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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A Level
paper Option 2G.1: The rise and fall of fascism in lItaly, c1911-46 and Option 2G.2: Spain,
1930-78: republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy. The paper is divided
into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is based on two linked sources.
It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that
assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts -
cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance.

Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. There continues to
be an increase this year in the number of scripts that were seen that posed problems for
examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting, some of which were almost entirely
indecipherable. Examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read. There did seem this
summer to be evidence of a greater number of candidates using the language of the mark
scheme in their responses. However, many of these responses were not doing what they claimed
to be doing and it was felt that generally this was not a very helpful approach. There was also
some evidence this summer of a number of candidates abbreviating words that should not be
abbreviated in formal written English, e.g. the use of gov instead of government. This is not a
development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus of
the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This question
requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able to deal with
this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is perfectly acceptable,
as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their contextual knowledge to
describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and to discuss the sources. This
sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources adequately. In other cases,
candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual knowledge to support their
arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker candidates; some answers were seen
that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark scheme, but had very little that could be
credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to hold down the marks that were achievable in
this question.

In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers
clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was
being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a narrative approach that
made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped their responses analytically
but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual knowledge to support the arguments
that they were making. It continues to be the case that there are a number of responses that
have a tendency to only deal with one side of an argument; some of these were a sophisticated
analysis of that one side, showing the links between the issues that were raised, but it is essential
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that candidates acknowledge the existence of a counter argument, where appropriate.
Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate approach to answering
a question. Candidates should always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not
merely to present a list of factors. Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological
parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the
evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the
question.
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Question 1

Option 2G.1 has a larger entry than option 2G.2 and hence the majority of candidates answered
this question. Most candidates were able to interrogate the sources and in addressing this
guestion very many used the sources in combination which allowed access to level 4 and above.
The question attracted a wide range of answers. There were many well focused answers which
interrogated the sources effectively and were able to address the nature of fascism in the years
1919-21. The most successful answers demonstrated contextual knowledge of the development
of fascism from a movement with socialist leanings to a right wing movement that favoured
business over the worker, landlord over the peasant and dropped anti-clerical ideas in the hope
of appealing to Catholics and the papacy. Typically candidates made more of Source 1 in which
they identified the socialist origins and context in shaping the wording of the source. For the most
part Matteotti's source was identified only with violence of the PNF and the lurch to the right of
Fascism. The best responses were able to explain the reasons for the development,
demonstrating through their contextual knowledge a secure understanding of the values of a
section of Italian society in the early 1920s. Lower level responses relied wholly on the sources
and critiquing bias and summarising source content. In particular they did not make use of the
difference in date to understand a fundamental shift in fascist ideology and thus tended to write
off Source 1 as lies. In dealing with provenance, Source 2 was tackled more confidently than
Source 1 with candidates being able to address issues more securely. Many were able to consider
the position of Matteotti as an opponent of fascism and the nature of the source as a speech in
which he would be seeking to persuade the Chamber of the dangers of fascism, and interrogate
this with their knowledge of actions of the squads to consider how far Matteotti's claims about
fascist violence stood up to scrutiny. Although many candidates were able to make perceptive
comments about the nature of Source 1 as an election manifesto in which the fascists were
seeking to persuade the electorate to vote for them, too many candidates simply claimed it was
biased and not reliable and tended to test with evidence of what the fascists did when they were
in power which was not focused very effectively on the task set. There were also issues of
chronology where some answers were undermined by the belief that the fascists were in power
when these sources were produced.

Some use of provenance was stereotypical and added little to the evaluation. In levels 4 and 5, it
is important that candidates take note of the requirement that evaluation should use criteria that
are ‘justified and applied'. Therefore, candidates must go beyond asserting bias or impartiality
and demonstrate this with reference to evidence within the sources.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box 5 and then indicate your new question with a cross X.
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\/ { ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This is a Level 5 response. It is stronger in BPs 1 and 2. It does what L5 work frequently does
- it integrates the bullet points in the analysis provided. BP1 and 2: Level 5 skills are
demonstrated on pages 1-3 where the response considers how far Source 1 can be used, as
it is early in the fascist bid for power, and its limitations based upon that date. It makes
skilful use of contextual knowledge to discuss the rapidly changing nature of fascism and in
doing so demonstrates a real understanding of the values and concerns of the period from
which the Source originates. Similar skills are demonstrated using considering Source 2 on
pages 3-5. [BP1 L5; BP2 L5] BP3: The strengths and limitations of the two sources are
weighed up on page 5 and the weight they bear together is considered. There is a little too
much reliance on what they cannot do based on their dates. However, there is a
consideration of how far they can go and a sense of ‘degrees of certainty' demonstrated.
[L5-] Level 5: 19 marks [L5 L5 L5-]

lf \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip

Remember to ensure that you make a secure judgement on ‘how far’ when weighing up the
sources.

10
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Question 2

A much smaller number of candidates are entered for 2G.2. The best responses to this question
demonstrated that candidates possessed the ability to interrogate the sources effectively,
identifying the differences between Source 3 that was written a couple of years after the
outbreak of the civil war by a foreign journalist with a clear partiality for the republican side and
Source 4 which was a rallying cry to the Nationalists at the start of the war. In the most effective
answers, candidates were able to use the provenance of the sources in conjunction with their
content of the source to develop criteria to judge the weight of the sources and test the claims in
the sources. Although some candidates made some questionable assumptions about the sources
and presented them in a very stereotypical way, e.g. the source is valuable because he was there
or lacking in value because of bias, many were able to point out the subjectivity in Cockburn’s
account where the assassination of Castillo was the murder of a ‘defenceless man’ by the right,
whereas the assassination of Sotelo by the left-wing Assault Guard was accidental. Similarly at the
higher levels Franco’s Manifesto was clearly seen as a means to attract support to the Nationalist
side and inspire his troops to fight. Where candidates identify bias or subjective views, it is
important that they refer to them specifically in their answer to support their evaluation rather
than simply assert it.

The best responses demonstrated a clear and precise contextual knowledge with references to
the rising tensions in Spain, particularly since the election of the Popular Front, the significance of
the assassinations as the catalyst for the outbreak of war, and General Mola’s planned coup. In
level 4 and level 5 responses, this contextual knowledge was applied to the source material to
interrogate it and reach supported judgements. Some candidates did not use contextual
knowledge and this limited their achievement.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross (.
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\'/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.'. Examiner Comments

This is a level 5 response. Valid criteria are used to evaluate the source and reach a
judgment, e.g. Source 3 is external and was uncensored, thus offering a measure of
objectivity. The sources are analysed but interrogation is more limited, hence impacting on
achievement in bullet point 1. The use of contextual knowledge does demonstrate an
awareness of the values and concerns of Spanish society at that time, e.g in the government
attitude to left-wing agitation. [BP1 L4, BP2L5, BP3 L5]

' ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Using contextual knowledge to interrogate the claims being made by the writer is an
excellent way of developing evaluations.
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Question 3

This question was by far the most popular in Section B for Option 2G.1. In general it was well
answered. Many candidates scored highly on it, typically achieving mid- to high-level 4 with a
significant section achieving level 5 for detailed analytical answers that were balanced and stayed
focused on the main thrust of the question. Many candidates argued that the nature of the
electoral reform that Giolitti implemented in direct reaction to the invasion of Libya had
destabilised Italy and that led to the empowerment of PSI and the Catholics and the collapse of
trasformismo. It also split the Liberals and saw Giolitti trying and failing to make new pacts with
other parties. Most referred to the way in which the ANI destabilised the government, claiming
the victory and blaming Giolitti for the high economic and human cost. Some of the best argued
responses considered the way the empowered socialists contributed to the destabilisation with
the launch of Red Week as well as the long term implications of the north-south divide and how
the Libyan war had exacerbated all of the above. The lower level responses mentioned some of
the above points but did so with little attempt at depth and often with a lack of precision.

18 GCE History 9HI0 2G



Te pond .-l VAL O 5k AN, GG YRLNCOM

Ccvmhmr At INMANLLA. CF. LY G A8 NSk NG ...

A tvmmmmmmmum

GCE History 9HIO 2G 19



DL W%g-ebs:ﬂ' e POLLhCONCUA. ok LADY G M;n
0 (63, bw U Crtoued A

R % mmq&w hg

20 GCE History 9HI0 2G



" |
 werepue el Q.CAMQQMQ /b A P LR, it cmmm

VRN MVUAADLE AN, M. DIARCOM. DCUNL. W ANG

N PR ¢ wwumm:m DAM. Mo [V E VS S

GCE History 9HIO 2G 21



) ‘m.vae pw.n,ccu CVLQM/L‘%M P

22

GCE History 9HIO 2G



| Tmmﬁ,rc A has Wi of M,bya BYT%Y VS

GCE History 9HIO 2G

23



L Ovedd b G PR, (YU MO% ML IALIALCA o Whl G 1aca
LGk e INOWN. KOO fi GUAMNG WdRAnUehg IR iy b

N,

<{ < ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This is a Level 5 response that meets the level in all the bullet points. BP1: A very clear
argument is set out in the introduction, and this is sustained throughout the response. [BP1
L5] BP2: The range and depth of knowledge is very good and is fully focused on addressing
the conceptual focus throughout the response, e.g. on page 2, there is a discussion of the
impact of the invasion on the Italian economy. [BP2 L5] BP3: Criteria for judgement are
established throughout, e.g. on page 2, the relative importance of the invasion is discussed.
[BP3 L5] BP4: The answer is well organised with a coherent argument and precise support.
[BP4 L5] Level 5: 20 marks [L5 L5 L5 L5]

"' 'f \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

Top scoring answers require a tight focus on the wording of the question.
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Question 4

There were a limited number of answers to this question and in general they were not well
focused on the demands of the question. Many candidates had a very limited idea of what was
meant by the Corporate State, some believing it was the Liberal State that preceded Mussolini's
rule and others that it was merely another term for the fascist state. Consequently, the use of
relevant knowledge was very variable with many answers simply writing about economic policy
and the various 'battles’. The best answers to this question clearly understood that the Corporate
State was Mussolini's attempt to introduce a ‘third way' that had none of the disadvantages of
capitalism and communism, but all of the advantages. These responses made reference to the
control over workers through the Rocco Law, the favouring of business elites in the Palazzo Vidoni
Pact, the effectiveness of the Corporate State in dealing with the consequences of the
Depression, the relative ineffectiveness of the Corporations and the powerless nature of the
Chamber of Corporations, whilst noting how Mussolini's personal power was enhanced.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [®.

Chosen question number: Question3 [l Question4
Question 6 [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a low level 5 response. It has a very clear focus on the question as demonstrated in its
introduction. It provides detailed knowledge to assess the success and failure of the
Corporate State. It is more limited in developing counter arguments which does impact on
'how far' and therefore limits achievement in level 5.

=
Pty
A

/\Vj ResultsPlus

| Examiner Tip

This question focuses on different consequences. To address it effectively, you need to
establish criteria for judgement.
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Question 5

This question was answered by far fewer candidates than Question 6. In general, it was answered
well. Candidates tackling this question mostly stayed in high level 4. They were able to look at the
impact of the war in terms of debt and destruction of infrastructure, death and emigration of the
most skilled workers and the impact of diplomatic isolation. However most also were able to
weigh the impact of policies of autarky and the negatives of the syndicates in the process of
reaching a judgement.
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iﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a mid-level 5 response. It develops a range of factors with detailed knowledge,
including the impact of the civil war, emigration, diplomatic isolation, Franco's military
expenditure and autarky. It has a clear focus on the question throughout and reaches a

judgement.

Yook Yae Sgaoisn Gl

SR
™ | ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, candidates need to establish
criteria for judgement and apply them to the given factor and the alternatives.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question in Option 2G.2. Many candidates scored in mid to high level 4
with answers that considered the varying relations between Spain and Europe as well as Spain
and the USA. For the most part, candidates were able to talk about the similarity in the isolation
of Spain from the international community in both periods as a result of its association with
fascism and dictatorship as well as sympathies for Spain and tentative contacts because of its
anti-Communism that helped to bring it back closer to Europe. Some were able to refer to the
similarity in generally good relations with the USA from the signing of the Madrid Treaty in the
first period to the evidence of good relations in the second period as evidenced by Nixon's visit to
Spain in 1970. Candidates referred to differences in terms of the economic ties that Spain sought
to develop in the second period compared to its pursuit of autarky and economic isolation in the
first period. Some candidates also noted that the reasons for European rejection differed from
ideological opposition to Franco's regime in the first period to fear that Spanish produce would
have a negative impact on the sale of Italian and French agricultural products. Some candidates
had variable focus on the second order concept similarity/difference and strayed into change and
continuity which did impact on the development of criteria and hence the judgement.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question3 [ Question 4
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a level 5 response with sustained focus on the key issue - similarity/difference in
foreign relations. The knowledge is sufficient and deployed effectively to address the
question. Criteria are established and the extent of 'difference' is debated. There are
occasional issues with the coherence of the argument which places this in level 4 for bullet
point 4. [BP1 L5, BP2 L5, BP3 L5, BP4 L4]

A\
/"L’(' \ ResultsPlus
\_) Examiner Tip
This question focuses on similarity and difference. In similarity and difference questions, a
brief plan helps you to focus on the second order concept and to organise your response so
that you compare features for both similarity and difference.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in general
terms

Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed

Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources

Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather
than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are unlikely to gain
much, if any, credit

Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet points
that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that
is required for the higher levels

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a list
of factors

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the question
requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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