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Introduction
This is the sixth examination of the GCE Urdu qualification. The standard, quality and access
was similar to previous years. The overall performance of the candidates indicated that
large centres have prepared their students well for this examination in accordance with
the requirements of the specification. In Section A (Listening), the majority of candidates
generally performed well in most questions. This trend was also reflected in Section B
(Reading) and Section C (Writing).
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Question 2
In Section A: Listening, there are four questions. The first two questions required nonverbal responses. Question (Q)1 was a dialogue between a sister and a brother, about the
selfish attitude of some people, as experienced by the sister during a musical evening. Most
candidates scored good marks.
Q2 was a listening passage highlighting the issues faced by many women who venture
out for shopping in the bazaars of Pakistani cities. The candidates were asked to put a
cross against four correct statements from the eight given statements. The majority of the
candidates scored at least three marks out of four.
A few candidates were confused about Statement D (Some women are made to purchase
some items for no good reason) and Statement G (Shopkeepers usually ignore those
women who only ask prices). Teachers are requested to give enough practice to their
students for listening tasks where they have to listen and choose the relevant and
appropriate key words.

Question 3
Q3 was a passage about guests who arrive without any prior indication, as compared
with those who come for a visit after asking permission from the host. For this question,
candidates were required to complete a gap-fill exercise, by selecting the correct and
appropriate English letter corresponding with the selected Urdu word from a given list of
eight words in Urdu.
Generally, the majority of the candidates scored full marks except a few candidates who
found Q3 (iii) challenging and faltered in their correct response. Teachers should ensure that
their students are well prepared for such Urdu vocabulary and grammar tasks.
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Question 4
Q4 was an interview/conversation between Faraz and Maryam, where Faraz congratulates
Maryam for achieving high grades in her A Level examination. Candidates were asked to
listen and answer the given questions in Urdu.
The assessment criteria required that the candidates should be able to listen to the
interview/conversation and extract specific information, based on the question asked, and
write the appropriate response in their own words, in Urdu. Candidates' responses were
marked on how relevant they were, and not on the accuracy of the Urdu grammar and
spelling.
The assessment criteria for Q4 state that candidates should be able to listen, and extract
the specific information, for the part of the question being asked.
Being a listening skills test, the candidates are not penalised for 'lifting' directly from the
text, nor for poor quality of Urdu language. However, they should either respond in a short
relevant sentence keeping their answer in the same tense as that used in the question, or
give key words, and not copy out part of the spoken sentence.   
Q4 (c) was about the high 'fees', which was the main keyword. Anything else was additional
ie 'can take out a loan/doesn't want to be a burden on her parents.' Although, 'doesn't want
to be a burden on her parents' may sound like the answer, it does not reflect the context.
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Examiner Comments

Although the candidate has managed to answer most items of this question correctly, they did not
understand part (c).
It is important to read the question a few times and focus specifically on what is being asked. Then,
candidates should respond to it precisely.
7 marks
A very effective way to answer such questions is to replay and listen to the specific part of the
interview/conversation and make notes before writing down the answer.

For the whole Listening Section, candidates should listen to the recording, make notes and
replay as required, in the specific time.
For Q4, this is more critical because it is a long interview. Listening and selecting the key
words is essential.
If Maryam is being interviewed about her desire of going to Cambridge University, it is
imperative to understand precisely what is being asked, and then to select appropriate and
relevant vocabulary.
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Examiner Comments

In the second example, the candidate has managed to answer
all seven items correctly. They have given short answers in their
own words, and refrained from surplus writing. 8 marks
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Question 6
Section B: Reading
There were three questions in this section. Q5 was about the views of young people
regarding Facebook. It required a non-verbal response. The majority of the candidates
scored high marks in this question.
Q6 was about cooking programmes on TV channels in Pakistan. Candidates were required
to read the passage in Urdu and to answer the questions in English, relating their answers
exclusively to the passage and convey all relevant information required correctly.
A large number of candidates scored good marks. A few candidates lost one or two marks,
either by not understanding what was being asked or not having enough English vocabulary
to transfer the relevant answers into English.

Examiner Comments

To score full marks in 6 (d) and (e), the candidate should have
been more careful in understanding the questions.
(d) Apart from watching TV channels what else do young people
do, to cook?
Ask their mother for a recipe on how to cook.
(e) Why can’t some housewives follow the noted recipes?
The answer is in the last few lines of the passage: They can’t
find diaries with noted recipes at the time of cooking. 3 marks
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Examiner Comments

This candidate could have scored full marks if the response to Q6 (b) had been complete and relevant.
6(b) What is interesting about some of these programmes?
Men host some of these programmes.
It says in the passage, ‘The interesting thing is that some of these programmes are hosted by men’.
There is no mention of a ‘chef’.
4 marks

Examiner Comments

This is a very good answer because the candidate has manged to write short, specific responses
correctly to what is being asked in all items.
5 marks
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Question 7
Q7 was a narrated passage about a fresh graduate Fraraz who is looking for a job in
Karachi. The candidates were required to answer the target language questions in their own
words, in Urdu.
Some candidates did not follow the rubric and failed to rephrase the language from the
passage. There were some examples where 'total lifting' of the sentences from the passage
was carried out. In such cases, the candidate did not manipulate the language and lost
valuable marks, especially in Question 7(f) and 7(h). Some candidates also did not keep
their answers in the past tense, as were the questions.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate in this example has
understood the question but lost marks
in Q7 (a) by missing the keyword ‘with
good grades’. For Q7 (f), being a one-mark
answer, the candidate’s first response only
was taken for assessment, even if it was
incorrect.

Examiner Tip

Be precise and accurate in answering
questions.
The candidate would have scored good
marks if slight manipulation of the language
had taken place.

8 marks
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has lost one mark in Q7(f) because the response
was totally irrelevant from the information given in the passage.
9 marks

Examiner Tip

Candidates must always read the question carefully
and look for relevant keywords. As this question
demands candidates writing their responses in their
own words, candidates should practice and learn the
technique of how to rephrase or manipulate a sentence
from the paragraph, without losing the actual meaning
of the sentence.
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Question 8
Section C: Writing
Candidates are required to write 200-220 words in the form of an article in Urdu, based on
a short language stimulus. The question carries 30 marks out of a total of 70 marks.
In Q8 the topic was very interesting and well-received by the majority of candidates. It
was gratifying to read that most of the candidates (young Asians) were themselves health
conscious, hence could write well on this topic, at some length.
It was pleasing to note that quite a few centres have prepared their students well for this
task, because there were some very good responses to read.
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Examiner Tip

The candidate has scored equally in
both content and response, and Quality
of Language. They have refrained from
unnecessary and irrelevant use of proverbs.

Examiner Comments

The candidate has covered all of the bullet points and
elaborated on most bullet points with good quality
language. This helped to achieve marks in the top bands of
the assessment criteria grid for both content and Quality of
Language.
15 marks - Content and Response
15 marks - Quality of Language
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Examiner Comments

Although the candidate has managed to cover all of the bullet points and
elaborated on some, the Quality of Language was not good enough, so
the marks given reflect on the performance of the candidate in line with
the agreed mark scheme.
To achieve high marks for this section, both the Content and Quality of
Language assessment criteria are equally important.
10 marks - Content and Response
7 marks - Quality of Language

Examiner Tip

Careful planning of the essay and writing down
prompts for each of the given bullet points can ensure
that the content and response has been covered
adequately within the required number of words.
Also, keeping the language flow and use of appropriate
vocabulary throughout the essay can help in scoring
good marks.
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Paper Summary
The overall performance of the candidates indicated that the paper was accessible.
Based on their performance on this paper candidates are offered the following advice.
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•

Candidates must ensure that they read and understand rubrics or instructions well and
follow them carefully for each type of question

•

For Section A: Listening, the effective way to answer such questions is to replay and
listen to the specific parts of the recordings and make notes before writing down the
answers

•

For Q4 and Q7 it is better to write relevant keywords, rather long irrelevant sentences

•

For Section B: Reading, in Q7 candidates must write their responses in their own words.
Candidates must avoid 'lifting' sections of text from the passage. The information must
be slightly rephrased or manipulated before writing as their own response.

•

For Section C: Writing, in Q8 candidates should plan and organise their essay based on
the given bullet points, in order to achieve marks in the top bands for both content and
Quality of Language.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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