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Introduction

The 2025 examination was the fourth full examination series since the pandemic. The 
performance of the candidates in this examination is summarised below, with advice on how to 
improve in future series.

Similar to previous series, the best responses for section A gave contextualised responses that 
were all specific to the novel scenario provided in the question. Where a question asked for ‘one’ 
strength/weakness/improvement for two marks, candidates provided full justification of their 
relevant identified point in relation to the study.

Once again, weaker responses were not fully-justified or were purely generic, so this remains a 
focus for centres to support candidates in future series. Additional focus to help support 
candidates would be with reinforcing an accurate understanding of the peer review process, what 
a review of studies entails, and the strengths of correlational research, because these were clear 
weaknesses for candidates in this series.

For section B, similar to previous series, the best responses focussed on considering relevant and 
appropriate points related to the unseen study Question (Q) 03 and on the required imbalance 
for the essay Q04. Higher-performing candidates had points that were accurate and in the 
context of the question, focussed on producing relevant and appropriate material, and showing 
clear understanding of what they were asked in the questions. Centres may again want to 
support candidates on the use of research evidence to support or refute application to the 
unseen study (Q03b), although this was noticeably better in the 2025 examination, which was 
pleasing.

Centres may also want to continue to help with reinforcing the imbalance towards Assessment 
Objective (AO3) for the essay (Q04). They should stress that there is only a limited amount of AO1 
that can be credited, so an appropriate allocation of time needs to be offered to the AO1 and AO3 
elements of the essay to achieve the most marks possible in the time allowed.

Regarding section C, the best responses once again considered the balance (for Q05), or 
imbalance (Q06) required for the command words and question types used. Knowledge and 
understanding (AO1) was relevant, accurate and thorough with varied ideas used as appropriate. 
Evaluation, analysis and assessment (AO3) was well-developed and led to appropriate 
judgements and conclusions throughout their response.

Centres may want to ensure candidates are using appropriate, accurate information regarding 
the questions asked and are not merely learning rote-learned essays in preparation for what they 
think a question may be. Centres may also want to continue to reinforce time allocations so that 
candidates continue to spend requisite time on all questions in the examination, giving them the 
best opportunity to gain the most credit for their work.

The remainder of this Examiner Report will focus on each individual question and specific 
examples of candidate responses, which can be used to help prepare candidates for future 
9PS0/03 examinations.
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Question 1(a)

Candidates were required to explain a conclusion they could make using the data in the graph in

relation to the scenario for Q01(a).

Overall, performance was split on this question. The best responses gave a clear, accurate

conclusion and supported this using data from the graph. Weaker responses typically only wrote

about data from the graph, with no conclusion identified.

GCE Psychology 9PS0 03 3



This response is given 2 marks for identification of a conclusion and justification of the

conclusion.
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Question 1(b)

Q01(b) required candidates to calculate the percentage of studies, to one decimal place.

The majority gave the correct answer. The number of answers that rounded incorrectly or could

not calculate the percentage accurately, despite having identified the correct number of studies,

was surprising.

GCE Psychology 9PS0 03 5



This response is given 1 mark for the correct percentage to one decimal place.
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Question 1(c)

Candidates were required to explain a conclusion they could make using the data in the table in

relation to the scenario for Q01(c).

Overall, performance was split on this question. The best responses gave a clear, accurate

conclusion and supported this using data from the table.

Weaker responses typically only wrote about data from the table, with no conclusion identified.

Repeating data from the table with no clear conclusion is something that should be avoided in

future series.
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This response is given 2 marks for identification of a conclusion and justification of the

conclusion.

GCE Psychology 9PS0 03 9



Question 1(d)

For Q01(d), candidates were required to explain a conclusion they could make using the data in 
the graph in relation to the scenario.

Overall, performance was split on this question. Similarly to Q01(c), the best responses gave 

a clear, accurate conclusion and supported this using data from the table.

Weaker responses typically only wrote about data from the graph with no conclusion identified. 
As with Q01(c), repeating data from the table with no clear conclusion is something that should 
be avoided in future series.
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This response is given 2 marks for identification of a conclusion and justification of the

conclusion.

GCE Psychology 9PS0 03 11



Question 1(e)

Candidates were required to explain one strength and one weakness of using studies that had

been through peer review in relation to the scenario for Q01(e).

The best responses identified a strength and weakness and then justified each fully in the context

of the scenario. Weaker responses only identified a strength and weakness, or gave only a

relevant strength or weakness, in relation to the scenario.

The most common strength was the reduction of errors in the final review. The most common

weakness was regarding the peer being biased. It was noteable that a large proportion of

candidates did not show an accurate understanding of the peer review process, so this could be a

focus of support for centres for future series.
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This response is given 4 marks for identification of the strength and weakness and for the

justification of each.
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Question 1(f)

For Q01(f), candidates were required to identify an appropriate improvement for the study and

then justify this fully in context.

The best responses offered a relevant and appropriate improvement and then justified it in the

context of the study. There was a wide range of improvements offered by candidates.

Weaker responses gave an inappropriate improvement, focussed on a weakness of the study

only, gave a generic response, or where an appropriate improvement was suggested, there was

no relevant justification to support their improvement.

Similar to Q01(e), it was noteable regarding the number of responses that did not show an

accurate understanding of a review of studies, despite one being compulsory on the specification,

which limited credit that could be awarded.
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This response is given 2 marks for identification of an improvement and justification of

the improvement.
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Question 2(a)

Q02(a) required candidates to calculate the mean score to one decimal place. The vast majority

gave the correct answer.
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This response is given 1 mark for correct calculation of the mean to one decimal place.
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Question 2(b)

For Q02(b), candidates were required to complete the table and calculate the Spearman’s

correlation coefficient to three decimal places.

The best responses completed the table correctly and indicated their coefficient clearly. Weaker

responses only completed part of the table correctly, typically only the first and/or second

difference columns or did not complete any part of the table correctly.

A relatively common error was for candidates to minus 1, not understanding this meant the final

coefficient went to a negative value, which limited them to 3 out of the 4 available marks.
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This response is given 4 marks for correct calculation of the Spearman’s correlation

coefficient to three decimal places.
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Question 2(c)

Q02(c) required candidates to explain a weakness of using primary data in the context of the 
study.

The best responses identified a weakness in context and then justified this fully in relation to the 
scenario. Weaker responses tended to give a generic response or only identified a weakness in 
context. The most common weakness was that it would be more time-consuming than using 
secondary data.
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This response is given 2 marks for identification of a weakness and justification of the

weakness.
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Question 2(d)

Candidates were required to explain one strength and one weakness of using correlational

research in relation to the scenario for Q02(d).

The best responses identified a strength and weakness and then justified each fully in the context

of the scenario. Weaker responses most commonly showed only accurate understanding of a

weakness or gave only an identified strength or weakness in relation to the scenario.

The most typical strength was either that they are more practical/ethical or they can be

preliminary research.

The most common weakness was a lack of cause-and-effect. Generic responses were less

common this series, which was positive, and centres may wish to continue supporting candidates

with having contextualised responses.
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This response is given 4 marks for identification of the strength and weakness and for the

justification of each.
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Question 3(a)

Q03(a) required candidates to explain a practical application of the results of the study.

The best responses identified a relevant application in context and then justified this fully in

relation to the data from the table. Weaker responses tended to give a conclusion and not a

practical application or only identified a practical application in context.

The most common practical application was for teachers to praise children during PE lessons in

school.
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This response is given 2 marks for identification of a practical application and for

justification of the practical application.
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Question 3(b)

For Q03(b), candidates were required to apply social learning theory to the findings of the study

and then use research evidence to support or refute how social learning theory could account for

the findings of the study. Typically, candidates wrote more than was necessary, with good

knowledge of social learning theory shown, but sometimes they did not link this to the findings of

the study.

The general performance on this question was much better than in previous years, which was

pleasing, and some candidates showed some very good skills in relation to the requirements of

the question. However, some responses made no relation to the findings of the study or to any

research evidence, thereby not answering any aspect of the question asked.

The best responses used the specific findings from the scenario and clearly and appropriately

linked content from social learning theory to account for the findings. These responses tended to

use specific data from the results table. They then used appropriate research evidence to justify

their points. The Bandura studies were the most commonly-used for supporting research

evidence, with studies related to biological psychology as an opposing argument also fairly

frequent.

Weaker responses focussed on application only and tended to write with much knowledge and

understanding about the theory and then apply this perhaps once to the study’s findings, in a

more general manner. Some responses did not link social learning theory to the findings of the

study or when considering AO3 gave alternative theories, not research evidence, as specified in

the question.
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This response is given 5 marks for:

• AO2 application of observation and imitation of role models to the findings (1)

• AO3 Bandura as evidence to support their AO2 about teachers as role models (1)

• AO2 application of external motivation to the findings (1)

• AO2 application of same-sex imitation to the findings (1)

• AO3 Bandura as evidence to support their (1)

• AO2 same-sex role model(1)

No credit for biological psychology as an alternative explanation because it is not research

evidence as specified in the question.
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Question 4

Q04 was an extended open-response question with the ‘Evaluate’ taxonomy that targets both

AO1 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of the studies or ethics. AO3 was for analysis,

interpretation, and evaluation of both studies in terms of how ethical they could be considered

and the implications of this, leading to judgements/conclusions.

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a ‘best-fit’ approach

was used; deciding which level most closely described the quality of the answer.

Each AO was judged separately and where the components met the requirement for the level

fully (and perhaps had elements of the level above), then marks were given at the top of the level.

Where the components met the level but only just, they were given marks at the bottom end of

the level. When a response was imbalanced (ie one AO was stronger than the other) a

compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question requiring greater

AO3 content than AO1 (6/16 to AO1, 10/16 to AO3).

Candidate performance for this question maintained a similar standard to previous series, albeit

with a slightly higher performance than the equivalent question in 2024. The topic of ethics may

account for this because some candidates showed competent understanding of the ethical

guidelines. In general, good knowledge of Rosenhan and Raine was evidenced by candidates.

The best responses gave accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding, usually of the

studies, and then considered the ethical nature of the studies accurately, in a methodical way.

Typical ethical issues cited by candidates included informed consent, deception and protection of

participants.

The very best responses weighted their response far more towards the analysis and evaluation

(AO3) and made detailed, accurate judgements and conclusions regarding how ethical each study

could be considered.

Weaker responses focussed the majority of their response on knowledge and understanding

(AO1) of the studies with few evaluative or analytical statements (AO3) and showed limited

understanding of the ethical issues.

Some responses still focussed erroneously on the pseudopatients as the participants, which

should be avoided in future series.

Similar to 2024, it was again noticeable that some candidates focussed so much on the AO1 that

they achieved beyond Level 4 for this element but may have only reached the bottom of Level 2

for their AO3. Consequently, their overall mark was limited by the imbalance in their response

towards their AO1 instead of their AO3.

These candidates would have been better to reduce the AO1 they offered (they could have still

gained Level 4 for this element) and focussed more on increasing the amount and detail of their

AO3 content, to achieve a stronger overall response.
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The weakest responses gave very generic and vague information regarding the studies with little

to no evaluation.

GCE Psychology 9PS0 03 33



34 GCE Psychology 9PS0 03



GCE Psychology 9PS0 03 35



36 GCE Psychology 9PS0 03



AO1: Level 3

Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding.

AO3: Level 3

Arguments developed using mostly coherent chains of reasoning leading to a conclusion

being presented. Candidates will demonstrate an understanding of competing arguments

but evaluation may be imbalanced.

Overall, the response is placed in Level 3.

Level 3

Total: 12 marks
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Question 5

Q05 was an extended open-response question with the ‘Evaluate’ taxonomy, with a scenario that 
targets AO1, AO2 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of social psychology, AO2 was application to 
the scenario given in the question about the scenario involving Kristie and Dominique. AO3 was 
analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of the ideas presented from social psychology or how 
other alternative ideas can account for human behaviour and the implications of this, leading to 
judgements/conclusions.

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a ‘best-fit’ approach 
was used to decide which level most closely described the quality of the answer.

Each AO was judged separately and, where the components met the requirement for the 

level fully (and perhaps had elements of the level above), marks were given at the top of the level. 
Where the components met the level but only just, they received marks at the bottom end of 

the level. When a response was imbalanced (e.g. one AO was stronger than the other) 

a compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this question requiring 

equal amounts of AO1, AO2, AO3 (4/12 to AO1, 4/12 to AO2, 4/12 to AO3).

General performance on this question was slightly better than in previous years. The best 
responses focussed on offering a balance of AO1, AO2 and AO3 content with knowledge and 
understanding of social psychology, application of this to the scenario, and then evaluation and 
analysis leading to judgements and conclusions.

The most common content used by candidates in their response included agency theory and 
social impact theory for their AO1 and AO2. Some also used social identity theory and realistic 
conflict theory. Learning theories were used frequently as part of the AO3, as were research 
studies for social psychology, such as Milgram, Hofling, Rank and Jacobson, Sedikides and 
Jackson, and Tajfel’s research.

Weaker responses focussed very narrowly on one or two areas of social psychology using more 
generic, vague statements with little or no evaluation or analysis in their response. At times, they 
focussed largely on how other areas of psychology could explain the scenario instead of social 
psychology, losing the focus of their response.

There was commonly an imbalance towards AO2 content in particular, which largely recycled 
information from the scenario instead of using the knowledge and understanding to apply in a 
focussed and engaged way to the novel scenario presented.
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AO1: Level 3

Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding.

AO2: Level 4

Line(s) of argument supported throughout by sustained application of relevant evidence

from the context (scientific ideas, processes, techniques or procedures). Demonstrates the

ability to integrate and synthesise relevant knowledge.

AO3: Level 4

Displays a well-developed and logical evaluation, containing logical chains of reasoning

throughout. Demonstrates an awareness of competing arguments, presenting a balanced

conclusion.

Overall, the response is placed in Level 4.

Level 4

Total: 10 marks
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Question 6

Q06 was an extended open-response question with the ‘Assess’ taxonomy, which targets both 
AO1 and AO3 content.

AO1 was looking for knowledge and understanding of how psychology has developed over time 
in relation to two of the four applications listed, including psychological theories, studies 
and methods.

AO3 was analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of how psychology has developed over time 
using content relevant to two of the four applications listed and the implications of this, leading 
to judgements/conclusions of how far they could be considered a means of progression.

Assessment of this question was through a levels-based mark scheme where a ‘best-fit’ approach 
was used to decide which level most closely described the quality of the answer.

Each AO was judged separately and, where the components met the requirement for the 

level fully (and perhaps had elements of the level above), marks were given at the top of the level. 
Where the components met the level but only just, they were given marks at the bottom end of 
the level. When a response was imbalanced (e.g. one AO was stronger than the 

other) a compromise was found. Consideration was also given regarding this 

question requiring greater AO3 content than AO1 (8/20 to AO1, 12/20 to AO3).

General performance on this question was very similar to previous years. As with previous years, 
candidates tended to write a large amount for this essay, usually recounting a large volume of 
what they had learned, sometimes with little focus on how psychology had developed over time.

The two most frequent applications used were clinical and criminological.

For clinical, candidates wrote most commonly about diagnosis in relation to the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorder (DSM)/International Classification of Diseases (ICD) and 
treatments for mental health issues such as the advancement in drug treatments and use of non-

biological treatments (such as Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT)).

For criminological psychology, changes in eyewitness testimony in light of research and 
explanations for crime/anti-social behaviour were typical, with treatments for offenders also fairly 
frequent. A variety of content was used in relation to child and health psychology.

Some candidates used content not linked to the applications listed and looked as if they were 
only reproducing a rote-learned essay, with little consideration of the actual question asked, 
which should be avoided in future series.

The best responses considered the imbalance required towards the AO3 content and offered 
accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding, as well as a well-developed and logical 
assessment.

The AO1 presented tended to be a mix of accurate understanding of theories, studies and 
methods. The AO3 focussed mainly on how far knowledge could be considered to have 
progressed and the positive and negative implications of the changes over time in psychology. It
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was notable how those candidates who achieved higher marks showed a higher degree of

awareness both of how things had progressed over a timeline and the implications of any

changes on various stakeholders.

Weaker responses tended to focus on recalling anything they could remember from the

applications, rather than focus on how knowledge and understanding has developed over time.

Similar to previous years, whilst much was written by the majority of candidates, weaker

responses tended to write unfocussed, inaccurate statements and a considerable amount of

vague, generic content. Once again, those candidates who received the lower marks also tended

to focus more on AO1 than AO3 content, rather than the imbalance towards AO3, which would

have enabled a higher mark overall.
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AO1: Levels 4 and 5

Demonstrates accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding.

AO3: Level 4

Displays a logical assessment, containing logical chains of reasoning throughout, which

consider a range of factors. Demonstrates an understanding of competing

arguments/factors but does not fully consider the significance of each, which in turn, leads

to an imbalanced judgement being presented.

Overall, the response is placed in Level 4.

Level 4

Total: 14 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

• Ensure they understand fully what a peer review process and review of studies involve, as well

as the strengths of correlational research

• Accurately complete the table for Spearman’s and be able to calculate the final coefficient

correctly

• Avoid generic statements when given a novel scenario. All responses should be in the context

of the study given

• Justify fully any points given if the question is offering two available marks, such as for a

strength, weakness or an improvement

• Balance AO1, AO2, AO3 and include the requisite amount of evaluation if given a 12-mark

question with a scenario, such as Q05 on this 2025 paper

• Learn information appropriately and answer the questions asked, not relying on rote-learned

essays and predicting what the questions will be

• Focus more on AO3 content on evaluate or assess questions worth 16 marks or

20 marks with no scenario, such as Q04 and Q06 on this 2025 paper, whilst allowing enough

time fully to attempt all questions on the paper
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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