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Edexcel, BTEC and LCCI qualifications 

Edexcel, BTEC and LCCI qualifications are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body 

offering academic and vocational qualifications that are globally recognised and benchmarked.  

For further information, please visit our qualification websites at www.edexcel.com, www.btec.co.uk 

or www.lcci.org.uk. Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us 

page at qualifications.pearson.com/contactus 

 

About Pearson 

Pearson is the world's leading learning company, with 40,000 employees in more than 70 countries 

working to help people of all ages to make measurable progress in their lives through learning.  

We put the learner at the centre of everything we do, because wherever learning flourishes, so do 

people. Find out more about how we can help you and your learners at qualifications.pearson.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

References to third-party material made in this specification are made in good faith. We do 

not endorse, approve or accept responsibility for the content of materials, which may be 

subject to change, or any opinions expressed therein. (Material may include textbooks, 

journals, magazines and other publications and websites.) 
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Unit 1: The Business Enterprise Environment – 

sample mark scheme 

General marking guidance 

● All learners must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first learner in 

exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

● Mark schemes should be applied positively. Learners must be rewarded for what they have 

shown they can do rather than be penalised for omissions.  

● Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme, not according to their perception of 

where the grade boundaries may lie.  

● All marks on the mark scheme should be used appropriately.  

● All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners should always 

award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme. Examiners 

should be prepared to award zero marks if the learner’s response is not worthy of credit 

according to the mark scheme. 

● Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by which 

marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 

● When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to a learner’s 

response, the team leader must be consulted. 

● Crossed-out work should be marked UNLESS the learner has replaced it with an alternative 

response. 

 

Specific marking guidance for levels based mark schemes 

Levels-based mark schemes (LBMS) have been designed to assess learners’ work holistically. 

They consist of two parts: indicative content and levels-based descriptors. Indicative content 

reflects specific content-related points that learners might make. Levels-based descriptors 

articulate the skills that learners are likely to demonstrate in relation to the Assessment 

Outcomes being targeted by the question. Different rows within the levels represent the 

progression of these skills. 

When using a levels-based mark scheme, the ‘best fit’ approach should be used. 

● Examiners should first make a holistic judgement on which band most closely matches the 

learner response and place it within that band. Learners will be placed in the band that best 

describes their answer. 

● The mark awarded within the band will be decided based on the quality of the answer in 

response to the assessment focus/outcome and will be modified according to how securely 

all bullet points are displayed at that band. 

● Marks will be awarded towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how they have 

evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 
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Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

1 A - Debtor (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

2 A - High start-up costs (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

3 C – Trade credit (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

4 2 correct = 2 marks, 1 correct = one mark,  

● Alba, who works in Production - Preparing ingredients 

● Wendy, who works in Human Resources - Writing a job 

specification 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

5 C - Start-up cost (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

6 C - Franchise (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

7 D - Interest gained from savings 

E - Sales revenue 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

8 C - Medium enterprise (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

9 A – Identifying a market need  

B – Being socially responsible 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

10 A – Date of purchase 

D – Proof of purchase 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

11 

 

A - Clarity of vision 

C - Innovative products 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

12 B - For no longer than necessary (1) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

13 B – Public corporation (1) 



Pearson BTEC Level 2 Technical Certificate in Business Enterprise – Unit 1 The Business Enterprise 

Environment – Sample Assessment Materials – Version 1.2 final pre-publication – January 2017 

© Pearson Education Limited 2016 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

14 B - Signs in braille 

D – Flexible working arrangements 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

15 1 mark for stating what a venture capitalist is/does, and 1 mark for 

stating how they work. 

A venture capitalist is someone who provides finance (1) in return for a 

share in the business (1). 

 

OR 

 

A venture capitalist is someone who provides expertise or advice (1) in 

return for an interest in the business (1).  

 

Accept any other appropriate response. 

 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

16 1 mark for defining or identifying a demographic trend, 1 mark 

explaining how this could impact a traditional book store, and up to 2 

further marks for developing implications for a traditional book store. 

Demographic trends include population trends (1), this includes whether 

the population is ageing or not. (1) An ageing population demands 

different goods and services than a young population (1) and so if a 

traditional book store is to succeed it must produce something to suit 

older people in an ageing population (1). 

 

OR 

 

Demographic trends include developments and changes in human 

population (1), this includes their geographical location and household 

income. (1) Both will affect the demand for different goods and services 

(1) and so if a traditional book store is to succeed it must be located 

appropriately and goods / services need to be priced appropriately (1). 

 

Accept any other appropriate response. 

 

(4) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

17 1 mark for identifying an advantage of renting new premises, 1 mark for 

explaining why this is an advantage, and up to 2 further marks for 

developing implications of having a high street location. 

If she moved to the new premises she could use the studio to expand 

into other areas of photography (1).  The location will increase her 

passing trade (1) which will raise her business profile (1) and the 

increased trade will help Eleanor be more profitable by covering her 

additional costs (1). 

OR 

(4) 
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If she moved to the new premises she could use the shop to expand into 

selling a range of photography products(1).  The new location on the 

high street will be ideal for a shop (1) the shop will raise her business 

profile (1) and the increased trade  from the shop will help Eleanor be 

more profitable by covering her additional costs (1). 

Accept any other appropriate response. 

 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

18 TC = £2306 (2)  

OR   

In working box award 1 mark for workings. 

24 ×40 (1) or 

£960 (1) 

(2) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

19 £200 (3) 

OR 

In working box award a maximum of two marks for workings 

Selling price = 
600

6

 
 
 

+ £100 (2) 

Selling price = 
fixed costs

break-even point

 
 
 

 + variable cost (1) 

(3) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

20  

 
Jan 

(£) 

Feb 

(£) 

March 

(£) 

Total 

Receipts 
  5 200 

 

(1) 

Total 

Payments 
   

 

 

Net 

Inflow/outf

low 

-400   

 

(1) 

Opening 

Balance 
 2 600  

 

(5) 
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(1) 

Closing 

balance 
2 600  3 850 

(1) 

(1) 
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Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

21 1 mark for showing understanding of the purpose of research, 1 mark for 

developing one way it can be used, and up to 2 further marks for 

developing implications of the research on ECS. 

The research would show if there was a need for the chip (1) Phil would 

then need to estimate the demand to see how many to produce / if there 

was a demand for something new (1) He would then need to decide 

whether or not his business had sufficient of the necessary resources 

available to produce this many chips / if this would impact on his current 

production and his profitability (1) as producing a new chip could be an 

expensive process (1) 

 

OR  

 

The research would show benefits/ features for the chip (1) Phil would 

then need to research whether competitors were in production / near 

with same or similar product(1) He would then need to research costs of 

production and profitability it could bring(1) and consider / weigh up the 

barriers to it being (1) 

 

Accept any other appropriate response. 

 

(4) 

Question 

number 

Indicative content Mark 

22 Answers will be credited according to the learner’s demonstration of 

knowledge and understanding of the material using the indicative 

content and levels descriptors below. The indicative content that follows 

is not prescriptive.  

Answers may cover some/all of the indicative content but learners should 

be rewarded for other relevant answers. 

Indicative content 

● Increases productivity 

● Improves processes 

● Offers improvements to the service users 

● Offers more choice to the service users 

● Decreases costs  

● Leads to greater organisational effectiveness 

 

(6) 

Mark scheme (award up to 6 marks).  Refer to guidance on the cover of this document for 

how to apply levels based mark schemes 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 0 0 No rewardable material 

Level 1 1-2  Some key aspects identified, points made or factors considered 

or one described in some detail. The answer may be in the form 

of a list.  

 Points made or factors considered will be superficial/generic and 

not applied/directly linked to the information, data or situation 

given in the question. 
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 There will be limited reference to the relative importance of the 

aspects considered. 

Level 2 3-4  Some key aspects identified, or a few key points/factors 

described . There will be some (limited) consideration of links or 

differences (compare and contrast) 

 Aspects/factors/points made will mainly be relevant to the 

issues but the link will not always be clear. Some consideration 

or reference will be given to the given information, data or 

situation but this will not necessarily support the answer well 

 An attempt will be made to consider the relative importance of 

aspects raised but this will not be well-developed. 

Level 3 5-6  A range of aspects described, or a few key ones explained in 

depth. All sides of the case are considered and the answer is 

well balanced, giving consideration to links or differences 

(compare and contrast) 

 The majority of points made will be relevant and there will be a 

clear link to the topic of the question and use of the given data 

or information. 

 Learners will recognise the relative importance of issues raised 

in the question. 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

23 1 mark for showing understanding of partnership as a type of ownership, 

1 mark for developing one benefit of this, and up to 2 further marks for 

developing implications of being a partnership rather than a sole trader. 

A partnership is an agreement between two or more people to finance and 

operate a business (1) If James takes on partner(s) he will have access to 

the skills of more people (1) and each partner could specialise in certain 

aspects of the business (1) which would be more cost effective (1). 

 

OR 

 

A partnership is an agreement between two or more jointly own a 

business (1) Prospective employees may be attracted to the business if 

given the incentive to become a partner (1) and so attract better 

employees (1) and create a wider pool of knowledge, skills and contacts 
(1). 

Accept any other appropriate response. 

 

(4) 

Question 

number 

Acceptable answer Mark 

24 

 

Answers will be credited according to the learner’s demonstration of 

knowledge and understanding of the material using the indicative content 

and levels descriptors below. The indicative content that follows is not 

prescriptive.  

Answers may cover some/all of the indicative content but learners should 

be rewarded for other relevant answers. 

Indicative content 

● Less risk - a limited company has a separate legal identity 

(6) 
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● Owner’s liability is limited 

● Formation of a Ltd can suggest that the business has permanence 

and commitment, giving suppliers and customers a sense of 

confidence 

● Many larger companies will not deal with a business that is not 

limited 

● May open up new business opportunities that would not otherwise 

be available 

● Ltd companies pay corporation tax - these rates are lower than 

income tax rates 

 

Mark scheme (award up to 6 marks).  Refer to guidance on the cover of this document for 

how to apply levels based mark schemes 

Level Mark Descriptor 

Level 0 0 No rewardable material 

Level 1 1-2  Some key aspects identified, points made or factors considered 

or one described in some detail. The answer may be in the form 

of a list.  

 Points made or factors considered will be superficial/generic and 

not applied/directly linked to the information, data or situation 

given in the question. 

 There will be limited reference to the relative importance of the 

aspects considered. 

Level 2 3-4  Some key aspects identified, or a few key points/factors 

described. There will be some (limited) consideration of links or 

differences (compare and contrast) 

 Aspects/factors/points made will mainly be relevant to the 

issues but the link will not always be clear. Some consideration 

or reference will be given to the given information, data or 

situation but this will not necessarily support the answer well 

 An attempt will be made to consider the relative importance of 

aspects raised but this will not be well-developed. 

Level 3 5-6  A range of aspects described, or a few key ones explained in 

depth. All sides of the case are considered and the answer is 

well balanced, giving consideration to links or differences 

(compare and contrast) 

 The majority of points made will be relevant and there will be a 

clear link to the topic of the question and use of the given data 

or information. 

 Learners will recognise the relative importance of issues raised 

in the question. 

 


