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Introduction
In this paper there were three sections.

Section A: Translation from English into Urdu.

Section B: Three questions based on creative essays and four questions based on discursive essays.

In creative essays, Q2(a) and Q2(b) were the most popular questions. In discursive essays, Q2(d)

Q2(e) and Q2 9(f) were the most popular questions. Candidates who attempted these questions

and followed the instructions achieved good marks.

Section C: Four research-based essay questions. The most popular were Q3(a) and Q3(d). The vast

majority of students attempted these two questions and those who followed the instructions

achieved very good marks. Those who did not follow the instructions lost marks.
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Question 1 

This question was based on translation from English into Urdu.
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This is not a very good example answer for this question. The

candidate has translated the whole passage carelessly and did not

try to transfer the meaning.

Please read the passage very carefully and write a draft version

first before the final version of the translation.
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Question 2 (a) 

This question was attempted by a good number of students and had very mixed responses from

across the mark range. A few students could not create a story on the given picture. Instead, they

wrote a story read in a book or watched a TV drama and linked it with the picture at the end. Some

students achieved very good marks in this question due to their very good understanding of the

picture.

Question 2 (b) 

Most of the candidates chose to continue with the story written in Q2(b). This appeared to be an

easier alternative for many. The candidates should realise that much imagination is required to

gain high marks, in contrast to the discursive questions. Those candidates who followed the rubric

and so continued the passage, and wrote a story with appropriate use of language, understanding,

and development, achieved high marks.

Question 2 (c) 

This question was answered by a very small number of candidates as this was not a very popular

question. Those who attempted this question were not able to understand its demands. They wrote

their answer in general and did not give the evidence of how to support their answer.

Question 2 (d) 

This question was attempted by few candidates who wrote about the role of tourism to spread

peace in the world. Those who attempted this question did not explain how tourism is important

for peace and instead wrote in general about the advantages of tourism. Due to this reason they

did not score good marks.

Question 2 (e) 

When looking at the responses for the discursive essay, many students chose Q2(e) for discursive

essays. Some candidates were able to perform very well here and reach the highest bands because

facts and opinion were stated, which is the requirement of discursive essays. On the other hand

some students did not understand the meaning and demands of the question and therefore

achieved very low marks for their essays.

Question 2 (f) 

A good number of candidates attempted this question and did not fulfil its demands. Those who

did not score high marks were not able to explain how balanced diet and exercise are inter linked.

Those who scored very good marks wrote both aspects and gave clear reasons for their answer.

Question 2 (g) 

This question was again attempted by few candidates. Those who chose to attempt this question

did not understand the demands of the question and achieved low marks. Most of the candidates

wrote on advantages of tourism in general and explained the advantages of it rather than giving

reasons how it plays an important role in modern education.
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Question 3 (a) 

This question was attempted by quite a number of candidates, who indicated relevant means of

transportation and the way to take steps to solve the transportation problems within the area of

their choice. Those who understood the rubric and demands of the question achieved very high

marks. On the other hand, some students only discussed one part of the question and as a result,

they were not able to score high marks. There are two examples; one very good and the other one

very poor.
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A very good example for Q3a which scored high marks by covering

all points in the question.

This candidate has looked at the whole question.
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A poor example for question 3a with low marks. The candidate did

not understand the question properly.

Candidates are required to read the question very carefully and

write on both parts of the question to score high marks.
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Question 3 (b) 

This question was attempted by very few candidates. Those who attempted it did not address the

topic fully. Generally, there was not substantial evidence of reading, research and understanding in

the responses to this question.

Question 3 (c) 

This question was answered rarely in Section C. Those candidates who chose this question were

not able to fulfil the demand of this question. Instead of discussing the social aspects of society,

they discussed the political issues.

Question 3 (d) 

This was the most popular question and quite a variety of films were discussed, as was the novel

"Mirat-ul-Aroos". Most candidates scored highly on this question, especially those who had chosen

an Urdu book and Urdu movie like "Baghban", because they had a better understanding of the

story and its various aspects.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice. Candidates

should:

spend some time to read the English passage and write a draft version first before they complete

the final version of translation

read the instructions carefully before answering any questions

start the story for creative writing exactly from the point they are asked and not give the whole

background

take care of sequence, organisation and development in all questions

answer both parts of the questions in section C i.e. discussion and evaluation

answer the questions in section C keeping the community and target language society in mind

take care of spellings and grammar while writing their answers.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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