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Introduction

Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A Level

paper Option 2A.1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053–1106 and

Option 2A.2: England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154–89. The paper is

divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is based on two linked

sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of

essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order

concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences

based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the

demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and

through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be

disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus of

the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This question

requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able to deal with

this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is perfectly acceptable,

as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their contextual knowledge to

describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and to discuss the sources. This

sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources adequately. In other cases,

candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual knowledge to support their

arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker candidates; some answers were seen

that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark scheme, but had very little that could be

credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to hold down the marks that were achievable in

this question.

Answers driven by largely own knowledge were rarer this year but a significant number of

candidates failed to interrogate the sources preferring to fact check selected quotations against

their own knowledge. Some of these included valid inferences which enable marks within level 3

but fewer were able to distinguish between information, claim and opinion to achieve level 4/5

marks. A disappointing number of answers this year displayed little or no understanding of the

historical context of the sources. Many candidates were unable to interpret source material in the

context of the values and concerns of the society from which they were drawn which restricted

their access to higher level 4 and level 5 marks.. The use of the sources in combination continues

to improve and in the better answers and even the weaker answers retained a focus on the

question.

A number of candidates were disadvantaged in this section by poor examination technique.

Some candidates ran out of time and were unable to reach judgement having spent a

disproportionate amount of time in extended explanations which were not relevant to the

question. Questions 3 and 5 were the most popular questions in each option and most

candidates had sufficient information to produce a reasonable answer but a significant number

struggled to organise their knowledge in way which addressed the question. The answers to

Question 4 and 6 were generally less well answered with candidates unsure how to address the

words “completely” and “complete”. A significant number of answers still indicate an inability to
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set criteria by which to judge the question.
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Question 1

This question was reasonably well answered. There were some very thoughtful well argued

answers to this question which combined reasoned inferences with sufficient knowledge of the

historical context to discuss effectively what can be gained from individual sources and the

sources in combination. Most candidates were able to retain their focus on the question, but a

significant minority were unable to resist the temptation to explain why King Harold lost the

Battle of Hastings from their own knowledge. Better answers, however, were able to consider

how far the historian could make use of the sources to investigate the reasons for the defeat of

Harold Godwinson.

In general source 1 was investigated more thoroughly than source 2 with candidates considering

the type of documents the author might have been exposed to in the writing room at Durham.

Although most candidates identified the tone of source 1 as relatively neutral, better answers

noted evidence of a more sympathetic approach to the difficulties faced by Harold Godwinson,

concluding that Simeon’s account reflected his exposure to an English perspective on events.

The treatment of source 2 was less discerning. Most candidates identified William of Poitiers’

support for William I with many describing his approach as propaganda in support of William’s

claim to the throne but fewer failed to support that assertion with a thorough interrogation of the

source. Many candidates mentioned the Papal banner and some referred to William wearing the

relics on which Harold had sworn to support him but few seemed to understand why this was of

any importance in the 11th century which relates to the comment in the previous paragraph on a

worrying lack of awareness of the historical context.

Although many noted the description of Harold as a murderer and of Queen Edith praying for

William to succeed in the battle, these claims were accepted by most as a fact and evidence of

Harold’s lack of popularity in England. Few answers actually challenged this assertion by Poitiers.

Some commented that it was odd, as Queen Edith was presumably Anglo Saxon but fewer knew

that she was Harold’s sister. Only the higher level 4 and 5 answers questioned whether she was

likely to have prayed for the defeat and possible death of her brothers Harold, Gyrth and

Leofwine.

Many candidates displayed a sound understanding of the preparations for and conduct of the

battle and were able to analyse the source material in the context of Harold’s difficulties following

the battle of Stamford Bridge and the battle tactics and leadership qualities displayed on both

sides during the battle of Hastings itself.
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This is a Level 5 response in which the sources are interrogated with confidence and the

evaluation is justified and fully applied. The Level 5 qualities are particularly demonstrated

on pages 3-5 where the analysis and evaluation are integrated, accessing all the bullet points

to reach a judgement. For example, on page 3, in evaluating the reliability of Source 3[BP3],

there is a reasoned inference about the author painting an ‘heroic’ picture of Harold[BP1]

and then interrogating this with carefully selected contextual knowledge [BP2] of both the

time of writing, which would affect how the author presented Harold, and the events, such

as Harold’s rapid march south, that is presented as ‘valiant’ by Simeon but had been

considered foolhardy by other historians. The sources are weighed to reach a supported

judgement. Level 5: 20 marks [L5 L5 L5]

Remember to ensure that you make a secure judgement on ‘how far’ when weighing up the

sources.
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Question 2

Question 2 was answered less well than Question 1 principally owing to a lack of rigour in

interrogating the source material; indeed in many cases sections of source 1 were ignored

altogether. The nature and purpose of the documents were not fully examined in many cases and

few attempts were made to judge the weight the evidence of the sources will bear in coming to a

judgement.

Most candidates made determined attempts to consider the sources in combination;

unfortunately in weaker answers this meant focusing exclusively on the threat presented by

William the Lion as this is referenced in both sources 3 and 4. Some candidates determined that

the Great Rebellion could only be considered serious if other reigning monarchs were involved,

so restricted their answers to William of Scotland and Louis of France.

Better answers did consider the threat posed by the Young King and his brothers Richard and

Geoffrey with rarer mentions of Eleanor of Aquitaine’s role in supporting them, but only the high

level 4 and level 5 answers also considered the part played in the rebellion by the ‘men of

Aquitaine’, ‘the count of Flanders’, ‘the Earl of Leicester’, ‘the Earl of Chester’ and the ‘so many and

great barons who deserted the elder King and other English barons’. Henry’s powerful

supporters, including Richard de Lucy, the barons of the exchequer, the city of London and the

merchant classes were equally rarely considered when determining the seriousness of the

rebellion.

Some candidates were unsure how to determine the nature and purpose of source 3 and many

restricted themselves to the assertion that truth could be expected from a “clergyman”; however

better answers noted that William of Newburgh was not personally involved with Henry II and

might be considered relatively impartial while noting a certain disapproval of the actions of the

young King in this source.

Most candidates struggled with source 4 as few seemed to know what minstrels were and

therefore ignored the fact that the source is clearly intended to be recited and it is written in

verse. Most candidates however did attempt to use the sources in combination.
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This is a Level 5 response with clear focus on the task. It demonstrates interrogation of both

sources and reaches judgements. The evaluation of Source 4 is stronger than that of Source

3, discussing the impact that the nature of the source has upon its reliability. Secure

knowledge is employed to interrogate the sources and there is a real sense of

understanding the values and concerns of 12th century society.

Using contextual knowledge to interrogate the claims being made by the writer is an

excellent way of developing evaluations.
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Question 3

This question was by far the most popular in section B for Option 1 and in general was very well

answered. Most candidates had a good working knowledge of the key features of the Anglo

Saxon economy, the control of the coinage and the silver penny in particular. Many had a clear

understanding of the trading relations of Anglo Saxon England and it was pleasing to note a much

better understanding of the importance of inland ports and key centres of population than in

previous years. Candidates were able to demonstrate how the successful economy supported a

sophisticated taxation system which enabled effective government.

Most answers were able to identify other reasons for the strength of Anglo Saxon England

including the role of the king as the only one able to raise the army and the lawgiver at the head

of the well developed legal system with the shire and hundred courts. Many answers noted the

role of central and local government identifying the contribution of the Earls Sheriffs and reeves

in securing the strength of Anglo Saxon England under Edward.

Most candidates also identified the Earls, Harold and Tostig Godwinson in particular in securing

the peace of England. In dealing with this topic candidates displayed how far they understood the

need to maintain focus on the question. Weaker answers restricted themselves to a brief

mention of the silver penny and an extensive description of the Welsh campaign conducted by

Harold and Tostig with analysis of the tactics and weapons used and the frequent descriptions of

the fate of Gruffydd ap Llewelyn. Unfortunately, some more promising answers ran out of time to

continue their analysis of the various factors contributing to the strength of Anglo Saxon England,

having spent too long discussing how Harold was able to defeat Gruffydd.
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This is a Level 5 response. BP1: The key issues are explored by a sustained analysis. E.g. on

pages 1-2, there is an examination of the strong economy and the development of the

argument that it was not the key reason as it required the Godwins to defend it. This

argument is sustained throughout the answer. [L5] BP2: Excellent knowledge is deployed

throughout, e.g. the effectiveness of the legal system in north and south. BP3: Valid criteria

are established – principally the importance of the Godwins – and applied in discussing the

relative importance of each reason. The final judgement does not return to the given

reason. [L5] BP5: The response is well organised and logical and coherent throughout. [L5]

Level 5: 19 marks [L5 L5 L5 L5]
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High scoring answers require a tight focus on the wording of the question.
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Question 4

This question was answered by half as many candidates as Question 3 and was in general less

well answered. The principal difficulty encountered by candidates answering this question aligns

with comments made in the introduction to the report on the sources' questions, viz little or no

understanding of the historical context. It is surprising that it is possible for A level candidates to

have such a limited understanding of why the relationship of the king with the church is of

consequence in 11th century England. A number of candidates noted that both William 1 and

William Rufus were both Catholics and that neither had chosen an alternative religion or none. In

general the relationship of William I with Lanfranc was better understood than the approach of

either William Rufus or Anselm. Better answers were also able to identify the role of the papacy in

relations with the English King.

There was some understanding of the Gregorian reforms and many candidates were able to

identify problems with simony and pluralism but fewer were able to examine similarities in the

approach of William I and his son, in particular their determination to retain their authority as

Kings. A number of candidates confused the role of Anselm in disputes with William Rufus with

his later problems with Henry I regarding lay investiture. There were some very good answers but

many candidates struggled with the concept of ‘completely different’ and restricted themselves to

listing the interactions of William with Lanfranc and William rufus with Anselm without

determining how far they could be determined as completely different.
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This is a level 5 response. It has a very clear focus on similarity and difference and is

supported by good knowledge and a secure conclusion. Its organisation to look at a range of

features of the relationships with the Church is an effective way of conducting a comparison

and reaching a conclusion, e.g. Church reform, investiture, relationship with the clergy and

their relationship to the papacy.

This question focuses on similarity and difference. In similarity and difference questions, a

brief plan helps you to focus on the second order concept and to organise your response so

that you compare features for both similarity and difference,
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Question 5

Question 5 was the most popular question in option 2A.2 and was reasonably well answered.

Most candidates had sufficient knowledge of the Assize of Clarendon and Henry II’s other legal

reforms but fewer were able to use their knowledge to structure an answer to address the

question. Some candidates were very vague on the contents of the Assize of Clarendon and

claimed a range of legal reforms that did take place under Henry II but were not part of the

Assize. This tended to undermine judgements. Too many candidates simply listed Henry II’s legal

reforms in date sequence without coming to a sustained judgement which addressed the

question. A number of candidates lost focus on Henry’s legal reforms and spent time examining

the exchequer or actions to reduce the power of the barons. The most effective answers

possessed sufficient knowledge to substantiate a judgement in favour of the statement that the

Assize of Clarendon was the most significant reform and others argued equally clearly in favour

of e.g. the Assize of Northampton or less frequently the Inquest of Sheriffs. The defining factor in

the most successful answers was an ability to establish valid criteria by which the question could

be judged.
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This is a level 5 response which achieves level 5 in all four bullet points. The key issues are

explored and the analysis is sustained throughout the answer. The range and depth of

knowledge is excellent. Significance is thoroughly evaluated and it reaches a secure

judgement.

This question focuses on significance. To address it effectively, you need to establish the

relative importance of each factor in relation to the given factor [the Assize of Clarendon] in

order to develop a judgement on whether the given factor is most important.
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Question 6

As there were a relatively small number of answers to this question, it is more difficult to identify

common trends in candidates' answers. There were a wide range of answers to this question

ranging from level 4 and level 5 answers, which identified valid criteria by which a complete

failure in Henry II’s control of the church could be judged, to lower level answers which focused

entirely on the relationship of Henry II with Becket. The role of the papacy was not well

understood. The Compromise of Avranches and the years after Becket’s death were ignored by a

significant number of candidates. In some answers, too much time was devoted to pseudo-

psychological assessments of both Becket and Henry II, which lacked supporting evidence and in

no way informed the final judgement.

44 GCE History 9HI0 2A



GCE History 9HI0 2A 45



46 GCE History 9HI0 2A



GCE History 9HI0 2A 47



48 GCE History 9HI0 2A



GCE History 9HI0 2A 49



50 GCE History 9HI0 2A



This is a level 5 entry response. It has a heavy focus on the relationship between Henry II

and Becket but does consider the King’s attempts to extend his control over the church, e.g.

in trying to enforce the 'ancient customs' and Becket’s resistance, and considers the counter

case that Henry was largely able to retain control over his bishops, utilise the papal schism

to his advantage and exercise his rights over the coronation of Young Henry. It has a secure

conclusion with reference to some of Henry’s failed aims, e.g control over church courts,

issues of Gregorian reforms and the maintenance of control through the feudal system. If

some of these issues had been explicitly explored in the main body of the answer, it would

likely have achieved more in level 5.

Always plan answers before writing to ensure focus on the explicit wording of the question.
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Paper Summary

Key points based on the questions on this paper:

Section A questions : Continuing improvement on using the sources in combination but

candidates need to be reminded that this involves more than just identifying where the sources

are in agreement. Further work is needed on the consideration of the nature, origin and purpose

of the sources as the nature of sources 2 and 4 in particular were not fully examined.

Section B questions: Examination techniques require improvement, in particular retaining a focus

on the question, and avoiding extensive irrelevant digressions and identifying valid criteria by

which the question can be judged.

Issues of knowledge and understanding

• Sound knowledge of the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings and detailed knowledge

of the tactics employed by both sides and their influence on the course of the battle.

• Sound knowledge of the Anglo Saxon Economy and the role of the King and the legal system.

• Disappointing lack of awareness of the context of 11th century society, in particular the role

of religion and the Catholic Church.

• Reign of William Rufus and his relationship to the church not well understood.

• Further work is needed on the role of the Barons and Henry II’s family in the Great Rebellion.

• Reasonable knowledge of Henry II’s legal reforms but some confusion over their

implementation and consequences.

• Knowledge of Henry II’s relationship with the church needs to be extended beyond his

relationship with Becket.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

• Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the

focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in general

terms

• Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by

developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed

• Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources

• Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather

than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are unlikely to gain

much, if any, credit

• Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet points

that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

• Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses

generally lacked depth and sometimes range

• Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that

is required for the higher levels

• Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can

address the questions with chronological precision

• Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a list

of factors

• Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the question

requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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