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Introduction

There were many undoubtedly worthy answers, which often exhibited a good understanding
of Christian beliefs, praxis and theology.

The overall standard suggests that candidates and centres are generally confident with the
demands and intent of the specification. Many responses reflected an appropriate use of
resources, succeeding in candidates across the ability range having confidence to approach
this paper in a positive manner. Candidates who displayed the ability to assess and evaluate
invariably did well. Some of the better responses were usually from candidates who wrote
less, but had planned carefully and set out their argument at the beginning of their answer.

It was noticeable that consideration by candidates of the precise wording of the question
varied significantly especially for Question (Q)03 and Q04. Some candidates lost focus on the
issue with which they were supposed to be engaging, such as ‘clarify’ (Q03(a)), ‘assess’
(Q03(b)) or ‘evaluate’ (Q04).

It was pleasing to note that many candidates used appropriate technical vocabulary correctly
and effectively. The references to scholars were generally pleasing: however, some responses
appeared randomly to name scholars that brought little or even no input to the
argumentation and discussion being offered.

The majority of candidates demonstrated sound knowledge and understanding throughout
their responses.
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Question 1

This question was answered well by the majority of candidates. Detailed knowledge and
understanding was evident because a range of material was offered including the
understanding of God as Creator through ex nihilo, emanation, artistic, aesthetic and
architectural features etc.

Weaker answers (although few in number) focussed on the Genesis story of creation and
some even offered a paraphrase of the Six Days of Creation; or focussed on only one feature
(usually ex nihilo).
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This is a confident response that engages well with the relevant
material.

The attention to detail in terms of the various features of the Christian
belief in God as Creator is handled very well.

The range of material is detailed and directly addresses the question
as set.

Deservedly, this candidate achieves full marks available for this
question.

Total: 8 marks

Level 3

Structure your answer clearly, for maximum impact.
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The material offered is good but brief and lacking detail and thus
underdeveloped.

There is some relevant technical vocabulary. The candidate might have
done more with the evident knowledge and understanding clearly
present.

Total: 6 marks

Level 3

Define key terms carefully and precisely.

Develop each point clearly.
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Question 2

Some very well-informed candidates brought in earlier developments of thought on the
Trinity and linked them to later scholars.

Many candidates concentrated on Barth, and/or Rahner. Some brought in Moltmann. Others
concentrated on particular themes of modern thought eg from Hick, and discussed the
strengths, as the question demanded.

Less-able candidates had difficulty with the ‘assess’ aspect by not going into enough depth
and assessment, rather than descriptive narrative.

Some also found the concept in the question difficult, only restating that the Trinity is the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, without linking to modern views. Others focussed heavily on the
ways that belief in the Trinity is shown through worship, limiting the marks they could
achieve.

Candidates should be aware that the command word 'assess' also involves identifying and
breaking down. They should explore the key elements of a position/concept such as the
assumptions or justifications that support it, as well as inquiring into the implications of it.

To 'assess' can also include why a position is important or not important and is not just a
listing of strengths and/or weaknesses.
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This is an excellent response to the topic, achieving full marks.

The introduction sets the context effectively, indicating engagement
with Barth.

The focus on 'strength' is evident from the beginning and subsequently
throughout the answer, with some effective 'assessing' evident.

Total:12 marks

Level 3
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This is an excellent example of a script earning full marks in this
question.

It has some excellent Rahner material and it uses scholarship well. It is
well organised and structured, covering a wide range of material and
assessing it carefully.

Total: 12 marks

Level 3

Structure your answer clearly for maximum impact.

17 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



18GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



This candidate takes a brief and generic (and confessional) approach in
contrast with the previous two exemplars.

It has some relevant material but needs development and it is a little
simplistic in its presentation.

A lack of the use of 'scholars' weakens the answer overall.

It needs more direct reasoning and judgement to reach into Level 3 but
is at the top of Level 2.

Total: 8 marks

Level 2
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Remember to note the intent of the question and any key words.

Focus your answer on these.
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Question 3

Q03(a)

Many candidates were able to untangle the complexities of this passage and identify that
Hick was arguing for a broader sense of the term 'atonement'. He also focussed on salvation
and dismissed the theories of penal substitution etc in order to offer Jesus as a moral
exemplar. More-able candidates grasped Hick’s view on repentance being necessary with
others and not just God.

Answers from less-able candidates did not understand that Hick was identifying traditional
approaches to atonement (transactional etc) and thus presented Hick as claiming these
theories were valid and reflected his own views. Many responses at this level simply
regurgitated the extract, without offering a comment on the material itself.

Q03(b)

The focus on ‘value’ enabled candidates to demonstrate the ability to engage with the
implications of Barth’s understanding of atonement and its substitutionary context. Whilst
many offered Rahner as an evaluation of Barth‘s being weak, many responses used Hick’s
moral exemplar approach as a counter-argument and thus managed to link without
repeating material used in Q03(a). This question allowed for a degree of differentiation to be
determined.

Weak responses merely offered descriptive narrative and gave little focus on the terms ‘value’
and ‘understanding’.
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Q03(a)

This is a strong part Q03(a) response that demonstrates a clear
understanding of Hick's position and 'clarifies' cogently and concisely
Hick's views...a good example of doing what the question asks for.

The candidate does not 'waffle' but goes straight to the heart of the
matter and achieves top marks.

Q03(b)

This is a confident and effective engagement with Barth's position on
atonement and its value, or otherwise.

It offers some apposite analysis and uses Hick's moral exemplar theory
in critiquing Barth.

This answer deservedly achieves full marks, even though there are
some errors (eg Aquinas identified rather than Anselm).

Q03(a): 10 – Level 3

Q03(b): 20 marks – Level 5

Total: 30 marks

Do not be tempted to regurgitate the extract but do 'clarify' relevant
aspects of the passage.
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Q03(a)

This uses the text and expands upon the key ideas of Hick's views. It
needs to be developed further but it does cover quite a wide range of
ideas.

Q03(b)

This remains focussed on the intent of the question. It deconstructs
religious issues and makes reasoned judgements.

The response could have been developed further in terms of detail to
reach the next level, but it is a clear and secure answer.

Q03(a): 7 marks – Level 3

Q03(b): 15 marks – Level 4

Total: 22 marks
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Explain the terms clearly when needed to show your understanding.
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Question 4

This question produced some excellent answers. It demonstrated effectively that Liberation
theology impacted Christianity including, correctly, the emergence of Black and Feminist
theology being two of the most salient features of that impact.

Many candidates offered detailed and engaged understanding of its emergence in South
America with relevant scholars identified. The synoptic link was evident in most good
answers.

Less-able candidates at this level gave brief descriptions concerning one or more of
Liberation, Black or Feminist theology. Simplistic treatment of this question was a feature of
responses at this level.

Candidates should remember that for this question their response needs to make the link
either to Philosophy of Religion or Religion and Ethics. This should be an effective link, rather
than only a passing reference.
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This is an example of a very good and substantial response to the
question.

The answer is well-structured, developed and argued: it offers a close
focus that is maintained throughout on the intent and demands of the
question itself.

There is a:

wide range and variety of material
clear structure
convincing link made with Ethics

The candidate marshalls their material well, making accurate AO2
judgements throughout.

Some critical analysis augments the quality of the candidate's answer
and thus they have achieved full marks.

Total: 30 marks
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A clear structure to the longer essays is very useful.

It helps to signpost the link section to the examiner, so that it is clear what other component
has been studied and is linked to the topic.

48GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



49 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



50GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



51 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



52GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



53 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4B



This essay is a fine example of a script that was awarded the full
marks.

It includes a wide range of knowledge and specialist language and
terminology is selected and used well throughout.

It makes careful coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements of the question and regularly considers the question.

It is focussed throughout and provides convincing conclusions that are
justified by the candidate.

The link (Natural Moral Law) with Ethics is handled well and is related
to the question carefully.

Total: 30 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Take time and care to consider the precise demands of the question by engaging with the
relevant command words such as 'assess', ‘clarify’, 'analyse' and ‘evaluate’
Make use of scholars to support the argument being made and do not aimlessly drop their
names into the answer
Try to come to a judgement or take a position, especially in the conclusion
Ensure effective time management, so as not to run out of time before completing Q04
and consequently lose the potential to earn 30 marks
Select relevant examples to support the points being made, without drifting into anecdotal
narrative
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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