropriate equipment eg a life-sized doll is
recommended here in order that activities can be carried out in
class to give practice in all aspects of the routine care of children.
There also needs to be tutor input regarding parental wishes,
family preferences, cultural differences, hygiene and protection
procedures.
Notes should be made by learners in order to complete their
evidence for P4 and M2.

Learning outcome 2
P4: Describe the feeding and routine care of babies and
young children under three years.
M2: Explain how babies and young children under three
years should be fed and cared for safely.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Physical signs of illness
10

Signs and symptoms of common illnesses, recognition and
appropriate response.

Learners should undertake research with respect to common
illnesses. Some tutor guidance will be needed for appropriate
responses.

Learning outcome 2
Play activities
Learning outcome 3: Understand how to provide play
activities to encourage learning and development.

11

This needs to include the identification and choice of play
activities to support different aspects of learning and
development for individuals and groups. In addition
learners need to identify the resources needed while
ensuring that activities are inclusive and value diversity
and are both challenging and achievable for the individual
child. Learners must also know how to help babies and
children to choose activities that meet their needs and
interests as well as knowing how to monitor individual
responses to different activities, give praise, support and
encouragement while knowing why this is important.

Learners could discuss the identification and choice of play
activities to support different aspects of learning for individuals
and groups including resources. Similarly, they could discuss how
to ensure inclusivity and the value of diversity.
There should be discussion about the meaning of challenge while
being achievable.
Further discussion is needed concerning helping babies and
children to choose activities that meet their needs and interests,
monitoring individual responses to activities and knowing why it is
important to give praise, support and encouragement.
Learners must make notes in order to meet P5.

P5: Identify five different play activities that help to
support different aspects of learning and development.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Links with development

12

This concerns learners understanding the meaning of
challenge, the link between challenge and developmental
progress, activities to support gross and fine motor
development, hand-eye co-ordination, language
development through listening and responding, emotional
expression and social competence, intellectual skills and
understanding, imagination and creative skills.

Further discussion may be needed about the meaning of challenge
and the link between challenge and developmental progress,
activities to support gross and fine motor development, hand-eye
co-ordination language development through listening and
responding as well as emotional expression and social competence,
intellectual skills, imagination and creative skills.
Learners must make notes in order to meet M3.

Learning Outcome 3
M3: Explain what is meant by challenge in play activities.
Procedures and practice
13

Here learners need to know how to follow procedures and
practice regarding safety and risk assessment as well as
ensuring that activities are in line with the overall plans of
the setting.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Responding
Talking to parents
Learning outcome 4: Know how to communicate with
babies and children under three years, interpret their
needs and respond to them.

14

Learners must know how to respond to preverbal speech,
use a range of different communication methods, identify
needs from communication of babies and young children,
use other methods of communication when meaning is
unclear, recognise and respond to behavioural reactions to
communication failures.

It is recommended that videos are used with respect to
communication with babies and children under three years,
interpreting their needs and responding to them.
Learners should make notes about how to respond to preverbal
speech, use a range of different communication methods, identify
needs from the communication of babies and young children, use
other methods when meaning is unclear and how to respond to
behavioural reactions to communication failures.
There should also be discussion about how to talk positively to
parents about children’s progress with communication.
Learners should make notes in order to meet P6, M4 and D2.

In addition, learners need to know how to talk positively to
parents about children’s progress with communication
P6: Describe the different methods used to communicate
with babies and children under three years.
M4: Explain how to interpret needs and respond to babies
and young children.
D2: Evaluate the range of methods used in communication
with babies and children under three years to ensure that
understanding is taking place.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning outcome 1:

Understand and observe the expected sequence and
development of babies in the first three years of life

Assessment/grading criteria:
P1

Describe the development, including communication, of babies and
young children in the first three years of life

P2

Outline what needs to be considered when observing babies and young
children in the first three years of life

P3

Identify what can be learned through observation about babies and
children in the first three years of life

M1

Explain how to undertake observations of babies and young children
under three years

D1

Justify the use of observation of babies and young children in the first
three years of life

Task 1:

You must describe the development of babies and young children in
the first three years of life. This needs to cover the sequence,
expected pattern of development, acceptable range, main areas and
different aspects of development. In addition, current theories of
development need to be included eg nature/nurture, current
frameworks of effective practice eg Birth to three matters, reporting
concerns according to policies and procedures and legislation relating
to the use of personal information eg Data Protection Act. (P1)

Task 2:

You need to describe the development of communication to include
the sequence in which communication develops from birth to three
years, how and why babies communicate from birth, pre-verbal stage,
ways to support the development of communication. (P1)

Task 3:

You need to outline what needs to be considered when observing
babies and children in the first three years of life. You need to include
the differences between formal and informal observations including
the need for formal observations. You must describe the need to
obtain parental permission prior to observing and the importance of
accurate and clear observations using accepted language and formats.
(P2)

Task 4:

Learners must observe babies and children, record and share
information appropriately about developmental progress of babies and
young children according to the procedures of the setting and identify
areas of development that would benefit from support. (P2)

Task 5:

Explain how to undertake observations of babies and young children.
(M1)
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Task 6:

Justify the use of observation of babies and young children in the first
three years of life. (D1)

Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:

Understand how to help provide physical care
requirements for babies and children under three years

Assessment/grading criteria:
P4

Describe the feeding and routine care of babies and young children
under three years

M2

Explain how babies and young children under three years should be fed
and cared for safely

Task 1:

You need to describe the feeding and routine care of babies and young
children under three years. In order to do this you must describe how
you have prepared formula feeds according to the manufacturer’s
instructions, sterilised equipment correctly, and know about bottle
feeding in line with best current practice, parental wishes and the
requirements of the baby. (P4)

Task 2:

Describe the storage of expressed breast milk as well as weaning
according to best practice guidelines. (P4)

Task 3:

You must then describe the nutritional requirements of babies and
children under three years. (P4)

Task 4:

Describe the routine care of children to include how to wash, dress
and change babies and young children in a sensitive manner with the
use of appropriate toiletries, care of skin, teeth and hair as well as
toilet training according to family preferences and different cultural
requirements. (P4)

Task 5:

You must also describe hygiene and protection procedures and why
these must be followed and the safe disposal of waste. (P4)

Task 6:

Explain how babies and young children under three years should be fed
and cared for safely. (M2)
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Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:

Understand how to provide play activities to encourage
learning and development

Assessment/grading criteria:
P5

Identify five different play activities that help to support different
aspects of learning and development.

M3

Explain what is meant by challenge in play activities

Task 1:

Choose five different play activities that help to support different
aspects of learning and development. This needs to include the
identification and choice of play activities to support different aspects
of learning and development for individuals and groups. (P5)

Task 2:

In addition you need to identify the resources needed while ensuring
that activities are inclusive and value diversity and are both
challenging and achievable for the individual child. (P5)

Task 3:

You must also describe how to help babies and children to choose
activities that meet their needs and interests as well as knowing how
to monitor individual responses to different activities, give praise,
support and encouragement, also describing why this is important.
(P5)

Task 4:

Explain what is meant by “challenge” in play activities. (M3)

Assignment 4
Learning outcome 4:

Understand how to communicate with babies and
children under three years, interpret their needs and
respond to them

Assessment/grading criteria:
P6

Describe the different methods used to communicate with babies and
children under three years

M4

Explain how to interpret needs and respond to babies and young
children

D2

Evaluate the range of methods used in communication with babies and
children under three to ensure that understanding is taking place

Task 1:

You must describe the different methods used to communicate with
babies and children under three years. You must describe how to
respond to preverbal speech, use a range of different communication
methods, identify needs from communication of babies and young
children, use other methods of communication when meaning is
unclear, recognise and respond to behavioural reactions to
communication failures. (P6)
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Task 2:

In addition, you need to describe how to talk positively to parents
about children’s progress with communication. (P6)

Task 3:

Explain how to interpret needs and respond to babies and young
children. (M4)

Task 4:

You now need to evaluate the range of methods used in
communication with babies and children under three years to ensure
that understanding is taking place. (D2)

Key Skills Opportunities
Communication level 2
C2.3:

Write two different types of documents each one giving different
information

Learners can derive this evidence when describing the development, including
communication, of babies and young children in the first three years of life and
when outlining what needs to be considered when observing babies and young
children in the first three years of life.
Information Technology level 2
IT2.1:

Search for and select information to meet your needs. Use different
information sources for each task and multiple search criteria in at
least one case

IT2.2:

Enter and develop the information to suit the task and derive new
information

IT2.3:

Present combined information such as text with image, text with
number, image with number

Learners can derive this evidence when describing the feeding and routine care of
babies and young children under three years.
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Additional Resources
Books
• Briant, M Z - “Baby sign language basics: for hearing babies and toddlers” (Bay
House, 2004) ISBN 1401902901
• Bulman, K and Moonie, N - “BTEC First Early Years” (Heinemann, 2004) ISBN
043546244X
• Early Years Pack: child development - an illustrated guide/examining child
development. (Heinemann Library) ISBN 0431107726
• Forbes, R - “Beginning to play: young children from birth to three” (Open
University Press, 2004) ISBN 0335214312
• Golinkoff, R M and Hirsh-Pasek, K - “How babies talk: the magic and mystery of
language in the first three years of life” (Plume Books, 2000) ISBN 0452281733
• Lanski, V - “Games babies play: from birth to 12 months” (Bok Pedlers, 2003) ISBN
0916773582
• Meggitt, C - “Child development: an illustrated guide” (Heinemann Educational,
2006) ISBN 0435420488
Websites
• www.direct.gov.uk
• www.surestart.gov.uk
• www.underfives.co.uk
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Unit 8:

Providing Support for Children
with Disabilities or Special
Educational Needs

NQF Level 2:

BTEC First

Guided learning hours: 60

Delivery and assessment guidance
The unit has been divided into 14 weeks for teaching purposes. This is an illustration
of how curriculum delivery could be planned. Three sample assignments have been
provided.
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Programme of learning

Outline of possible programme of learning
Week (based
on 4 hours
per week)

Topic areas
Learning outcome 1: Understand how to support a child
with disabilities or special educational needs.
Information needs

1

Learners need to know about particular disabilities or
special educational needs.

Suggested Learner Activities
Tutor input may be needed here, but wherever possible learners
should undertake research individually or in groups using both
written and/or electronic sources.
Notes should be made by learners individually in order to meet P1.

P1: Identify a range of disabilities and special educational
needs that affect children.

2

Learners need to know how to seek information about a
child’s needs from colleagues, to follow the child’s
individual plan, refer concerns about the child according
to procedures as well as to seek advice and support to
overcome communication difficulties.

It is recommended that there is input here from a child care
worker with children with special educational needs. Visits to
special educational needs placements may also be useful.
There needs to be guided discussion by learners and notes should
be made towards meeting M1.

Learning Outcome 1
M1: Explain how a child with a disability or special
educational need can be supported.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Interactions
In supporting children with special educational needs
learners need to know how to communicate effectively,
giving praise and reward for a child’s efforts and
achievements.
3 and 4

Learning Outcome 1

Again it is recommended that there is input here from a child care
worker with children with special educational needs and again
visits to special educational needs placements would be useful.
There needs to be further guided discussion by learners and notes
should be continued towards meeting M1 and to meet P4 as well as
M3.

P4: Identify ways of interacting effectively with children
who are disabled or have a special educational need.
M1: Explain how a child with a disability or special
educational need can be supported.
M3: Explain what needs to be considered when interacting
with a child with a disability or special educational need.
Legislation

5 and 6

Learners must be familiar with the Regulations and Codes
of Practice affecting provision for disabled children and
those with special educational needs. The importance of
following these must also be understood.
Learning Outcome 1

There will need to be tutor input with respect to current
legislation and Codes of Practice affecting provision for children
who are disabled or have a special educational need. Some
research by learners either individually or in groups can be
undertaken.
Notes should be made in order to meet P2.

P2: Identify current legislation and relevant codes of
practice affecting provision for children who are disabled
or have a special educational need.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Learning outcome 2: Understand how to help the child to
take part in activities and experiences.

Research should be undertaken by learners into appropriate
specialist aids and equipment and their safe use.

Methods

There will be need for input from the tutor or child care worker
with special educational needs children regarding sensitive
observation to identify any barriers to participation in activities
and to offer alternatives if required.

Learners need to understand how to observe sensitively to
identify any barriers to participation in activities and to
offer alternatives if required.
They should also understand how to adapt activities eg
furniture and access to equipment in consultation with
others to enable the child to take part.
7 and 8

Learners should also understand how to use safely any
specialist aids and equipment if required and the
encouragement of positive behaviour.

There should be discussion by learners about how to adapt
activities eg furniture and access to equipment in consultation
with others to enable the child to take part as well as the
encouragement of positive behaviour.
Notes should be made by learners to meet P3, M2 and D1.

P3: Outline ways to help children to take part in activities
and experiences.
M2: Explain how a child with a disability or special
educational need can be helped to take part in activities
and experiences.
D1: Evaluate ways of helping a child with a disability or
special educational need to take part in activities and
experiences.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Learning outcome 3: Understand how to support the child
and family according to the procedures of the setting.
Support
Learners must understand how to help family members to
take part in activities, to give feedback to the child and
other adults about a child’s progress, recording progress
according to procedures.
9 and 10

They must also understand how to seek help from others
when information and support are needed and to know
what specialist local and national support and information
for children and families is available.

Research should be undertaken by learners individually or in
groups with respect to local and national support and information
for children and families.
As before, there will need to be input from the tutor or child care
worker with special educational needs children regarding helping
family members to take part in activities, giving feedback to the
child and other adults about a child’s progress, recording progress
according to procedures and seeking help from others when
information and support are needed.
Learners should make notes to meet P6 and towards D2.

P6: Outline ways in which support can be given to the child
and the family.
D2: Evaluate ways of supporting the family of a child with
a disability or special educational need.
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Outline of possible programme of learning
Partnership
Learners must have an understanding of the importance of
parental and family knowledge of the child and the impact
of having a child with a disability or special educational
need in the family.

11 and 12

They must also understand the importance of
integration/inclusion in setting and in the community as
well as how to plan for each child’s individual
requirements with colleagues and parents.
Learning Outcome 3
P5: Describe the potential effect a child with a disability
or special educational need might have on a family.

There will need to be input and discussion about the importance of
parental and family knowledge of the child and the impact of
having a child with a disability or special educational need in the
family.
A visit from the parent of a child with a special educational need
would also be useful.
Discussion should also take place with respect to the importance
of integration/inclusion in setting and in the community as well as
how to plan for each child’s individual requirements with
colleagues and parents.
Learners must now make notes in order to meet P5, M4 and D2.

M4: Explain what is meant by partnership with parents.
D2: Evaluate ways of supporting the family of a child with
a disability or special educational need.

13 and 14

Time should be given to visits to Special educational needs
settings and for completing the higher grades for the unit.
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Sample assessment activity
Assignment 1
Learning outcome 1:

Understand how to support a child with disabilities or
special educational needs

Assessment/Grading Criteria:
P1

Identify a range of disabilities and special educational needs that
affect children

P2

Identify current legislation and relevant codes of practice affecting
provision for children who are disabled or have a special educational
need.

P4

Identify ways of interacting effectively with children who are
disabled or have a special educational need

M1

Explain how a child with a disability or special educational need can
be supported

M3

Explain what needs to be considered when interacting with a child
with a disability or special educational need

Task 1:

From your research outline a number of disabilities and special
educational needs that affect children. (P1)

Task 2:

You need to identify current legislation and relevant codes of
practice affecting provision for children who are disabled or have a
special educational need. (P2)

Task 3:

You must explain what needs to be considered when interacting with
a child with a disability or special educational need. (P4)

Task 4:

Explain how a child with a disability or special educational need can
be supported. You need to include seeking information, following
the child’s individual plan, referring concerns about the child
according to procedures as well as seeking advice and support to
overcome communication difficulties. Interaction and effective
communication should also be covered. (M1)

Task 5:

Explain what you need to consider when interacting with a child
with a disability or special educational need. (M3)
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Assignment 2
Learning outcome 2:

Understand how to help the child to take part in
activities and experiences

Assessment/grading criteria:
P3

Outline ways to help children to take part in activities and
experiences.

M2

Explain how a child with a disability or special educational need can
be helped to take part in activities and experiences.
Evaluate ways of helping a child with a disability or special
educational need to take part in activities and experiences.

D1
Task 1:

How can you help children to take part in activities and experiences?
This must include how to observe sensitively to identify any barriers
to participation in activities and to offer alternatives if required,
how to adapt activities eg furniture and access to equipment in
consultation with others to enable the child to take part and how to
use safely any specialist aids and equipment if required and the
encouragement of positive behaviour. (P3)

Task 2:

You now need to explain how a child with a disability or special
educational need can be helped to take part in activities and
experiences. (M2) After that you should evaluate – consider strengths
and weaknesses – your proposals. (D1)

Assignment 3
Learning outcome 3:

Understand how to support the child and family
according to the procedures of the setting

Assessment/grading criteria:
P6

Outline ways in which support can be given to the child and the
family

P5

Describe the potential effect a child with a disability or special
educational need might have on a family

M4

Explain what is meant by partnership with parents

D2

Evaluate ways of supporting the family of a child with a disability or
special educational need

Task 1:

How can support be given to the child and the family? You need to
include how to help family members to take part in activities, to
give feedback to the child and other adults about a child’s progress,
recording progress according to procedures. You must also include
how to seek help from others when information and support are
needed and what specialist local and national support and
information for children and families is available. (P6)
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Task 2:
Task 3:

Task 4:

Describe the potential effect a child with a disability or special
educational need might have on a family? (P5)
Explain what is meant by partnership with parents. You need to
include the importance of parental and family knowledge of the
child. Also you should include the importance of
integration/inclusion in the setting and in the community as well as
how to plan for each child’s individual requirements with colleagues
and parents. (M4)
You now need to evaluate ways of supporting the family of a child
with a disability or special educational need. (D2)

Key Skills Opportunities
Communication level 2
C2.1b:

Give a talk of at least four minutes

Learners can derive evidence for this when outlining a number of disabilities and
special educational needs that affect children.
Information Technology level 2
IT2.1:

Search for and select information to meet your needs. Use
different information sources for each task and multiple search
criteria in at least one case

Learners can derive evidence for this when identify current legislation and
relevant codes of practice affecting provision for children who are disabled or
have a special educational need.
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Additional Resources
Books
• Birkett, V and Barnes, R - “How to support and teach children with Special
Educational Needs” (LDA, 2004) ISBN 185033828
• Farrell, M - “The Special Education handbook “ (David Fulton Publications, 2002)
ISBN 1853469742
• Tassoni, P - “Supporting Special Needs: understanding inclusion in the Early
Years” (Heinemann Educational, 2003) ISBN 0435401629
Journals and magazines
• Parents magazine
• Nursery World
Websites
• www.direct.gov.uk
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