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Introduction
Italian 6IN02: Listening, Reading and Writing
Section A: Listening
Candidates are required to listen to authentic recorded target-language material and to
retrieve and convey information by responding to a range of target-language questions.
Assessment principles
Up to 20 marks are awarded for correct information retrieved and conveyed. The quality of
language is not relevant unless it impedes communication.
Section B: Reading
In the second part of this paper candidates are required to read authentic texts in Italian
and to retrieve and convey information given in the texts by responding to a range of
question types, including Q&A in English.
Assessment principles
Up to 20 marks are awarded positively for correct information retrieved and conveyed in
response to target-language and English-language. The quality of language is not relevant
unless it impedes communication.
Section C: Writing
In the third part of this paper, candidates are required to write 200-220 words in Italian
based on a short printed stimulus and a list of four bullet points in the target language. This
year candidates were required to write a letter in Italian in response to a letter to the editor,
suggesting that soft drugs should be made legal.
Assessment principles
The written task, Question 8, is marked for Content (15 marks) and for Quality of Language
(15 marks). Candidates are expected to stay within the word limit.
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Question 2
Question 1 was a multiple choice question on "Ettore deve ripetere l’anno ".
It was well answered by the majority of candidates. Less able candidates struggled to
recognise that Ettore non si è impegnato nello studio or that his parents non si sono accorti
che non andava bene a scuola.
Question 2 was about a lady who foiled an attempted burglary. Candidates were required to
select four correct statements from a list of eight. Most candidates were able to choose at
least three of the correct statements and the most frequently missed was that Evelina si era
addormentata in salotto.
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Question 3 (i)
Question 3 was about second-hand clothes. The answers were in the form of a gap-filling
exercise with words to be chosen from a given pool. As words only needed to be copied,
only correct spellings were accepted. Although not many marks were lost over this,
candidates need to be made aware of this and encouraged to check their spellings.
Question 3(i) was found to be the most challenging for less able candidates who did not
associate consolidato with having a lunga tradizione and wrote recente instead. It was
pleasing to note that these candidates had paid attention to grammatical details, in spite of
choosing the wrong answer.

Question 3 (ii)
For question 3(ii) most candidates understood the targeted information and provided the
correct answer.

Question 3 (iii)
Question 3(iii) was answered well by most of the candidates.

Question 3 (iv)
Question 3(iv) was the most accessible question which was answered correctly by the
majority of the candidates. Some candidates selected incorrectly seconda categoria.
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Question 4
This question was about an interview on the possible harmful effect of sunbathing.
Some candidates forgot that it is not necessary to put responses in their own words,
therefore this sometimes led to ambiguous responses which could not be credited.
In question 4(a) some candidates got confused with the word abbassa. Attempts like a
bassa/ha bassa/basa etc, did not demonstrate comprehension of the text and could
not be credited. Also, quite a number of candidates mentioned scottature e reazioni
allergiche before the correct response, loosing marks under Order of Elements. Candidates
should be made aware that in case of multiple answers only the first element is considered
and it doesn’t pay to put different options leaving it up to the examiners to choose.
Question 4(b) was well answered by the vast majority of candidates.
Question 4(c) was well answered with some imaginative and sometimes ambiguous spelling
of scottature and reazione. However, as either answer was acceptable and most candidates
wrote both, generally one of the two was correct in the vast majority of cases.
For question 4(d) a number of candidates struggled with rendering 'ci fa sentire più in
forma' in their own words and were often unable to produce a reflexive form. Answers like
‘sentire la forma, si senta in forma, sente in forma’, l’abbronzatura si fa sentire più
in forma’ fell short of gaining credit.
For question 4(e) most candidates were able to provide two separate points to achieve the
two marks available, though some only mentioned Vitamin D and its beneficial qualities
for bones, which were both acceptable answers for the same mark as the two points are
interrelated. In order to gain the second mark it was necessary to mention that the sun
helps in the treatment of some skin complaints.
Question 4(f) was generally well answered. A small minority wrote the response in English.
Some candidates failed to convey the idea of between 10am and 4pm.
Therefore, their response seemed to refer to two distinct times.
Question 4(g) was generally well answered, in spite of some candidates’ difficulty with
spelling danni and lungo termine; however, if meaning was clear the answer was accepted.
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What the candidate wrote for 4(a) and 4(d) was almost a rewording of the question rather
than an answer.

Examiner Comments

Question 4(a) asked “In che modo”.
The answer provided did not answer the question.
The candidate may have thought they had answered
question 4(d) by stating that the psychological
effect was “benefico” but the targeted information
was “Qual è” and the candidate was expected to
identify what this positive effect was.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully
and focus on what it asks.
Try to identify the targeted
information.
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This answer showed how redundant material can sometimes cause loss of marks.

Examiner Comments

This answers contained two elements, the second of which was the expected answer.
When two answers are given for 1 mark, only the first response is taken for assessment.
Sadly, this candidate lost the mark for this question.

Examiner Tip

Identify what the question asks and answer that, refraining from adding anything else, as
this may show that you are not sure which is the correct answer .
Examiners will only mark the first element of the answer, be it right or wrong.
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Question 6
Question 6 was based on a passage about the impact of immigrants on the changing workscene in Italy. The task is straightforward comprehension, with answers in English: no
need for rephrasing, only conveying the information in what is supposedly the candidate’s
dominant language. The less able candidates managed to score at least two marks.
Question 6(a) was a question that differentiated well:
•

some candidates were unable to understand umili (some candidates referring to
“humiliating” jobs), others offered an overly-direct translation of abbandonati as
jobs ”abandoned”, whereas the desired interpretation was that of jobs Italians
no longer want to do/are turning their backs on. The correct rendering of
either umili or abbandonati would have scored the mark.

•

Some candidates chose to answer with information required for question 6(d), i.e.
specific jobs such as domestic chores, looking after children and so on.

Question 6(b) required candidates to convey the idea of foreign workers becoming aware of
their contribution to the economy. Credit was given also for the idea of making other people
aware of their contribution. Many candidates managed to convey either of these ideas but
there was also a fair amount of over-generalisation with answers like “not paid well enough/
not treated fairly”, which are not in the text.
For question 6(c) the majority of candidates were able to convey the idea of standstill/
paralysis but some included an unwarranted sense of certain sectors “coming to an end” or
“being wiped out”.
Some candidates ignored or did not understand the “Apart from the negative effects on
domestic product” part of the question and offered this as the answer.
Furthermore, some candidates quoted “agriculture” as a sector that would be affected by
the strike.
Question 6(d) was answered correctly by most candidates.
For question 6(e) the word “edilizia” was problematic, though some candidates were able
to recognise it. “Alberghiero” was generally interpreted correctly as “hotel” (sector), though
a minority of candidates over-stretched this to answer “tourism”. Only one of these was
required for the mark, but some candidates interpreted that they may need to mention two
and occasionally wrote a wrong answer alongside the correct one.
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A good example of a successful answer: concise, straight to the point, well organised and
well presented.

Examiner Comments

(a) ‘Simple’ was an acceptable answer
for ‘umili’, but the second part of the
answer would be worth the mark in its
own right.
(b) ‘They know’ adequately conveyed
the idea of their awareness.
(e) Well answered question: both
correct answers.
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Examiner Tip

Follow the example!

This was another example of an answer which scored full marks.

Examiner Comments

(a) The answer was credited because of the correct rendering of ‘umili’.
The second part of the answer on its own would not have scored the mark.
(e) The first part of the answer gained credit. This would have happened even if the
answers had been given in the opposite order.
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Question 7
Question 7 was based on a passage about the impact of climate changes on the production
of durum wheat. The task required comprehension skills to identify the correct piece of
information and the ability to manipulate the language in order to provide coherent answers.
Question 7(b) was well answered by the vast majority of candidates, although some lost the
mark as they failed to include reference to ‘mediterraneo’ and simply wrote ‘è stato coltivato
da 10 mila anni”.
Question 7(c) quite a few candidates lost a mark here for simply referring to a change in the
distribution of rain without specifying in what way (more rain).
Question 7(d) was a question that differentiated well. Candidates lost marks for
lifting “Periodi prolungati di siccità hanno effetti negativi sulla produttività” or for failing
to convey the idea of periodi di siccita`, making the climate drier all year round and
contradicting the information in the previous question.
For question 7(e) many candidates managed to answer this question adequately, others
chose affettata to express the idea of Emilia Romagna not being “affected” by the climate
changes, and lost the mark for it. Some candidates chose to respond with the fact that
production of durum wheat is double in the area, which doesn’t answer the question.
For question 7(f) a number of candidates disregarded the instruction to use one’s own words
and lifted L’Italia guidava la classifica. Most of them, however, were able to interpret it
as primo posto/prima posizione, numero uno etc.
For question 7(g) the idea of ‘increased consumption’ was generally well understood and
clearly conveyed. Some candidates didn’t pay enough attention to the tense of the question
‘ha dovuto aumentare’ and indicated the cause as being climate changes, which according to
the text are likely to increase imports in the future.
Question 7(h) was well answered although some candidates answered the question as if
it were ‘why should GM be used’ and gave answers like ‘per evitare di diventare un paese
totalmente importatore’ without including the idea of it being mentioned as a possible
solution.
For question 7(i) most candidates were able to manipulate the text adequately and convey
the idea of two different types of wheat for different climates.

This was an example of massive loss of marks because of insufficient detail, sometimes due
to excessive concision in the answers.
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Examiner Comments

(a) No mention of it being the main
ingredient.
(b) No mention of it being
produced there.
(e), (g) and (i): Are too concise for
clarity.
(h) The idea that GM is a possible
solution was not conveyed.

Examiner Tip

Concision is an appreciable skill but
the excess of it can result in loss of
marks. Always ask yourself if your
answer is clear enough:, e.g. what
does
“No cambiamento climatico”;
actually mean? The candidate may
have understood the information but
did not demonstrate it clearly;
“Non c’è stato cambiamento
climatico” would have.
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Here were some examples of good answers.
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Examiner Comments

Perhaps a little redundancy in answer (d), but all correct information;
affetta’ (not ‘affettata’) in answer (e); the remaining questions were well understood and the
answers well worded.

Examiner Tip

A good example to follow.
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Question 8
As expected, there was a vast range of scores for this question, distributing candidates’
performances across almost the entire range of marks.
Candidates seem to be increasingly aware of the word limit, but two issues remain in this
respect: one is that some fluent candidates, particularly bilingual ones, still wrote well
beyond the word limit and the other is that a large proportion of candidates did not plan well
enough to leave a sufficient number of words to deal properly with the last bullet point.
The writing was based on a letter to the editor on how soft drugs and alcohol are treated
differently by the law, and candidates were asked to include the following points:
•

La tua reazione alla lettera di Mimmo

•

Se tra i giovani è più diffuso l’alcol o la droga

•

I pericoli dell’alcol e quelli della droga

•

Se le leggi sulle droghe leggere sono troppo dure

Candidates appeared to be familiar with the subject matter, but some, even having
understood ‘spinello’, could not resist using pre-learnt material on cigarette smoking, thus
producing irrelevant material.
Some of the introductory sentences thanking Mimmo for his letter sounded pre-learnt.
Less able candidates lifted from the introductory text and spent too long saying whether
they agreed or disagreed with Mimmo’s letter with no real development.
Sometimes candidates included points here that were relevant to the other bullet points
(in particular, dangers and views on the law) which sometimes resulted in repetition of the
same ideas.
For bullet point 2 there were generally good responses, although some candidates
mentioned in a more general sense when drugs or alcohol are used, without addressing the
question of which is more commonly used or indulged in anecdotal material.
On the other hand there were some very articulate responses stating either one or the other
as more widespread, referring to issues of peer pressure, availability, cost, advertising,
cultural perceptions, etc.
Bullet point 3 was often the one that was most developed, sometimes at the expense of
bullet point 4 to keep within the word limit. Sometimes it was only a long lists of physical
problems linked to alcohol and joints. More successful candidates were able to comment on
how drink can cause behavioural problems, family break-ups, and impaired performance at
work/school.
The main ideas offered for bullet point 4 were that both substances should be either legal
or illegal because of their recognised effects on users and others. Some commented on
the dire effects of legalisation of soft drugs whereas some more able candidates were able
to hypothesise about the potential for the government to tax cannabis and the effects of
legalisation on the black market and malavita. Sadly some more able candidates were not
able to explore the wider issues as they had to cut short, having reached the word limit.
A handful of candidates misunderstood the prompt and thought that leggi was from the
verb leggere, thus failing to address the bullet point.
A few candidates introduced the classical “se fossi il minstro, ...” often followed by
pointless remarks like ‘non lascerei i givani usare la droga’ or ‘non lascere la gente bere e
guidare’ which, obviously, didn’t gain any credit.
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This was an example of a good piece of writing. Good enough to take the candidate to the A
grade threshold if the comprehension sections were equally good.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate planned their work and adhered to the word count.
All bullet points were dealt with successfully.
It would certainly have been better if the candidate had saved more words for a fuller
development of the last bullet point. These could have come from a more economical use of
words for bullet point one.
The only creditable idea in the first two sentences is
‘sono d’accordo con la tua opinione’,
which, in any case, is repeated almost immediately. In paragraph 2 the reference to the
media could have been briefer, leaving perhaps scope for a comment on availability or
affordability.
The development of bullet point 4 could have benefitted from a reference to likely advantages
or disadvantages of the legalisation of soft drugs.
The language was very good. The occasional mistakes (a redundant ‘ci’ and ‘vi’, a missing
infinitive and an instance of wrong use of the gerund) were compensated by some
particularly good turns of phrase, just enough to give access to the top band for quality of
language.

Examiner Tip

When planning your work do not allocate the same number of words to each bullet point.
Decide which ones give more scope for development, and make sure you have enough words
to develop them. Avoid going over the number of words allocated to earlier bullet points in
order to make sure you have enough words to develop the later ones.
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This was another example of a task developed successfully, with equal amount of scope for
improvement as the previous one.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate adhered to the word count.
All bullet points were dealt with successfully. However, this candidate also lingered on bullet
point one, largely repeating what Mimmo said in his letter. A more economic use of words
here would have made it possible to expand on the development of bullet point two (e.g.
reference to affordability, pressure, greater acceptability) or a brief comment on the use of
drugs not being so widespread.
In the last bullet point, a more economic wording of the idea that legalisation of marijuana
had a positive effect in Holland, would have allowed the candidate to express the last
concept more clearly. As it stood, it was difficult to understand what the candidate meant
by ‘come l’acol’. It would certainly have been better (for language as well as for content) to
clarify this point instead including ‘se fossi presidente...’
The language was generally good to very good, both in terms of range and accuracy, apart
from the unclear point at the end.  

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to be reminded that fully developing points within a tight word limit are
expected, but it is in the nature of the task and they have to try and do it to the best of their
ability.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Listening and reading
•

read the questions carefully before the recording starts

•

listen to the whole extract once before trying to answer the questions, so as to have a
general understanding of the recording

•

use the targeted information to answer the actual question. There is more than
comprehension needed in order to answer these questions successfully

•

work out meanings from the context, read rubrics and questions carefully, practice
different exercise types

•

practice time-management and reading techniques as an integral part of exam
preparation.

Writing

22

•

answer the final written task within the word limit, as failure to do so can result in a loss
of marks for content

•

spend adequate time planning in order to produce a balanced and detailed response that
remains succinct and sticks to the point

•

practice structuring a piece of writing – a clear paragraph, in response to each bullet
point can constitute more than a satisfactory development of the task, but an entirely
successful response is that which is set in context, takes account that it is in answer to a
stimulus and reads as a whole piece rather than four more or less disjointed sections.

•

tidy presentation is essential.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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