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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to range effectively in the first post-Covid set of exams 
on A level paper 35 which deals with the British empire (35.1) and the British experience of 
warfare (35.2).

The paper has three sections. Section A has a compulsory question requiring analysis of two 
enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section 
B has a choice of questions that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1). Section C 
has a choice of questions requiring analysis of the process of change over a period of at least 
100 years (AO1). Most candidates divided their time effectively between the three sections. 
There were a number of cases where the legibility of handwriting caused problems.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to work with the sources to 
identify and develop inferences. They also evaluated the sources by using contextual 
knowledge and considering the nature, origin and purpose of the source.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that were shaped to 
meet the demands of the question. The Advance Information clearly helped them to use 
wide-ranging and detailed contextual knowledge to support their arguments.

In Section C, candidates are required to answer a breadth question covering a minimum of 
100 years. It is important to remember that in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme at least 75% 
coverage is necessary for level 5 and 60% for level 4. There was some evidence that the 
Advance Information may have had an adverse impact on the breadth of coverage in 

Section C.

In Section B and C, a significant number of candidates did not have a clear understanding of 
what is meant by 'criteria' in bullet BP3 of the mark scheme. It refers to the basis on which 
they make their judgement, not the issues they discuss in the process of reaching that 
judgement.

3 GCE History 9HI0 35



Question 1

The majority of candidates worked with the source to identify a range of issues and cited 
specific extracts to illustrate their points. Deployment of contextual knowledge was more 
uneven but generally sound. The second enquiry was less well addressed by many 
candidates. The author of the source was a moderate reformer who, as both the caption and 
details in the source indicate clearly, believed in a diplomatic route and, as many candidates 
pointed out, had a considerable influence on Durham. This indicates that he was 
instrumental in advancing the case for 'Responsible Government'. The author also refers to 
his concern that more extreme campaigners might gain the initiative if moderation failed. 
Some candidates revealed awareness that there were radical actions later in 1837 but did not 
comment that this was anticipated in the source.
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The response is focused and works with the source to identify and 
illustrate a range of points relevant to both enquiries. There is 
contextual knowledge throughout the answer to develop the valid 
inferences that have been made. The caption and contextual 
knowledge are used to evaluate the source.

A clear L5 answer

This response illustrates how a source can be interrogated to identify 
and illustrate points that form the framework of the response. The 
candidate can then deploy contextual evidence to validate the 
inferences.
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Question 2

The majority of candidates worked with the source and identified the French threat to British 
commercial interests but many did not develop its strategic importance during the French 
Wars. The second enquiry was generally well addressed with specific extracts cited and some 
strong deployment of contextual knowledge, especially about Nelson's relations with his 
subordinate officers and his meticulous planning. There was some strong evaluation with 
very effective use of the caption.

In this question the caption is very significant in terms of evaluation and there are clear 
opportunities to deploy contextual knowledge to develop an effective response.
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This is a sound level 4 response which works with the source and 
identifies several extracts which are significant and provide a 
framework for responding to the two enquiries. Inferences are drawn 
re both enquiries and there is some contextual knowledge to develop 
the points.
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When dealing with both Nelson and Wellington, who are both named 
in the specification, it is important that students have a wider 
knowledge of their military contribution than just Trafalgar and 
Waterloo.
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Question 3

A popular question tackled by 80% of candidates. The majority identified a range of factors 
with some strong contextual knowledge although the significance of the points was often not 
explained as clearly as it should be in this type of question. A significant minority of 
candidates spent more time discussing Burgoyne's wardrobe and champagne consumption 
than in commenting on his strategic failings, especially in communication. Other factors, 
notably French/Spanish intervention and the strengths of the Americans were discussed by 
the majority and there was considerable evidence of linking of points. However, few 
candidates discussed the contribution to defeat of the failings of the government in London 
and the failure to give the war priority.

This question requires identification and illustration of Burgoyne's weaknesses as a 
commander. The focus should be on the military implications of these points. The nominated 
factor should then be measured against a range of other factors and a wide ranging and 
informed debate developed. In this case British weaknesses as a whole should be assessed, 
and not just those of Burgoyne; the strengths of the American forces, including the role of 
Washington, and their advantages in knowing the terrain; the significance of the intervention 
by the French and Spanish.
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This answer merits entry to level 4 but at the lower end as the qualities 
required for a secure L4 are not sustained. There is some effective 
address to the nominated factor and other points are cited. However, 
their significance needs more illustration and explanation to promote a 
more substantial debate. The candidate uses the word 'criteria' but it is 
not clear what this really means in the context of the question.

It is very important that candidates have a clear knowledge and 
understanding of the significance of all names explicitly named in the 
specification.
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Question 4

Chosen by a minority of candidates but generally tackled competently although the range 
was often narrower than anticipated. Very few candidates, for instance, identified and 
illustrated the significance of Western Australia although it is specifically named in the 
specification. The economic developments, in both industry and agriculture, were generally 
well known and candidates were well versed in the contributions of Macquarie.

A broad question on the development of British influence in Australia. The nominated factor 
promoted discussion of the developments resulting from the crossing of the Blue Mountains 
and analysis of the significance of this compared to a range of other factors which are cited 
in the specification.
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A focused response with a clear and effective introduction. There is 
sound address to the nominated factor with some specific illustration 
of the importance of crossing the Blue Mountains. A range of other 
factors is identified with illustration which facilitates debate even 
though it is not fully comprehensive. There is a clear judgement and 
the response is well structured. Merits clear level 4.

It is important when working on each bullet point to ensure that each 
factor cited in the specification is fully addressed. In this response 
there is a sound range but no reference to Western Australia.
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Question 5

This question attracted slightly less candidates than Q6 but the standard was generally 
sound but with a lack of really strong responses. Of the two nominated individuals Emily 
Hobhouse was dealt with more effectively. Candidates were aware of her investigations and 
writings and of the impact they made. The majority of responses dealt with Churchill in a 
rather one dimensional way and only a minority discussed the importance of his accounts of 
the failings in Natal, especially by Buller at Spion Kop. Many candidates were aware of the 
development of the Press, especially the Daily Mail, but there was little development re the 
British political scene although a small number wrote well about the Khaki election.

The question invited a discussion of changing attitudes in Britain to the Boer War with 
specific reference to the impact of the writings of Churchill and Hobhouse. The majority of 
responses addressed both nominated factors at least soundly and identified other points 
that could be debated.
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A sound level 5 response. It is focused, clearly expressed and develops 
a balanced argument. It addresses the writings of both Churchill and 
Hobhouse with specific detail and assessment of significance. These 
points are then weighed against a range of other factors and the 
response is strong on context.

It is important that individuals named in the specification are covered 
in teaching and in examination responses where required.
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Question 6

Question 6 was answered by a small majority of the candidates. Most candidates wrote 
about the trenches, the development of tanks, and the role of the RFC with some knowledge. 
However, many did not explain the significance of their chosen points. Most answers 
included a judgement but, in many cases, it was asserted rather than following on from 
analysis of the impact of the points under consideration. Only the stronger responses linked 
points together to form a substantial and balanced judgement.

A question which invited debate on the controversial issue of whether the British Army 
adjusted to the changing military situation on the Western Front. A minority of candidates 
followed the 'Butchers and Bunglers' line but the majority, although criticising the policies 
adopted by commanders, recognised that there were positive arguments that could be 
advanced and weighed up.
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A clear L4 response. It focuses on the question and addresses a sound 
range of points with some linking and weighing up. In some sections 
there is scope for more specific illustration and explanation of the 
impact of the factor being considered. This is especially true re the 
contribution of the RFC. The response has a sound structure and 
develops a judgement.

Candidates should ensure that they cover the importance of 
developments in air power when they are considering the Western 
Front campaigns.
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Question 7

This question was chosen by a clear majority of the candidates. The nominated factor, the 
significance of Shanghai, was generally well known and many candidates explained the 
significance of the British influence. Most candidates were able to cover a broad timeframe, 
although a minority of responses neglected the earlier period. A very sound range of other 
factors, Singapore, Hong Kong, the Suez Canal, were identified by most candidates and their 
significance was usually explained. A significant minority did not weigh up the relative 
significance of their chosen points in order to develop a substantial judgement.

This question required informed address to the importance of Shanghai and an assessment 
of its relative significance when weighed against a range of other factors.
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A clear level 5 response. It has focus on the nominated factor and 
deploys a range of specific evidence to illustrate its significance. A 
range of other factors are identified which span the timeframe and 
their relative significance is considered throughout the answer to 
facilitate a balanced response. There is a clear judgement and the 
answer is well structured.
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In Section C it is very important to cover all the specific points cited in 
the specification in order to ensure effective coverage of the 
timeframe.

50GCE History 9HI0 35



Question 8

This question was chosen by a minority of candidates but there were some effective 
responses showing a clear awareness of the central importance of the Royal Navy in terms of 
representing British power and prestige and defending its interests. The nominated factor 
was addressed well, or at least soundly, by the majority. For instance, there was effective 
discussion of the vital significance of Gibraltar and the threat posed by piracy. Most 
candidates identified and developed a sound range but a minority struggled in this respect. A 
significant number of responses were held back by a failure to focus on illustrating, 
explaining and assessing the relative significance of their points.

The question requires an analysis of the role of the Royal Navy in defending British interests 
with specific reference to the relative significance of the nominated factor. The majority of 
candidates showed awareness of the argument for the importance of the stated factor, 
which is cited in the specification, but a significant minority struggled in this respect.
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A clear level 4 response. The candidate addressed the nominated 
factor effectively and identified and illustrated a range of other points. 
The argument for the importance of technology was especially well 
developed. The relative significance of some of the points could have 
been explored more. There is a clear structure and an overall 
judgement.

In Section C it is important that the relative significance of a range of 
points is at the centre of the argument.
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Question 9

This was clearly the more popular of the two section C questions. Most candidates addressed 
the nominated factor at least competently and were aware that the question related to the 
'fighting forces' and made appropriate references to the Royal Navy as well as the land 
forces. There was evidence of good specific knowledge of the different stages, perhaps as a 
result of the Advance Information, and many candidates used this material to compare the 
voluntary recruitment at the beginning of the First World War with the impact of the 1916 
legislation. The methods of recruitment for both land and sea during the French Wars was 
generally well known and there was some good discussion of the recruitment of native 
forces, e.g. the sepoys, during the 19th century. However, a significant number of responses 
neglected the significance of points such as the McNeill-Tulloch and Cardwell reports and 
their significance in improving conditions. Some candidates wrote well about the relationship 
between the state of the domestic economy (e.g. employment opportunities) and 
recruitment to the forces.

A clear question with a strong nominated factor which is cited explicitly in the specification. It 
is important that candidates range over the timeframe and do not focus unduly on the 
French Wars and the First World War.
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A clear level 4 response. The answer is focused and structured. It 
addresses the nominated factor and identifies and illustrates a sound 
range of other factors spanning the timeframe. Some effective 
weighing up and an overall judgement.

Candidates need to ensure that their responses to the Section C 
questions have coverage across the timeframe.
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Question 10

A minority of the candidates chose this question. Despite the word 'populace' appearing in 
the specification and after comments in the report on the previous exam question in which it 
featured, a number of candidates appeared to lack a clear grasp of its meaning. The 
nominated factor was addressed at least competently, and in some cases well, by most 
candidates and there was evidence of specific knowledge of the costs of the wars, especially 
the French Wars and the First World War. There was also some knowledge of the tax reforms 
that ensued. There was also good knowledge of the introduction of things such as War 
Bonds. Most candidates identified and illustrated a range of other contributions, e.g. the 
camp followers, the need for more agricultural workers and developments in Industry. There 
were many effective sections dealing with the massive contribution of women, especially 
during the First World War. Generally chronological spread was sound.

A question requiring identification of a wide range of points, often needing statistical 
support, covering a period in which the nature of warfare experienced massive changes. 
Candidates need to address the nominated factor, which is cited in the specification, and 
weigh its relative significance against a range of other points.
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A clear L5 response. The candidate engages with the question and 
develops a balanced and well informed debate. There is a clear 
understanding of the importance of the nominated factor and some 
impressive deployment of statistical evidence. A range of other factors 
is identified, again with specific illustration, and the relative significance 
of factors is weighed up. Fluently written with a clear structure.

Candidates must be aware of the meaning of all words and 
expressions that feature in the specification.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:


Section A

They must address both enquiries; there will be material in the Sources to support both
They should not simply paraphrase but seek to identify and develop inferences
Candidates should read the caption carefully so they do not mistake its intent
Candidates should deploy contextual knowledge to support inferences and evaluation.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid a narrative approach
Planning of the essay will aid effective analysis
Candidates should be aware of key dates as identified in the specification
Candidates should range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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