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Introduction

This year, there were some excellent and well-crafted responses. Candidates revealed
thorough knowledge, good assessment and analysis, and impressive awareness of the links
to other papers in Q04.

Again, this year, at the highest level, candidates exhibited answers that drew on a range of
detailed and carefully employed knowledge to deconstruct the issues and offer clear and
sustained reasoning and judgement in relation to the question. This was achieved through
reviewing and analysing the strengths and weaknesses of different views and forming clear
judgements. There was a good range of subject-specific vocabulary and a variety of
scholarship used well, in many responses.

There remain some issues of time-management for candidates and centres to improve. In
Q01 candidates should select material from the topic to address the question and not try to
cover a ‘whole topic’ essay in the time and space provided. Many of the candidates who
wrote more than the time and space allowed, ran out of time on other questions; this could
improve with continued centre-based practice.

Candidates wrote well, overall, in questions that require the AO2 skills of ‘Assess,’ ‘Analyse’
and ‘Evaluate’ although some candidates simply outlined content rather than offering
assessment or weighing up of differing positions, therefore they were unable to gain high
marks. For centres, this is an area on which to continue to focus, enabling candidates to
reach the higher levels of the mark scheme.

There were some excellent responses to the anthology extract in Q03(a). Candidates were
able to ‘Clarify’ well for the most part, although the tendency to ‘translate’ or repeat the
passage is still evident for some candidates. The extract should be seen as an opportunity to
expand upon ideas raised and set them in context of the wider topic, whilst not drifting too
far from the text itself. Candidates ‘refer to the passage’ most effectively when it is in short
bursts rather than long lengthy quotations, which then only repeat the content.

The synoptic link element of Q04 was handled well by many candidates, although
unfortunately, it still did not appear in a significant number of answers – thus self-penalising
and limiting the levels of the mark scheme available to some candidates. This link was most
effectively engaged with when clearly sign-posted and then developed in a short paragraph
or two on how the topics linked to each other. Some responses created this link throughout
their answers, with some significant skill.
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Question 1

There were some excellent full, yet concise, responses to this question with detailed
knowledge and understanding of the role of analogy as a tool in comparing the
world/universe with order found in Paley’s watch analogy or Aquinas’ arrow analogy or
aspects of order in the human body, such as the eye, and order in the world etc. Strong
responses also used technical terms in relation to the question with confidence.

Weak answers offered a simple description of examples of analogy in the Design argument
such as the archer and the arrow or Paley’s watch on the heath; there was little recognition of
the role of analogy as a tool. Some candidates tended to list some of Hume’s objections.
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This is an example of an answer that is awarded full marks.

It is detailed, wide-ranging and focussed entirely on the question.

Total: 8 marks

Level 3

Use scholarship to demonstrate your depth of knowledge.
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The material offered is good, if a little brief and underdeveloped.

There is some relevant vocabulary and implied scholarship but one
feels the candidate might have done more with this knowledge.

Total: 6 marks

Level 3

Note the demands of the question and any key words.

Focus your answer on these.
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Question 2

Better candidates were able to demonstrate detailed and accurate knowledge of both
scientific and religious ideas. They used these to address the issue of various debates and
not simply outline ‘contrasting’ views.

Clear structure was evident, which enhanced an answer and enabled candidates to keep to a
manageable amount, rather than write for a 30-mark question. There was good use of
scholarship. Assessment and verdicts were evident, with justified reasoning.

Weaker responses gave brief outlines of a scientific view eg Big Bang opposing a description
of the Genesis story of creation, with little or no reference to the ‘debate’ element of the
question. Some candidates offered a view with little or no reasoning evident and thus limiting
the ‘assess’ nature of the question.
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This is an excellent example of a script earning full marks in this
question.

It has an excellent introduction, good content and it uses scholarship
well.

It is clearly structured and covers a wide range of material, assessing it
carefully.

Total: 12 marks

Level 3

Structure your answer clearly, for maximum impact.
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This script reaches the top of Level 2.

It has a range of material but needs development and it is a little
simplistic in its presentation of the various views offered.

It needs more direct reasoning and judgement, to reach into Level 3.

Total: 8 marks

Level 2

'Assess' clearly in your answer and offer a clear conclusion.
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Question 3

Q03(a)

Good candidates correctly understood elements of the passage and avoided simply
repeating it. Rather, they used it to explain core ideas and often linked it to wider scholarship
on the nature of free will such as Plantinga, Augustine etc. This further illustrated the
clarifications they offered.

Weak answers generally either repeated or paraphrased the extract; some only gave an
account of the inconsistent triad.

Q03(b)

Good candidates presented clear understanding of the problem of evil and gave good
balance to addressing both types – moral and non-moral. Many candidates made good use
of theodicies in their analysis: there was evidence of appropriate use of scholarship in
relation to the issue, notably from Mackie, Epicurus, Augustine, Irenaeus, Draper, Rowe,
Hume and Swinburne etc.

Weaker answers focussed on the general problem of evil and suffering, giving descriptive
accounts, rather than, as the question demanded, whether moral or non-moral evil was
greater. Some others repeated much of the material they used in Q03(a).
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This answer achieves the top of Level 3 for part (a) and part (b), gaining
full marks.

Part (a) illustrates a clear understanding of the idea of free will and
offers some solid reasoning and uses technical vocabulary
appropriately. It is direct and focussed and uses the text well.

Part (b) demonstrates a wide range of knowledge and specialist
language. It deconstructs the issues, leading to clear and coherent
reasoning making use of a variety of points including salient material
from the theodicies identified.

Part (a): 10 marks

Level 3

Part (b): 20 marks

Level 5

Total: 30 marks
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This response reaches Level 3 for part (a) and Level 4 for part (b).

Part (a) uses the text and expands upon some of the salient features.

It could be developed further but it covers a range of ideas.

Part (b) remains focussed on the issues of moral evil and non-moral
evil. It deconstructs religious issues and makes reasoned judgements
considering a more appropriate understanding of the role of
theodicies.

This response could also be developed further in terms of detail to
reach the next level, but it is a clear and secure answer.

Part (a): 7 marks

Part (b): 16 marks

Total: 23 marks

Explain the terms clearly when needed, to demonstrate your
understanding.
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Question 4

Strong candidates were able to offer detailed engagement with a range of critiques of
religious belief, such as the sociological, psychological, modern or moral critiques. Marx was
a particularly popular approach, along with those of Westphal, Freud, Durkheim and
Dawkins. Overall, answers were focussed, precise, and detailed and developed well, with
‘evaluation’ of their decisiveness, or not, as the case may be.

Weaker candidates described one or more of the critiques briefly and lacked evaluation.
Some offered the problem of evil as a critique and, whilst deserving credit, these answers
generally lacked the depth of engagement expected.

A clear structure to the longer essays is very useful.

It helps to sign-post your link section to the examiner, so that it is clear what other
component, that you have studied, you are linking to this topic.
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This essay is a fine example of a script that was awarded full marks.

It includes a wide range of knowledge and specialist language and
terminology is selected and used well throughout.

It makes careful coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements of the question and regularly considers the question.

It is focussed throughout and provides convincing conclusions that are
justified by the candidate.

The link to Buddhism is handled well and is related to the question
carefully.

Total: 30 marks

Level 5
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This is a good, solid response, covering a range of ideas.

It has coherent chains of reasoning and appraises the evidence but this
is an area that could be developed or 'sharpened up' to push it higher
up the mark scheme.

The synoptic link is not evident.

Total: 23 marks

Level 4

Maintain your focus on the question.

Apply your knowledge to the question, with clear comment
throughout.

44GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 01



Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

Select material carefully to answer the question set: for an 8-mark question, do not use
everything you would use for a larger question; focus your work to the marks and space
available
Remember to make your analytical comment clear. Offer an assessment of, or verdict on,
a position rather than simply present an alternative view eg ‘however others argue’
without judgement
Read the question carefully and refer to it at times to maintain focus in your answer
Ensure scholars' names are used with correct spellings and views attributed to them
For Q04 make the synoptic link clear. It is useful (although not the only way to achieve this)
to indicate the topic you are linking to, by naming it directly for example ‘This links to the
Study of a Religion paper topic of Sources of Authority where ... because...’ Candidates do
not need to be this explicit, but it is one way to sign-post that the requirements for a Level
5 response have been attempted
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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