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Introduction
In this paper there were three sections.

Section A: Translation from English into Urdu.

Section B: Three questions based on creative essays and four questions based on discursive 
essays. In creative essays, Q2(a) and Q2(b) were the most popular questions.

In discursive essays, Q2(d) and Q2(e) were the most popular questions. Candidates who  
attempted these questions and followed the instructions achieved good marks.

Section C: Four research-based essay questions. The most popular were Q3(a) and Q3(d).

The vast majority of students attempted these two questions and those who followed the  
instructions achieved very high marks. Those who did not follow the instructions lost marks.

Question 1
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This is a very good example answer for this question. The candidate has 
translated the whole passage very carefully.

Examiner Comments

Please read the passage very carefully and write a draft version first before the 
final version of the translation.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
This question was attempted by a good number of students and had very mixed responses 
from across the mark range. A very few of the students were not able to create a story on 
the given picture. Instead, they wrote a film story and linked it with the picture at the end. 
Some students achieved very good marks in this question.

This script is a very weak response from one of the candidates.
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The candidate tried to write a story but mixed up his ideas and was not able to 
write a creative essay on the given picture.

Examiner Comments

Candidates are advised to make a draft answer on the picture first before 
putting it into the proper answer. The example response scored only 12 marks. 
That is the lowest mark for this type of question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
Most of the candidates chose to continue with the story written in Q2(b). This appeared to 
be an easier alternative for many.

The candidates should realise that much imagination is required to gain high marks, 
in contrast to the discursive questions.

Those candidates who followed the rubric and so continued the passage, and wrote a story  
with appropriate use of language, understanding, and development, achieved high marks.

A good response from a candidate where he/she has very beautifully constructed the story 
on the given question.
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Good example.
Examiner Comments

Candidates are advised to follow the instructions and read the rubric properly. 
The attached response has followed the instructions and scored good marks. 
Students should write bullet points first to complete answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This question was answered by a very small number of candidates and most of them  
responded well.

Those who attempted this question understood its demands. They gave all possible points 
to support their answer.

Question 2 (d)
This question was attempted by a very few candidates, who wrote about the increase in  
population and shortage of food items. Those who attempted this question did not explain  
properly and were not able to achieve high marks.

Question 2 (e)
When looking at the responses for the discursive essay, not many students chose Q2(e). 
Some candidates were able to perform very well here and reach the highest bands because 
facts and opinion were stated – the requirement of discursive essays. On the other hand  
some students did not understand the meaning and demand of the question and therefore  
achieved very low marks for their essays.

Question 2 (f)
A very small number of candidates attempted this question and did not fulfil its demands.
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Question 2 (g)
This question was again attempted by a very few candidates. Those who chose to attempt 
this question did not understand the demands of the question and achieved low marks.

The example shows the student did not understand the question properly and scored less 
marks.
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The attached example is not a very good response. The learner was not able to 
communicate and develop the answer properly. Therefore, the response scored 
less marks.

Examiner Comments



16 GCE Urdu 4 6UR04 01

Question 3 (a)
This question was attempted by quite a number of candidates, who indicated relevant 
economic development and the way to take steps to increase more development associated 
with the area of their choice.

Those who understood the rubric and demands of the question achieved very high marks.

On the other hand, some students only discussed one part of the question and as a result, 
they were not able to score high marks.

There are two examples; one very poor and the other one very good.
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A very good example of Q3a which scored high marks by covering all points in 
the question.

Examiner Comments
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A poor example for question 3a with low marks.
Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
This question was attempted by very few candidates. Those who attempted it did not 
address the topic fully. Generally, there was not substantial evidence of reading, research 
and understanding in the responses to this question.

The example shows how the learner responded to this particular question very poorly.

The example shows a very poor response for Q3b. There is no evidence of 
research and development and also quality of language is not good either.

Examiner Comments



25GCE Urdu 4 6UR04 01

Question 3 (c)
This question was answered rarely in Section C. Those candidates who chose this question 
were not able to fulfil the demand of this question. Instead of discussing the political 
conditions, they discussed the political personalities.

Question 3 (d)
This was the most popular question and quite a variety of films were discussed, as was the 
novel "Mirat-ul-Aroos". Most candidates scored highly on this question, especially those 
who had chosen an Urdu book and Urdu movie like "Baghban", because they had a better 
understanding of the story and its various aspects.
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A very week example of Q3d where student did not address the question but 
wrote very generally. This specific response scored very low marks.

Examiner Comments

Students are advised to read the question very carefully and answer both parts 
of the question i.e description and evaluation.

Examiner Tip
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Very good example of Q3d where the candidate has shown detailed evidence of 
research and scored very good marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.

Candidates should:

1)	� spend some time to read the English passage and write a draft version first before they complete 
the final version of translation.

2)	 read the instructions carefully before answering any questions.

3)	� start the story for creative writing exactly from the point they are asked and not give the whole 
background.

4)	 take care of sequence, organisation and development in all questions.

5)	 answer both parts of the questions in section C i.e. discussion and evaluation.

6)	 answer the questions in section C keeping the community and target language society in mind.

7)	 take care of spellings and grammar while writing their answers.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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