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Introduction

Candidates from across the ability range were able to engage effectively with the A Level paper 2E
which deals with Mao's China, 1949-76 (2E.1) and The German Democratic Republic, 1949-90
(2E.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based
on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises
a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five
second-order concepts: cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and
significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence
of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated.

Significantly, examiners continue to note that a number of scripts posed some problems with the
legibility of handwriting. This appears to have become more marked again this year. Candidates
are reminded that examiners can only give credit for what they can read. Similarly, examiners
have remarked on the increasing use of shorthand and abbreviations in candidates’ answers,
which often hinder meaning and spoil the flow of an argument, though this appears to have
become less noticeable this year.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus of
the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This question
requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able to deal with
this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is perfectly acceptable,
as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their contextual knowledge to
describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and to discuss the sources. This
sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources adequately. In other cases,
candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual knowledge to support their
arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker candidates; some answers were seen
that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark scheme, but had very little that could be
credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to hold down the marks that were achievable in
this question.

In Section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers
clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second-order concept that was
being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a narrative approach that
made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped their responses analytically
but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual knowledge to support the arguments
that they were making. It continues to be the case that there are a number of responses that
have a tendency to only deal with one side of an argument; some of these were a sophisticated
analysis of that one side, showing the links between the issues that were raised, but it is essential
that candidates acknowledge the existence of a counter argument, where appropriate.
Candidates are encouraged to ensure that they take the most appropriate approach to answering
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a question. Candidates should always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not
merely to present a list of factors. Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological
parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the
evidence that is presented should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the
question.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range but there were many strong and
impressive answers that accessed top L4 and L5 marks. These were able to develop inferences
from both sources with regard to reaction in China to the death of Mao and added to these with
impressive, focused contextual knowledge. From Source One, for example, many candidates
noted the claims made by the CCP with regards to Mao's achievements and tested these against
their own knowledge of his record since 1949. It was common for candidates to use, in
combination, the observation made in Source Two about the reaction of older people in rural
areas, that appeared to back up the claims made in Source One. In considering the weight that
the evidence of the sources could bear in relation to the enquiry, candidates frequently made
valid comments on the origins of Source One in particular, but there were some excellent
appraisals of Source Two's value to the enquiry as well, with regard to the author’s previous life as
a Red Guard for example.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by
rushed reading perhaps but one which affected candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.
Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources, often along
stereotypical lines, without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a
judgement. A significant minority of candidates did not consider the utility of the sources at all.
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Examiner Comments

Throughout this answer, the candidate makes reasoned inferences from the source material
with regard to the reaction to Mao’s death. The sense of interrogating the sources can be
seen most clearly reference to Source Two, where they talk about ‘the contrast between the
younger and the older people’, and in the following paragraph, where the candidate uses
the sources together to comment on ‘the idea that the people were for Mao's leadership.’ In
addition, the candidate uses their contextual knowledge to discuss the limitations of what
can be gained from Source One, for example with reference to Mao's record, commenting
that the source is ‘painting the positive aspects... and hiding the negatives.” Also, in
paragraph three, the candidate shows some understanding of the values and concerns of
the society from which Source Two is drawn, when they talk about the ‘old workers' (who
had a more positive attitude towards Mao) living ‘in a time when propaganda and
indoctrination tactics were very prevalent’. Finally, the candidate uses valid criteria as they
address the weight the evidence will bear in coming to a judgement. This draws on the
observations made concerning the provenance of the two sources earlier in the answer;
however the judgement as a whole is weakly substantiated. As a result, this answer was
awarded a top L4 mark.
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Question 2

This question was often answered very well indeed. Many of the better answers clearly identified
the various reasons suggested in Source Three for the increase in emigration from the GDR in
1989, and used their contextual knowledge to consider the validity of the claims made. There
were, for example, perceptive comments made with regard to the rigidity of the labour market in
East Germany and the ambitions of emigrants to pursue more fulfilling careers in the West. From
Source Four, many made valid inferences on the various ‘pull’ factors pertaining to emigration,
perhaps the possibility of reuniting families divided by the Wall. With regard to provenance,
meanwhile, candidates often referred to the veracity of the evidence given in Source Three as a
West German newspaper, though many comments often appeared stereotypical or generic.

Weaker answers tended not to engage fully with the content of the sources, a problem caused by
rushed reading perhaps but one which affected candidates’ ability to engage with the enquiry.
Many wrote extensively about the nature, origin and purpose of the sources often along
stereotypical lines without attempting to apply this to the content of the sources in coming to a
judgement. A significant minority of candidates lacked any engagement with the utility of the
sources.
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!/--.. Examiner Comments

One of the notable features of this answer is the confidence with which the candidate
interrogates the evidence of the sources to make reasoned inferences. For example, in the
first paragraphs, they note the ‘push factors’ for emigration and the ‘urgent incentive’' that
motivated some emigrants. They draw out ‘economic’ and other factors for the increase in
the number crossing into the FRG, and that a ‘broader societal malaise including limited
choices and a general feeling of suffocation’ was behind the decision to leave for many East
Germans in 1989. There are valid comments on the origins of both sources, but also on the
limitations of the evidence presented. The candidate rightly points out, for example, that the
evidence in Source Three may be compromised from being from those who ‘successfully
emigrated’ and that these are ‘personal anecdotes’ with nothing to suggest how typical they
are. This critical tone is also applied to Source Four, where they note that the leaflet was
specifically designed ‘to attract emigrants and may play down the long-term challenges of
emigration.’ Contextual knowledge is used effectively (e.g. with reference to the better living
standards and employment prospects’ of the FRG and the ‘changing political landscape of
1989"). It is clear that the candidate is well informed of the issues raised in the two sources
and is aware of the values and concerns of the society from which the sources are drawn
though it is only right at the end of the answer that more knowledge is displayed, and this is
hardly integrated into the argument. Overall, this answer was given a mid L5 mark.
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Question 3

This was a popular essay question, and it was often done very well with a variety of arguments
being made. Many candidates had extensive and detailed knowledge of the range of ways in
which the CCP benefited from participation in the Korean War, the Party being able to use it as
cover to strengthen its control domestically, for example through the various campaigns of the
early 1950s. Many often went on to look at how participation also benefited others in China such
as the reputations of Mao personally and/or the PLA for example, and argued convincingly that
the War certainly impacted many ordinary people negatively, perhaps because of the heavy
losses in battle. Others argued just as persuasively, that not even the CCP truly benefited from
the War given the economic damage done to China by participation and the souring of its
relations with both the USSR and the USA.

Many weaker answers lacked range and depth of knowledge, and their answers were often
imprecise and lacking accuracy. Judgements tended to assertion without being supported by the
evidence presented.
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Examiner Comments

In this response, the candidate focuses clearly on some of the key features raised by the
guestion throughout their answer (for example in paragraph two, where different means by
which the CCP was strengthened by participation in the War are explained). The knowledge
displayed is sufficient to demonstrate understanding of the conceptual focus of the
question and meets most of its demands (details of the extent of the financial burden
placed on the PRC is an example). In coming to a judgement, the candidate considers the
central issues in the introduction and establishes criteria for judgement in the last
paragraph by considering the benefits accruing to the CCP in eliminating its opponents,
against the economic costs of the War. Overall, the answer is generally well organised,
advancing its argument coherently and clearly throughout with support and challenge to the
given statement. As a result, it was given a mid L4 mark.

24
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Question 4

This was the less popular essay question on Paper 2E.1 and there was a range of responses from
across the ability range. Some very good answers had an impressive knowledge of developments
in Chinese agriculture in the years 1949-57 and were able to assess, convincingly, the degree to
the problems inherited by the CCP following the Civil War were addressed in this period. Thus, for
example, many argued that for all the ideological and organisational changes of the early 1950s,
from peasant proprietorship to MATs and, ultimately, cooperatives and communes, production
and efficiency levels improved, but did not do so significantly, hence the need for still greater
reform.

Weaker candidates knew something of the reforms and organisational changes made to Chinese
agriculture in the early 1950s, though this was often patchy and imprecise. Above all, however, a
significant number of candidates did not correctly identify the limitations placed on them by the
time period specified in the question. As a result, many wrote extensively about the agricultural
changes introduced in China as part of the Great Leap Forward after 1957 and/or wrongly
attributed the Four Pests Campaign or the Great Famine to the early 1950s. This resulted in large
parts of their answers being irrelevant to the question.
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Examiner Comments

This response addresses some of the key issues relevant to the question and includes
knowledge sufficient to demonstrate understanding of the conceptual focus of the question,
and meet most of its demands. However, it tends to deal mostly with the process of
agricultural reorganisation and lacks some depth. Certainly the answer is well organised and
the argument is communicated with clarity. Valid criteria are established in the process of
coming to a judgement. Overall, it was given a mid L4 mark.
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Question 5

This was the less popular of the two essay question on Paper 2E.2. Most answers focused clearly
on the various factors that led to the creation of the GDR in 1949, most commonly those relating
to the breakdown in relations between East and West in the years preceding, for example, the
growing cohesion of the western zones and eventual creation of the FRG. Others placed
emphasis on the influence of the USSR under Stalin, which gave the final decision on the creation
of the GDR. Where even good answers were often less convincing was in evidencing the role of
the SED in this process. Beyond some descriptions of the role of Ulbricht on his return to
Germany following the War and the SED's creation as a ‘merger’ between the KPD and SPD, many
candidates seemed unsure of how the SED paved the way for the creation of the GDR by, for
example, asserting control of civil society in the East during the late 1940s and removing potential
opponents.

The weaker responses tended to lack precise knowledge of the issues raised by the question.
Some also paid little attention to the date in the question and wrote extensively about the
manner in which the SED ruled the GDR during the 1950s.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question3 [ Question4 (]
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Examiner Comments

Here, the candidate provides a range of key issues relevant to the question, that is reasons
for the creation of the GDR in 1949. It certainly provides knowledge sufficient to
demonstrate understanding of the conceptual focus of the question and to meet most of its
demands. However, it is less convincing when discussing the main factor, the role of the
SED, than it is when considering the others. Therefore, while the answer is communicated
with clarity and precision and valid criteria are established in coming to a judgement, it was
given a top L4 mark rather than anything higher.
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Question 6

This was the more popular of the essay questions for Paper 2E.2. There were a variety of
approaches taken and there were many impressive answers. The best were able to sustain their
focus on the various differences and similarities between the GDR under Ulbricht and Honecker.
Most agreed that the fundamentals of communist rule were the same under both, for example
the emphasis on the command economy, the control of the population through censorship and
propaganda, and the Stasi. Such answers went on to argue, however, that most of the key
differences were in emphasis, for example how policy under Honecker paid more attention to the
quality of life of East Germans, or prioritised better relations with the FRG. The better responses
were able to respond specifically to the degree of difference between the two GDRs raised by the
word ‘very' in the question.

Weaker responses sometimes did not have sufficient precision and sometimes mistook the GDR
under Ulbricht for the GDR under Honecker. As a result, their judgements lacked conviction.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box 5 and then indicate your new question with a cross 3.
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Here, the candidate focuses throughout on the similarities and differences between the East
Germany of Ulbricht and the East Germany of Honecker. For example, they make attempts
to compare their attitudes towards women and work, towards industrial policy and towards
foreign powers, therefore showing some analysis and attempts to explain links between key
features of the period and the question. Similarly, mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is
included (for example, concerning central planning in the last paragraph) though the
material lacks depth and, on occasion, is wrong. The candidate does make a judgement in
the first paragraph and attempts are made to establish criteria. For example, it is noted that
both leaders were similar in approach by their sacrifice of consumer goods for heavy
industrial progress. The evaluation (largely in paragraph one) has some support but is
imprecise. Finally, the answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument
is clear though coherence and precision are missing in places. Therefore, this answer was
given a mid L3 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in general
terms

Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed

Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources

Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather
than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are unlikely to gain
much, if any, credit

Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet points
that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach. This undermines the analysis that
is required for the higher levels

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a list
of factors

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the question
requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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