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General Marking Guidance 

 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners must mark the first 

candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be rewarded for what 

they have shown they can do rather than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not according to their 

perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark scheme should be used 

appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Examiners should 

always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer matches the mark scheme. 

Examiners should also be prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s 

response is not worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the principles by 

which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team leader must be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it with an 

alternative response. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Paper 8RS0 01: Philosophy of Religion - June 2024      
Mark scheme        
 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

1 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, 

understanding and specialist language and terminology when 

responding to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 

• The Ontological Argument is an a priori, analytical and 

deductive argument. 

• Anselm first devised the argument in his book the Proslogion. 

• Anselm defined God as ‘that than which nothing greater can be 

conceived’. 

• The Ontological Argument claims to prove the existence of God 

simply by reflecting on the idea of God. 

• The Ontological Argument entails God’s necessary existence. 

   (8) 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 

Level 2 3–5 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of understanding 

(AO1). 

Level 3 6–8 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth 

of understanding (AO1). 

  



 
 

 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

• Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 4–6 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 

Level 3 7–9 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements 

in the question (AO2) 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

2 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and 

evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding using specialist language and 

terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting 

the AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

• The design argument for God’s existence provides an 

explanation for evidence of order in the universe. 

• The conditions for life being ‘exactly right’ randomly and 

appearing without intention are so small that the existence of 

God is the best explanation for them. 

• The existence of irreducible complexity in some molecules 

implies an intelligent designer and that designer is God. 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing 

analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such 

responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and 

understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to 

AO2. 

• The cumulative effect of the combination of temporal and spatial 

order supports the argument for a designer; therefore, 

strengthening the claim that God exists. 

• The world appears designed because the design argument links 

empirical and analogical reasoning. 

• The anthropic principle is supportive of the argument that the 

world appears designed because the entire universe has 

conditions that work together to produce human life. 

• The inductive leap inferring the designer of the world is God is 

contentious and therefore undermines the argument that the 

world is designed.  

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able 

to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1. (9) 



 
 

 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

3 3 marks AO1, 6 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.   

 

• Conversion experiences can be understood as the work of God revealing 

himself through nature, or directly to a person which leads them to adopt a 

religious belief. 

• Conversion experiences can be dramatic such as the Apostle Paul 

experience on the way to Damascus. 

• Conversion experiences could be understood as a psychological event 

originating in the mind of a person. 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

• Conversion experiences have often been used to appeal to God because 

some people are ignorant of more straight forward physical or psychological 

explanations. 

• A conversion experience does not prove the existence of God because there 

would be no empirical data to verify such a claim; no matter how real it 

might have appeared to the person claiming the experience. 

• A conversion experience is considered by some as a security blanket 

because people convert to religion to escape the horrors of the outside 

world. 

• However, it could be argued that a conversion experience might offer proof 

for the existence of God because the experience may lead to a change of 

direction, a new sense of purpose in life and in some cases even a complete 

change of career from the secular to the religious. 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 

beyond the top of Level 1. 



 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–3 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Information/issues are identified (AO2). 

• Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 4–6 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).  

• Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic chain 

of reasoning (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

Level 3 7–9 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 



 
 

 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–2 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 

Level 2 3–5 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of 

understanding (AO1). 

Level 3 6–8 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious 

ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth 

of understanding (AO1). 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

4(a) 8 marks AO1 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 

and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following. 

 

• Some suffering may be related to responsible agents who cause suffering, 

including God. 

• Some instances of natural suffering are not a result of human action, such 

as earthquakes, and God seems to lack the power to alleviate the suffering. 

• Moral evil (caused by human activity) can be linked to inaction such as to 

purposefully ignore a cry for help; whereas natural evil (causes pain and 

suffering to humanity) does not involve morality, for example, congenital 

diseases. 

• The inconsistent triad highlights the idea that the attributes of God are 

inconsistent with all types of suffering. 

• The combination of moral and non-moral suffering highlights the problem of 

the scale of suffering. 



 
 

Question 

number 

Indicative content 

4(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 

 

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 

Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

using specialist language and terminology when responding to the 

question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

• John Hick developed the Irenaean theodicy, with his ‘vale of soul making’ 

approach. 

• Suffering is an aspect of the ‘vale of soul making’ solution.  

• It is about the development of the soul where people grow, and are shaped, 

by their suffering. 

 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 

evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 

underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

• Evil is undeniably unpleasant, but because evil is an essential 

part of the development of moral perfection that Hick described 

as ‘soul making’. 

• This solution succeeds because Hick argued that humans are 

created as children of God, in the image of God, with the 

potential to achieve perfection in the future when they will be 

in the likeness of God. 

• Hick argues that suffering is essential for soul making because 

it is only through suffering that qualities such as courage, trust 

and tolerance have an opportunity to emerge. 

• This solution appears to solve the problem of suffering because 

it provides a rational explanation for why the God of classical 

theism permits both natural and moral evil. 

• Hick’s soul making solution offers a positive perspective of 

God’s position and actions in the face of evil being present in 

the world. 

• Although Hick's solution explains suffering, it fails to justify the 

extent and severity of suffering in the world. 

 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 

marks beyond the top of Level 1. 

  



 
 

 

 

  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–5 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Information/issues may be selected (AO2). 

• Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 

• Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

• Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 2 6–10 • A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 

(AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 

• Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

• Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 3 11–15 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, 

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple chain of 

reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 

question (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

(AO2). 

• Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 4 16–20 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 

throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question (AO2). 

• Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive 

appraisal of evidence (AO2). 
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