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Introduction
Examiners once again enjoyed reading the responses from candidates in the sixth year
of this advanced level GCE unit. In those centres where candidates have been taught
Russian, there has as usual been some comprehensive preparation of candidates for the
examination and examiners have been pleased to note the careful heed being taken to the
notes and suggestions in the examiners' reports from previous years. There are a range of
centres where candidates' command of the lexis and grammar required at this level is truly
impressive. As in previous years, the best Research-Based Essays were outstanding in their
marshalling of factual information and their analytical approach. The discursive essays which
scored the highest marks were persuasive yet balanced, and the creative essays which
pleased the examiners most, were lively yet focused.
This unit requires candidates to answer three questions in two and a half hours. The
translation (section A) is worth 10 of the 100 marks available and the proportionate amount
of time to spend on it would be 25-30 minutes. Section B and Section C are each worth
45 marks, so an hour on each of these would represent an appropriate division of time.
Candidates have clearly been well trained on time management in this examination.
The number of answers to question B and C which were overlong continues to reduce. The
majority of overlong answers appear to be from native or near-native speaker candidates
who have not been taught or offered advice on the examination by their centres. Examiners
would like, once again, to remind centres that the upper word limit for these sections is 200
words. Examiners stop reading at the end of the sentence in which the 200th word lies. This
may impact candidates who have not had appropriate guidance and have therefore written
overlong essays.
In both Section B and Section C, overlong answers lost marks for Organisation and
Development, and it was also often true that they failed to answer the question fully, as
key information was contained in the section which lay beyond the word limit. Centres and
candidates, especially non-learners in centres where Russian is not taught, should note that
there is more space provided than is usually necessary for 200 words and that the space is
not an indicator of how much candidates should write. There were very few short answers,
as always, but where an answer was short, it often contained very little information or
argument and therefore scored very low marks.
The approach to individual questions is considered in the reports on each of the options
which follow. An example from a candidate's response is given for each question. Please
note that, in some cases, only part answers are given as exemplification. A general
summary of areas for improvement for Sections B and C is also given as this may prove
useful for centres.
Once again, the examining team would like to pay tribute to those teachers of Russian in
schools who present such excellent candidates. It is obvious that they work tirelessly to
keep Russian on the curricula within their schools and to present candidates each year with
such a good command of Russian grammar and understanding of Russian society, history
and culture. Russian at GCE Advanced Level remains alive and well.
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Question 1
Section A of this paper required candidates to translate a short passage of English into
Russian. The passage is split into 30 assessable elements and one 'point' is gained for each
correct element at the marking stage. A mark out of 10 is awarded based on the number
of correct elements (see the mark scheme). For an element to be considered correct it
must have all the details contained in the English original (i.e. no word omitted) and all
the grammatical endings (case endings, agreements and verb endings) had to be correct.
One spelling or transliteration error was allowed per element, provided that it was not
grammatical and did not affect the sound significantly when read aloud.
Overall, the majority of candidates performed well on this task, and slightly better than in
previous years. Very many learner candidates were able to gain 7 or 8 marks, with more
scoring 9 than has been the case in recent series. Very few learner candidates were able
to score 10 marks, although the number of candidates scoring 10 marks has increased,
suggesting that non-learners found this task easier than previously. It remains the case
that many native speakers lost marks due to omission of elements, for example by failing
to translate 'of them' in '95% of them'. As is the case every year, those with very little
ability to manipulate the grammar of the language scored very low marks, perhaps 1 or 2,
despite knowing much of the required vocabulary. They often gained points for elements
such as 'сказали, что', 'делать больше', 'мы живём', 'они хотят' and 'и они думают', these
elements having been designed to allow candidates to gain marks at the lower end of the
scale. Those who have not mastered some of the more complex elements of the grammar
required at this level will not perform well.
Candidates faced the most difficulties with the following elements:
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•

'do [...] care' was translated in a range of ways, with 'заботиться', 'беспокоиться' and
'думать' all accepted. 'беспокоиться' was often conjugated incorrectly, even by native
speakers, with many candidates losing the point for writing 'они беспокоются'. Any
grammatically correct word order was accepted for this first element, with the inclusion
of 'ли' not compulsory.

•

Very many candidates omitted the 'б' required in 'об окружающей среде', thus losing
the point for the element as this error affects sound when reading aloud.

•

'or are they only interested' was often translated correctly, but the following element
which required the candidate to use the instrumental (if that has used 'или они только
интересуются') or 'в' with prepositional (if they had used 'заинтересованы') often
caused difficulties.

•

Many candidates did not spot that they needed to apply a soft adjective ending to
'последний' in 'последними мобильными телефонами'.

•

Similarly, the soft ending on 'в недавнем опросе' was also often missed, and candidates
lost marks because they did not know the word for 'survey', instead opting for 'research'
or 'statistics'; these were not accepted.

•

Native speakers and learner candidates often incorrectly wrote '95% их' for '95% of
them'.

•

'about global warming' was usually handled well, although if learner candidates did make
mistakes, they were often in the correct declension of the noun in '-ие' ('потепление') in
the prepositional case.

•

'they walk' was handled reasonably well, although some candidates would certainly
benefit from revision of verbs of motion.

•

'by public transport' led to a wide range of translations, with many learners not knowing
the correct word for 'public' in this context.
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•

'instead of a bath' was translated correctly by surprisingly few candidates, with many
attempting 'вместо ванной' (which was not accepted) or various transliterations of the
English, such as 'барф' or 'бат'.

•

The construction requiring the use of 'чтобы' in the last sentence was spotted by the
highest performing learner candidates and handled well. Where candidates did not spot
that 'чтобы' was required they often translated 'they want their parents to help' as 'они
хотят их родителей помогать', which scored one of the four available points.
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This candidate demonstrates a very good knowledge of the required vocabulary for the task,
but shows a number of the errors outlined above, as well as some others.
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Examiner Comments

This answer scores 6 out of 10. A number of minor
errors mount up, and there are some vocabulary
issues. This candidate would benefit from thorough
checking of his / her work.

Examiner Tip

It can be a good idea to go through the translation
and annotate it with the case endings or particularly
difficult structures you are going to use. This can
help you make the right decisions.
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This is an example of a candidate who has an excellent ability to manipulate the grammar of
the language. A few slips mean that the score overall is reduced, although there are virtually
no vocabulary issues.

Examiner Comments

This translation scores 8 out of 10. Points are lost for 'the latest
mobile phones', 'in a recent survey', '95% of them', 'travel',
'take a shower', 'instead of a bath' and 'recycle rubbish'. The
candidate loses track of the 3rd person plural ending required
for the verbs at the end, which affects two points.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should examine the required grammar
appendix in the specification and ensure they know the
most difficult structures. It is likely that the translation
will test a range of the grammar in this appendix.

8

GCE Russian 6RU04 01

This is an example of an excellent translation. The candidate has a full grasp of the linguistic
requirements at this level, although there is a small number of spelling / ending errors.
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Examiner Comments

This translation scores 10 out of 10. The only
point lost is for 'согласно недавному опросу'.

10
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This candidate knows a lot of the vocabulary required for this task, but has little ability to
manipulate the grammar required.

Examiner Comments

This translation scores 3 out of 10. Only the items which
require a knowledge of vocabulary alone have gained
credit. Such translations are rare, but a lack of attention to
grammatical awareness is an issue for some candidates.

Examiner Tip

Candidates must ensure that they learn their grammatical
endings thoroughly and have plenty of practice in
applying these in exam-type settings. A knowledge of
vocabulary is not enough to score more than 3 out of 10.
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Question 2 (a)
General Comments on Section B: Creative or Discursive Essay
In the creative essays in Section B, the best essays (scoring 13-15 for Understanding and
Response) were succinct and succeeded in telling the whole story in the space available,
or built sufficient suspense to leave the reader wondering about the characters or what
might happen next. Good answers to question 2c, the newspaper article, were written in
an appropriate journalistic style. Almost exclusively, the creative essays were attempted by
non-learner candidates who had not received guidance on what might constitute successful
creative writing; candidates must pay careful attention to the planning of their work.
Poorly planned pieces often contained lengthy scene setting or description of character
but little action. Writing a successful piece of creative writing in 200 words is a challenging
task and not something which should be embarked upon without first planning content or
structure. There were very few completely irrelevant essays, although some were considered
to be 'pedestrian' or failed to grab the examiners' attention. They usually scored no more
than 7-9 for Understanding & Response ('satisfactory [...] response to stimulus').
The vast majority of candidates who have been taught Russian in schools wrote excellent
discursive essays. There is a great deal of good practice in centres as shown in the
candidates' work. Many candidates wrote extensive plans on their examination papers
and such good practice is to be encouraged as carefully planned essays were, in virtually
all cases, more successful. Careful planning by candidates results in balanced discursive
essays where the ideas are well thought through and it seems difficult to conceive why a
candidate would choose to launch into such a piece of writing without a plan. In order to
score 10-12 or 13-15 for Understanding & Response, essays must be balanced and consider
both sides of the argument. As every year, centres are strongly advised to take careful
note of this requirement. Non-learner candidates taking GCE Russian, in centres where
Russian is not taught, are significantly disadvantaged if they are not made aware of this
requirement, and so write unbalanced essays. One-sided essays can score a maximum of
9 for Understanding & Response and some overlong essays were considered one sided as
the entirety of the second half lay beyond the 200th word. Such essays scored a maximum
of 9 for Understanding & Response and also for Organisation and Development, even if
they were linguistically impressive. Balanced and well-structured discursive essays should
have a conclusion in which the candidate comes down on one side or the other, but until
this point, the best candidates remained neutral themselves and discussed ideas in abstract
terms, avoiding the use of the first person. In order to score 9-10 for Range & Application of
Language, learner candidates are encouraged to use wide or more complex constructions,
such as passives, gerunds, relative clauses, compound conjunctions and conditionals. A
range of varied essay phrases is also useful as this enables weaker candidates to score
higher marks. They should be aware, though, that a string of such phrases is not able to
make up for a lack of content or ideas; careful planning and consideration of the depth
of ideas which the candidate has before beginning will result in a better essay across
the board. Candidates should also be encouraged to ensure that they have sufficient
topic vocabulary when they select a discursive essay to answer. It is perfectly possible
for candidates to achieve 5 for Accuracy for their discursive essay; indeed many learner
candidates did so. Accuracy does not have to be perfect to achieve this, but the essay
must show an impressive command of noun and verb grammar and give the impression of
accuracy throughout.
This question was the least popular of the creative options. Candidates were required to
present a creative piece based on a photograph of a queue, with the question 'Why are
these people in a queue?' The best answers explored a particular event which the people
were queuing for and considered their emotions, or were written in the first person, from
the point of view of someone in the queue. Other good answers took a narrative approach
or journalistic approach. Lengthy scene setting often meant that very little happened and so
the candidate scored badly for Understanding and Response. The least successful answers
presented a list of reasons why people queue; these were not considered to be creative.

12
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This candidate suggests that the queue we can see is of people who have come to the UK
from all over the world looking for work. It suggests reasons why they have come, and
urges us to consider the plight of refugees or asylum seekers. It is an unusual approach, but
is engaging and though provoking, and a creative response.

GCE Russian 6RU04 01

13

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent answer. It scores full marks in
all the mark bands apart from Organisation and
Development, where the score is 14. The candidate
engages the reader and we are made to think. There
is a sense of a complete piece. The vocabulary is
sophisticated and the language is well manipulated.

14
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Question 2 (b)
There were a number of very good answers to this question, which was the most popular
of the creative essays. This was the first year in which the first few lines of the creative
piece have been given in the form of a dialogue, and the question specifically asked for the
candidate to continue the dialogue. Many candidates did this extremely well, although there
were more overlong essays for this question than for the other creative options. The most
popular approach was for the person to have been on their way home from school where
something or other happened to delay them until 1am, perhaps encountering a famous
person or meeting an old friend and being invited to a party.
This candidate presents a dialogue where he tells the story of a meeting with a lost German
tourist whom he helps make his way back to his hotel and then to the airport to catch a
flight home. The mother, listening to the story, becomes increasingly sceptical about its
authenticity. The piece has a swift pace, and uses the 200-word limit well. It leaves the
reader amused.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent piece of writing. Careful use of
language, a well-constructed and authentic dialogue, and
good accuracy combine to make a piece which scores full
marks across all categories. Even though the true story is
not that exciting, we are swept along, and left smiling.

Examiner Tip

When writing a story in 200 words, you need to think about plot
carefully. You do not have space to describe the scene or the
characters more than might be gained incidentally from the plot. It
is best to jump straight in. Suspense and surprise are good tools for
this task, and as we see here, a sense of humour also works well.
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Question 2 (c)
This question required candidates to write a newspaper article in response to a headline
given on the exam paper, in this case the story of a 90-year old woman who is still working.
The requirement to write a newspaper article was realised successfully in the majority of
cases, with some very convincing pieces which precisely reflected an appropriate journalistic
register. Very often examiners were treated to uplifting tales of a woman who has served the
community in one way or another for very many years, with 90-year old teachers, nurses
and charity workers being common. Articles often described how the woman had lived
through the second world war, and it was quite common for her to have survived the Siege
of Leningrad. The very best answers indicated the reasons why she had continued to work
into her 90s, using quotes from an interview with her, and rounded off the article with a
comment on the nature of a society in which 90 year olds have to work.
This candidate succeeds in presenting a rather different and certainly original take on the
question of something (rather than someone!) which is 90 years old and still working.

18
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Examiner Comments

This answer scores full marks across all categories.
The piece is original, the language is in an
appropriate register and the reader is left amused
and rather surprised. It is an engaging article overall
and certainly challenges our assumptions about what
the headline might refer to!

Examiner Tip

Make your writing more like a newspaper article by
using rhetorical questions or devices, addressing the
reader, using quotes or speculating about outcomes.
Think about what you have read in a newspaper and
the kind of language that is used.

20

GCE Russian 6RU04 01

Question 2 (d)
This question, requiring candidates to reflect on whether to be an intelligent person you
need to have read classical literature, was one of the most popular of the discursive essay
choices. The word 'интеллигентный' was deliberate chosen over 'умный' to give the
connotation of 'cultured' as well as 'clever', and the best candidates were able to pick up
on this nuance. There were some excellent answers, and most candidates were able to
present a suitably balanced argument, although there were a number of weaker essays
where the candidate simply defended 'reading' without considering the other side at all, or
failed to focus on classical literature rather than literature in general. The strongest answers
began by presenting reasons why some might consider that reading the classics could lead
to greater intelligence, generally because it gives people an awareness of history, exposes
them to the beautiful language of the classical writers, and gives them an insight into the
human condition. They then went on to suggest that intelligence might also be developed
in other ways, such as through the learning of a language or through mathematics. Many
candidates pointed out that professors of physics have no need or literature, and that
modern literature might be equally as enriching as classical literature, but did still go on
to conclude that the majority of those we consider 'intelligent' do read, or have read, the
classics. A number made the point that not all those who read are intelligent, but that all
those who are intelligent read. The very best answers had clear and convincing arguments
for both sides, arguing that exposure to literature undoubtedly develops the human mind,
but that there might also be other ways to achieve the same aim. The number agreeing with
the statement was roughly equal to those disagreeing.
This candidate has produced a good essay which considers both sides of the argument. The
first half points out that some consider that all intelligent people know about culture and
the classical literature is an important part of that. It is also suggested that the classics
help people to speak well. The second half spells out that perhaps literature does not make
people intelligent, but rather that this happens through working hard in school, or that they
are simply born that way. The candidate concludes that the most intelligent people study
physics rather than literature, and that there are a range of different types of intelligence.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate uses a range of essay phrases and complex structures,
and so the mark for Range and Application of Language is 9. Accuracy
is also very good, with a mark of 5. The ideas presented are a little
simplistic in places, and not always fully explained. Some of the ideas
in the conclusion are not mentioned or explained fully earlier in the
essay. Despite this, this is a successful piece, and scores 13 for both
Understanding and Response and Organisation and Development.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you plan your discursive essay thoroughly. A
carefully planned argument, which brings in the main issues
but does so in a sophisticated and not simplistic way, will
lead to a better outcome.
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Question 2 (e)
This question required candidates to reflect on whether people of different religions are
able to live peacefully together. It was a popular choice and enabled candidates to examine
a very current and quite challenging issue. There were some excellent answers which
explored, on the one hand, the idea that people of different religions have been in conflict
with each other for centuries, often citing current extremist terrorism as the evidence that
this problem will never go away. On the other hand, it was argued, people of different
religions live peacefully together in many cities in the UK, and candidates with personal
experiences of multicultural schools were able to support their argument with examples. The
very best essays succeeded in making the point that most, if not all, religions teach respect
and tolerance, and that this would support the idea that peace is possible. Weaker answers
tended to make sweeping generalisations, or lack the language to present sophisticated
ideas accurately enough.
This candidate has produced an excellent, well-structured answer. There is a useful plan,
reproduced here to help demonstrate the thought processes which have led to a successful
answer. The candidate explains that some people have very strong beliefs and think that
they need to fight to defend their religion, and points out that there is much Islamophobia
in the world. On the other hand, we are told, we now understand other cultures much
better than we did before and religion can be a force for peace. The candidate concludes
that we ought to work together to counteract racism, and that this would help people to live
together peacefully.

24

GCE Russian 6RU04 01

GCE Russian 6RU04 01

25

26

GCE Russian 6RU04 01

Examiner Comments

This essay shows the value of careful planning. The best
discursive essay answers virtually always show some evidence
of such planning. The essay scores 13 for Understanding and
Response, 14 for Organisation and Development, 8 for Range
and Application of Language and 4 for Accuracy.

Examiner Tip

You must carefully count the words in your essay and ensure
that it is not too long. The 200th word must lie in the final
sentence to avoid the mark for Organisation and Development
in otherwise excellent essays being capped at 9.
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Question 2 (f)
This question was one of the most popular discursive essay options. Candidates were
required to consider whether buying fashionable clothes could be considered a waste of
money. There were very many learner candidates who wrote convincing answers, perhaps
because they had personal experience to draw on, although weaker essays tended to
declare that they disagreed with the statement in the first sentence and tended to be very
one sided. Convincing essays often pointed out that fashions change very quickly and
therefore it is certainly a waste of money to keep up with fashion, also noting that nondesigner clothes are often much cheaper and could look fashionable. On the other hand, it
was often argued, fashionable clothes are usually well made and last a long time, and that
some people gain a lot of satisfaction from following fashion in the same way that others do
from going to the cinema or eating out. Many simply stated that if someone has money to
spend on the latest fashions, then he or she should be able to do so freely. Weaker answers
were often too personal or lacked insight into the wider fashion industry or the ramifications
of issues such as debt and addiction to shopping.
This candidate offers a helpful introduction to the essay and goes on to suggest that some
people think fashion is important and enjoy buying new clothes. For these people, 'looking
good' is important and fashion is a hobby for them; it is better to spend money on clothes
rather than on cigarettes or drugs. On the other hand, we are told, money does not lead
to happiness, and that there are more important things than clothes such as family and
education. The conclusion suggests that spending a lot of money on fashionable clothes
would be a waste, but that it does depend on the individual.
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Examiner Comments

This essay is successful in many respects, although some of the points made are
rather vague and it does not always hang coherently together. The arguments
suggested are sound in most cases, although the candidate would benefit from
more careful planning of how the points suggested can reflect and respond to each
other. The language is appropriate for the task, although a wider range of more
difficult grammar and complex structures would have enabled the candidate to score
higher than 7 for Range and Application of Language. The mark for Organisation and
Development is 14, for Understanding and Response, 13 and for Accuracy, 4.

Examiner Tip

Develop a range of essay phrases to use to help structure
your arguments. Examples might be, 'надо задать вопрос','с
одной стороны надо понимать', 'однако нельзя забыть',
'из вышесказанного можно сделать вывод, то', 'ясно, что',
'прибавляя к этому', etc.
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Question 2 (g)
This was the least popular of the discursive essay options and required candidates to
consider whether the state should do more to help tourists from other countries. Many
weaker candidates tended to offer a discussion of the merits or otherwise of tourism per se,
rather than of state support for tourists. Successful essays focused more often than not on
the financial returns which could be gained from investment in tourist infrastructure, on the
positive image on the international stage which a good tourist experience creates, and on
how in times of financial crisis, it might not be appropriate to make these investments but
rather spend money on supporting education or welfare for local people. Candidates with
a more sophisticated understanding of the issues often suggested that it is not the role of
the state to support tourists, but rather that of private enterprise, but also that there are
some things which only the state can achieve, such as easier access to tourist visas. Many
candidates offered a list of things which the government could do to help tourists (such as
signs in foreign languages or free travel on transport networks), but did not consider the
wider implications or benefits of these effectively.
This candidate presents an excellent essay. It is suggested that the government should
do more to help tourists because they bring money with them which in turn leads to
advantages for local people. On the other hand, we are told, tourism can have a negative
effect on the environment. The candidate concludes that the negative impact which tourism
has is not outweighed by the positive, and that the government should not therefore
encourage more tourism by investing in it.
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Examiner Comments

This is an outstanding essay. Rather than focus on specific
things which the government could do to support tourists,
the candidate has examined the wider picture and picked
up on a particularly modern problem - the fact that
investment in transport infrastructure brings economic
benefits but also environmental problems. The linguistic
level and register are extremely good and the candidate
succeeds in scoring full marks in all categories except
Understanding and Response, where a mark of 14 reflects
the slightly unbalanced nature of the points made.

Examiner Tip

Essays should be balanced. The best essays have
introductions which do not state the side of the argument
which you will come down on. Keep the introduction general;
state the question and suggest that there are different
opinions about it. Introductions should not be long; you
should keep the space for examples when discussing the
main points of the essay. You should also make sure that your
essay is not a 'personal response' - try to avoid using first
person constructions until the conclusion where you state the
side of the argument you are supporting.
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Question 3 (a)
General Comments on Section C: Research-Based Essay
The Section C Research-Based Essay was, as last year, very well handled by a high
proportion of candidates from those centres where Russian is taught in the curriculum.
In nearly all cases, the essays from learner candidates were a pleasure to read and the
examiners would once again like to express their gratitude to teachers for their excellent
preparation of candidates for this section. Many candidates' essays demonstrated their
considerable, in-depth research and showed an impressive command of language and
structure. Candidates are reminded of the importance of addressing the question on the
paper; essays which did not actually answer the analytical part of the question scored
a maximum of 13-18 for Reading, Research & Understanding. In order to score 19-24
or 25-30, essays need to offer opinion and analysis as well as factual content. This will
usually involve stating a fact and then telling the reader what this fact shows us or why it
is important or relevant. Conversely, the stating of opinion without sufficient evidence will
also often lead to lower marks; the requirement for this unit is that candidates do detailed,
sustained research in advance and come to the examination armed with facts which they
then use to back up their analysis. Sadly, as in previous years, poor preparation for the
examination led to a number of candidates writing almost entirely irrelevant essays or
essays which simply retold the plot of a book or film, thus scoring very low marks. There
was an increase this year in the number of candidates who wrote answers to 3(a), 3(b) or
3(d) which, while often interesting, scored zero as they did not meet the clear requirement
on page 40 of the specification and on the exam paper itself for the research to relate to
the 'culture and / or society of a Russian-language country, countries or community.' It was
therefore surprising to read essays on 'Of Mice and Men' and the economy of Lanzarote.
Examiners accepted any country which formed part of the former Soviet Union or the
former Russian empire as being 'Russian speaking' for the purposes of this section, and,
as usual, there was a range of interesting essays on the former Soviet republics for 3(a).
Candidates are reminded of the importance of writing a structured essay in this section.
Those candidates who had written detailed plans virtually always performed better, and
the examiners again expressed surprise at the relative lack of such plans. There were
many essays which gave lots of factual information but which were really, in essence, a
regurgitation of all that is known on the topic or the plot of the book or film they had read;
candidates must use their factual knowledge to answer the question and support their
assertions if they are to reach the higher mark bands for Organisation & Development.
Essays should have an introductory paragraph and a conclusion which refers back to the
question set on the paper. Examiners were surprised at the increasing number of essays
which show no evidence of paragraphing and attention to the order of the points being
made. Centres are reminded that quotations do not count within the word limit and also
that proper names need not be included. Very few essays contain a bibliography or sources
of factual information. Whilst this is not a requirement for the higher mark bands, some
'facts' used by candidates did seem unlikely and proper referencing of sources would help
candidates to prove that they have done extensive research.
This question required candidates to demonstrate their research about and understanding of
a Russian-speaking geographical region or city, and specifically recent economic changes in
and whether these are important for the region. Many, but far from most, candidates were
able to offer some factual detail about the economic issues facing their chosen region, but
very few were able to give sufficient detail to warrant scoring in the highest mark band for
this question. Often, candidates described the impact of recent Western sanctions on the
area they had chosen, and this showed some understanding. The analysis of the importance
of the economic changes was often tacked on the end and not integrated throughout.
The most successful essays mentioned specific events (such as the Sochi Olympics), local
industries or recent building work and the positive effect of these had on the area. Centres
and candidates are reminded that, although the questions are expressed in two parts, the
best essays will integrate these two parts together. Once again, the most common regions
/ cities studied were Moscow, St Petersburg, Sochi, Kiev, Minsk and other capital cities of
countries of the former Soviet Union, with Almaty and Astana topping this list. Perhaps
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predictably, Donetsk and Donbass now feature more frequently than in the past.
This candidate describes the economy of Ukraine, and explains why recent changes have
been important and the effects that they have had. A wide range of statistical data is given
to support the points made.
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Examiner Comments

This is a rare example of a 3(a) answer which scores in the higher
mark bands. The candidate has clearly completed appropriate
research and this is demonstrated by the factual content. The
essay scores 6 for Quality of Language, 8 for Organisation and
Development and 26 for Reading, Research and Understanding.

Examiner Tip

Teachers and candidates should make sure that they have prepared the
full range of aspects of the specification requirements for the ResearchBased Essay. Candidates offering a geographical region should be able
to write comfortably on key people, events and issues (demographic,
environmental, economic, social and political), and the customs, traditions
and beliefs of people from that area. They should be able to explain, in
every case, why they think something is important or interesting, offering
their own opinion or analysis of the facts they present.
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Question 3 (b)
This question seems to have become more popular than last year. Candidates were required
to discuss a person from the period of history which they have studied and explain why
they consider the person to be significant for people in the modern world. The most
common choices of historical figures were Stalin, Lenin, Peter the Great, Catherine the
Great, Nicholas I, Zhukov and Pushkin. A number of candidates wrote about more recent
figures such as Gorbachev and Yeltsin. Many candidates were able to provide a substantial
about of biographical information on their chosen figure, but were not able to explain their
significance for the modern world in enough detail. Sometimes, this aspect of the essay
was only referred to in the conclusion. Such essays did not score in the higher mark bands.
There were a large number of essays by non-learner candidates on Stalin and these very
often cast him in a positive light, regularly citing his importance in shaping Putin's politics.
The weakest candidates failed to integrate their use of historical facts with analysis and thus
were not able to access the highest mark bands.
This candidate has chosen Stalin and describes his influence and impact on the modern
world. Several areas of influence are explored, and assertions are supported with evidence.
The candidate has clearly researched the chosen period of history thoroughly.
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Examiner Comments

This is an outstanding Research-Based Essay. It
scores 9 for Organisation and Development, 6 for
Quality of Language and 28 for Reading, Research
and Understanding. The candidate has a welldeveloped knowledge of the topic, makes appropriate
assertions and incorporates analysis throughout.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you give your own opinion and analyse facts throughout. If you
are unsure about how to do this effectively, use a 'point, evidence, explain'
approach: state your point (e.g. 'The October Revolution deprived many
people of their personal freedom'), state some factual evidence (e.g. 'A
significant number of people were imprisoned by the Bolsheviks for their
political or religious beliefs') and then explain why you think it could be
interesting (e.g. 'I think this is interesting because it could have led to fear
of the regime and this perhaps reinforced its power, something which is
relevant in many regimes in the world today').
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Question 3 (c)
This question required candidates to describe a significant cultural development in modern
Russian-speaking society, and explain why this development could be considered interesting.
The term 'culture' was interpreted widely. Many candidates focused on areas such as
smartphones and the internet, immigration, alcoholism, the smoking ban, Russian education
and Russian language. Homophobia in Russia was perhaps the most common choice of
topic, and some candidates wrote very interesting essays on topics such as street fashion
or the increase in the popularity of extreme sports. There were few excellent answers, with
many candidates providing little factual content and resorting to sweeping generalisations.
The best answers engaged the reader by providing some new or original insight and were
able to provide factual content to back up the assertions made.
This candidate has chosen to examine racism in sport and the 2018 World Cup for his
Research-Based essay. The candidate uses quotes and examples to back up the points made
(this is entirely acceptable; 'factual content' does not have to be statistics) and the analysis
is clear.
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Examiner Comments

This is a good essay. The candidate takes an appropriate approach.
It scores at the top of the second mark band for Reading, Research
and Understanding and could be improved by more careful planning
of the logical sequence of ideas. The mark for Quality of Language is
5 and for Organisation and Development is 8.

Examiner Tip

Plan your Research-Based Essay carefully and ensure that you have facts
to back up each of your opinions. Make sure you analyse information and
explain what it tells you about the issue being discussed.
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Question 3 (d)
This question required candidates to choose a book, play or film which they have studied
and discuss the relationship between two characters from it, explaining why the relationship
can be considered significant. Candidates needed to present some factual information
about the characters and their interactions and an analysis of the relationship, perhaps by
considering its impact on our understanding of the themes presented, or its effect on the
reader. To access the higher mark bands, the analysis needed to be integrated into the
answer. As usual, lengthy retelling of the plot or descriptions of scenes did not score well.
Once again, this was by far the most popular discursive essay question, reflecting the fact
that the majority of centres teaching Russian are requiring candidates to study literature
or film. As usual, a wide range of literary works was featured, and the insight that these
works have given candidates into Russian culture and history was pleasing. The most
popular prose works studied by learner candidates in schools this year were Pushkin's
'Пиковая дама', Bulgakov's 'Собачье сердце' and Baranskaya's 'Неделя как неделя'.
There has been a slight resurgence in 'Первая любовь' with at least one centre offering
candidates who had studied Turgenev. Tolstaya's short stories have not returned, however.
The most popular plays remain Chekhov's 'Вишнёвый сад' and 'Дядя Ваня' and Gogol's
'Ревизор'. Once again, some native speakers attempted to explore a relationship in one
of the novels or Dostoevsky or Tolstoy, with 'Преступленте и наказание' featuring often.
These were occasionally successful, but candidates are reminded that in general novels of
this length do not lend themselves well to a 200-word essay. The most popular film choice
for schools remains 'Утомлённые сольнцем', with 'Живой' close behind and 'ВостокЗапад' also studied. Native speakers often chose 'Легенда № 17', with the Soviet classics
remaining popular also. Overall, examiners were pleased with candidates' ability to identify a
significant relationship and talk about the two characters involved. Good answers explained
the significance throughout whilst giving concrete examples form the text or film - either
through the use of targeted quotations or by explaining a scene or event.
The most successful essays identified the characters and their relationship in the first
paragraph and launched straight into an analysis, with evidence, or why the relationship
is significant. Those essays which made it into the top band for Reading, Research and
Understanding were a pleasure to read. These candidates showed that they knew the text
very well and their writing was analytical and to the point; no word was superfluous to
requirements.
This candidate has chosen to study Bulgakov's 'Собачье сердце'. The significance of the
relationship between Preobrazhensky and the dog Sharik, later Sharikov, is discussed. The
candidate uses quotations to back up the assertions being made.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very good essay. The candidate knows the
text well and is able to use quotations to back up the
points being made. There is clear awareness of social
and historical context, and this is used to support
the claim about the significance of the relationship
discussed. The essay scores 26 for Reading,
Research and Understanding, 5 for Quality of
Language and 6 for Organisation and Development.
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Examiner Tip

Prepare some short quotes from your
book or play - this will enable you to
illustrate your points more effectively.
Make sure you refer to the question
explicitly in your answer.

This candidate writes about the relationship between Kotov and Mitya in 'Утомлённые
сольнцем'. The essay focuses on how the relationship between the two men addresses the
various themes of the film. Analysis is spread throughout and evidence from the film is used
to support the ideas suggested.
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Examiner Comments

This essay is well conceived and well structured. It scores
8 for Organisation and Development, 4 for Quality of
Language and 24 for Reading, Research and Understanding.

Examiner Tip

For the literature or film option, detailed knowledge of
the text is what is meant by 'clear evidence of in depth
reading and research.' Candidates do not need to have
studied secondary literature to access the highest mark
bands, although this can always give further insight and
might represent an opportunity for stretch and challenge.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
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•

Divide your time carefully in the examination and do not spend too long on any one part.

•

Ensure that you prepare thoroughly for the translation task by studying the prescribed
grammar list in the specification.

•

Learn grammatical endings for verbs and nouns thoroughly, paying particular attention
to the use of cases after prepositions.

•

Seek to incorporate a range of more complex grammatical structures into your written
work, such as conditionals, subjunctives, compound conjunctions, gerunds and
participles.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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