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Introduction
The overall standard and the level of difficulty of this paper was like that of previous years. The

performance of the cohort was good. Most centres prepared the students well for the examination.

However, candidates' performance on some questions was slightly less accurate because they did

not pick the correct information as answers available in the respective Urdu text passages.

This was reflected in the marks gained by the students in Section A (Listening), Section B (Reading)

and Section C (Writing).
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Question 2 

Question (Q)2 was a listening passage, about the family arguments on cooking food in different

countries of the world. Many people believe that cooking food is the sole responsibility of the wife

while others disagree with this argument.

When preparing students, teachers should ask them to practise more for listening tasks.

Students should listen to the audio recordings carefully and pick out the proper key words and

phrases that are appropriate and correct for their response.

Students asked to put a cross (X) against the four correct statements from the eight given. Most

students gained full marks while others got at least three marks out of the four available.

A few students were confused about option E (about a husband who left his wife with her parents

saying that he will take her back when she has learned cooking). (4 marks)
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Question 3 

Q3(i) statement was about ‘the unavailability of free treatment for people suffering from illnesses’.

In the rubric, candidates were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct word

in Urdu. The correct answer was D for this statement, from the given eight words. Most of the

candidates responded correctly.

Some candidates wrote the Urdu keyword as their response, instead of the corresponding English

letter, as instructed in the rubric. Candidates must always follow the rubric instructions.

Q3(ii) statement said that ‘the doctor’s fee was very high’.

Q3(iii) statement was about the ‘old woman and her son turned back to the exit door’.

In the rubric, candidates were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct word

in Urdu. The correct answer for this statement was A, from the given eight words. Most candidates

responded correctly however, only a few candidates got it wrong.

Some candidates wrote the Urdu keyword as their response, instead of the corresponding English

letter, as instructed in the rubric. Candidates must always follow the rubric instructions.

In the rubric, candidates were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct Urdu

word. The correct answer was H for this statement, from the given eight words. Most of the

candidates responded correctly.

Some candidates wrote the keyword as their response, instead of the corresponding English letter

as instructed in the rubrics. Candidates must always follow the rubric instructions.

Q3(iv) The statement said that ‘now every month I go to the clinic, pay and take a receipt and give it

to someone in need and come back’.

In the rubric, candidates were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct Urdu

word, which was E for this statement, from the given eight words. Most of the candidates

responded correctly.

Some candidates wrote the keyword as their response, instead of the corresponding English letter

as instructed in the rubric. Candidates must always follow the rubric instructions.

(4 marks)
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Question 4 

Question 4(a)

This question was about an interview between Afridi and Aisha, where Afridi talks about ‘Hunza

valley in northern Pakistan’. Candidates were asked to listen and write answers to the given

questions, in Urdu.

Question 4(b)

This question was about ‘the natural beauty and culture of Hunza valley’. Candidates were asked to

listen and write answers to the given questions, in Urdu.

Question 4(c)

This question was about ‘their lifestyle, traditional dress, music and cultural dance’. Candidates

were asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in Urdu.

Question 4(d)

This question was about ‘the 90 percent literacy rate, equality among men and women and women

in management roles’. Candidates asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in

Urdu.

Question 4(e)

This question was about ‘they like learning, schools made as cooperatives, students are at the

centre of curriculum, all villagers are the member of the school committee, they take personal

interest in their children’s education’. Candidates were asked to listen and write answers to the

given questions, in Urdu.

Question 4(f)

This question was about ‘if this thoughtful approach is adopted by all other regions then our nation

can progress very fast and steadily’. Candidates were asked to listen and write answers to the given

questions, in Urdu.

The assessment criteria required that candidates listen to the interview and extract specific

information, relevant to the questions asked to gain marks out of eight for this question.

Being a listening skills test, the candidates were not penalised for 'lifting' directly from the text, nor

for the inferior quality of Urdu language. However, they should either have responded in a short

relevant sentence, or written key word/phrase, and avoided copying out part of the spoken

sentence.

For the whole Listening Section, candidates should listen to the recording, make precise notes, and

replay as necessary, within the specified time.
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A very effective way to answer questions in a listening assessment is to replay and listen to the

specific part of the interview and make notes, before writing down the answer.

Q4(d) was ‘the 90 percent literacy rate, equality among men and women and women in

management roles’ – anything else was additional.

 (8 marks)
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Question 6 

Question 6(a) was about ‘the musical instruments made in Sialkot’.

Candidates were expected to:

• read the passage in Urdu

• answer the question in English

• relate their answers exclusively to the passage

• convey all relevant information as needed.

Many candidates achieved good marks. A few lost one or two marks, due to lack of understanding

of the question.

In this clip, to achieve full marks in Q6 (a), (b), (c), and (e) candidates should focus on understanding

the question - it is not enough to say for (a) music.

Examples of answers might be:

(a) Musical instruments.

(b) Such a small city has become an international industrial centre/hub.

(c) Performing better than other cities for industrial produce.

(d) For making footballs for World Cup 2014.

(e) This city earned two billion dollars from its exports in 2015.

As before, candidates must always read the instructions carefully and look for right keywords or

phrases in the passage. (5 marks)
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Question 7 

Q7(a) was about ‘they earn their living by selling small items’.

Q7(b) was about 'gaining sympathies of rich people.'

Q7(c) was about 'gaining attention and confidence/trust of rich people.'

Q7(d) was about 'opening small shops to sell tasty food'.

Q7(e) was about 'shops crowded with customers'.

Q7(f) was about 'selling fresh and tasty food is better than selling expensive clothes'. 'People can do

without buying expensive clothes but they need food and drink everyday'.

Q7(g) was about 'young people are well dressed and sell good quality food at reasonable price'.

Q7(h) was about 'rich people taking financial responsibility for one or two poor youngsters for

education or learning vocational skills'.

Q7 was a passage about the poor young people selling things in streets in Pakistan. Candidates

needed to answer the target language questions in their own words, in Urdu.

Some candidates did not follow the rubric and answered the question by 'lifting' information from

the passage. Some candidates didn’t know how to answer a question, they copied out sentences

from the passage. If they do not manipulate the language it will be ‘total lifting' and valuable marks

lost.

Similarly, some candidates did not use of the proper tenses in their answers.

The candidate understands all the question and answers correctly without losing any marks.

(10 marks)
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At the start,

 · Candidates must read the instructions carefully

and

 · look for right keywords, before writing a

response.

If the question asks their answers in their own

words candidates must:

• avoid 'lifting' without manipulation

• learn the technique of how to manipulate the

language

• practise this technique with past papers

• write an answer without losing the precise

meaning of the sentence.

In this clip, the student has written answers

precisely and to the point.

This is an example of a correct response. 10 marks.
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Question 8 

In Q8, the essay topic was very interesting and well received by the candidates.

It was gratifying to read that most of the candidates had dedicated parents.

Most of them had:

what parents did for them

how some parents catered for their requests for expensive items and gadgets

reasons why they need to consult their parents

responsibilities children have towards parents.

All candidates acknowledged their parents’ sincere, good, and trustworthy support to provide them

with a well-balanced and happy life.

Most candidates performed well on this topic. It was pleasing to note that quite a large number of

centres have prepared their students well for this task and there were many good responses.

This candidate covers all the bullet points for content and response very well, and uses superior

quality language.

This helps to achieve marks within the top band for both Content and Response and Quality of

Language.

(28 marks)
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This candidate has covered all the bullet points

very well and elaborated it with good quality of

language.

This helps to achieve marks in the top bands for

both aspects of the question for 30 marks

It pays to be precise and to the point in writing

essays.

Students should avoid using unnecessary details

and incorrect use of proverbs.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

For Q4 (Listening task), it is important to make short notes of specific information for Section A

(Listening) of this paper.

It is always helpful to be precise.

It is better to write relevant key words, than long sentences (Q4, Q6 and Q7).

All rubrics or instructions must be read, understood and followed carefully for each type of

question.

Q7 (Reading task) demands responses in your own words. Students must avoid 'total lifting' from

the given passage and must try to manipulate the language of their answer.

For Q8 (Writing task), it is important for students to plan and organise the essays carefully, within

the context of the given bullet points, to achieve marks in the top bands both for Content and

Response and Quality of Language.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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