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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level paper 2C, which deals with France in revolution, 1774-99 (2c.1) and Russia in revolution,
1894-1924 (2c.2). The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory
question that is based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in
depth (AO1) by targeting five second-order concepts - cause, consequence, change and
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance.

Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. There continues
to be an increase this year in the number of scripts that were seen that posed problems for
examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting, some of which were almost entirely
indecipherable. Examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read. There did seem
this summer to be evidence of a greater number of candidates using the language of the
mark scheme in their responses. However, many of these responses were not doing what
they claimed to be doing and it was felt that generally this was not a very helpful approach.
There was also some evidence this summer of a number of candidates abbreviating words
that should not be abbreviated in formal written English, eg the use of gov instead of
government. This is not a development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus
of the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This
guestion requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able
to deal with this reasonably well. Approaches to integrating the sources do vary, but that is
perfectly acceptable, as long as they are discussed together. Some candidates still continue
to use their contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to
illuminate and to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with
the sources adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no
contextual knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always
weaker candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the
mark scheme but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this
was to hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.
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In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. It continues to be the case that
there are a number of responses that have a tendency to only deal with one side of an
argument; some of these were a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links
between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the
existence of a counter argument, where appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure
that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should
always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely to present a list of
factors. Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological parameters of
qguestions and to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the evidence that is
presented should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the question.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Responses to this question came from across the ability range. Most candidates noted
aspects of source provenance, such as the position of the authors, and the stronger answers
explained how this impacted the utility of the two sources, evaluating the weight the
evidence would bear when coming to the judgement. Responses were generally stronger
when addressing the Mercier source, as a moderate member of the Third Estate. Fewer
students demonstrated knowledge of the cahiers of the nobility and their purpose . Stronger
responses demonstrated an understanding that the relationship between the different
estates of French society on the eve of the 1789 revolution was very tense; these responses
showed understanding of the nature of challenges within French society at this time. A
number of good candidates who were able to make excellent developed inferences from the
sources did not consider them together but focused on writing about each source separately.
This is, of course, a legitimate way of dealing with the sources but places additional emphasis
on the need for comparison in the evaluation.

Weaker responses offered a lack of supporting context, taking the sources very much at face
value. However, most response were able to develop some degree of inference from the
source content. Weaker responses dismissed sources, particularly Source 2, as biased and/or
made very general/stereotypical comments about provenance. There were candidates that
failed to deal with source utility at all.
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/'--.. Examiner Comments

This response was able to access L5. Though the sources are largely
treated in isolation, the candidate does demonstrate how they can be
used as a set at the end of the answer. There is a real sense of period
resonance in this response. The candidate is clearly able to interpret
the source material in the context of the values and concerns of the
society at the time; they are clearly aware of the social structures and
tensions in France in the period the sources are taken from.
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Question 2

Most candidates were able to identify hunger as being a reason to explain the February 1917
Revolution in Russia, which was included in both sources. More candidates than in previous
years seemed able to demonstrate how the sources could be used together to show the
causes of revolution, building inferences and using valid material from the sources to
support their arguments. Candidates were able to add contextual knowledge to their analysis
of source provenance, with stronger answers demonstrating the impact that the position of
the authors had on utility due to their political beliefs and stances. Stronger responses were
able to explain the impact these aspects had on source utility and evaluated the weight the
evidence would bear as part of coming to their overall judgement. The best responses
included excellent evaluation of Source 4, considering how the use of language might reflect
Marxist philosophy. More candidates than in previous years seemed able to demonstrate
how the sources could be used together to show the causes of revolution, building inferences
and using valid material from the sources to support their arguments.

Some candidates failed to note that Trotsky was writing in the USA, although they did note
the disparity in timing between the two sources. Few commented on the tone of the sources.
Some candidates did confuse the February and October revolutions. While there is some
transferable material between the two, considering the impact of World War |, it is vital that
candidates have a firm grasp of the chronology and are able to differentiate between events.
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N 1{ ResultsPlus

/--.. Examiner Comments

The response uses the sources together, with a really tight focus on
how far the historian could make use of the sources to investigate
reasons for the February 1917 Revolution in Russia throughout this
response, if material could be developed further. Page three clearly
demonstrates a candidate making inferences from the source material
and expanding on those inferences through use of own knowledge.
This was judged to be a secure L4 response.
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Question 3

Question 3 was by far the more popular question in 2C.2 Section B, and there was a wide
range of responses. Most were able to analyse a range of features that contributed to the
downfall of the monarchy. The majority of candidates demonstrated at least a basic
understanding of the progress of war in Austria and Prussia, and the different factors at play
in the collapse of constitutional monarchy. The very best candidates established criteria to
properly explore comparative factors and were able to explain the influence of each factor in
further radicalising the sans culottes.

There were some pre-planned essays where candidates found it difficult to manipulate to
answer the focus of this question. In weaker responses it was with Austria and Prussia, which
was not tackled as well as other issues. There were some responses that fell into
chronological narrative, rather than offering a range of factors and weighing them. A minority
of candidates confused the chronology of 1791-1792.
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N ‘{ ResultsPlus

/---.. Examiner Comments
This is a L3 response that offers a limited explanation of the impact of
war with Austria and Prussia on the collapse of constitutional
monarchy in France in the years 1791-92. There are a range of other
factors, but depth and development of each is limited. There is some
analysis and attempt to explain links between the relevant key features
of the period and the question.

T\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Candidates must ensure that they suitably develop the question
premise, in the case of war with Austria and Prussia, before moving on
to consider other factors or themes. To reach a substantiated

judgement, it is vital that knowledge of the factor in question is
developed, even if the intention is to suggest that the issue was of less
importance than other matters.
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Question 4

Far fewer candidates chose this question than question 3, due to the unnatural nature of the
comparison. Those who did answer the question were able to identify differences between
the two periods, coming to a judgement about whether it was ‘markedly’ different. Strong
responses could either distinguish between differences and similarities or focus on
‘markedly’ to test the extent of the similarity. Most candidates were able to identify the
differences in targets of the terrors, and the levels of brutality.

Some candidates had difficulty in structuring a comparative answer, resulting in
chronological passages with limited analysis. Comparative questions, by their nature, invite
analysis, but candidates do need to practice identifying similarities and differences to
produce balanced responses.
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p / ResultsPlus

/‘-—-.'. Examiner Comments
This is a similarity/difference response that accesses L5 because of its
keen focus on demonstrating the extent to which the Terror of 1793-94
and the White Terror of the mid-1790s were markedly different. Note
the candidate develops both similarities and differences talking about
the Terror and the White Terror in tandem throughout. Thus,
demonstrating sustained analysis of the relationship between key
features of the period.
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Question 5

This question was slightly more popular than Q6. There were a range of answers on this
topic, but most were able to discuss the failings of the Russo Japanese war effectively. Most
candidates were able to make a judgement as to what was the most significant factor to
cause the 1905 revolution was: the Russo Japanese war or domestic problems. Stronger
responses analysed the links between factors, including the events of ‘Bloody Sunday’, and
how they interacted in causing the 1905 revolution, using a wide range of evidence to
support their conclusions. The best responses evaluated long/short-term causation and
triggers.

Weaker responses considered different factors in isolation and did not compare them in their
conclusions or evaluations. Some responses did over-generalise; seeing peasants and
workers as a homogeneous group. A minority of candidates focused on domestic problems,
neglecting to contextualise the Russo-Japanese war. Fewer still focused on the reasons for
war without showing how this then caused discontentment/opposition. A minority of
candidates did confuse events from 1917 with those of 1905.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response offers focus on why the Russo-Japanese War could be
seen as the main reason for the revolution in Russia before moving on
to discuss domestic factors. Valid criteria by which the question can be
judged and applied in the process of coming to a judgement.
Therefore, this is a fair L4 response.

i 1
e

).

s ResultsPlus
\-/

) Examiner Tip
Keep a keen focus on the question where it invites a thematic
response. Candidates should demonstrate they are weighing factors
throughout their answers to reach a substantiated overall judgement.
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Question 6

Most candidates demonstrated a good contextual understanding of the events behind the
Bolshevik consolidation of power, supported by precise evidence. Many candidates displayed
an understanding of the Bolshevik consolidation of power, stronger answers linking the
peace of Brest-Litovsk to the Civil War and the Cheka. The best responses considered both
how the peace of Brest-Litovsk could be seen as a help and hindrance in Bolshevik attempts
to the consolidate power, sometimes considering the interrelationship between the peace
and the development of the Civil War . Stronger responses were additionally able to
contribute knowledge of how Bolshevik economic policy eventually helped them consolidate
power.

Weaker responses focused on the peace of Brest-Litovsk and no other factors, whilst others
demonstrated limited knowledge of the terms of the treaty . Some candidates failed to
analyse the relationships between the factors they identified, with own knowledge lacking a
range or depth. A minority of candidates struggled with the chronology, confusing events
between 1918 and 1924. Thus, producing responses that lacked clarity.
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< { ResultsPlus
~ Examiner Comments

This is a L5 response that considers the significance of the peace of
Brest-Litovsk in the Bolshevik consolidation of power in the years 1918-
24. However, it also considers how the treaty may have also hindered
the Bolsheviks in their attempt to consolidate power, before moving on
to offer some range in counter argument. Valid criteria by which
judgement can be made are established and applied. Their relative
significance is evaluated in the process of reaching and substantiating
an overall judgement.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

e Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in
general terms

e Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed

e Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources

e Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit

e Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet
points that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

o Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range

e Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels

e Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

e Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a
list of factors

e Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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