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Introduction

In this series of 9RS0 4D, candidates achieved marks across the whole mark range and there
was a substantial number of questions attracting full marks. This was particularly good to see
because this was the first year where exams had resumed as usual following the
COVID-19 disruption.

Candidates who obtained marks in the higher levels demonstrated a very tight focus on the
question, a good use of specialist knowledge and excellent evaluative skills, where
appropriate.

This paper does not allow for choice and as a result, candidates must study the entire
syllabus in depth with a good knowledge of the anthology texts.
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Question 1

This question required candidates to “Explore key features of the ummah as an expression of
Islamic identity” for 8 marks and required AO1 material only.

Candidates generally performed well on this question, with many entering the highest level
and gaining full marks. Candidates who achieved full marks did so by:

having a very tight focus on the question
using very specific, accurate and relevant information
using excellent terminology and scholarship

Less-able candidates did not provide an adequate level of detail and depth to satisfy higher
levels of the mark scheme criteria. They also did not adequately address the aspect of Islamic
identity and instead wrote basic descriptive features of the ummah.

Higher-achieving candidates used varying Islamic practices, especially around the Five Pillars,
to demonstrate unique Islamic identity.
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The candidate should explain further how the primary sources of
Shariah listed are shared between the Ummah, and link to Islamic
identity.

Whilst law is mentioned, it would have been better if examples of law
relating to religious practice were also used to demonstrate common
Islamic identity shared between the Ummah.

The candidate would have achieved a higher mark had they
highlighted key features of Islamic identity such as five daily prayers,
fasting in Ramadhan, Hajj or even shared beliefs.

An explanation of the concept of Ummah would have been useful.

There is a repetition of sources of Shariah mentioned in the first and
second paragraph.

The answer is very descriptive and does not address the question
tightly.

There is no real mention of identity linked closely with Ummah.

Total: 4 marks
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This is a very thorough answer, which outlines the idea of Ummah with
accurate explanations and how it ties in with Islamic identity.

It is a good explanation of how the Ummah works to support each
member and embraces the teachings of Islam as a collective.

Good historical examples are given of how people entered into the
Ummah and continue to be part of it.

This answer receives full marks.

Total: 8 marks
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Question 2

This question asked candidates to ‘Assess the importance of Zakah as an Islamic practice’ for
12 marks and required AO1 and AO2 material.

Many candidates achieved high marks on this question by satisfying the AO2 element
adequately, against the mark scheme criteria. There were some excellent debates around
how Zakah should be used in relation to its importance in the modern context. The highest-
marked candidates referenced primary sources of authority appropriately and used scholarly
opinions to enhance their debate.

Lower-achieving candidates did not have the adequate level of AO2 required. Instead,
answers were very descriptive around features of Zakah. Whilst these descriptions were
largely accurate, they did not reflect AO2 material.

Centres should continue to stress the importance of satisfying AO2 criteria because without
it, candidates cannot go above Level 1 in the mark scheme.
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This response demonstrates:

very good use of scholarship within the answer, with reference to
primary sources
a good explanation of Zakah as one of the Pillars of Islam
good discussion around the comparison of the importance of Zakah
for different groups in Islam

This answer achieves full marks.

Total: 12 marks
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This is an excellent answer with a very good level of scholarship.

The candidate highlights some issues around the understanding and
application of Zakah for Muslims.

There is a good reference to historical understandings of Zakah and
differences between Muslim groups.

Full marks and a well-explained answer.

Total: 12 marks
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Question 3

Q03(a) This question required candidates to ‘Clarify the ideas about feminism in Islam
illustrated in this passage’ from the Anthology by Leila Ahmed.

It was pleasing to see many candidates achieve high marks for this question. Many
candidates reached the higher levels of the mark scheme by highlighting the ideas in the
passage accurately, and using them as a gateway to introduce further discussions relevant to
the text.

The highest-achieving candidates had selected ideas very carefully from the extract. They
developed the broader context behind Ahmed’s writing, whilst using appropriate terminology
and scholarly contributions.

Less-able candidates seemed to paraphrase and repeat the extract, often incorrectly.

Q03(b) This question required candidates to ‘Analyse the understanding of gender roles
within Islam’ using AO1 and AO2 material.

There were some excellent answers found in this question, which were written passionately.

The highest-achieving candidates made compelling cases around what Islam has taught, with
reference to primary sources, contrasted with Islamic practice today. Oftentimes, candidates
highlighted the disparity between cultural practices and teachings in Islam with reference to
scholarship. Some contentious areas were raised by higher-achieving candidates, with good
scholarly debate to demonstrate the complexity of the area.

Less-able candidates lacked the depth of AO2 required to achieve high marks. Their answers
were very descriptive and lacked reasoned justifications. It was disappointing to see that
some candidates were using stereotypes and tropes that are not found in the teachings in
Islam.

It is vital that centres ensure that candidates have understood complex discussions
accurately. The Subject Advisor is available for centres to contact for any queries or to check
for accuracy. The highest-achieving candidates used modern examples in their answers,
which gave extra relevance to their overall arguments.
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For Q03(a) there is not much clarification of the ideas in the passage.

The points raised are basic and do not enhance the answer to the
higher levels.

There is an attempt at introducing a modern example of feminism in
Islam but this is underdeveloped.

There needs to be more identification of ideas found in the passage,
which are then clarified to greater extent. The ideas need to be
developed with greater depth.

For Q03(b) there are some references to primary sources and
explanations of the role of women. However, these are not developed
and do not have the required AO2 to go to higher levels.

There is reference to differing roles due to biological differences but
again, this is underdeveloped and lacks the requisite AO2 to achieve
higher marks.

The candidate would need to use far more AO2 material. The
candidate highlights some gender roles but needs to engage in greater
discussion around the different interpretations of the primary sources
and different interpretations of Muslim groups.

Q03(a): 5 marks

Q03(b): 10 marks

Total: 15 marks
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This is a good response. This candidate gains full marks for both
Q03(a) and Q03(b).

Q03(a)

The candidate engages well with the extract, making adequate
reference to the text and clarifying the ideas that the author has used.

There is a good range of references to the text and the explanations
are detailed enough to take the candidate's answer into the higher
levels.

Q03(b)

The candidate demonstrates a high level of AO2 content with very
good reasoned judgements. There is a range of historical and
contemporary discussions with reference to primary sources.

Q03(a): 10 marks
Q03(b): 20 marks

Total: 30 marks
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Question 4

This question asked candidates to ‘Evaluate the claim that Sufism is a separate tradition in
Islam’ using AO1 and AO2 material.

Candidates could not attain marks in Level 5 unless the answer contained a link with either
Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics or New Testament. It was unfortunate that there
were excellent responses that did not reach Level 5 because they either forgot to include a
synoptic link or that the synoptic link was not adequate. Centres need to ensure that
candidates are clear on this requirement.

There were many excellent answers for this question, with very thorough AO2. High-
achieving candidates knew the origins and history of Sufism, whilst also highlighting
accurately key ideas found within Sufism. This was contrasted with ideas that could be
interpreted to go against established Islamic practices.

Very good examples, scholarly contributions, and references to primary sources, were all in
evidence. The highest-achieving answers were very thorough in their AO2, with incredibly
accurate ideas and terminology.

There were some excellent synoptic links around equality in Ethics, Religious Experience in
Philosophy and Life after Death and Jesus in the New Testament, developed by candidates,
which enhanced their answers.

There was inaccurate information found by most lower-achieving candidates, which
highlighted the importance of utilising correct sources of wisdom and authority. If a centre is
unsure of the accuracy of information, they are encouraged to contact the Subject Advisor.

The lower-achieving candidates did not provide sufficient breadth for satisfying the higher
levels of the mark scheme. Shorter answers were not adequate for the AO2 discussion.
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This is a good example of an excellent answer which unfortunately
does not receive full marks. This is because the candidate did not
complete an adequate synoptic link to Philosophy, Ethics or New
Testament studies.

The candidate's answer has good levels of AO2 with some very
specialised AO1. There is excellent use of key terms throughout.

Because the candidate does not make an adequate synoptic link,
marks are capped at 24.

Total: 24 marks
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This answer gains full marks, with an excellent synoptic link to
Situation Ethics. This synoptic link was slightly longer than it needed to
be but it did add to the essay, and tied in well with the ideas of Sufism
being evaluated.

The candidate's answer contains excellent specific knowledge with
reference to Sufism and has adequate AO2 throughout.

Specialist key terms are also used appropriately throughout the
answer.

Well done!

Total: 30 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates and centres are offered the following
advice:

Centres must ensure that all content of the specification is covered with accuracy.
Subject-specific queries can be made via the Subject Advisor: contact details found on the
specification home page
Candidates are encouraged to focus closely on the question and its particular
requirements. Where a question is solely AO1, the focus should be on very specific,
accurate and relevant information. This should be matched against the requirements
found in the mark schemes. Scholarly contributions for AO1 criteria are welcomed
Where a question has an AO2 element, that should be a major focus and will consist of the
majority of marks for that question. Reasoned judgements should be made, which are
justified with accurate information
Centres must ensure that the relevant contents of the anthology are covered. Where
textual analysis is required, candidates should carefully select relevant aspects of the text
provided. They should ensure that the ideas found in the text are explained with detail and
accuracy. Candidates should draw on ideas that have influenced the anthology text to
demonstrate a greater understanding of the topic area. Where AO2 is required, reasoned
judgements should be made, which are justified and draw on accurate information
For the longer final question, which is worth 30 marks, candidates must carefully select
accurate information that ties in closely to the question. Candidates should ensure that
there is enough depth and breadth within their answer to allow for reaching the higher
levels of the mark scheme. Critical deconstruction of ideas is incredibly important for this
question
It is vital that candidates provide a good example of a synoptic link in Q04. This should be
developed and cannot only be a passing reference. The link should also complement the
candidate’s answer by being relevant to the question focus
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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