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Introduction

The 2023 sitting of the GCE Religious Studies 9RS0_03 specification saw some excellent
responses, which demonstrated the academic grasp of the subject and significant movement
away from the disruptive effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. Candidates’ thorough knowledge
and understanding across the paper reflected the ability to address the specific demands of
each question. Improved recognition of the links to other papers in Question (Q) 04 featured
heavily and thus indicated increased competency in addressing this aspect of the paper.

Greater awareness of how much each question was worth assisted higher achievement and
made for an improved balance of material across the whole paper. Candidates used their
time appropriately and there were very few unfinished or ‘not attempted’ responses overall.

However, there was evidence of a few candidates who organised their material in the wrong
place; there were more ‘out of clip’ responses and centres need to be aware that questions
are marked separately. A plan written for a question in a space intended for the previous
question means that the examiner will not see this initially. There is always the risk that a
creditworthy point could be missed. Candidates should write a plan on the first page of the
question answer lines, where it will be seen by the examiner. It will help to maintain focus
and may receive credit, because the examiner will be apprised of all content intended for
inclusion.

In addition to this, greater numbers of candidates are continuing Q01 on extra paper when
technically no more marks could be awarded beyond the available 8. In some cases, such
time management impacted on Q03(b) and Q04 and these questions are obviously worth
more marks.

Key areas of advice for improving overall achievement from 2022 still applied for 2023.
Attention to time management, subject knowledge and appropriate use of the answer
booklet were still needed.

Further emerging from the evidence of the 2023 series, another point warrants attention:
there is no substitute for accurate awareness of the Gospels of Luke and John; for example,
the ‘I am’ sayings appear only in John. The Good Samaritan parable is a core ethical teaching,
but not found in all four Gospels. The 'Walking on Water' sign is not found in Luke’s Gospel.

Guesswork did not earn marks, especially if the wrong text were selected for a question that
clearly stated where the content was located. Some responses indicated that the Prologue
was not in the Fourth Gospel and this reinforced the need for sound subject knowledge and
basic accuracy.
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Marks were spread across the whole range, suggesting that the questions performed as
intended and, with the exception of one question, candidates were able to respond in a
decisive manner.

Enthusiasm for Religious Studies A level remained unchanged, with candidates showing real
enjoyment of the subject and a willingness to engage in discussion and evaluation. Centres
had worked hard on preparing candidates for the specification areas and this was most
notable in Q04.

Overall, the most successful candidates produced impressive responses that evidenced
sound learning, engagement with the subject matter and accurate knowledge of the textual
content, and relevant scholarship. 2023 was a successful year and candidates deserved the
rewards they earned for thoroughgoing study of the New Testament.
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Question 1

Candidates explored a wide range of key ideas directly relevant to the project of
hermeneutics, with reference to Bultmann's approach to interpreting scripture. Most
candidates included accurate technical terms such as: kerygma, proclamation, hermeneutic,
liberal theology, and demythologisation.

At the highest-level, candidates moved through a wide range of ideas that conveyed solid
knowledge of Bultmann’s specific contribution to liberal theology. At the lower range of ability
there was basic confusion between liberation theology and liberal theology, accompanied by
a lack of, if any, real knowledge about Bultmann’s work. There is no substitute for accurate
knowledge. Q01 could not be answered through guess work. Bultmann is named clearly in
the Specification and his work is integral to ways of interpreting scripture inclusive of other
forms of biblical criticism.

It is worth noting that Q01, an ‘Explore’ question, attracts 8 marks solely for A01. Information
about the topic is required for full marks – there is no requirement to discuss or analyse. Q01
can also be an indicator of time management issues, when more than necessary for 8 marks
is written onto extra paper. It is notable that candidates who wrote two pages for Q01 often
did not have time to write an extra page for the essay questions such as Q03(a)/(b) and Q04,
which carried more marks.

The candidate gives a detailed and wide-ranging response focussed entirely on the demands
of the question.

The candidate clearly knows and understands Bultmann's work and has much relevant
material in the response.

The highest levels may only be accessed through presenting accurate material: including
important details increases the quality of the response.
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This is a good example of how extensive, accurate terminology can
build up a picture of a scholar’s approach.

Fully-deserved maximum marks.

Total: 8 marks
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In this second essay the candidate has thorough knowledge of the context of the
enlightenment and how this influenced Bultmann’s approach.

This different style of response also earns 8 marks – there is some relevant reference to one
of the articles in the Anthology for 9RS0_01 and the candidate transfers this knowledge
across to their response with skill, and yet still has the ability to deploy a background of
biblical criticism to this question.
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The content reflects Bultmann’s approach accurately to interpreting
scripture.

The wider context of the enlightenment is appreciated, and salient
points deployed to build up a picture.

Total: 8 marks

Be focussed.

Tailor your answer to the question set.

All valid content will be credited.
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Question 2

The question targeted very specific knowledge of the Prologue. Anything other than content
about the Prologue or material directly related to it, would not suffice. This topic is very well-
supported in literature, and scholarship is an integral aspect of understanding the Prologue.

Some candidates did not know that the Prologue was in the Fourth Gospel and to earn marks
they were expected to know the Prologue and to identify that the question was not asking
about the entire Fourth Gospel. In general, candidates were expected to offer accurate
exegesis on the Prologue itself, which demonstrated that they do know and understand the
status of the Prologue within the Fourth Gospel.

The best responses focussed on the question, which asked for differing views about the
Prologue. Candidates covered a wide range of possibilities such as origin, purpose, themes,
and influences. Many responses identified various scholars and integrated their work on the
Prologue into an assessment of the differing views. Relevant detail was important: the most
popular scholar identified was Morna Hooker, in addition to other well-known classical or
modern scholars.

There was no requisite to cover a minimum number of differing views but the general
structure at this level allowed for two or three views to be covered in some detail, or a slightly
wider range in less depth.

Marks were lost for the inability to distinguish material that related specifically to the
Prologue or in general to the whole Fourth Gospel. Guesswork and/or general knowledge did
not work and therefore resulted in a response that did not move beyond a simple outline of
some ideas or themes in the Prologue, instead of identifying at least one specific view.

Overall, it was clear that some candidates did not know the topic and used other information
instead, that could not be credited. It is important to note that candidates who gave general
responses to a topic, rather than addressing the question, tended to be less successful
because they did not answer the question fully. It remained the case that candidates
invariably performed better when they were able to apply information they had learnt
carefully to the specific demands of a question, rather than just reproducing a previous essay
with no reference to the question.

Identify what the question is looking for – then a comprehensive assessment of the right
material will achieve a higher outcome.
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There is comprehensive accurate coverage of the required textual
material and identification of differing views about the Prologue to the
Fourth Gospel.

This answer reflects the mark scheme very well and is very clear and
accurate.

That said, the mark scheme is indicative and other valid material can
be credited.

Total: 12 marks

Stay on topic.

Solid learning pays off.
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Read the question carefully.

Marks cannot be awarded if the material is not there.
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There are many learning points that can be extrapolated from this
response.

The candidate begins with an inaccurate claim followed by the only
accurate sentence on the page.

Material on the birth narrative is not asked for in the question. The
response ends by moving into another topic, that also was not
requested by the question.

To say that ‘John’s prologue doesn’t include anything of the person of
Jesus’ is inaccurate. Whilst scholars agree that the Prologue teaches
nothing new about the person of Jesus, they do agree that the
Prologue sums up the testimony Jesus gave concerning himself and
formulates it into an expression that has profoundly impressed
Christianity.

Again, the claim in the second paragraph that ‘John did not know much
of the person of Jesus’ is also inaccurate when John is considered to be
one of the key witnesses to the life and work of Jesus.

Total: 1 mark

Guesswork does not replace knowledge of the topic.
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Question 3

Both the two-part essay Q03(a)/(b) and the extended essay Q04 represent a significant
proportion of the marks for the whole paper and should be given sufficient time and
attention. Candidates who spent too much time on Q01 and/or Q02 would be better advised
to answer the essay questions first, whilst keeping an eye on timings, because cumulatively
these two questions add up to 60 out of 80 marks.

Q03(a)

This question enabled candidates to demonstrate their knowledge of the anthology with
specific reference to Matthew’s proof texts.

The most successful responses focussed closely on clarifying the text to suggest more ideas
relevant to the narrative. Other Dreams of Joseph usefully integrated into many responses.
Knowing the context of the Flight into Egypt was essential for a full response and most
candidates at this level had sound knowledge of the full context.

A reminder of the purpose of the ‘clarify’ question is worthwhile because candidates in
general lost marks for:

confining their response to a basic comprehension exercise
being at times, vague and confused
imprecise knowledge of any of the proof texts

Indeed, far too many candidates missed salient aspects of the text such ‘He shall be called a
Nazarene’ and were content to paraphrase or regurgitate the extract.

The question called for taking some of the issues in the extract, 'unpacking' them and making
them easier to understand. This can be done successfully by:

explaining an issue in more detail
illuminating a contextual layer
elucidating a concept

Familiarity with the Anthology beyond the extract obviously enabled candidates to interpret
the extract itself. This was not an easy question because it demanded very specific
knowledge of Matthew’s proof texts.

Q03(b)

Candidates were expected to know the religious and political scene that defined the first
century. Many candidates were able to draw from knowledge about the conflicts that
culminated in Jesus’ crucifixion.
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The extract dealt with the fulfilment of prophecy regarding the identity of Jesus but there
were wider factors in relation to his ministry that informed the relationships he had with the
various religious and political factions of the time.

Most candidates were well-equipped to offer discussions of the political context that
surrounded Matthew’s proof texts and in this way brought together both part (a) and part (b)
as a coherent whole. Some interpretations of the first century were very interesting in that
material from the first century BCE was deployed successfully to analyse the context of the
first century AD, by way of its historical impact.

Candidates seemed to prefer Q03(b) to Q03(a) and therefore responses to part (a) were
varied in quality. The length, depth, and/or breadth of answers to part (b) was impressive.
Candidates were able to discuss in detail different aspects of the first century that were
significant for understanding the life and work of Jesus. The weaker responses were heavily
factual and missed the opportunity to analyse the significance of first century issues.

The candidate’s deployment of a wide range of knowledge gives the answer academic
credibility.

The response fits the levels criteria for full marks.
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In part (a), the candidate avoids repetition of the extract and places it
firmly in the context of the whole article.

The candidate gives a clear foundation and relevance to the
clarification of one of Matthew’s Proof Texts.

Part (b) is very well-organised and structured around the political
situation of that time, coupled with current eschatological
understandings and expectations for ethical behaviour, based on
Jesus’ teachings.

Part (b) offers the candidate a chance to showcase knowledge of the
first century.

Q03(a): 10 marks

Q03(b): 20 marks

Total: 30 marks

Answer the question as set and not what you think it should be.

Structure your answer: this helps focus on the question.

Ensure that your answer is well-developed and sustained.
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The question is about the significance of the first century context and this is not clearly
addressed in this response.
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This response to Q03(b) illustrates the difficulty of deploying material
effectively.

Arguably, the candidate only begins to answer the question on page
11; however, the focus of the question is not about prophecy, such as
the suffering servant, unless the context of this fulfilment is placed
firmly within the first century.

Material on the first page needs to be analysed for its significance for
the first century context.

Points are made about the Babylonian exile that are not first century
and this needs some commentary regarding the significance of 597BCE
for the people living in the first century during the life of Jesus.

Did the destruction of the Temple in 70BCE influence Jesus’ behaviour
in the temple when he threw out the money lenders? Or was it more
significant to examine the Roman occupation or religious groups at the
time and analyse how Jesus interacted with these first century groups
up to the crucifixion? Including some narrative about that would have
helped this candidate to make more use of their material.

Q03(a): 7 marks

Q03(b): 5 marks

Total: 12 marks

Consider why any material deployed is useful for answering the
question.

Ensure that the question is addressed.
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Question 4

Most candidates addressed this question by evaluating the parables of the Lost, the Sermon
on the Plain, the Good Samaritan and the Rich Man and Lazarus. Some made reference to
the parables for the Kingdom of God and evaluated ethical demands for entry into the
Kingdom of God to demonstrate balanced analysis of the question.

The best responses set out a wide range of parables that were discussed with reference to
scholarship, accurate textual knowledge, and reasonable commentary of their importance as
a source of ethical teachings. This was generally a well-answered question, with many
candidates demonstrating secure understanding of accurate textual material. Many
candidates showed a good understanding of the main parables and could evaluate their
usefulness, meaningfulness, or importance, for extrapolating ethical teachings.

Achievement was self-limiting by an insufficient or inaccurate overview of various teachings,
albeit with a tenuous link to their usefulness as a source of ethical teaching. Short answers to
Q04 with an attached page for Q01 suggested, in some cases, that the candidate had not
managed their timing successfully. Significant numbers of responses were self-penalising for
not making links, thus limiting available marks up to 24 marks.

On the other hand, there was an improvement in the handling of the demands of Q04. The
compulsory synoptic element of the question was answered to a high standard.

There were some good responses that drew on a range of detailed and carefully-selected
knowledge to deconstruct the issues in the question before offering a fully-justified
conclusion based on review and analysis of material. There were some excellent examples of
well-crafted and pertinent links made with other components studied, demonstrating that
this aspect of the question can be achieved without a ‘bolt-on’ paragraph approach.

This is an example of a very strong response that reaches the top of Level 5, with maximum
marks.

The candidate controls their material very well, making good, reasoned judgements
throughout.

A defined structure to the longer essays is very beneficial for maintaining clarity of thought.

It is sensible to select a link, which inevitably adds to the quality of the answer because of its
aptness.

35 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



36GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



37 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



38GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



39 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



40GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



41 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 03



The candidate uses a wide range and variety of material.

There is a clear structure and a good link is made with the Study of
Ethics.

A short plan above the opening paragraph is helpful for guiding the
response.

Total: 30 marks

Write a plan before you begin your answer and remember the
structure you had in mind.
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This response indicates with a couple of notes above the question that the selection of
material might result in a stronger response.

There is no substitute for solid subject knowledge. There is not enough material here to raise
the achievement.
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The candidate exhausts their material, and evaluation towards the end
of the response becomes self-limiting by writing out the question
twice.

The selection of a link to the Study of Ethics is relevant for this
question but in order to raise the level of achievement a much wider
range of subject knowledge about parables is required to sustain any
evaluation.

This essay is presented with a simple structure – question structure
cannot be underrated for maintaining clarity of thought. However, no
amount of structure will compensate for lack of subject knowledge:
this response needs more.

Work on the structure of essays for the evaluation question and spend
time learning the topic.
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Paper Summary

A very good year's work had been done by centres and candidates, in general equipping
candidates to respond well to the demands of this paper. Candidates appeared to enjoy the
material they studied and were able to respond with enthusiasm.

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Respond to the specific demands of the question by tailoring relevant information
Practise writing to timed practice questions using the examination timing
Use the answer booklet correctly and avoid unnecessary attachments
Be careful of time management and the number of available marks for Q01
Spend enough time on the questions that carry most marks
Support points made with examples and relevant textual detail
Express your viewpoint clearly where AO2 is required
Continue to develop a good range of scholarship
Take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars)
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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