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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates across the ability range engaging with a range of questions on

Paper 37.2, Germany, 1871-1990: united, divided and reunited.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is based

on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).

Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by

targeting five second order concepts- cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and

difference and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to the process of

change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1).

Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and very few did not complete all 3

sections. There were, however, some scripts where reading the handwriting was a serious

problem.
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Question 1

Candidates found the source clear and many made effective use of the caption in their

evaluation. The source was interrogated by many candidates in order to identify points relevant

to both enquiries. There was much effective deployment of accurate contextual knowledge to

develop points although this was generally stronger in addressing the second enquiry. Answers

were generally well structured and a pleasing number of candidates weighed up the evidence

opening up access to the higher levels.
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Question 2

Stronger candidates relished the source and were able to identify and develop reasoned

inferences relevant to both enquiries. A significant number established Kohl’s qualities but some

were less confident in dealing with his policies, especially when dealing with the international

context in which he was operating. Many candidates made explicit use of the provenance and

integrated their comments into their discussion about both enquiries.
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The response merits a sound level 4. It addresses both enquiries but is stronger in dealing

with the qualities of Kohl as a politician than in identifying and explaining the aims of his

policies. It discusses the political context in which the speech was made and develops a

reasoned inference by identifying Kohl’s 'nuanced character' and referring to his 'step by

step' approach. It also makes effective points about the tone of the speech.

It is important to address both enquiries effectively in order to access the highest level.
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Question 3

This question promoted many well informed and balanced responses although there tended to

be more specific development of points about the significance of technology. There were some

very well argued responses which were rich in specific detail from the campaigns Moltke was

involved in. Answers were generally organised and clearly expressed.

10 GCE History 9HI0 37



Question 4

There were some excellent responses to this question which illustrated and explained the

deployment of technology in the Battle of Cambrai and its impact on the Western Front. These

answers tended to adopt a before and after approach weighing up the impact of the use of

technology in that campaign. However, a minority of candidates did not go far beyond the shock

effect of the deployment of tanks.
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Question 5

This was the least popular question in this section of the paper. Most candidates identified a

range of points to weigh against the nominated factor, eg Bismarck’s relations with the Reichstag,

the national liberals and the Kulturkampf. There was also some effective discussion of Bismarck’s

attitude to the rise of Socialism.
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This response merits entry point for level 5. It identifies a range of points, eg the nature of

the constitution and the impact of the Kulturkampf, as well as addressing the nominated

factor. It deploys some effective contextual knowledge, eg French statements about Catholic

rights, and begins to weigh up the relative significance of the different factors.

It is important to deploy contextual knowledge to support all points identified in order to

promote a substantial overall judgement.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question in this section. Stronger candidates showed knowledge and

understanding of the significance of the Night of the Long Knives and how it fitted into the Nazi

consolidation of power, notably how it impacted on eliminating internal opposition. A sound

range of other factors were considered, eg the Reichstag Fire, the Enabling Act and the action

against the trade unions.
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This response merits entry point for level 5. It has a sound focus on the nominated factor

and identifies a range of points, eg the Enabling Act and the restrictions placed on Trade

Unions in order to provide the basis for a balanced judgement. It begins to establish the

links between the policies and to weigh up the relative significance of factors.

This response shows how a range of points can be identified and illustrated as well as

showing the importance of a strong overall judgement to reach the highest level in all bullet

points.
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Question 7

This was the most popular question in this section of the paper. The majority of candidates cited

examples from across the timeframe starting with the powerful images from Mathew Brady in

the American Civil War through to CNN coverage of the Gulf War. Candidates also recognised

evidence of advancing technology with reference to film coverage from the Spanish American

conflict, through the Great War and the 1930s and then the Second World War with many

references to the film images used in the World at War, especially the episode dealing with the

Tarawa campaign. Many candidates also discussed, with effective illustration, other ways,

including written works by correspondents and novelists and sound recordings, with many citing

the work of Ed Murrow.
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Question 8

This was the less popular topic in this section but there were a number of well informed and

thoughtful responses. The nominated factor was generally addressed well with examples of

demonising the enemy and emphasising the cause the Allies were fighting for which continued in

the conflicts of the post war period. A couple of candidates wrote powerfully about present day

conflicts which could not be credited. Most candidates had a sound coverage of the timeframe

with some effective discussion, for instance, of the campaigns on both sides during the American

Civil War.
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Question 9

By far the most popular question on this section of the paper. The best answers focused on the

extent of change in the workplace rather than generic comments on the status of women in a

general sense. A significant minority of candidates devoted a substantial part of their response

discussing the impact on women during the Nazi period. However, many candidates showed

knowledge and a clear understanding of the significance of the growth of female factory workers

under the Kaiserreich, the 'new women' of the Weimar period and the opening of opportunities

for women post 1945.

GCE History 9HI0 37 29



30 GCE History 9HI0 37



GCE History 9HI0 37 31



32 GCE History 9HI0 37



GCE History 9HI0 37 33



A sound level 5 which addresses the nominated factor and a good range of other points with

some weighing up of the relative significance of points. There is some very effective

deployment of contextual knowledge to add substance to the overall argument.

This response is a very good example of thorough and well illustrated coverage of the

timeframe.
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Question 10

This was the least popular question in this section. There was sound coverage of the timeframe in

the majority of responses. Key developments were identified, the policies that developed

industrial growth under Bismarck, the economic recovery under Weimar and the policies of

Erhard post 1945. Many candidates were able to establish criteria on economic changes and

illustrate with specific detail. The strongest candidates made effective comparative judgements.

The question requires an informed review of the success of the German economy with specific

consideration of the relative importance of the periods 1871-1939 and 1945-90. Tt is important to

note that the period dominated by the Second World War is excluded. This involves Bismarck’s

moves towards an industrial economy, the post 1918 problems, notably the impact of the

Versailles Treaty and the recovery during Weimar. The Nazi economic policies increasingly

dominated by the military build-up. Then the period post 1945 where there is likely to be focus on

the Free Market economy and Erhard and the later development of the EEC.
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A sound mid level 4 response. Some key issues across the timeframe are identified with

some effective deployment of contextual knowledge. There needs to be more explicit focus

on the relative significance of points. The answer has a clear chronological structure.

Candidates should focus on making clear judgements of the relative significance of factors.
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Paper Summary

SECTION A

It is important to address both enquiries

Candidates should not simply paraphrase the source but identify and develop reasoned

inferences

Candidates should deploy appropriate contextual knowledge but it must be used to develop

points in their analysis

Candidates should read the caption carefully and make appropriate use of this in their evaluation

while avoiding stereotypical judgements.

SECTION B & C

Candidates should plan their answers to ensure that there is a focused and analytical response

Candidates should read the question careful and take note of the chronological parameters

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive response. Sustained analysis is the characteristic

of higher level responses

In Section C candidates must range across the timeframe

Higher level responses will consider the relative significance of a range of factors in order to reach

a balanced judgement.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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