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Introduction
This paper was set in accordance with Specification guidance, and adhered to the format of
previous Unit 2 papers. Centres received compact discs or accessed mp3 files containing four
passages. The total time allocated to this paper was 2 hours 30 minutes, with candidates having
access to the recording for the first 45 minutes only. All questions were compulsory, and the
vast majority of candidates attempted all questions. There were many excellent performances.
This paper was marked to exactly the same principles as 6RU02 in previous sessions.
The passages came from a variety of sources, and encompassed topics from within the General
Topic Areas. The first four passages were spoken, the latter four were written. Question 1 was
a multiple choice exercise worth four marks, concerning a culinary master class. In response
to Passage 2, about an Olympic champion, candidates selected four correct statements from
eight. Question 3 was based on a news item concerning the visit of a Russian pop group to
Moldova; this was a cloze exercise worth four marks, in which candidates selected from a
pool of eight items. Question 4, where eight marks were available, required responses in
Russian. This passage was a dialogue between an interviewer and a young Russian dancer.
From Passage 5, on exam preparation techniques, each of five statements had to be correctly
attributed to one of four people, for a total of five marks. Passage 6 was about young people
smoking. It required the transfer of meaning into English. Five questions, worth one mark
each, were answered in English for a total of five marks. Passage 7 was an article about
summer jobs for young people. The questions were in Russian, and required short responses
in Russian. Ten marks in total were available for this question. Passage 8 provided the stimulus
for a written response of 150-165 words on travel, and how young people spend their spare
time. Fifteen marks were available for Content and fifteen for Language, making Question 8
worth thirty marks. Seventy marks in total were available for 6RU02.
In Q1, one mark was available for each of four multiple choice parts.
In Q2, four crosses were required to denote the four correct statements. One mark was
withheld for each cross offered in excess of four.
In Q3, if the response selected was not completely transcribed correctly, but could clearly
not be confused with another word, it still earned the mark.
In Q5, one mark was scored for each statement correctly attributed to a young person.
Examiners assessed responses in Q4, Q6, and Q7 in the order that elements were presented
by the candidates, and considered no more elements than the number of marks available.
In this examination, no part was worth more than two marks. Thus, for instance, in a two
mark question, only the first two elements scored. Repeating or re-working the question, or
preambles to an acceptable response, did not count as elements in the response.

Q8
Point 1 required a response which refers to the candidate’s opinion on why many people
have little leisure time.
Point 2 required a description of how the candidate spends his or her spare time, and why.
A generalised response about young people and leisure only partially addressed this issue.
Point 3 needed to give arguments both for and against travelling abroad.
Point 4 required an account of both where the candidate had travelled recently, and
whether or not she or he liked it.
For Q8, the following guidance was used for the Content mark:
• C13-15 requires a direct response to all four bullet points
• C10-12 requires at least a partial or oblique response to all four bullet points
• C7-9 is where three bullet points are addressed, directly or partially. C-9 is the maximum
where one bullet point is omitted, but less might be awarded
• C-6 is the maximum where two bullet points have been omitted, but again, less might be
awarded
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Question 3
The vast majority of candidates scored full marks on this question. Very few candidates
misspelled words, but erroneous versions were accepted, so long as they were not
ambiguous. Occasionally, candidates offered synonyms, instead of using words from the
box. These were not accepted. Where wrong answers were given, they usually fitted
grammatically into the sentence, which shows that candidates were not writing answers at
random, but had simply misunderstood the spoken text. For example, several candidates
wrote ‘билетов’ for (ii) and ‘молдованами’ for (iv).

Question 4
This question was handled very well by candidates. The most common response to Part (а)
was семья хотела. Some candidates had problems with pronouns, and wrote она семья
хотела. In Part (б) most candidates correctly identified the two people involved, but тётя
was spelled in a variety of ways, some of which appeared to resemble ‘tutor’. The dance
teacher was occasionally made feminine. Part (в), which attracted two marks, was well
done, but misuse of pronouns sometimes led to ambiguity; она помогает её бабушке for
она помогает своей бабушке. In part (г), the most common response was ездить, куда
она хочет. Part (д) caused few problems for candidates. Part (е) was also well done, with
the most popular answers being на старших курсах or через несколько лет.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved seven marks. In Part (а) the
spelling of семья was such as to cause ambiguity, so no
mark was awarded. However, in Part (б), the spelling of
тётя was considered to be comprehensible, since it was
only a single letter away from the correct spelling. Likewise,
in Parts (в) and (д) the poor spelling did not lead to any
possible ambiguity, and so the responses were accepted.

Examiner Tip

Ensure that your spelling is correct.
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Question 6
Part (d) of this question turned out to be the hardest of the five responses, largely because
many candidates found it hard to express their thoughts in clear and unambiguous English.
Words such as ‘fastening’ (intended to mean ‘speeding up’), ‘oldening’ and ‘eldering’
appeared quite commonly. The other parts of this question were almost always answered
correctly, although occasionally в раннем возрасте caused difficulty in Part (a), and some
candidates did not make the required comparison in Part (c).

Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved a mark of three. The response
to Part (a) did not adequately transfer the meaning of
в раннем возрасте. In (c), the use of ‘they’ was not
considered to be ambiguous, since girls were mentioned
first in the question. The use of ‘later’ correctly implied
comparison with boys. In (d), the answer was not specific
enough to gain a mark. In (e), the use of the word ‘children’
was not penalised, as it was an error repeated from Part (a).
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Examiner Tip

Check that your English in
Question 6 is clear and
unambiguous.

Question 7
Most candidates scored well on this question. Very occasionally, candidates tried so hard
to avoid ‘lifting’ elements from the text that they got into a muddle and did not convey a
clear answer. It is acceptable to use words from the text, so long as there is evidence of
manipulation; simple copying of passages from the text cannot, of course, be credited. As in
Q4, those questions attracting two marks needed to be answered with slightly more detail.
Examiners accepted a whole range of answers, so long as the essential meaning matched
the mark scheme. For example, in Part (в), many candidates expressed the view that
the young people had been lied to; this was accepted as a correct answer. In Part (г),
expressions conveying laziness when confronted with work, and lack of stimulus to work,
were accepted as well as the notion of lacking desire to work. In this part it was essential to
define the key words given, so use of низкая, мотивация and труд was not credited unless
synonyms or paraphrases were also offered. In Part (д), many candidates omitted the
key fact that it was harder for Russians to obtain work; ‘young people’ was an inadequate
response. Some candidates omitted one part of the comparison. Part (е) proved to be the
most taxing response, with relatively few being aware of the word полезно in the question,
and so omitting the word опыт in their answer. ‘Where most workers are needed’ was a
common incorrect response. Part (ж) was successfully answered by most candidates.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded a total of nine marks. In Parts
(а) and (б), although the words used by the candidate
were not exactly those mentioned in the Mark Scheme, the
sense was clear and the answers displayed comprehension
of the text. In Part (г), the candidate wrote the correct
answer on the first line, and then continued; the
superfluous part of the response was treated as a harmless
addition, since it did not contradict the first idea. In Part
(е), the notion of experience was omitted, so no mark was
awarded. All the other answers successfully responded
to the questions, with the candidate manipulating the
language of the text or using his or her own words.

Examiner Tip

Full sentences are not required for Q7, and you don’t
need to repeat parts of the question; the important
thing is to convey the key elements of your answer.
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Question 8
Most candidates produced a coherent and relevant response to this question, and kept to
the word limit of 150-165 words. Many pieces of work were thoughtful, interesting and a
pleasure to read. The main issue was with those few candidates who chose to ignore the
word limit. Those who wrote fewer than 150 words penalised themselves, since they did not
develop each bullet point, and there was little evidence of a range of language. Those who
went above fell foul of the rule that requires examiners to cease to read after the end of the
sense group in which the 165th word falls. This often resulted in a much reduced mark for
content, as in effect, they were being assessed on only three, two or even just one bullet
point. The problem was exacerbated for those who elected to write a long and not always
relevant introduction to their work.
The most successful candidates wrote four paragraphs of roughly equal length, in which
each point had the chance to be developed. The response took the form of an article, but
there was no obligation to write a title. Most candidates wrote a plausible response for Point
1, blaming work and school for people’s lack of spare time. A good number of candidates
excoriated their contemporaries, accusing them of wasting time on social networking sites
and generally misusing the time available to them. Point 2 was generally well answered,
although a few omitted to give reasons for their choice of activity. Some candidates wrote
about their leisure time in general, while others restricted themselves to a discussion about
holidays. This meant that they occasionally merged the themes of Points 2 and 3. This was
only an issue where they failed to develop their points adequately. For Point 3, many gave
points either for or against travel abroad, and did not respond fully to the bullet point, which
asked for arguments both for and against. Many praised remaining in one’s home country
for holidays; this was accepted as an argument against holidaying abroad. The final point
was often the most successful, with candidates describing a recent visit they had made,
with opinions. In some cases, however, this paragraph was reduced to just a few words, as
candidates realised they had reached the word limit.
The range of performance for language was wide. Most candidates used appropriate and
varied vocabulary, while many displayed impressive knowledge of a wide range of more
complex structures, including gerunds and participles. Few pieces of work were faultless;
for many, errors occurred in noun, adjective and pronoun declensions, verb conjugations,
and the spelling of more complicated vocabulary. Letter formation was an issue for some;
examiners particularly noticed problems with л, м, т, ш and ю. Examiners had to balance
three key components of the language mark: communication, breadth of language (lexis
and structures) and accuracy. Errors were considered to be more significant if they affected
the conveyance of meaning.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate achieved marks of 11 for Content and 8 for
Language. All four points had been addressed, but only the
second and the last were fully developed. The work contained
just two distinct paragraphs. Point 3 addressed only the
positive aspects of foreign travel, ignoring the negatives.
Nevertheless, the candidate had understood the task and
developed it with some success. The work fell into the 150165 word range. The language used was generally satisfactory.
The structures and vocabulary were mostly basic, but there
was an attempt to use more complex language. There were a
number of errors, some of which affected communication.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you develop all aspects
of the four bullet points fully.
Divide your work into four clear
paragraphs.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate was awarded 15 for Content and 15 for Language.
It was assumed that the material on the first page comprised rough
notes. All four points had been fully addressed and developed
very successfully. The candidate wrote about 162 words. The work
was convincing, fluent and totally relevant. The candidate used an
excellent variety of appropriate vocabulary and structures. Many
sentences were long and complex. Communication was excellent,
and there were few, if any, spelling errors.

Examiner Tip

Cross out any rough work
before you hand your paper in.
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Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

This candidate was awarded 8 marks for Content, and 15 marks for
Language. Only the first two bullet points were addressed fully within
the word limit. They were dealt with at such length that the candidate
finally far exceeded 165 words; in fact, about 270 words were written
in all. This meant that part of Point 4, and all of Point 3, were not
assessed. The candidate had understood most of the task, and
some points had been developed satisfactorily. As for language, the
communication was excellent overall; vocabulary and structures were
also excellent, and included some complex language which had been
successfully deployed. There were few errors of any significance.

Ensure that you write no fewer
than 150 words, and no more
than 165 words.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
• Where answers require the placing of crosses in boxes, make sure you write only the
correct number of crosses
• In Q3, use only the words offered in the box
• In Q4, Q6 and Q7, be aware that full sentences are not required, and that examiners are
interested in only the first two elements of a two-mark question
• In Q6, check your English spelling carefully, since errors can often lead to ambiguity
• In Q8, answer all the bullet points evenly, using about 40 words for each
• Answer all parts of the bullet points
• Avoid including a lengthy introduction which does not relate to the bullet points
• Write between 150 and 165 words
• Use a decent pen, and ensure that your handwriting is as neat as possible
• Cross out any work that you do not wish to be marked, e.g. planning notes
• Do not doodle on the exam paper
• Take time to check your work
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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