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Introduction

The general understanding of this paper continues to improve year on year and so it
was reassuring to note, that most centres have strengthened the preparation of their
candidates to meet the criteria of this specification. The candidates who did well
demonstrated a personal engagement with the concepts and were also able to develop
their responses well. However, there were some candidates who, although they
demonstrated knowledge, did not fully articulate this in order to show understanding.

It was encouraging to see that the majority of candidates attempted all the questions.

The questions on the paper this year were:

QO01: Explore key features of beliefs about angels within Islam.

QO02: Assess the diversity of ways Muslims practise the five pillars.

QO03: Assess the significance of the Qur'an as the basis for Muslim belief.
QO04(a): Explore key features of Hadith.

Q04(b): Analyse the implications of Hadith for Muslim living today.

Better responses were able to establish relevance and this in turn enabled examiners
to identify why a particular point had been made. Good candidates clearly reflected on
issues, rather than merely learning them, thus providing thoughtful insights. In doing
so, they were able to offer effective arguments. Successful candidates were consistent
throughout the paper in demonstrating sound knowledge and understanding such as

Question 1

Candidates generally answered this question well. Higher scoring candidates clearly
explained features of angles including the roles and responsibilities of different named
angels, such as Israfil blowing the trumpet on the day of judgment and Jibreel
communicating with Messengers. The best answers explained intricate points of belief
such as angels being created from light and having no free will and linked this to the
importance of the belief in angels for Muslims.

Lower scoring candidates did not provide enough detail within their answer or provide
adequate features. For example, only one or two features were mentioned and no
further detail was provided.

Question 2

Candidates generally performed well on this question. The highest scoring answers
compared the practise of the five pillars between varying groups if Muslims, highlighting



their differences and similarities. Examples included different points of law for Sunni
and Shi‘a Muslims around prayer and Zakah. The highest scoring candidates were very
clear on how the five pillars related to identity with some very articulate answers. These
included ideas such as prayer providing a collective identity as it can be read in
congregation and is a common feature for Muslims.

Lower scoring candidates were very descriptive of the individual pillars and did not
adequately develop AO2 material or link this to identity. These answers were mostly
descriptive.

Question 3

High scoring candidates were confident with this answer and were able to articulately
answer the question with a tight focus of the significance of the Qur'an. The AO2
material in higher scoring answers highlighted various reasons as to why the Qur’an is
significant such as the belief that it is Divine and the basis for Islamic law which would
impact how Muslims live. The significance of the Qur'an was often contrasted to other
sources of Shari‘ah such as Hadith and scholarly interpretation. The focus on
significance was where candidates scored the highest marks.

Lower scoring responses were rather descriptive around what the Qur‘an is how it was
revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. These answers did not have a focus on significance
and were very weak on their AO2 material. It is important that candidates are familiar
with the differing requirements of AO1 and AO?2.

Question 4a

This question was not answered as well as it could have been. It was surprising that
most candidates did not provide key details around the features of Hadith. There was
no real mention of components such as chain or narrators and text. There were also no
real details around the assessment criteria by many candidates and how differently
assessed hadith have different applications. Terms such as Sahih (sound) or Hasan
(good/acceptable) were barely used. Most candidates did highlight that Hadith are the
recorded sayings of the Prophet Muhammad. Again, a detailed explanation of this was
not included in answers. Hadith literature includes the sayings, actions, descriptions and
silences of the Prophet Muhammad.

Question 4b

Candidates who scored highly on this question were very good and focusing on the
implications of Hadith for Muslim living. This included analysing how Hadith are



interpreted and how they are used alongside the Qur‘an for guidance. Some good
arguments were also used to suggest that Hadith literature is not relevant today as they
are outdated. There were also some arguments which referred to the numerous ways
Hadith can be interpreted such as metaphorical or literal. Examples were used by some
of the highest scoring candidates where specific instances of Hadith were put forward
that shape Muslim practise such as rituals relating to prayer.

Lower scoring candidates did highlight some implications but they were not very well
developed or and lacked detailed analysis of these implications.
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