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Introduction
The standard and the level of difficulty of this paper was similar to previous years. The 
overall performance of the cohort was good. Most of the centres prepared the students well 
for the examination. Students' performance on most questions was better than previous 
years. This was reflected in the marks gained by the students in Section A (Listening), 
Section B (Reading) and Section C (Writing).
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Question 2

Question (Q)2 was a listening passage, about the effect global warming has on the world. 
Many cities in Europe are getting an increase in the summer temperatures. 

When preparing students, teachers should ask them to practise more for listening tasks.

Students should listen to the audio recordings carefully and pick out the relevant key words 
and phrases that are appropriate to their response.

Students were asked to put a cross (X) against the four correct statements from the eight 
that were given. Most students gained at least three marks out of the four available marks.

A few students were confused about option F (about a city in South Korea where the 
temperature recorded was 45 degrees C).
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Question 3 (i)
Q3(i) statement was about ‘the longest dining table set for the public in Egypt, serving ten 
thousand people during the month of Ramadan to open their fast’.

In the rubric, students were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct 
word in Urdu. The correct answer was A for this statement, from the eight given words. 
Most of the students responded correctly.

Some students wrote the Urdu keyword as their response, instead of the English letter, as 
instructed in the rubrics. Students must always follow the rubric instructions.

Question 3 (ii)
Q3(ii) statement said that ‘this is how they set a world record for the longest dining table’.

In the rubric, students were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct 
Urdu word. The correct answer was H for this statement, from the eight given words.

Most of the candidates responded correctly. Some students wrote the keyword as their 
response, instead of the English letter as instructed in the rubrics. Students must always 
follow the rubric instructions.

Question 3 (iii)
Q3(iii) Statement said that ‘before this the longest dining table was set in Italy’. 

In the rubric, students were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the 
correct Urdu word, which was D for this statement, from the eight given words. Most of the 
students responded correctly.

Some students wrote the keyword as their response, instead of the English letter as 
instructed in the rubrics. Students must always follow the rubric instructions.

Question 3 (iv)
Q3(iv) The statement said that ‘Every year during the month of Ramadan many kilometres’ 
long dining tables are set in the holy city of Makkah’.

In the rubric, students were asked to write the English letter corresponding with the correct 
Urdu word, which was E for this statement, from the eight given words. Most of the students 
responded correctly.

Some students wrote the keyword as their response, instead of the English letter as 
instructed in the rubrics. Students must always follow the rubric instructions.
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Question 4 (a)
This question was about an interview between Shiraz and Jamilah, where Shiraz talks about 
‘Pakistan’s participation in World sports’. Students were asked to listen and write answers to 
the given questions, in Urdu.

Question 4 (b)
This question was about ‘the difficulties in Pakistan’s participation in world sports’. Students 
were asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in Urdu.

Question 4 (c)
The Q4(c) was about ‘Pakistan’s success in cricket and snooker at international level’. 
Students were asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in Urdu.

Question 4 (d)
This question was about ‘Pakistan’s inability to qualify for competing in the hockey world 
cup’. Students were asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in Urdu.
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Question 4 (e)
The Q4(e) was about ‘what Pakistan government should do to prepare world class players’. 
Students were asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in Urdu.

In this task, Jamilah is asking questions about what should be done to improve the standard 
of training to compete at international level. 

It is imperative to understand what is being asked, and then to select an appropriate and 
relevant phrase, or vocabulary.

Candidates must read the question a couple of times

Replay the audio recording

Identify keywords appropriate to your response

Make notes

Then write your answer in the paper.

Examiner Comments

The clip shows that the student answers 
both items of this question correctly.

Students must ensure that they read the 
question carefully and then respond to it by 
choosing the correct keywords or phrases.   

 2 marks

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (f)
This question was ‘by getting world class training how Pakistani players can enlighten their 
country’s name’. Students were asked to listen and write answers to the given questions, in 
Urdu.

For all parts of Question 4, the assessment criteria required that the student should be able 
to listen to the interview and extract specific information, based on the questions asked. 
Eight marks were allocated to this question.

Moreover, for being a listening skill's test, the students were not penalised for 'lifting' 
directly from the text, nor for the inferior quality of Urdu language. However, they should 
either have responded in a short relevant sentence, or written key word/phrase, and 
avoided copying out part of the spoken sentence.

For the whole Listening Section, students should listen to the recording, make precise notes 
and replay as necessary, within the specified time.

A very effective way to answer questions in a listening assessment is to replay and listen to 
the specific part of the interview and make notes, before writing down the answer.
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Question 6 (a)
Question 6(a) was the new law about dropping litter in public places in the UK.

A fine can be imposed for dropping litter in public places like roads, streets, parks or even 
on floor etc.

Question 6 (b)
Question 6(b) was about the cleanliness of the shop fronts in the UK.

They must ensure they keep their shop fronts very clean at all times.

Question 6 (c)
Question 6(c) was about the new law where the government has levied a charge for each 
shopping bag/plastic shopper in the UK.

Question 6 (d)
Question 6(d) was about the scenario where most rivers and oceans are littered with plastic 
bags causing harm to sea life.

Question 6 (e)
Question 6(e) was about the change in the attitude of the public to use bins placed in public 
places. 

It is good to practise, and learn how 
to answer questions, by extracting  
information from the text without losing 
the precise meaning of the sentence.

Examiner Comments

It is important that students must 
always read the instructions 
carefully and look for appropriate 
keywords or phrases.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
Q7(a) was about the reason why such underage boys must come out and do labour jobs. 
Either they are alone and helpless or come from poor and deprived families. They work hard 
to feed themselves and their families. 

Question 7 (b)
(b) was about the kind of life these street children have to live. They work and sleep during 
nights in an anti-social dangerous environment.

Question 7 (c)
Q7(c) was about the dangers these street children face and confront while living rough on 
the streets. By living rough, they may be picked up by criminals to train them as beggars and 
thieves.

Question 7 (d)
Q7(d) was about the special step taken by one charity organisation for the betterment 
of these street children. This charity prepared a football team to send to Brazil for the street 
children world cup in 2014.

For reading comprehension, students should 
practise and learn how to answer questions, by 
extracting information from the text without 
losing the precise meaning of the sentence.

Examiner Comments

In this clip, the student responds in a precise 
way within the context of the given passage.

This is a very good attempt because the 
candidate gives specific responses.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (e)
Q7(e) was about how the football team of these street children performed in Brazil. They 
managed to defeat the running champion, India, by thirteen goals and received a bronze 
medal by securing third position.

In this question, students are required to read the 
question carefully and understand it before writing 
the answer in their own words in Urdu.
This question demands students to use their own 
words, they should:

•	 avoid 'lifting'
•	  learn the technique of how to manipulate the 

target language
•	 learn and practise this technique
•	 write an answer without losing the precise 

meaning of the sentence.

Students need to learn techniques for manipulating 
the text to write answer in their own words correctly.

Examiner Comments

In this clip, the student has written 
answer precisely and to the point.

This is an example of a correct response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (f)
Q7(f) was about how these street children were welcomed back on their arrival in Pakistan. 
The President of Pakistan and other high level officials welcomed them and sent them on a 
tour of thirteen cities in Pakistan.

Question 7 (g)
Q7(f) was about how these street children's future prospects can be improved. Their 
involvement in positive and constructive activities and providing them with a suitable 
vocational or technical skill to help them to be able to earn a respectable living for 
themselves.

Question 7 (h)
Q7(h) was about a message for the wealthy and rich to come forward and sponsor one or 
two such children who may bring a good name to the country by their positive contribution 
in the society. 
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Question 8
In Q8, the essay topic was very interesting and well received by the students.

It was gratifying to read that most of the students had happy friends.

Most of them talked about:

•	 what friendship meant to them 

•	 a clear opinion on how they selected people to be their friends

•	 reasons why they needed friends

•	 any memorable time with their friends.

Almost all students talked about the need for sincere, good and trustworthy friends to have 
a balanced and happy life style. 

Most students performed well on this topic. It was pleasing to note that quite a large 
number of centres have prepared their students well for this task and there were many 
good responses.
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Candidates must try to keep within the required 
word count by avoiding unnecessary details and 
incorrect use of proverbs in their essay writing.

Examiner Comments

This candidate covers all the bullet points very 
well and elaborates with good quality of language.
This helps to achieve marks in the top bands for 
both aspects of the question for 30 marks

Examiner Tip
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Paper summary
In view of the overall performance, students are offered the following advice:

•	 For Q4 (Listening task), it is important to make short notes of specific information for 
Section A (Listening) of this paper

•	 It is always helpful to be precise

•	 It is better to write relevant key words, than long sentences (Q4, Q6 and Q7)

•	 All rubrics or instructions must be read, understood and followed carefully for each type 
of question.

•	 Q7 (Reading task) demands responses in your own words. Students must avoid 'total 
lifting' from the given passage, and must try to manipulate the language.

•	 For Q8 (Writing task), it is important for students to plan and organise the essays 
carefully, within the context of the given bullet points, to achieve marks in the top bands 
both for Content and Response and Quality of Language.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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