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Judaism

The first major Jewish philosopher was Philo (ca. 20 BCE-ca. CE 50), a cultured
Alexandrian whose commitments to his people were evident in his embassy to Caligula
on their behalf, but also in his creative synthesis of Platonic, Stoic, and Biblical ideas.
Adapting the Stoic technique of allegory, Philo presented the Torah as a paradigm of
the rational legislation Plato had called for, a law that grounds its commands in reasons,
not sheer sanctions or obscure mysteries. Underlying the Law’s authority was God’s role
as the Creator, not as arbitrary lord but as source of the wisdom manifest in nature and
echoed in the Mosaic norms pursuing human harmony, creativity, and charity. It was by
wisdom that God made his love manifest. For the plan of nature, the Logos (a concept
appropriated by Jewish, Christian, and Muslim thinkers) was at once nature’s immanent
archetype and God'’s transcendent attribute. In nature and in the Law we grasp,

as it were, God’s idea.

Philo spoke of philosophy as the handmaiden of theology. But it was to philosophy,

not astrology, that he entrusted theology. Through his eyes we see the Torah as a
philosophical text — Genesis, not just as a creation myth but as a self-conscious effort
to fathom the natural world, by reference to the act of an utterly transcendent — yet
not inscrutable — God. He finds in Moses the philosophical lawgiver for whom Plato
had hoped. But reliance on a single individual’s discretion is gone, displaced by a calm
confidence in the norms of the Law; and philosophy guides the reading of those norms.
For human wisdom reflects the wisdom that founded the Law.

(Source: adapted from Goodman, L. Judaism; Quinn, P. and Taliaferro, C. (ed),
A Companion to Philosophy of Religion, Blackwell, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on Page 3.
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