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Introduction

It was good to see that, overall, candidates were in a position to have a strong understanding of
the specification content and to have practised in examination conditions during their studies.

In the majority of cases, candidates answered all of the questions on the paper and there were
fewer instances of unanswered questions or ‘run out of time’ messages. Consequently, it was
good to see candidates keen to convey their learning and to engage with the topics they had
clearly enjoyed, which gave them access to the full range of marks.

Question Q01 on contraception and Q02 on Just War were answered the most fully, whilst
candidates were clearly well prepared to write about assisted dying in Q04(a) and (b).

The requirement to write at length on ethical language was a challenge for some candidates, who
confused meta ethics with ethical theories, or with religious language, but the best answers were
full and detailed.

The challenge of making connections with another area of their Religious Studies specification in
Q04 still proved difficult for some candidates, although links with religious language and use of
symbolism in the New Testament were the most commonly-drawn connections. The best of these
were integrated well to essays in more than a few sentences, rather than presenting an awkward
add-on mini-paragraph.

It is nevertheless still the case that some candidates overlook the need to make a connection
altogether and others who do not make it clear that this is their intention. Since this element is
required if candidates are to be able to access the full range of the mark scheme, centres and
candidates need to incorporate making links between topics in their teaching and learning
throughout the course.

Candidates at the highest level drew on a range of detailed and carefully-employed knowledge
and scholarship to deconstruct issues. They offered clear and sustained reasoning and formed
clear judgements in relation to the questions, through reviewing and analysing the strengths and
weaknesses of different views.

Candidates appeared to manage their time in the examination and although some wrote more
than necessary on QO1, this was far less evident than in previous examinations. Difficulties with
timings were most usually evident by Q04 and as a result, a number of candidates did not write at
either the length or breadth necessary to answer a 30-mark synoptic question.

Whilst candidates were generally able to make good use of scholars when required, some relied
heavily on biblical and other religious references, which were often slight and simplistic and this
was particularly evident in Q01.

Overall, candidates and their teachers are to be commended for their hard work and application.
It remains essential that centres support their candidates by ensuring that all of the specification
is covered in teaching.

Candidates are encouraged not to leave out areas in their revision, because there are no
alternatives to the questions set, and it is always risky to attempt to second-guess what will be on
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the paper year-on-year.
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Question 1

This question required candidates to explore religious approaches to contraception and although
few were completely at a loss, there was a general lack of imagination in overall responses.

As a consequence, perhaps, there was far less over-writing for this 8-mark question and this may
have had a positive effect on timing later in the exam.

Candidates were broadly uniform in their approach, comparing ‘strict’' Roman Catholic views with
‘liberal’ Protestant views, including references to Natural Moral Law, biblical instructions to ‘be
fruitful’, and, in some cases, to the beliefs of conservative movements such as Quiverful.

There was little nuance in many answers, however, and candidates missed opportunities to
consider whether ‘fruitful’ could be interpreted in other ways than human procreation, or the use
of contraception to limit the risk of hereditary conditions. Some candidates insisted on including
abortion as a means of contraception, which is, obviously, a highly arguable point.

Some candidates chose to link the topic to ethical theories, most typically Situation Ethics and
Utilitarianism This worked when they avoided generic assertions and were able to link their
points to religious reasoning.
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1 Explore religious attitudes to contraception.
(8)
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A clear answer that ranges across a sufficient number of points to gain full marks without
spending longer than necessary for an 8-mark response.

The candidate covers expected angles on the issue and they are able to make a subtle
distinction between them, rather than focussing only on extremes.

. ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
There is no need to spend time introducing or concluding an 8-mark answer.

As this candidate demonstrates, full marks can be achieved by going straight to the point
and ensuring that every sentence is potentially credit-worthy.
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Examiner Comments

Another clear and focussed answer, which covers expected ground, but also hints at a fuller
understanding of the topic than is required of an 8-mark answer.

The result is a confident response, which makes use of a range of material in a concise and
professional manner.
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Examiner Tip

Use of scholarship is as useful in an 8-mark answer as it is in the longer essays.
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This answer is beautifully written, giving an indication of a candidate who has developed
excellent examination skills.

They are able to include as much as possible without extending unnecesssarily and
compromising on time.

The link with ideas about marriage as a sacrament is well-made, as is the reference to
Islamic views on the topic.

ResultsPlus
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Examiner Tip

Answers as well-written as this are the result of hard work practising under exam conditions.
Ensure that candidates are able to do this as often as time allows during the course.
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Question 2

It was good to see that candidates were well-prepared to write about the Just War Theory and the
guestions appeared to be well-received. Interestingly, there were several approaches taken by
various candidates.

The majority focussed on a broad sweep of the three key criteria - jus ad bellum, jus in bello and
jus post bello - and were able to identify strengths and weaknesses, reaching an overall
conclusion as to the efficacy of the theory.

The strongest answers fitted this description, because they were more tightly-structured and
remained focussed on the question. Others used the question as an opportunity to examine
specific wars in relation to the theory, with many referring to the current conflicts between
Ukraine and Russia and in Gaza.

It is commendable that candidates showed awareness of the application of the theory; the
inherent risk was of drifting away from the complex nature of the Just War Theory.
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The candidate has made use of several criteria of the Just War Theory and offered clear
arguments in support of strengths and weaknesses of the theory.

They have avoided drifting into a discussion of particular wars, which has enabled them to
focus on general arguments for and against the theory, thus receiving credit throughout.

. ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
The candidate has made full use of their time and produced an extensive response.

It is important not to lose marks on the shorter answers because they can make the
difference between grade boundaries.
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N { ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

A strong answer that incorporates a range of criteria from the Just War Theory and makes
appropriate links to related concepts and examples of war.

o \-
e
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| Examiner Tip

Use of scholarship in the shorter answer questions will raise the credit given.
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Question 3

The particular demands of Q03(a) require candidates to work confidently with the extract and this
year it was evident that some candidates either did not recognise the particular extract or were
hoping for something different.

Some were clearly confused by the reference to Janet Radcliffe (quoted at length by Wilcockson)
whilst the weakest responses did not say anything about "third-party involvement". Those who
did, however, were clear for the most part, regarding the distinction between medically-assisted
dying and the assistance of a non-professional third party, such as a friend or relative, analogous
with a third party who might assist a patient with daily activities.

As ever, the most disciplined answers worked systematically with the text, identifying key phrases
and terminology and teasing out the key issue - that supporters of assisted dying argue that
patient autonomy should legitimately and legally extend to requesting third party assistance to
die.

Answers to Q03(b) demonstrated valid and valiant efforts to illustrate the debate with reference
to recent debates in Parliament, religious considerations, medical and social concerns and, less
successfully, by using comparative ethical theories.

Interestingly, the weight of opinion was generally against the legalisation of assisted dying,
although this appeared to be based more on the effectiveness of the arguments than personal
opinion.

Candidates seem to be more comfortable using Sanctity of Life and biblically-based arguments,
rather than counter-arguments such as Quality of Life or patient autonomy. Many answers were
lengthy and well-prepared, which is perhaps not surprising, given the coincidental timing of
parliamentary debate.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In part (a), the candiate makes good use of the extract, working through it systematically and
making connections with the law and contemporary examples. They keep to the question
througout.

Note that the mis-spelling of Tony Nicholson’s name is not penalised because it is clear to
the reader to whom the candidate is referring.

In part (b) the candidate raised many useful and relevant issues including:

*+ patient autonomy

+ the harm principle

+ unforeseen future effects
* religious values

+ cultural diversity

The conclusion flows logically from the discussion.

\ Examiner Tip

Use the extact in your answer to part (a). Candidates who ignore the content of the extract
will struggle to answer the question set.
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3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about third-party involvement in
voluntary euthanasia.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(10)
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(b) Analyse issues arising from the legalisation of assisted dying.

(20)

--------------
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

An excellent response, which is clearly related to the extract and systematically works
through it to answer the question. The use of the analogy between shopping, cooking and
assisted dying is perfectly drawn-out.

In part (b), the candidate approaches the question through the use of ethical theories. This
is not an inherently better approach, but the way the candidate has ensured that the topic
of assisted dying remains in focus is excellently done.

The use of a new idea in the final paragraph enables additional credit.

' ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The anthology can be used in answers to any question on the paper as well as the dedicated
QO3.
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Question 4

Candidates have largely understood ethical language, which was historically a less-popular topic.

In this exam, many essays proved most successful and an increasing number made relevant links
to a world religion, particularly Buddhism.

Weaker answers relied on some unhelpful strategies, such as interpreting ethical language as
ethical theory, leading to a largely irrelevant answer.

Other less successful answers demonstrated a lack of knowledge of meta ethical theories and
generated what seemed to be a spontaneous answer that addressed some issues, more by luck
than judgement. A small number wrote about religious language, presumably an error they
realised too late.

However, there were many good answers that offered a sound understanding of;

+ the naturalistic fallacy
+ the is-ought gap
* intuitionism
* motivism
+ the distinction between cognitive and non-cognitive language
Scholars such as David Hume, G E Moore and A | Ayer were referenced frequently, and more

extensive essays included ideas from C L Stevenson, R M Hare, ] L Mackie and even Jean-Paul
Sartre.

It was pleasing to see that ideas from wider philosophical schools are making their way into this
paper, with candidates referring to error theory and moral queerness and confidently using
terms such as ‘truth apt’ and ‘mind independent’
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4 Evaluate the view that ethical language is meaningless.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Religion
and Ethics have been influenced by one of the following:

+  Philosophy of Religion
+ New Testament Studies
« Study of a Religion.
(30)
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%

Y / ResultsPlus
/'--.t Examiner Comments

A full answer, which covers a wide range of issues relating to ethical language.

Use of scholarship, argument and counter-argument, and clear referencing back to the
guestion and to the thesis laid out in the first paragraph, leads this answer to full marks.
This is assured by the clear and unforced link to Language Games (Philosophy of Religion).

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip

There are no frills about this answer. It demonstrates clarity and understanding. This is
exactly what is needed,
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4 Evaluate the view that ethical language is meaningless.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Religion
and Ethics have been influenced by one of the following:

« Philosophy of Religion
+ New Testament Studies
+ Study of a Religion.
{30)

MMaaauvammznmm+tana/
Mﬁm;%/tﬁ—&m.[w&mmmsm e ekt
hors e See. e cxxcld . A m,k;ncz’ edical .

. Sodemants.. Eq_bo.e.c.zhm +ooc essentially
...... paqntcca@'s W{E AMak Jha:f- 53 mt:a g
eleal . b:gumgz_ (5. 10G0 ple3S . A3 edute ).
Slatemonts egm- ma.b. oéoe.d'sm Oucbptm/lﬁ
6‘350:[ 0. 8"—'—5 W‘-tm

/Dbaﬂrrum{-mnq/ﬂmm-lua.fm&m'& ,-
UL 5 oo Physcal mality tfo etizal

50 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



lopuage . Heoce anyuss Aok goodeess

Aolike any ofter . propacty . sed e aapcot-

....... defioo. th o bat catac  tve. koo F.

'ﬂxﬂu}ﬁ Qe Hcd"f'ibn LAsmulac. to .

.................. (mgdm Tuetece ., educal. hzq«agc,

,,,,,,,,,,,, Such a8 ‘mucduc 18 wrona does pase....

.............. Maniog , becask e lmw.a-ﬁe,cbt kqm..o

o O . Eecau&f_ of jt.;a e, L m&.?me
oth e view, dol thoal papogl 5 Monmeds. ..

...Homr, Axazr argad o ehial. /czrqaa%
....... & essent ally emdve because 3 /qnc:hm
1.t ar‘t'&e.../e&(mcaﬁ - Pro0 k2 emetion..and ..
SHowte action’ . P b U B0
R /’HDMJA pom“‘m% m.a..-F hoey . e&%i‘k%’“
_.8uch. o8 ﬁﬂw‘m% Loime 3. (3. r-...rcm.rb" %mcﬂ-
ke ugriﬁ&ql am.tﬂﬁml% Lncesst.. l%;c.)
WS&nMim% Lihrousgh txpenence) o Ju.mb
...,.,m.aknrﬂ gk meamma[eﬁﬁ Bemm o
....... 18;\*’4— omca !.z-ﬂl",/ﬁb[a. pmf a,/ .eﬁ@mf

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02 51



,.Awﬁ um/mhoq pmnc,:pte. ﬂmfwn -Hecl_

.....-.-f:a........Mfs%.f.m ....... W,%% ........ ; ar—!—,
MS.C.and.. po&-‘r% Ll ok INLLN, n% FOc... Pf?quz,

) cLaap:-!-e oF.. &e.ma @ e fiabk.. m@ﬁm[@

,,,,,,,, Qm....Sng.‘-hmftﬁ Thacetooe., . opplied Ho. etz
o Lt o T Jmn. o W’"U Al e {9 ._

desoe oh beicg obgecths e ,Lu....,..;'jjjjj
0L uer-/tQM, J%rwsﬂn fa%nc, ac.. Qkﬁﬂﬁm

L0.... .G . PROCOTS... [ fe ..

LMocecrr e pe:acmphw S0 a8 ancdeC
mn'%nﬂ"*-ﬂ-/ ot - peal (3 F lecs ef edudel

bots o act ., #mt}{n A \BaH  On %ma‘a
v
mf Cleams . Adeg, Recarse or . .
DELTCr phiiSon. hul  baen 8een on.
Lbeos . haccah.” Moaa X, ot holds. hnedt ,&&c:q{

.................... lactyoge. . nly. paS. Hhse fatkion of fellly. .

52 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



N TTo R VS cht.oc. B0 Lodac hran.
ﬁamd “"‘t obyettin frodn. TS Means. ok

etucal lboguagl ke applied to mogec

_adkqphied Such ax he holocandt g,
/ﬂﬂ,ﬁdfomnﬂ—maéo‘{” don+. /n&m&h‘%

s . ment eold &%"— (m}“ o et

0O obge;um Audn.. Ao bical. @9;@%
Mm of NS A cowpt OF
m&&r:p*iui'a'm [ Q,m% dt&ﬂﬁ&(&ﬂd

i Nducey tasfophds. to o e g d_h.s

i O 108208 Fi 2 o prlach o A cal Bop

Mﬁm 1 disoyees o d vt oot

7S SRS S OYTYXVY /5 P NPRCY S —

et o mmon.. 3ense.  obout tuhot. Lleats

O Ju.oJur iwmd

M Jho..-l- rmm.,#«m. Llumy. o Ha. .

94 Lemea b e .

OO Ch— O I

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02

53



004 becau3e. . Cf . ALS ... ki gyt Ao pcadﬁ-h‘,a. ...............
A prosed enarny. amcmw; ,,,,,,, OF..... spﬁmﬁam cmq‘_m« LoD L.

.,,emp;ﬁm'mk obsacvation.. A0, A e300, b Chent oo

Coonen i 46...on.. m&mlf«& . ,&fb&% m% a,sb"b(nma /hcd— ..........
...... .L&!PM Ul apPece. AC.. GCH.,.. ...

Ut do ke ATl deiBi0rE A sty el

e Mo (2 o codomll e fallacy. M«-«sa
RaMNAon.. Ple_ o oo Ohyectie chXoat o te..

O Balo peckise.. [ mocod)..comoneng: ... : R

ande ol .u'um( W@e}.& =

Nl d‘mé— m&umf r.‘... ‘

lr\ m&ﬂon el 'ﬂmk (ﬂflﬂ:‘ heal . (wc?z_
A mm,aaa; FA u‘-'a Me. bﬁ @m&m}
0\5 N(cd-z,adm- AUGHSS., G M

54 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02



B L T s T —
....... Mﬁ&d—im:ni—ﬂmc\'{-!omﬁ&&tkﬁmr

[kl dnk dod Betmmecy. DGOl t..

. defend “ﬁ dﬂqlwd ..... (ard ebtieal . fﬂ@«%z.‘%)
proxy) 8. et ok out laiecy. Ao

ﬂ%&gﬁd pack. nak.. unsoscifiable .. [aaz;tq&
hm, Q0. B0 Ll il Atisessc.,.. ’%&_u‘-

glects. Ju. Prokm o

'ﬁ- &U’w&{m'-ﬁa of . bﬁ;mf (K Méqrm&)aﬁkmf'},

Afoce... [+5 o0t a. conuintiog. o

L tubiadely  oqrel et AL Ui, m* Mmf largeape. .
D RO ¢

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02

55



%
\ Y,

N / ResultsPlus
/'--.t Examiner Comments

Another full and detailed essay, which is different in style altogether, but also highly
effective. The candidate writes very well, so the essay is clear, pleasing and easy to engage
with.

Some less familiar scholars are employed and the candidate draws back full-circle from
introduction to conclusion. The link to religious language is less explicit, hence the overall
mark is in Level 5, but it does not reach full marks.

ResultsPlus
o\

Examiner Tip

It is always a pleasure to read an essay that makes use of a range of interesting scholarship.
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Paper Summary

1. Candidates were able to address a range of topics with confidence. There were no repeated
obvious gaps in knowledge. which suggests that the specification is being taught effectively.

2. Candidates are performing more successfully on previously unpopular topics, such as ethical
language.

3. Answers on applied ethical topics will continue to benefit from wider use of scholarship.

4. Candidates generally seemed to manage timing better this year, with fewer candidates over-
writing on the 8-mark question to the detriment of the 30-mark question.

5. Effective study of the anthology is key to achieving top grades and 10-mark answers will be
most successful when the candidate is able to work directly with the text, rather than using it
as a catalyst to discuss something else.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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