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Introduction

It was encouraging to observe that a significant number of candidates appeared to be well-

prepared for this examination series. The examination paper and its questions were suitably

accessible, enabling clear differentiation among candidates.

Several outstanding submissions demonstrated a successful integration of AO1 Knowledge and

Understanding with AO2 Analysis in the 12-mark questions. Effective evaluation completed the

requirements to ensure strong responses in the longer essay questions. More adept candidates

showcased extensive knowledge and provided compelling contemporary examples to illustrate

their understanding of the topics addressed in this series.

The stronger responses reflected a comprehensive understanding of institutions, theories,

concepts, and pertinent issues. Many of these responses included insightful analysis,

characterised by coherent and logical reasoning. Although AO3 remains a hurdle for numerous

candidates, a notable proportion recognised the importance of formulating fully-relevant

evaluations supported by substantiated arguments and judgments, which led to focussed and

justified conclusions.

There was a relatively balanced selection of questions across the two optional sections of the

paper. In Section A, the question concerning the similarities between the role and significance of

the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) and the role and significance of the North Atlantic

Treaty Organisation (NATO) emerged as the most frequently-attempted. Although less popular,

the question on the differences between great powers and superpowers was chosen by a

sizeable number of candidates.

In Section C, the question on world order since 2000 was the most chosen, followed by the

question on international law and international human rights impact on sovereignty. Again, the

least popular question in the section was still chosen by a large number of candidates.
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Question 1(a)

This was the most popular of the two questions that candidates were able to select from in this

section of the paper.

There was a pleasing range of responses, which indicated that the question had worked well as a

discriminator and allowed candidates to make clear their AO1 and AO2 ability.

Some candidates missed the focus on similarities and included, at times, lengthy explanation of

differences. Other candidates missed the focus on role and significance. This was very much

meant to be a question requiring focus on the two organisations, with direct consideration of

relevant similarities.

Some candidates went beyond the Security Council to discuss other sections of the United

Nations (UN), which were not creditworthy. Stronger responses tended to focus on their

significance in terms of military action, membership including restrictive membership and

security roles, although a number of other relevant similarities were also credited.

This script is representative of a candidate who has an understanding of the requirements of the

question. They are able to utilise some useful knowledge and understanding in support of a

reasonably clear analysis.

The candidate makes multiple references to the key elements of the question (similarities, role,

significance), which ensures that they retain focus.
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The first similarity is the context of their formation and ultimately suggests that both were

born out of security concerns. There is some useful AO1 and AO2 here.

Similarity two is their key role today. Correct UNSC resolutions detail and broadly correct

information on Libya. There is a good point on collaboration, showing similar roles.

Similarity three is Western dominance–structural power but is not overly convincing on

Western dominance. There is, overall, mostly accurate information. The response gives

mostly-focussed comparative analysis although factors are not always convincing.

The script lacks the depth for Level 4 but is firmly placed in the middle of Level 3.

Refer to the question throughout your answer – keep focussed.

This response provides three well-explained paragraphs with a degree of depth 

and with sufficient knowledge, understanding and analysis to achieve Level 4.
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The first identified similarity is that of security roles. There are valid and detailed examples

for both, with some analysis. It is a shame that the UN-NATO operation in Yugoslavia is not

developed.

The idea that they both share a problematic democratic function is interesting and has some

development and analysis.

The discussion on significance in recent times covers Gaza and Ukraine-Russia, although

analysis here is weaker.

Accurate knowledge is the strength with weaker analysis, leaving it as a borderline Level 3/4.

The knowledge helps to lift it to 10 marks.
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Question 1(b)

This was marginally the less popular of the two questions in this section of the examination

paper. Again, the question worked well as a discriminator, with a full range of marks.

At the lower end of the mark-range there was some confusion between the two terms/concepts,

and knowledge/analysis of each wrongly attributed to the other type of power. Poor examples

were given by some and the differences not really made clear in those responses.

At the stronger end, candidates were clear about which states were superpowers or great

powers. Some presented a brief historical explanation as to the origins of both terms. Stronger

responses made clear that Superpowers could be considered to have a true global reach,

possession of nuclear weapons, structural power, military and economic power and the ability to

exert high levels of influence globally.

Great Powers, in contrast, tend to have significant regional influence, a significant role in

international and regional organisations, a large and strong economy and military power.

This is a reasonably strong response that covers a range of factors and almost reaches Level 4.
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Support assertions with real-world examples – preferably contemporary.

The candidate begins with a comparison of military capability. They provide support for their 
assertion with use of some figures and they compare the global reach of the USA with China 
and regional influence.

The second area of consideration is economic power and, again, they compare the USA with 
another state. This time they use Russia as a comparison although the argument is, at times, 
less persuasive.

The last area of focus is that of Intergovernmental Organisations. They compare Brazil, 
Russia, India, China (BRIC) states with the USA. Examples used cover reach and power and 
show an adequate level of knowledge of factors that differentiate, with some emerging 
comparative analysis.

AO1 lifts the AO2 into Level 3, with 9 marks.
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This response is clearly well-written and deserving of full marks.
This candidate provides very strong AO1 and AO2. Some candidates provide almost solely 
AO1.

The candidate begins by discussing global economic significance. There is direct comparison 
between named Great Powers and Superpowers.

They move to look at military power projection and make the argument that Great Powers 
have a local sphere of influence whilst Superpowers have global reach. There is a pleasing 
level of detail here.

Then, the candidate considers structural power and once more they provide a direct 
comparison.

Throughout the response, the candidate ensures that accurate knowledge is selected to 
underpin analysis and there is consistent comparative analysis.

Do not forget the assessment objectives.
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Question 2

The question, on the differences between the realist and liberal views of the inevitability of war,

worked very well as a discriminator and led to a full range of responses.

Candidates tended to focus on features such as the state, human nature, international anarchy,

global governance, complex interdependence and security dilemmas.

A key discriminator was the degree of focus on inevitability. At the weaker end, candidates tended

to describe key elements of Realism and then key elements of Liberalism. Occasionally, they

referenced something of relevance to the actual question.

There were a few candidates who did not quite reach Level 4, despite demonstrating accurate

knowledge with consistent comparative analysis, as a consequence of not including synoptic

points.

This is another example of a top level script. Importantly, the candidate provides elements of

synopticity to ensure they are not restricted to Level 3.
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The candidate begins with a consideration of the role of Intergovernmental Organisations

(IGO) linked to the idea of an anarchical world. They reference theorist and the Russia-

Ukraine war. Hobbes is mentioned before a consideration of the Liberal view, with the

International Court of Justice (ICJ) used as an example.

The response moves on to consider the impact of globalisation and the realist view.

Theorists are used routinely, as they move to explaining the idea of complex

interdependence with some detailed analysis.

Although only two factors are considered, this response has a sustained focus. AO1 is very

strong and there is the consistent analysis required, with use of synopticity, to meet the

threshold and achieve a Level 4 mark.
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The candidate begins with a consideration of human nature and reference to Hobbes and

the state of nature. There is also consideration of Morgenthau and national interest, which is

mentioned but not really developed. They contrast with reference to John Locke and a more

optimistic view of human nature.

The candidate moves to Nye and Keohane and to the idea of complex interdependence

negating the inevitability of war but analysis is limited. There is some repetition on human

nature and reference to the division between the Huntington Clash of Civilisations theory,

and Francis Fukuyama, End of History idea.

This candidate has made some good points and evidences useful AO1, including theorists.

There is some repetition.

They receive 9 marks with AO1 knowledge and understanding stronger than AO2, which is

mostly focussed but not fully consistent.
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Question 3(a)

The first question in this section was the least popular one but was still chosen by a large number 
of candidates. When evaluating the view that regional organisations have played a key role in 
addressing contemporary global issues, it is important to be clear on what regional bodies are 
and what contemporary global issues they may cover.

Most candidates decided, accurately, that contemporary global issues may include conflict, 
poverty and environmental degradation, alongside a few other factors, which may have included 
Covid or immigration.

Some candidates found the question difficult, as a consequence of mistaking global institutions 
for regional bodies. The specification makes clear that regional bodies or organisations may 
include the European Union, African Union, Arab League etc. Any other clear regional body was 
acceptable.

Discussion of NATO was acceptable but bodies that are clearly global rather than regional were 
not. Some candidates wrote in great depth about global bodies like the UN, World Trade 
organisation (WTO), International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, which clearly are not 
regional.

Stronger candidates were able to move their discussion and examples beyond sole consideration 
of the EU.

This is an example of a strong, top level response where the candidate clearly understands the 
requirements of the essay and retains focus throughout.
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This response covers conflict, poverty and Human Rights. It sets a view, and a clear direction 
of areas to be covered, in the introduction.

A range of relevant regional bodies is covered and the candidate avoids consideration of any 
other global institution or body. Their coverage of conflict and poverty is stronger than their 
coverage of Human Rights.

Conflict coverage includes the European Union (EU) and African Union (AU), with examples 
provided, counter-arguments considered and there is a series of mini-

conclusions/evaluations.

Poverty coverage includes use of the EU, USMCA, AU and, again, there is a counter-view and 
use of mini-conclusions. Human Rights coverage includes the AU, EU, USMCA and 
Association of South-Eastern Nations (ASEAN) with examples and mini-

conclusions/evaluation.

The conclusion agrees with the introduction. There are three areas covered in some real 
detail with impressive knowledge and sustained analysis at times.

AO1: Accurate with some in-depth knowledge

AO2: Consistent and with perceptive analysis

AO3: Mostly relevant and sustained

Total: 27 marks

Set out a clear view in the introduction and give a sense of where the discussion is likely to 
head.
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The introduction is brief and gives no real sense of view or direction.

There is discussion of Covid and the EU but only very general statements. There is a strange

observation about EU support for the USA. It is largely unconvincing, particularly on

immigration and is limited to consideration of the EU only.
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Question 3(b)

This was the second-most popular of the questions in this section of the examination paper and 
the majority of candidates seemed well-prepared to approach the central debate.

The majority of candidates considered the UN and the WTO when looking at international law 
and UNDHR, European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), tribunals, International Criminal Court 
(ICC), International Court of Justice (ICJ) (where relevant) and Humanitarian Intervention (when 
linked to institutions) on Human Rights. Focus could be on both or either areas.

There was some interesting discussion on Responsibility to Protect (R2P).

A few candidates focussed on the success and/or failure of international law and international 
human rights institutions but without focussing on the central theme of sovereignty. They did not 
achieve the higher levels of marks.

Stronger candidates had a real depth of knowledge of relevant cases or actions, which were often 
contemporary.

This is an example of a response that just achieves the highest level with accurate knowledge, 
often bordering on thorough and in depth.

Analysis is consistent and sometimes perceptive. Evaluation is mostly relevant.
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The candidate covers the UN and also the concept of R2P.

Libya is used as an example and there is a useful counter-argument, which uses Russia in

relation to Assad as well as Ukraine.

The candidate also discusses the ICJ and the ECHR. There are useful examples and a

counter-argument including Russia and Chechnya.

AO3 is demonstrated at the end. The candidate moves to a consideration of the ICC and to

Special Tribunals. They include useful examples as part of an effectively-organised structure.

Uses Point-Evidence-Explain to ensure you gain marks for all A0s.
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This response has a view and remains consistent with it throughout the response.

Their focus is on the ICC, the ICJ and the ECHR. They consider both sides of the argument in

consideration of points raised and they give some useful examples.

Knowledge and understanding is mostly accurate. Analysis is mostly focussed. Evaluation is

generally relevant.

Evaluate your argument throughout your response.
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Question 3(c)

The final question in this section was the most popular one and provided the full range of 
responses.

Only a relatively small number of candidates found it difficult to understand the key concepts of 
unipolarity and multipolarity. The vast majority of candidates focussed on US hegemony in 
consideration of unipolarity. They considered emerging powers such as BRICs and even regional 
bodies like the EU, when arguing in support of multipolarity.

A few candidates argued that the world is now dominated by the USA and China only, but linked 
this to multipolarity when it would, of course, be bipolarity. When assessing countries for 
unipolarity or multipolarity the majority of candidates focussed on political, military, economic, 
cultural, security and structural strength and issues. The stronger candidates were able to identify 
development and potential change, given the question reference to the year 2000.

This is an example of a candidate who appears a little confused by the demands of the question. 
They also seem to lose focus and this prevents them from developing the elements that would 
gain them marks.

There is clearly no requirement to rewrite the exam question in full at the start of the response 
unless, of course, the candidate feels that that is in some way beneficial to their own 
understanding or focus.
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The introduction gives us a few general thoughts and there is an assessment or view. The 
points made are generally unconvincing and their focus is lost and confused.

The candidate is unclear on whether unipolarity is based on two states (which clearly it is 
not) or they maybe imply that China is the sole hegemon (unconvincingly).

The candidate covers military alliances, the economic growth of China and India and there 
are a few examples that are not overly persuasive.

There is some accurate knowledge, some emerging analysis and some relevant evaluation 
although sometimes weak and unconvincing.

This is a mid-Level 2 response.
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This response provides three well-explained paragraphs with a degree of depth and with 
sufficient knowledge, understanding and analysis to achieve Level four.

The candidate begins with consideration of IGO dominance including in the SCUN, the IMF, 
WB, NATO and the structural power this provides. There is clear AO2 and AO3.

There is consideration of economic power with both sides of the argument developed. There 
is evidence in the form of China with the Belt and Road policy and Asian Bank, as well as 
Security Council debate.

The candidate moves on to discuss US hard power and this includes Trump tariffs, 
widespread military bases and use of the Washington Consensus. They counter with the 
negatives of use of hard power but there is a brief drift as they move to discuss Russia and 
touch on soft power.

The response has accurate and thorough knowledge, although not always in depth. There is 
consistent analysis and mostly relevant evaluation.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in the examination, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates should be made aware that Section C questions are assessed based on three

objectives, each carrying equal weight

• AO1 Knowledge and Understanding often represents the strongest aspect of candidates'

work; however, there is a distinction between targeted knowledge specific to the question

and broader knowledge that may not directly relate

• AO2 Analysis reaches its peak when it is insightful and consistently presented throughout the

response

• AO3 is most effective when it is directly relevant and sustained, rather than merely appended

as an afterthought in the conclusion. It is gratifying to see candidates clarify their stance in

the introduction, with ongoing 'mini-judgments' seamlessly woven into the response,

culminating in a conclusion that substantiates their perspective

• Stronger responses tend to pay close attention to the wording of the questions, frequently

making direct references to the title, whilst analysing and evaluating

• For Section A, the initial 12-mark questions assess solely AO1 and AO2, with no requirement

for evaluation. Candidates should be ready to provide both knowledge and analytical depth in

their answers

• Section B’s compulsory 12-mark question will similarly assess AO1 and AO2, necessitating a

combination of knowledge and analysis. It is crucial to note that candidates who do not

include any synoptic points cannot reach Level 4 in this question. Moreover, those who refer

only to one named theory cannot achieve beyond Level 1

• Section C questions are intended to foster debate and discussion, thriving when candidates

continuously consider and balance alternative viewpoints

• It is particularly commendable to witness the incorporation of contemporary examples to

bolster assertions, with candidates able to make use of examples right through to the date of

the examination
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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