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Buddhism

Buddhism may be described as a consequentialist ethic embodying the ideal of ultimate 
happiness for the individual, as well as a social ethic with a utilitarian stance concerned 
with the material and spiritual well-being of mankind. In keeping with this stance, 
Buddhism also has a strong altruistic component, specially embodied in the four sublime 
virtues of Iovingkindness, compassion, sympathetic joy and equanimity. 

The Buddha emphasizes the role of duties and obligations in relevant contexts. The 
Buddhist approach to duties and rights is more a humanistic than a legalistic one. 
Second, while considering duties and rights as important, the Buddha never elevated 
them into an ethic of duty and obligation as found in Western ethical systems. In ethical 
systems emerging in the Judeo-Christian tradition, a breach of duties is tied to the notion 
of feeling guilty about wrongdoing. Sin and guilt and worry over past offences are not 
concepts that fit into the Buddhist analysis of wrong-doing. In fact it is a difficult task to 
find a Pali equivalent in the discourses for notions like guilt in the context of wrongdoing. 
In general wrongdoing is described as unskilled action, as unwholesome, as a defilement 
etc. In fact, worry and restlessness, as well as unhealthy fears regarding wrongs done, 
are considered as obstructions to the leading of a morally good life. Thus while concepts 
of duty and obligations, as well as of justice and righteousness, play a part in Buddhist 
ethics, they are integrated within the broader humanistic and consequentialist ethics of 
Buddhism.

(Source: adapted from de Silva P. ‘Buddhist Ethics’ – in Singer P (ed.)  
A Companion to Ethics, Blackwell Publishers, 2002, Edexcel Anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage. 
(30)

 (b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its 
implications for understanding religion and human experience. 

(20)

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on Page 3.
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TOTAL FOR PAPER 1C = 50 MARKS


