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Buddhism
Paper Introduction
This specification was examined for the first time this year.
The examination contained four questions - with the final question
having a part a and a part b.
Questions 1 and 4a were designed to test AO1.
Questions 2, 3 and 4b were designed to test both AO1 and AO2.
8RS0_4F_Q01
Question Introduction
Question 1 will always be 'Explore'. 8 AO1 marks are available. In the
context of this specification and the exam paper explore asks candidates
to demonstrate understanding by investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas. This question asked candidates to explore the key
features of inititation into the khalsa. A significant minority of candidates
just outlined the events of the founding of the khalsa and as such they
were limited in the marks they could gain. This shows the need to read
the question carefully and ensure that the response is answering the
right question rather than the one we have assumed when seeing a key
word that the candidate recognises.
Introduction
This response gains a level 3- 7 marks.
Examiner Comment
In this response the candidate clearly outlines the festures of the
initiation. This response shows a broad range of religious ideas and
beliefs. The depth of understanding is also quite good as they outline
the events of the initiation. The reason is, does not gain all 8 marks for
the response is that to some extent the depth of understanding is not
consistently shown - there are examples of it such as the refeence to
saint soldier - but it could have done this more consistently for example
in developing the importance of the panj piare. This is, however, a good
answer.
Examiner Tip
Ensure that a range of specialist knoweldge is selected and used
appropriately throughout

8RS0_4F_Q02
Question Introduction
This question asked candidates to assess the significance of the
founding of the sangha. Assess, as used in this question, requires a
reasoned argument of factors to reach a judgement regarding their
importance/relevance to the question context. It is worth 9 marks with 3
being assigned to AO1 and 6 to AO2. Within this question, as with all
questions, the level descriptors are key in marking the answers
provided.
This question about the significance of Guru Gobind Singh was generally
answered very well. Candidiates were aware of events of the life of Guru
Gobind Singh and his significance/ contribution to Sikh identity.
Candidates variously focussed on his example, his writing of the Dasam
Granth, the founding of the Khalsa and the assignation of the Guru
Granth Sahib as the eternal Guru.
Introduction
This response gained Level 3- 9 marks.
Examiner Comment
Within this response there is clear evidence of the candidate meeting all
of the requirements for Level 3. There is a wide range of knowledge
shown - the first paragraph uses information about the creation of the
khalsa and is able to use them to construct a reasoned judgement that
shows a logical chain of reasoning based on the knowledge shown. This
response outlines four significant contributions of Guru Gobind Singh
and is able to explain them well using logical chains of reasoning to
illustrate his significance.
Examiner Tip
In this question this is not required but this enables them to assess its
significance in greater detail and evidence reasoned judgements.

Introduction
This response is awarded a Level 3- 9 marks
Examiner Comment
Although being awarded the same marks as the last example this
response utilises a clearer fraework for answering the question. Both are
successful and this shows the diversity of approach that is possible. This
meets all the requirements of a Level 3 answer - it is able evidence:

•

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

•

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

•

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

This response clearly outlines why he might be significant and then links
the knowledge to form a chain of reasoning showing his significance.
Examiner Tip
This candidate is very clear in linking their response to the question.
This is important and shows that the candidate is very clearly answering
the question rather than going off on tangents. It would be useful for all
candidates to bring the points they are making back to the question
being asked at various points through the response

8RS0_4F_Q03
Question Introduction
This question asked candidates to assess the significance of the
founding of the sangha. Assess, as used in this question, requires a
reasoned argument of factors to reach a judgement regarding their
importance/relevance to the question context. It is worth 9 marks with 3
being assigned to AO1 and 6 to AO2. Within this question, as with all
questions, the level descriptors are key in marking the answers
provided.
This question about the significance of the sangat was generally
answered very well. Candidiates were aware of the sangat and its
significance/ contribution to Sikh identity. Candidates variously focussed
on the identity and support that the sangat can bring. Particuallry
pleasing was a focus on the physical and virtual sangat by a large
number of candidates. A number of candidates were also able to use
passages from the Guru Granth Sahib to support their answers which
was pleasing to see,
Introduction
This response was awarded Level 3- 9 marks
Examiner Comment
Within this response there is clear evidence of the candidate meeting all
of the requirements for Level 3. There is a wide range of knowledge
shown- the first paragraph uses information about the sangat and is
able to use them to construct a reasoned judgement that shows a logical
chain of reasoning based on the knowledge shown. The final paragraph
shows how an exploration of the virtual sangat can be used to discuss
its significance.
Examiner Tip
This candidate does not include an alternative viewpoint. In this
question this is not required but some candidates may find that for some
questions including such may enable them to assess its significance in
greater detail and evidence reasoned judgements.

8RS0_4F_Q04
Question Introduction
Question 4 is split into two sections: a and b. These questions will be
linked in theme but are looking for different things. The a question will
always be 'Explore'. This follows the same format as question 1 and 8
AO1 marks are available. In the context of this specification and the
exam paper explore asks candidates to demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons, concepts and ideas. This question asked
candidates to explore the Sikh teachings about the divine. This question
was answered fairly well by the majority of candidates.
Question b is always asks candidates to 'Analyse'. In the context of the
specification and exam paper this requires candidates to "Deconstruct
information and/or issues to find connections and provide logical chains
of reasoning in order to make judgement’s regarding their
important/relevance to the question context." In this 5 marks are
available for AO1 and 15 for AO2. In practice these are assigned in the
context of the levels of response. It is important, as with all other
questions that the levels of response are used in practice exam
questions. This question required candidates to analyse the view that
Sikh beliefs about God were different to those held by the sant
movement prior to Guru Nanak. The responses to this question were
very mixed with some candidates talking about every aspect of the sant
movement rather thhan focussing their answer around beliefs about
God. A careful reading of the question would have aided these
candidates.
Introduction
Question 4a was awarded a Level 2- 5 marks
Question 4b was awarded a Level 3- 12 marks
Examiner Comment
4a This repsonse used a range of knwoledge utilising specialist language
to explore the nature of the divine within Sikhism. Although there is the
beginning of a wide range these elements do not show a depth of
understanding that would be required for a level 3.
4b This response uses a range of knowledge to support the arguments
that they are making but the chains of reasoning that are in evidence
are simple in nature. They are very one dimensional in approach- very
much the candidate makes a point which is briefly commeted on and
then moves onto the next. As such the connections that are made are of
many elements of the question but not all. What is pleasing with this
answer is the fact that it is focussed, for the most part, around beliefs
about God and so maintains the focus on the question being asked

throughout. The judgements that are made throughout the response are
supported by an attempt to appraise evidence.
Examiner Tip
For 4b this response lacks logical chains of reasoning- by this what is
meant is the evaluation of the points being made and linking it back to
the question. As identified above the chains are very simplistic and need
to be explored in greater detail evidencing greater analysis.

Paper Summary
Some candidates displayed an excellent detailed knowledge and
understanding of specific religious teachings and practices and were able
to look at other points of view objectively. At the same time, there were
candidates who appeared to have only limited knowledge and
understanding of the specification, and who sometimes wrote a great
deal of general knowledge surrounding a topic, without directly
addressing the specific question. These will be explored in greater detail
as this report considers each question.
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