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Introduction
This is the first examination of Christianity as part of the new GCE AS Religious Studies
specification (8RS0).
The examination has four compulsory questions (this is the main distinction between this
specification and the previous 6RS01/01) and is 1 hour long. There are 54 marks available
across two sections. Section A consists of three extended, open-response questions
with a total of 26 marks available and Section B has one two-part essay question with
part (b) providing an opportunity for an extended response that enables candidates to
offer sustained analysis and evaluation. The content is focused on an in-depth study of
Christianity in terms of ‘Religious beliefs, values and teachings; Sources of wisdom and
authority; Practices that shape and express religious identity’.
Most candidates attempted all the questions although a number of candidates left some
questions blank, particularly question 3. Successful candidates were generally consistent
throughout the paper in demonstrating sound knowledge and understanding such as:
Q1 - ability to show the ‘Trinitarian’ aspect from within the Old Testament and the New
Testament
Q2 - focused on the precise demands of the question and demonstrated Orthodox
understanding of the Eucharist with a number demonstrating the contrast between the nonsacramental nature of Quakers and the Salvation Army
Q3 - answers that explored the links with Authority, Succession, and Evangelism
Q4a - some excellent wide ranging surveys of issues about the divinity and humanity of
Jesus found in Ebionitism and Gnosticism, for example, enabling candidates to score highly
Q4b – effective answers explained Arianism and its religious underpinnings whilst locating it
historically in the development of Christian doctrine.
Less successful candidates lacked the ability to develop their answers, especially in
questions 2 and 3 where ‘assess’ invited evaluation which weaker candidates failed to give.
The following weaknesses were evidenced:
Q1 – weak answers were devoid of a biblical basis and biblical references.
Q2 – weak responses gave limited beliefs about the Eucharist rather than using different
practices as a platform for these beliefs
Q3 - many who attempted this struggled with the idea of Apostolicity which was poorly
understood
Q4a - weaker responses gave minimal material from the NT such as ‘saviour’ and ‘messiah’
without embracing the aspect of the actual ‘Early Church’ post Christ’s resurrection &
ascension through to the 5th century AD
Q4b - many failed to grasp the intent of the question and petered out after a page (or less)
with answers that had little to say about the significance of the heresy in the development of
Christianity.
Candidates need to understand that examiners cannot make assumptions about what they
are writing, they can only mark what candidates have actually written. It should be noted
that candidates need to understand what the questions are asking for in terms of the trigger
words ‘explore, assess, analyse’ in order to offer responses that achieve high marks. Centres
GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4B

3

need to ensure the whole of the specification is taught because there are no ‘options’ or
‘choices’ of questions available and so candidates could be asked a question from anywhere
within the specification.
The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question and specific
examples with the aim of highlighting areas of good practice which can be used to help
prepare candidates for future 8RS0/4B examinations.
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Question 1
Overall candidate performance on this question was good. Many candidates were able to
identify a ‘biblical basis’ for the Trinity. However there were many candidates who failed
to underpin their response with direct or even indirect (implicit) reference to the biblical
source. By ignoring the demand of the question some candidates did not manage to
score as highly as they might otherwise have done. On the other hand some candidates
were correct in claiming that there is no specific mention of Trinity in the Bible but then
proceeded to demonstrate that the ‘concept’ was indeed present in the Bible by referencing
relevant narrative accordingly.
Equally there was some good use of a wide range of material including references to the
Baptism of Jesus (the great Commission Matthew 28: 'Go forth and teach all nations in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit'). Some answers also explored references to
creation (God’s spirit moving over the waters) and in particular the ‘us’ in 'let us make man in
our own image'. Some established God the Father as Creator, the presence of the spirit over
the waters at Creation and God sending his Son Jesus as the basis for Trinitarian theology,
with the very best responses accurately quoting biblical references.
Centres should remind candidates that they should provide developed responses rather
than bullet points or single sentences to demonstrate their understanding.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate immediately defines the term
'Trinity' and subsequently indicates the lack of
actual mention of this term in the Bible itself.
The term is effectively unpacked by showing
how Christians interpret some of the teaching
as evidence. The identification of 'Elohim' from
the Old Testament as plural is very good. Further
quotes/references to the biblical basis enhance
the quality of this response that is well crafted
and argued. Consequently this candidate achieved
the full 8 marks available.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate is focused immediately on the demands of
the question and starts each paragraph by either directly
referencing the Bible in some way or stating what is
contained (implicitly) in the Bible. The roles of the three
persons of the Trinity in the Old and New Testament is a
good way to answer this question and this the candidate
does well. This response is a full and wide ranging answer
that achieves the full 8 marks available.

Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure they do not offer
irrelevant material from Barth and Rahner on the
Trinity (which a number of candidates did) without
linking it to the biblical basis. A substantial amount
of material was presented which failed to answer
the question, as this material was not set in the
context of a ‘biblical’ connection, failing to address
the wording of the question as set.
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Question 2
Many candidates focused on the various understandings of the belief about the Eucharist.
However this question asked for diversity of practice and how this might be justified by
diverse beliefs. Some responses only talked of the diverse beliefs and failed to identify the
diversity of practices ensuing from these beliefs. On the other hand it was pleasing to see
some answers that began with a discussion on how Orthodox Christians consecrated the
elements behind the iconostasis and why. Generally candidates managed to engage with
a range of technical terms such as transubstantiation, transignification, consubstantiation,
memorialism, real presence, virtualism, and transfinalisation, with their use fluently applied
by the better responses.
Furthermore other good answers were able to outline some of the different practices
– e.g. who performs the Eucharist, who eats and drinks what and in what format, with
explanations as to why this is done differently – i.e. because there are different beliefs about
what these actions might demonstrate, represent or involve.
Weaker responses included the mention of bread as opposed to wafers, but not many
spoke of Chalice or cups, or how the 'host' was delivered (into the hands, or straight to the
mouth), whether vestments and colours were used, or incense and bells and how they were
used; whether there was chanting or not, or choirs or instruments for music or not.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate has given a comprehensive and insightful
treatment to the question. There is some good 'assessing'
evident along with a clear focus on 'diversity of practice' derived
from belief and reasons for that belief. Appropriate use of
technical terms and engagement with various denominational
stances towards the Eucharist are present.
Consequently this answer reflects the criteria for the top of
Level 3 in the mark scheme as it demonstrates clear knowledge
and understanding, and constructs a coherent and wellreasoned response that includes the full range of elements in
the question. This response achieved 9 marks.

Examiner Tip

Centres might consider the manner in which
delivery of the terms 'belief' and 'practice' are
undertaken when teaching not only this topic
(so what actually 'happens' as well as what
is 'believed' about the elements) but other
relevant topics too from the specification which
deal with belief and practice.
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Examiner Comments

This is a slightly different approach to the question
but one that is valid. The candidate immediately
compares and contrasts two different denominational expressions of the Eucharist: the Roman
Catholic approach and the Baptist approach. The
response then makes some very good identification of similarities along with the distinctive aspects
of the two chosen denominations. The response
covers both AO1 and AO2 material that results in a
very high calibre of answer. The candidate arrives
at a conclusion drawn from the preceding discussion and claims that the '...most significant reason
for why practices of the Eucharist differ is the differing interpretations of the purpose of the Eucharist'. This response received 9 marks.

Examiner Tip

Try and keep the question, as set,
apparent in answering this type of
question by referring to the question
or parts of the question throughout the
discussion. This candidate does this
effectively in all three paragraphs.
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Question 3
This question produced some very mixed responses from candidates. Some candidates
actually explained what 'Apostolicity' meant and why it is important, which is what the
question asked for. Good answers explored 'Apostolicity' and made links to Authority,
Succession, Evangelism and Ministry, and evaluated those links fully. Some of the best
candidates talked about the contribution of Cyprian of Carthage and some were also able to
note the significance of the phrase ‘Apostolic Church’ in the Nicene Creed. Many candidates
avoided this question altogether, and many of those who attempted it struggled with
the idea of 'Apostolicity'. Generally the term was poorly understood and although some
candidates did, correctly, highlight it as part of the four aspects of the nature of the Church
they then engaged with the other three aspects (unity, catholicity and holy) to the neglect
of 'Apostolicity' itself, and thus penalised themselves by not addressing the demands of the
question as set. However, better responses compared 'Apostolicity' with some of the other
aspects of the nature of the Church and explained why other aspects were important. Some
responses linked Reformation material effectively, for example identifying the challenge to
authority and the call to return to scripture.
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Examiner Comments

This response was very closely focused on the question and consequently after setting
'Apostolicity' within the context of the Nicene creed the candidate proceeded to contrast
this with another aspect of the nature of the Church, that of 'catholicity'. This was done
well and enhanced the quality of the evaluation and assessment given. The contribution of
Cyprian of Carthage was used effectively and developed in terms of the implications arising
for the Church. Overall a very good response that was awarded the full marks of 9.

Examiner Tip

This is a good example of the candidate not giving everything they might
know on the topic (Apostolicity) but carefully selecting and using relevant
material to give a full and detailed answer that achieved full marks. A
general piece of advice here for candidates is not to offer everything they
know but to demonstrate good knowledge and understanding by selecting
and applying relevant material.
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Examiner Comments

This response addresses the question mainly from the
perspective of the Roman Catholic Church. This is a valid
way to respond to the question. The candidate selects some
very relevant material and evaluates it well, for example
the process of succession and why apostolicity is important
along with the role of the 'magisterium'. They then go on to
give a 'compare and contrast' approach with the Protestant
Christian view that apostolic succession was not meant to
happen and that the Pope has no authority for the Church.
The candidate has shown clear knowledge and understanding
and developed a consistently focused answer that was
awarded the full 9 marks.

Examiner Tip

In this type of question where there are other aspects
to the topic it is good practice to take a 'compare and
contrast' approach, because by doing so the candidate
will be evaluating and thus be able to achieve marks in
the top Level band.
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Question 4
Part a) responses saw some good answers that referenced the Ebionites, Saballeians and
Docetists and these were used to demonstrate who Jesus was while some identified the key
issue and used the heresies to explain how the understanding of who Jesus was became
established. Some candidates worked the concepts of Kingship, Messiah, Son of Man and
Son of God as elements that appertained to the nature of Jesus. Weaker responses gave a
minimal amount of material from the NT such as ‘saviour’ ‘messiah’ without embracing the
wider context of the actual ‘Early Church’ post Christ’s resurrection & ascension through to
the 5th century AD. Similarly there were some weak answers that dived straight into the
argument between Arius and Athanasius and consequently left them either repeating, or
having no material for, part b). What could not be credited (unless they were in some way
firmly linked to the demands of the question) were Reformation and modern scholars. Some
very weak responses did not understand the issue of the ‘nature’ of Jesus and wrote that he
was loving and taught forgiveness. In other words his nature was that he was a decent chap
rather than whether he was human, divine or both. No candidates engaged with the biblical
phrase 'Jesus is Lord', or with the Kerygma, both of which would have provided relevant
material.
Part b) offered a broad scope to show a wide understanding of teachings about God and
Christ. Some responses explained Arianism in terms of its philosophical and religious
underpinnings and located it historically in Arius and Athanasius, making mention of the
councils of the early church which met to discuss aspects of Christology to be agreed upon.
The quality of these responses was very good, and many pursued the significance of the
heresy on the church through to Calvin, Luther and even to recent discussions on Process
Theology.
The numbers of students who completely failed to grasp the intent of the question and
either left the space blank or petered out weakly after a page (or less) with answers that
had little to say about the significance of the heresy in the development of Christianity was
disappointing, although some dealt with the context of the debate and the differing views
whilst paying little attention to the subsequent development of the Church.

GCE Religious Studies 8RS0 4B

19

Examiner Comments

This candidate immediately gets to the intent of the
question and identifies the issue of whether Jesus was
wholly human and/or wholly divine. There emerges an
exploration of various elements including Arius and
Athanasius as well as adoptionism, Sabelliansm and
Augustinian thinking. An answer that was awarded the full
marks of 8.

Examiner Tip

For part a) of question 4 candidates would be well
advised to briefly look at what part b) is asking
for and try and aim not to use material in part
a) that would be more suitable for part b). This
response competently makes use of relevant part
b) material without the 'analysis' element that, in
this case, was reserved for part b) itself.
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Examiner Comments

An excellent response that addressed the demands of
the question in a full and effective way. The candidate
gets straight to the heart of the matter and explores
the nature of Jesus by referencing a range of relevant
material which has been selected and applied in an
apposite manner, for example: the understanding
of Christology and the nature of Jesus; Docetics and
Ebionites; Arius and the debate about the 'trinity'
culminating in the Council of Chalcedon. This answer
was at the mid-level 3 band and was awarded 7.

Examiner Tip

It is important that candidates fully
justify the material selected in order to
be able to have access to the full marks
in a question like this.
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Examiner Comments

This response tackled the question well, even though the
candidate had used some vital material in their response to
part a), they managed to develop a response that embraced
new material whilst at the same time acknowledging relevant
material used in part a) without direct repetition. The response
is lacking in organisation as Barth and Rahner are discussed
in detail along with some referencing of McGrath before
returning to the significance of the Arian heresy and its impact
on the development of Christianity. It might have been better
to have placed this material after the further discussion of
the significance of the Arian heresy. A good conclusion that
arrives at a justified and supported position drawn from the
preceding analysis is evident. Whilst there is a disjointed feel to
the response overall there is sufficient demonstration of sound
knowledge and understanding along with some critical analysis
that is, at times, insightful. Overall the quality of the response
meets the criteria for Level 4 with a mark of 18.

Examiner Tip

Candidates have limited time for detailed descriptions. For
analysis questions such as this, candidates need to focus
their responses in such a way as to utilise their knowledge
and understanding to underpin evaluative content to
achieve the higher marks in the top Level band.
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Examiner Comments

This response gained 20 (full) marks overall.
This answer demonstrates good knowledge and understanding that is
immediately evident in the opening paragraph with the explanation of what
the Arian heresy was. It is a coherent response that is well structured and,
though narrowly focused, it is well developed by moving from description of
the heresy to its impact on the Early Church and a recognition of the nuances
of the debate surrounding the divinity/humanity of Jesus. It is consistent in
the use of appropriate terminology and there is evidence of some analysis
and evaluation leading to a synthesis of knowledge and concepts. There
is clear knowledge of the arising issues with implications identified and
sufficiently explored. There is an awareness of different perspectives and
contexts from which these issues have been developed. It is succinct in its
delivery and mostly accurate in its details. It is a good example of a relatively
short response that is high on quality and consequently meets all the criteria
at the top of Level 4.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
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•

Take time and care to consider the precise demands of the question by engaging with
the relevant trigger words such as 'explore', 'assess', and 'analyse'

•

Ensure answers do not give a partial or limited response, especially for the assess/
analyse questions where often the AO1 material has failed to be evaluated and no
focused consideration offered on the issues identified

•

Try to avoid making assertions or assumptions without offering supporting reasoning
and/or examples

•

For question 4b candidates might consider coming to a judgement or take a position in
the conclusion

•

Try and ensure that sufficient detail(s) are present in the 8 mark assess responses to
reach the higher marks
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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