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Introduction

Candidates across the ability range continue to be able to engage effectively with the A Level
Paper 38 which deals with The Making of Modern Russia, 1855-1991 (38.1) and The Making of
Modern China, 1860-1997 (38.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based
on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).
Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second-order concepts: cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and
difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the
process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1).

Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the time allocated,
although a very small number did not complete their response to Section C. There was again an
increase this year in the number of scripts that posed problems for examiners because of the
legibility of handwriting. Centres are reminded that examiners are only able to give credit for
what they can read. There was again some evidence this summer of a number of candidates
abbreviating words that should not be abbreviated in formal written English, e.g. the use of ‘gov’
instead of government. This is not a development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop reasoned
inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source thoroughly in relation to
the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature,
origin and purpose of the source.

Some candidates continue to use their contextual knowledge to describe events, sometimes with
only tangential links to what is in the source, in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and
to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the source
adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up no contextual knowledge to support their
arguments and analysis. It is disappointing to note that a number of candidates did not explicitly
address the focus of at least one of the enquiries or that candidates overlooked some element of
the question. Some responses were seen where candidates dismissed one of the enquiries as
having no material available for it. This will never be the case. Both enquiries always have some
relevant material, even though it is not necessarily always balanced.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood the
importance of identifying the appropriate second-order concept that was being targeted by the
qguestion and shaped their responses appropriately to meet the demands of the question. It
continues to be the case that a number of responses were seen that had a tendency to only deal
with one side of an argument; some of these were very impressive in dealing with that one side,
showing the links between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates
acknowledge the existence of a counter argument, where appropriate. Candidates need to be
aware of the chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the
chronology. Equally, the evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the
chronology of the question.
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In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of change
that are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the questions
that are set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again that this has
important implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet
point 2 at level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the
question. The requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question
may be more specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in
others. However, it was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any
section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was addressed.
To access bullet point 2 at level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question.
It was unlikely that most of the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a
restricted range that covered less than 60% of its chronology.
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Question 1

There were some very impressive responses to this question. Overall, most candidates found it
easier to address the second enquiry (with regard to the immediate priorities of the Bolshevik
government) than to the first (the way the Bolsheviks came to power) though all at least
attempted to examine both to some degree. Many noted, for example, that the Bolsheviks had
come to power by overthrowing the Provisional Government and there were some very good
examinations, using contextual knowledge, of Lenin's claims in this regard. When examining
Lenin’s immediate priorities, many inferred his desire to provide ‘Peace, Bread and Land’ in line
with his previous promises, though others also detected a pressing need to secure the support of
the armed forces for a government that lacked popular support, certainly outside St Petersburg
and Moscow. With reference to the provenance of the source, most wrote something of the
nature, purpose and timing of Lenin’s proclamation, while stronger answers often pointed out
that his need to rally support and stress the legitimacy of his government, led him to over-claim
and over-promise.

On the other hand, weaker responses had a less secure understanding of the Bolshevik seizure of
power and struggled to make use of the source as a result. Comments on the nature, origin or
purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on its use to
the enquiries specified in the question.
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L Examiner Comments

A strength of this answer is that it makes reasoned inferences from the source content with
regard to both enquiries. It adds some very good and relevant contextual knowledge to
illuminate what can be gained from the source with reference to the question. In evaluation,
the candidate makes valid comments on Lenin’s purposes in issuing the proclamation at this
time, though this is the least secure element of the answer. It was awarded a low L5 mark.

GCE History 9HIO 38

1"



Question 2

This question was often answered very well indeed. The stronger candidates made reasoned
inferences with regard to China's position following its defeat in the first Sino-Japanese War and
used extensive knowledge of the historical context to illuminate the content of the source. For
example, many commented on the loss of territory, the ceding of any claim to Korea and the vast
reparations demanded to argue that China was now in a very weak position and had lost any
claim to pre-eminence in south-east Asia. When considering the aims of Japan's government,
perceptive comments were made about Japanese ambitions to rival the western powers in China.
In consideration of the provenance of the source, many noted that it reflected the situation China
faced only in the immediate aftermath of defeat, and possibly did not illuminate Japan's wider
ambitions in China. Some candidates attempted, however, to evaluate its utility with reference to
events (such as the Boxer Rebellion) that could not be expected to be included in a treaty of
peace between Japan and China in 1895, an approach that was not valid.

Weaker responses often tended to paraphrase the source content. Comments on the nature,
origin or purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on
its use to the two enquiries.
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L Examiner Comments

In this answer reasoned inferences are made from the source content with regard to both
enquiries and relevant contextual knowledge is used to illuminate what can be gained from
the source with reference to the question. A strength of this response is the range of valid
comments made about the provenance of the source and the source's use to the enquiry,
which are then applied in coming to a judgement. It was awarded a low L5 mark.
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Question 3

This was the more popular essay in Section B of Paper 38.1 and there was a range of good
answers that scored in Level 4 and Level 5. Such answers were able to use very secure knowledge
to examine the use of repression and reform by the Tsarist government in Russia in the years
1905-06. Most tended to argue that repression was used effectively, though sometimes counter-
productively, to put down unrest in the cities, countryside and among the armed forces while
reform, or at least the promise of reform, was effectively targeted to secure middle class support
for the regime. Weaker answers tended to recount the details of the events like Bloody Sunday
without real depth or precision. Rather than coming to a reasoned judgement, these tended to
rely on assertion.
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L Examiner Comments

This response sustains an analytical focus on the key issues relevant to the question and
examines the relationship between them in coming to a judgement. Sufficient knowledge is
deployed to respond fully to the demands of the question. Valid criteria are established in
coming to a judgement and their relative significance is evaluated in substantiating its
conclusions. The argument is logical throughout, and communicated with clarity. It received
a safe L5 mark.

24
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Question 4

This question was often done very well. There was quite a wide definition taken by some of ‘the
Soviet system’, some including agricultural reforms and foreign policy. All valid approaches were
credited. Most candidates, however, focused their answers mostly on Khrushchev's attempts to
de-Stalinise the USSR in the period specified, evaluating the effectiveness of his reforms to the
legal and justice systems, decision-making within the Party and to the cultural and religious
environment. Weaker answers frequently knew little that was precise and accurate about the
USSR in the period, and were unable to come to a reasoned judgement.
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This answer identifies various key factors that are relevant to the question. Also, accurate
knowledge is included to demonstrate understanding of the conceptual focus of the
guestion, and to meet most of its demands. There is an attempt throughout to establish
criteria for judgement though the judgement is, overall, only partly substantiated. It was
given a mid-L4 mark.
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Question 5

This was by far the less popular of the questions in Section B of Paper 38.2 and there were
relatively few strong answers. Some did address directly the ways in which the Treaty of Tianjin
could have been responsible for the later massacre, the way in which it granted Christian
missionaries fuller access to China, for example, and the anger this created among some Chinese
people. However, weaker responses often lacked depth of knowledge of the years in question,
with some resorting to a general consideration of China’s position under the Unequal Treaties in
the late nineteenth century with scant focus on the Tianjin Massacre.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

Here, there is some analysis of key issues relating to the question. Though the knowledge
included is mostly accurate, it lacks depth and while the candidate attempts to establish
criteria for judgement, overall the judgement is weakly substantiated. The answer does
show some organisation and the argument is generally clear. Therefore, this essay was
awarded a top L3 mark.
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Question 6

This was the more popular question in Section B of Paper 38.2 and was often done very well
indeed. Many candidates had a very impressive knowledge of Jiang Jieshi's approach to Japan in
the 1930s, and were able to evaluate his seeming indifference to Japan's incursions, but also of a
range of other potential causes of the outbreak of war in 1937, for example the nature of
Japanese ambitions and the indifference of the international community to Japanese aggression.
This often led to reasoned and convincing judgements. Weaker answers often knew something of
these issues but sometimes conflated the first and second Sino-Japanese Wars or ranged beyond
1937 to consider American involvement. Such a lack of depth of knowledge, and accuracy, was
often a serious impediment.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number: Question3 [J Question4 [
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" / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This answer was placed at the top of L4. It addresses itself to a range of key issues relevant
to the question, and sufficient knowledge is deployed to meet most of its demands. Though
criteria for judgement are established, some of the evaluation is only partly substantiated.
Nonetheless the answer is generally well organised and communicated with clarity.
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Question 7

This was by far the more popular of the Section C questions for paper 38.1. Candidates who
attempted it often knew a great deal about communist policies in the period, and the ways in
which they did, or didn't, enhance the condition of the peasantry. They also tended to have
sufficient knowledge of a range of other factors that could be compared with the impact of
communist policies, most notably Emancipation and the reforms of Stolypin. There were many
impressive answers, however, where many candidates often stumbled in using what they knew to
plan their answers effectively and come to reasoned judgements. Many ranged across the period
with little form or direction and came to rather bland, sometimes unsubstantiated, conclusions
that appeared to have little reference to what had come before. Some answers tended to use a
chronological approach, considering events in order from 1855 through to 1991. While this can
still be valid, it often didn't help evaluation of the question. Also, there was a tendency in some
answers to range only across the first part of the period and to neglect developments beyond the
NEP or collectivisation.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus

L Examiner Comments

This answer contains an analysis of the relationship between key factors relevant to the
question, though it is limited in range across both of the factors considered and in the
chronology. It does, however, display sufficient knowledge to demonstrate understanding of
the conceptual focus of the question and meet most of its demands. Valid criteria by which
the question could be judged are established though the judgement is only partly
substantiated. It received a mid-L4 mark.
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Question 8

There were fewer attempts at this question but it was often done well. Stronger candidates
focused very clearly on the ways in which Stalin’s reforms could be considered a turning point in
the drive for greater agricultural productivity, making perceptive comments on collectivisation
and other policies, notably Lysenkoism. In comparison they were knowledgeable also of a
number of other potential turning points, notably Emancipation, Stolypin’s reforms and/or
Khrushchev's Virgin Lands Scheme. Weaker answers tended to know something of collectivisation
to describe the process rather than analyse its effects on productivity and, for some, the focus on
‘turning point’ in the question was entirely missed.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate sustains an explicit focus on the key elements of the question
throughout. It fully examines the idea of Stalin's reforms being a turning point in attempts to
boost agricultural productivity and considers alternative turning points across the period
specified in the question. It comes to a fully reasoned judgement based on valid criteria and
was given full marks.
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Question 9

This was, by some distance, the more popular of the two essays in Section C of Paper 38.2 and, in
general, it was done very well with many top L4 and L5 answers. Most candidates addressed
themselves clearly to the idea of the Great Leap Forward being a turning point in China's
economic development, with some looking at a range of ways it could be viewed as such (for
example, ideologically or methodologically). Most concluded that it was not the most significant
turning point, if only because of its colossal failures and its abandonment after only a few years,
and referred to other events, such as the Self-Strengthening Movement and/or, most commonly,
Deng's reforms, as being more significant. Some answers wanted a little for planning, tending to
lose focus or cohesion in places despite clearly being very well-informed. Weaker answers lacked

precise understanding of the significance of the Great Leap Forward and/or had little
chronological range.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question7 [ Question 8
Question9 ® Question 10 3
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Examiner Comments

In this answer, the candidate sustains an explicit focus on the key elements of the question
throughout. It fully examines the idea of the Great Leap Forward being a turning point in
attempts in China's economic development during the period and considers alternative
turning points in addition, from the Self-Strengthening Movement to Deng's reforms,
providing a full chronological range. It comes to a fully reasoned judgement based on valid
criteria and was given a safe L5 mark.
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Question 10

This question was answered by only a small number of candidates. There were some good
answers that addressed themselves specifically to the application of western technologies to
Chinese industry across the period, but often the link to Chinese industry was overlooked in
favour of a more general consideration of the influence of western ideas in China.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question7 [] Question8 [
Question9 [l Question 10 X
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\'/ / ResultsPlus

L Examiner Comments

Although treatment of the issues is somewhat uneven, this answer does analyse key issues
relevant to the question. Similarly, although in places its focus on industry is slightly loose,
sufficient knowledge is displayed to demonstrate understanding of the conceptual focus of
the question and to meet most of its demands. Criteria for judgement are established
though the conclusion is only partly substantiated. It received a mid-L4 mark.

68 GCE History 9HIO0 38



Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

+ Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries

+ Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop
valid inferences with reference to the question, supported by material contained in the
source

+ Candidates should avoid generic evaluation, e.g. ‘it was written for publication so it may be
sensationalised to sell more copies’

« There is no requirement to argue that the source is better suited to one enquiry than the
other; any comments made in relation to this will be rewarded according to how they fit with
the three strands of the mark scheme.

Sections B and C
+ Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach—this undermines the analysis that
is required for the higher levels

+ Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach

+ Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can
address questions with chronological precision

+ Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions

* Subject-specific terminology should be used precisely and accurately.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

70 GCE History 9HIO0 38


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html

Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



	Examiners' Report GCE History 9HI0 38
	Introduction
	Question 1
	Question 2
	Question 3
	Question 4
	Question 5
	Question 6
	Question 7
	Question 8
	Question 9
	Question 10
	Paper Summary

	Grade boundaries

