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Introduction

For the first time since 2019, this year's cohort sat their A level examinations after two full
years' teaching in their centres.

As a result, candidates were in a position to have a strong grasp of the whole specification
and to have practised in examination conditions during their studies. Consequently, overall
standards were consistent with pre-Covid series' and it was good to see candidates keen to
convey their learning and to engage with the topics they had enjoyed during their studies.
However, it continues to be evident that some candidates and centres lack confidence with
certain topics and, although there were fewer unanswered questions than in previous
sessions, they were not entirely absent.

The majority of candidates were able to respond to all five questions and to write full
answers, which gave them access to the full range of marks.

Question (Q)01 on equality and Q03 on Situation Ethics (including the extract from William
Barclay) were the questions answered the most confidently. Whilst most candidates were
familiar with Deontology, examiners were surprised to see a generally lower standard of
response to this question than in previous sessions. The challenge of making connections
with another area of their Religious Studies specification in Q04 still proved difficult for some
candidates. Nonetheless, some excellent answers proliferated across all questions and the
range of learning across centres is much to be applauded.

Candidates at the highest level drew on a range of detailed and carefully-employed
knowledge to deconstruct the issues. They offered clear and sustained reasoning and formed
clear judgements in relation to the question, through reviewing and analysing the strengths
and weaknesses of different views.

There were some excellent examples of well-crafted and pertinent links made with other
components studied. The best of these integrated them well to essays in more than a few
sentences, rather than presenting an awkward tick-box add-on mini-paragraph. This element
is not optional if candidates are to be able to access the full range of the mark scheme.
Centres and candidates need to find a way to employ this in their teaching and learning
throughout the course.

Candidates appeared to manage their time in the examination although some wrote far
more than necessary on Q01 and Q02, often running into several pages of extra paper. In
most cases, candidates had already provided sufficient material in their response to gain full
marks, therefore the extra time and effort may have impacted negatively on other answers.
Difficulties with timings were most usually evident by Q04. A number of candidates did not
write at either the length or breadth justified by a 30-mark synoptic question.
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Whilst candidates were generally able to make good use of scholars when required, they
relied heavily on biblical and other religious references, which were often slight and
simplistic.

Overall, candidates and their teachers are to be commended for their hard work and
application. The majority of candidates managed their time well, and, in most cases, their
knowledge was used effectively.

It remains essential that centres support their candidates by ensuring that all of the
specification is covered in teaching. Candidates are encouraged not to leave out areas in their
revision, because there are no alternatives to those questions set. There was a significant
number of blank questions, or answers where candidates used material that was not
appropriate to the question set.
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Question 1

There remain some issues of time-management for candidates and centres to refine with this
question.

In Q01, candidates should select material from the topic to address the question and not try
to cover a ‘whole topic’ essay in the time and space provided. Many of the candidates who
wrote for more than the time and space allowed, ran out of time on other questions; this can
improve with continued centre-based practice.

Nonetheless, candidates were prepared well, to write about a leading figure in the fight for
equality and although Martin Luther King was by far the most popular choice, followed a little
way behind by Joni Eareckson Tada, it was good to see some other figures used. These
included Mary Wollstonecraft, J S Mill, Jeremy Bentham, and Elizabeth Cady Stanton. The
most imaginative choice was Nancy Eiesland. This Theologian and Socialist was new to
examiners but a useful contributor for candidates to consider. The occasional use of Jesus as
the chosen figure was unexpected but it worked to some extent. If his role in fighting for
equality is explored it is important that candidates write more than a brief overview of a few
gospel episodes.

The best answers explored the contribution of the chosen figure, rather than providing a
short biography. Whilst some background is useful, the answer does not have to evaluate
their role. The strongest candidates understood that the way in which the relevant candidate
enabled the fight for equality to move on and develop, is a useful measure of their
effectiveness.

The candidate avoids giving background material that would take some of their precious ten
minutes writing time.
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This answer achieves full marks.

This is a clear answer that shows an awareness of understanding of
how Martin Luther King contributed to a change in peoples'
perspectives and attitudes.

Total: 8 marks

Do not give unnecessary background material.
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This answer also achieves full marks.
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This is another clear answer that avoids background information but
focusses on the implications of Joni Eareckson Tada's disability, as the
inspiration for her work.

Total: 8 marks

Show understanding of the sources of inspiration for the chosen
character.
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Question 2

Deontology has long been a popular topic for candidates and it was a little surprising to find
that it was not as universally successful this year, as in previous sessions.

The reasons for this appeared to be two-fold. Firstly, several candidates seemed unfamiliar
with Kantian Deonotology and used other ethical theories to answer the question, with
varying degrees of success. When Situation Ethics or Utilitarianism were chosen, inevitably
responses were unsuccessful.

Secondly, those who did write about Kantian Ethics seem to have less ready access to the
range and depth of material than candidates have previously demonstrated. This may be due
to a perceived lack of text book support for this topic. Centres are referred back to the
previous specification textbook for A2, which contains extensive and relevant material on this
topic.

When candidates were confident about the material, the essays flowed, and it was good to
see technical terms used accurately, and an interest in, and engagement with, the topic.
There are so many fascinating aspects of Deontology to consider – the categorical
imperatives, formulae of right action, duty, prima facie duties, good will, the summum bonum,
and many more. It was disappointing to see opportunities lost to assess these in detail.

Nevertheless, candidates who were well-versed in the topic wrote at length on the subject –
maybe even for too long – and in many cases, achieved full marks with ease.
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This answer achieves full marks.

This response is a good model of where the best candidates took this
question and is on target from the first sentence.

The answer is:

rooted in Kantian Deontology
full of accurate technical language and concepts
takes the reader through a coherent process of assessment and
critique

Excellent

Total: 12 marks

Use Kantian Deontology in a question about Deontology.

Keep Natural Moral Law for a question on Natural Moral Law.
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This answer also achieves full marks.

It is another example of a candidate who has this topic completely
under their control.

The reader is sign-posted through the answer and the range of
language and concepts used are the hallmark of a candidate who has
been exposed to exactly the right material and who is able to use it
with confidence.

Total: 12 marks

Underlining of scholars' names is not essential but it is very helpful for
the reader.
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Question 3

William Barclay's critique of Situation Ethics offers an accessible and highly comprehensible
text for candidates with which to engage. So much of the text welcomes a response and
enables the candidate to draw on their wider knowledge of the theory, without straying away
from the set extract in Q03(a). As an ethical theory that invites analysis, Situation Ethics is
open to a range of approaches, enabling candidates to make connections with other areas of
the specification and other papers they are studying for the qualification.

Responses to Q03(a) were mixed, which reflected the techniques candidates had available to
them to clarify the extract. The question asked candidates to clarify concepts of good and
bad that were thoroughly referenced in the extract. The best answers would inevitably be
those that used the prompts from the extract. Whilst it may be helpful to include wider
aspects of Situation Ethics to clarify the ideas within the extract, they should not be at the
expense of a clear focus on the extract.

Q03(b) invited some very confident answers, but again, the best responses were rooted in an
in-depth knowledge of Situation Ethics, rather than taking a broad-brush to compare some
familiar concepts, such as the appeal to agape, with other ethical theories. There is no
substitute for knowing the details, technical terms, important concepts and scholarly
contributions associated with the theory.
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In their answer to Q03(a) the candidate offers a straightforward
clarification of how Fletcher understood the concepts of goodness and
badness. Their understanding is clear although they could have taken
greater advantage of the extract.

In Q03(b), again, this candidate also shows a solid understanding of the
concepts of Situation Ethics and takes advantage of their knowledge of
Natural Moral Law to draw a critical comparison.

Q03(a): 9 marks

Q03(b): 18 marks

Total: 27 marks
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Situation Ethics shares much with New Testament ethics and it is reasonable that candidates
should be able to make reference to these connections.
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In Q03(a) the candidate focusses on the concepts of intrinsic goodness
and badness as required by the question, but also shows their wider
understanding of the theory. They use technical language and show a
clear awareness of the relevant scholarship.

In Q03(b), the candidate steers a careful path between analysing the
key ideas of Situation Ethics in order to answer the question, and
comparing with Virtue Ethics in order to establish how far Situation
Ethics offers a convincing morality.

Q03(a): 9 marks

Q03(b): 19 marks

Total: 28 marks
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Question 4

The 30-mark question is the high point of the examination, offering candidates the
opportunity to show the extent of their learning and understanding.

Sanctity of life is clearly a topic that candidates were pleased to evaluate. Material was drawn
from a wide range of sources and candidates showed great engagement with applying the
principle to different topics, including abortion, euthanasia, PGD and stem-cell treatments.

Use of sacred texts raised the level of many answers, and those that were able to employ
scholarship to their answers showed great insight to the contemporary dilemma of sanctity
or quality of life. Ethical theories were naturally useful to candidates, although they were not
necessarily the key to the best answers. Some wise candidates made use of Michael
Wilcockson's article from the anthology, to good effect.

Links made between elements of the specification can be made in many ways, some more
subtle than others, but it is important that candidates show the examiners that they are
aware of connections between their areas of study. It is useful for centres to practise this
with candidates during their course.
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This is a detailed, insightful and sophisticated answer, showing a
strong grasp of the topic.

Total: 30 marks
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The candidate explores a range of issues within medical ethics,
responding to the question with confidence and including interesting
links to the New Testament.

Links or connections do not have to be extensive, but they do have to
be clear. This essay offers a helpful example of how this has been well
prepared by the candidate.

This response lies within the top assessment level.

Total: 27 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this examination, candidates are offered the following advice:

Candidates were generally confident and well prepared
Some candidates were still inclined to over-write for the 8 and 12 mark questions, which
subsequently restricted the time available for the 30-mark question
Centres must ensure that candidates have access to the whole specification so they can
answer all questions set
Scholarship, technical language and supported evaluation continued to mark out the
strongest candidates
Candidates must be prepared to write at length for the 30-mark question and show
awareness of connections between areas of the unit and the specification
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

54GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 02

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html


Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.


