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Philosophy of Religion

My arguments dispose of the argument from religious experience, which many
philosophers still regard as a valid argument in favour of the existence of a god. They

say that it is logically possible for men to be immediately acquainted with God, as they
are immediately acquainted with a sense-content, and that there is no reason why one
should be prepared to believe a man when he says that he is seeing a yellow patch, and
refuse to believe him when he says that he is seeing God. The answer to this is that if

the man who asserts that he is seeing God is merely asserting that he is experiencing a
peculiar kind of sense-content, then we do not for a moment deny that his assertion may
be true. But, ordinarily, the man who says that he is seeing God is saying not merely that
he is experiencing a religious emotion, but also that there exists a transcendent being
who is the object of this emotion; just as the man who says that he sees a yellow patch is
ordinarily saying not merely that his visual sense-field contains a yellow sense-content,
but also that there exists a yellow object to which the sense-content belongs. And it is
not irrational to be prepared to believe a man when he asserts the existence of a yellow
object, and to refuse to believe him when he asserts the existence of a transcendent god.
For whereas the sentence ‘There exists here a yellow-coloured material thing’ expresses

a genuine synthetic proposition which could be empirically verified, the sentence ‘There
exists a transcendent god’ has, as we have seen, no literal significance.

(Source: adapted from Ayer, A. J.’God-talk is evidently nonsense’in Davies, B.(ed)
Philosophy of Religion: a guide and anthology, OUP, 2000, Edexcel Anthology)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on Page 3.
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