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Christianity

Christian theism is a specification of more generic religious conceptions. At the most
general level, it is an instance of William James's ‘religious hypothesis’:

1 There is a higher universe.
2 We are better off if we believe this and act accordingly.

3 Communion with the higher universe‘is a process wherein work is really done, and
effects produced in the visible world.

James'’s ‘higher universe’ can be interpreted in a number of ways, however - as an
impersonal power or force, as ‘emptiness, as cosmic law, and so on. Theists construe

it as God — an omniscient mind, an omnipotent will, an unlimited love. Christians are
distinguished from other theists by their understanding of the Godhead as both one and
three, and by their belief that God has redeemed the world through Jesus of Nazareth.

Many philosophical difficulties which the literature associates with Christianity are
problems for any religious worldview. Whether religious hypotheses are metaphysically
otiose (serves no practical purpose), for example, and naturalism sufficient. Or whether
religious language is cognitively meaningful and (if it is) what kind of meaning it has.
Or whether experience of the “higher universe” is genuinely possible.

(Source: adapted from Wainwright, W. ‘Christianity’ in Quinn, P. and Taliaferro, C. (ed)
A Companion to Philosophy of Religion, Blackwell, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on Page 3.
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