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Introduction

It was good to see candidates engaging across the ability range in this series of exams with GCE A

level paper 35. Paper 35.1 deals with Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914 and Paper

35.2 with The British experience of warfare, c1790-1918.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is based

on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). S

ection B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by

targeting five second order concepts- cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and

difference and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the

process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1).

Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and few did not complete all 3

sections. There were a small number of scripts where reading the handwriting posed a significant

problem.
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Question 1

The majority of candidates were able to identify a range of points relevant to both enquiries and

a pleasing number developed reasoned inferences deploying their contextual knowledge to

illustrate key issues. There was some effective use of the caption to establish the context in which

the source was written and many candidates commented on the tone of the source.
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This response merits a sound level 5.  It works with the source to identify a range of points

relevant to both enquiries. It makes clear that Dalhousie was aware of a dual loyalty to 'the

Indian people' and to 'the Company'. It deploys contextual knowledge very effectively,

notably re Dalhousie’s utilitarian philosophy and is strong on his 'moral outlook'. The

candidate also shows awareness of the provenance and of Dalhousie’s desire to express his

feelings at the end of his term of office.

This response illustrates clearly the value of working closely with the source and identifying

and citing specific extracts.
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Question 2

The majority of candidates were able to identify key issues relevant to both enquiries from both

extracts. The first enquiry was competently dealt with and there was much deployment of

contextual knowledge, notably regarding Black Week and Buller’s conduct of that campaign.

Stronger candidates commented on the tone of the source and the clear evidence of frustration

from both Buller and Roberts. This manifested itself in the identification and illustration of

effective reasoned inferences. Overall, the address to the second enquiry was not as strong with

many candidates not identifying the nuance in the relationship between Buller and Roberts. The

majority of responses were structured and clearly expressed.
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This response merits entry point level 5. It works with the source to identify points relevant

to both enquiries and deploys contextual knowledge to support reasoned inferences. This is

especially true of the relationship between Buller and Roberts which it characterises as an

'uneasy relationship'. It cites some effective contextual knowledge to illustrate the military

situation and the different perspective of the two commanders. Thus, showing effectively

how the two enquiries are interlinked.

This response illustrates very clearly the importance of close analysis of the source to

identify key points and the way in which contextual knowledge can be used to support

inferences.
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Question 3

This was the most popular of the two questions in this section. The majority of candidates were

able to identify some key issues relevant to the scale of the threat posed by the revolt in Lower

Canada but, in a significant proportion of responses there was a lack of specific evidence to

substantiate the points being made. Stronger candidates were able to link points together to

develop a substantial debate. There were some interesting comparisons made with the situations

in other parts of the empire, notably in the East, which led to assessment of the relative

significance of the threat.
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This response is on the cusp of level 3 and level 4 and was awarded entry point level 4. It

identifies some key points, notably the character of the leader of the lower Canada

campaign group and the fears of a repetition of the earlier revolt in the American colonies. It

also compares the threat with other challenges to provide a sense of both scale and context.

The response refers to the leader of the Lower Canada movement and would have made a

stronger case if the qualities of leaders had been developed with some specific illustration.
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Question 4

This was the less popular question in this section, but the majority of responses identified a range

of points related to social, economic and political issues. Stronger responses discussed the

mindset of Baring and his concern to safeguard and promote British commercial interests.

Answers were generally structured and clearly expressed.
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This response merits entry point for level 5. It engages with the question and develops a

clear line of argument, and in the introductory paragraph indicates a clear overall judgement

which is sustained, ' … an Imperialist did not understand Egyptian cultural needs.' The

response does not ignore Baring’s positive contributions citing his stabilising the economy,

investing in irrigation projects and encouraging basic education for the children of the

fellahin but it is clear that Baring’s mindset restricted his reforms even in education and he

had no understanding of the Nationalist movement. The answer is structured and clearly

expressed.

One of the strengths of this response is the use of specific evidence to support a balanced

argument.
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Question 5

This was the more popular question in this section. The majority of responses were aware of the

achievements and reputation of the nominated factor and generally her contribution was

effectively illustrated. Most candidates also discussed the contribution of Mary Seacole but the

contextual knowledge here was generally less assured. Stronger candidates cited the impact of

the Government inquiry leading to the McNeill-Tulloch report. This meant that responses were

often rather narrow in range. It also meant that many responses lacked consideration of the

relative significance of factors.
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The response merits a sound level 3. It identifies three key points and describes some of the

work in each case. Relevant knowledge is deployed but the impact of the measures is not

clearly expressed and there is a lack of explicit weighing of the relative significance of each

factor.

The focus of this question is on measuring the relative importance of other factors against

the nominated factor and a more analytical use of the material is required for a higher-level

award.
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Question 6

This was the less popular question in this section. The majority of candidates considered the

weaknesses in British leadership with the focus of the majority being on Haig. Stronger

candidates also considered the opening phases under French. There was also consideration of

the German strengths and the reluctance to recognise the importance of tactical flexibility. Some

candidates wrote effectively about the failure of many commanders to fully recognise the

importance of the role of the RFC. Answers were generally structured.
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A sound level 4 response which identifies a range of points and argues a point of view with

some effective specific illustration. There is some address to the nominated factor but this

aspect required stronger development to promote the overall debate.

While it is perfectly legitimate to conclude that the nominated factor is not the most

significant it is generally good practice to make it a more central focus in the overall

argument.
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Question 7

This was the less popular question in this section. Many candidates did not explore the role of the

Americas as widely as anticipated but it was possible for a wide-ranging response to be

developed, covering the timeframe with a narrow definition. On the other hand, some candidates

ranged widely and there were interesting points made on the wider development of trade, eg in

the Far East. There was pleasing deployment of specific evidence to support some examples but

overall, there could have been more explicit discussion of the relative significance of factors.

This question was the less popular in the section. There was a limited interpretation of ' Americas'

in many responses although most responses did make points related to the expansion of trade

which could be recognised in relation to the generic mark scheme.
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This response was awarded a sound level 3. It identified some points related to the

expansion of trade, eg the abandonment of mercantilism, and also commented on the

significance of the Suez Canal. There were references to the nominated factor and there was

a narrow definition of 'Americas', so the overall judgement lacked substance.

Candidates need to be aware of the meaning of key items in the specification and to

recognise that 'Americas' meant more than trading relations with the United States.
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Question 8

This was the more popular of the questions in this section. There was generally a sound

understanding of the significance of the nominated factor and stronger candidates explained the

geopolitical as well as the economic significance of Cyprus. Most candidates identified a sound

range of other important naval bases and had a good understanding of their significance, eg

Gibraltar, Ceylon and the Falklands. Stronger candidates were those who not only had range but

focused on assessing the relative importance of the bases and how this evolved over the

timeframe.

This question was the more popular choice in this section. Candidates were generally aware of

the strategic significance of Cyprus both in a political and economic sense, eg to contain the

threat of Russian expansion and to further British commercial interests in the East. These points

should be measured against a range of other bases starting with Gibraltar and ranging through

the Mediterranean (Malta) and across the Atlantic to the Falklands. Strong responses had range

across the timeframe and assessed the relative significance of a range of points.
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A clear level 4 response which identified and began to weigh up a range of points spanning

the timeframe. The nominated factor was effectively dealt with in terms of political and

economic significance and a sound range of other points were developed. The response was

sound on political and economic aspects but lacked explicit discussion of the military

importance of naval bases.
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Question 9

This was the more popular question in this section. The majority of candidates were aware of the

contribution of the nominated factor and cited specific evidence to back up their argument, eg

Fisher’s determination to give greater recognition to the engineering skills required in the Navy if

it was to be an effective fighting force. Most responses had a reasonable coverage of the

timeframe with sound coverage of the significance of the Graham reforms and the advances in

technology which sometimes met with some initial resistance. Again, the most effective answers

focused on assessing the relative significance of factors.
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This response merits a sound level 5. A range of factors are identified and weighed against

the nominated factor to promote an informed debate. The answer is structured and well

organised with effective use of specific evidence to back up points.

In questions in which there is debate about which factor is the most significant it is

important to debate the relative impact of each contribution and to establish links between

different factors throughout the response.
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Question 10

This question was the less popular in the section and was not effectively answered by a

significant proportion of candidates. The question is clearly rooted in Theme 2 Bullet Point 2 of

the specification but clearly some candidates were unaware of the meaning of an 'organised

home front' and focused instead on general surveys of evolving battle tactics.
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This response is a sound level 5 and has a clear understanding of the term Home Front and

shows an awareness of how it developed from its origins when the country required a

significant contribution from the civilian population during the French wars, culminating in

the massive contribution during the First World War. The argument links points together

and has effective specific illustration.

It is very important that candidates are confident about the meaning of all the key terms

that are in the specification. The increasing civilian contribution to Britain at War is a very

significant element of the course.
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Paper Summary

SECTION A

Read the questions carefully and address both enquiries.

Candidates should not simply paraphrase the source but must identify and develop reasoned

inferences

Candidates should deploy appropriate contextual knowledge which must be illustrating points

being made.

Candidates must take note of the caption and other appropriate evidence to evaluate the source.

SECTIONS B & C

Planning is essential in order to produce an analytical response

There should be a clear and accurate sense of chronology and appropriate coverage of the

timeframe in Section C

Higher level responses require an assessment of the relative significance of a range of factors

leading to a balanced judgement.

GCE History 9HI0 35 79



Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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