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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with A
Level paper Option 2A.1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053 –
1106 and Option 2A.2: England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154 – 89.
The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by
targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity
and difference, and significance.

Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was very little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. There continues
to be an increase this year in the number of scripts that were seen that posed problems for
examiners with a lack of legibility of handwriting, some of which were almost entirely
indecipherable. Examiners are only able to give credit for what they can read. There did seem
this summer to be evidence of a greater number of candidates using the language of the
mark scheme in their responses. However, many of these responses were not doing what
they claimed to be doing and it was felt that generally this was not a very helpful approach.
There was also some evidence this summer of a number of candidates abbreviating words
that should not be abbreviated in formal written English, eg the use of gov instead of
government. This is not a development that is welcomed.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences
based on the sources. Such responses evaluated the sources thoroughly in relation to the
demands of the enquiry on the basis of both the contextual knowledge that was on offer and
through an awareness of the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It continues to be
disappointing to have to note that a number of candidates do not explicitly address the focus
of the enquiry, but rather discuss issues arising from the sources in general terms. This
question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and most candidates are now able
to deal with this reasonably well. Approaches to how it is approached do vary, but that is
perfectly acceptable, as long as it is present. Some candidates still continue to use their
contextual knowledge to describe events in great detail, rather than using it to illuminate and
to discuss the sources. This sometimes resulted in candidates not dealing with the sources
adequately. In other cases, candidates might offer up little or, on occasion, no contextual
knowledge to support their arguments and analysis. These were not always weaker
candidates; some answers were seen that were strong in bullet points 1 and 3 of the mark
scheme, but had very little that could be credited for bullet point 2. The impact of this was to
hold down the marks that were achievable in this question.

3 GCE History 9HI0 2A



In section B, it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not
always effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order
concept that was being targeted by the question. Weaker candidates either engaged in a
narrative approach that made links to the question in the conclusion or alternatively shaped
their responses analytically but lacked sufficient substance and accurate contextual
knowledge to support the arguments that they were making. It continues to be the case that
there are a number of responses that have a tendency to only deal with one side of an
argument; some of these were a sophisticated analysis of that one side, showing the links
between the issues that were raised, but it is essential that candidates acknowledge the
existence of a counter argument, where appropriate. Candidates are encouraged to ensure
that they take the most appropriate approach to answering a question. Candidates should
always aim to show the links between the issues raised, not merely to present a list of
factors. Candidates continue to need to be aware of the chronological parameters of
questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology. Equally, the evidence that is
presented should come from within the timeframe of the chronology of the question.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Option 2A.1 has a larger entry than option 2A.2 and hence the majority of candidates
answered this question. Most candidates were able to interrogate the sources and in
addressing this question very many used the sources in combination which allowed access to
level 4 and above. The question attracted a wide range of answers. There were many well-
focused answers which interrogated the sources effectively and were able to address the
reasons for Pope Paschal’s letter to Matilda of Scotland and show how this could be used in
conjunction with Eadmer’s description of how a resolution was eventually achieved. The most
successful answers were able to use their contextual knowledge of the issues surrounding
lay investiture including the Gregorian reform movement promoted by the Papacy and
supported by Anselm and the reasons the King desired to retain the practice of lay
investiture together with the importance of homage in the case of clergy who were significant
tenants of the crown. A number of the most successful answers were also able to interrogate
Source one in the context of the pressure applied by the Pope to the Queen both through the
traditional role of a queen as mitigator of the actions of a king and in recognition of Anselm’s
role in the permission for Edith/Matilda’s marriage and his own actions in crowning her as
Queen.

A significant number of candidates were impeded in being able to fully understand and
interrogate the source material by a lack of knowledge of the issue of lay investitures, some
asserting that the Pope was trying to force Henry I to undertake lay investitures while others
were under the impression that the question related to financial contributions by the English
King to the Papacy or a misconception that investiture related to the building of churches.
Some candidates were able to achieve moderate answers by focusing on their understanding
that there had been conflict between the Norman Kings and the Papacy over what they
termed “control”. However, this too frequently led to a discussion of the disputes with William
Rufus rather than focusing on the situation between Henry II and Anselm. A lack of
understanding of the issues between the church and the monarch 1100-1106 is a significant
concern.

Most candidates were able to make relevant comments about the provenance of the sources
(although too many referred to this as ‘the providence’). Many considered the relative
importance of a private letter from the Pope to Matilda of Scotland, with the purpose of
outing pressure on her to encourage her husband to submit to papal authority, in contrast to
the relatively impartial History by Eadmer. In levels 4 and 5, it is important that candidates
take note of the requirement that evaluation should use criteria that are ‘justified and
applied’. Therefore, candidates must go beyond asserting bias or impartiality and
demonstrate this with reference to evidence within the sources.
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This is a level 5 response. In particular it demonstrates a clear grasp of
the values and concerns of the 12th century society from which it
originates. It has a number of developed inferences and uses
contextual knowledge to interrogate the sources. Sources are
evaluated but the response would benefit from a more secure
judgement.
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Remember to ensure that you make a secure judgement on ‘how far’
when weighing up the sources.
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Question 2

In contrast to Question 1, the answers to this question were much more consistent with most
candidates being able to interrogate the sources effectively, identifying the focus on the role
of in the context of the Exchequer in Source 3 and the description of the work of Thomas
Becket as Chancellor in Source 4. Most answers identified the different perspectives of the
sources, identifying clearly that Source 3 focused on the chancellor in the Exchequer while
Source 4 addressed the Chancellor’s wider role in government. Many answers discussed the
nature and provenance of the sources with a clear understanding of the objective and
instructional nature of Source 3 compared to the flattering account of Becket as Chancellor in
Source 4, written after his death and suggesting veneration of Becket as a martyr. The only
problem with a generally well answered question was the tendency of some answers to
deviate from the question into a discussion of the differences between the role of the
Chancellor in contrast to that of the Justiciar.
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This is a level 5 response. The sources are used very effectively
together to distinguish between their nature and content. The
response includes a number of reasoned inferences (eg on p3 of the
response) and the candidate shows a range of ways in which can be
used. There is a securely argued judgement.
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Using contextual knowledge to interrogate the claims being made by
the writer is an excellent way of developing evaluations.
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Question 3

This question was by far the most popular in section B for Option 1. There were some
excellent thoughtful answers which set clear criteria for evaluating the contribution of both
castle building and changes in land tenure to Norman control over England 1066-87. These
answers were supported by secure knowledge and closely focused on the task set in the
question which was to reach a judgement on whether castle building was more significant
than land tenure in William I’s maintenance of control over England.

However, in spite of its popularity, this question was the least well answered in Section B. Too
many answers were characterised by very limited knowledge of the reasons for and impact
of castle building and even less understanding of changes in land tenure. Most candidates
were aware of the motte and bailey wooden castles built by the Normans and most aware of
the later rebuilding in stone. Too many answers, however, focused only on the psychological
impact of castles or their influence on trade which was sometimes asserted to be the main
purpose of castles, particularly after 1072. Although many were aware of the strategic
location of at least some castles and used the word control to describe their purpose far
fewer candidates understood the use of castles as garrisons of knights and soldiers spread
throughout the country or that siege warfare was unfamiliar to the Anglo Saxons. Some
candidates identified the growth of new towns around castles, but fewer were aware of the
destruction of parts of cities and towns to build castles eg 166 houses destroyed in Lincoln.

Many answers were able to identify that William transferred land to his followers and some
contrasted the landholding of William with the limited land held by Edward the Confessor in
comparison with the great earldoms, eg Earl Godwin. Fewer were able to explain that the
oaths sworn by the Norman tenants in chief to William confirmed the principle that he was
the ultimate source of land and power. Few candidates understood the feudal system, even
fewer mentioned servitium debitum and understood its significance in raising knights for the
King. Although better answers were able to discuss the slower introduction of the feudal
system and land disputes between William’s followers, some weaker answers asserted that
modern historians now believed the feudal system had not really existed under William I. The
impact of the changes in land tenure on the former freeholders of Anglo Saxon England and
the introduction of the manorial system and villeinage was only addressed by the most
effective answers.

It is very important that candidates take note of the question asked. Many candidates wanted
to turn this into a general significance question in which they discussed the significance of
castles against a range of factors to establish which was the most important. Therefore, a
significant number of weaker answers barely discussed changes in land tenure at all, writing
instead about the harrying of the north, forest laws, the murdrum fine and even trial by
combat instead. The requirement was only to look at two factors and to consider which was
more important, not to examine a range of factors and consider which was most important.
Taking this approach did undermine the argument of many answers.
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This is a level 5 response. It has very good own knowledge which
underpins the argument that land tenure was more significant than
building castles. There is a bit of drift in addressing the harrying of the
north but the candidate does try to tie this back to land tenure.

Top scoring answers require a tight focus on the wording of the
question.
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Question 4

There were a very limited number of answers to this question but most managed to achieve
level 4 marks with a number of level 5 answers. Answers to this question were characterised
mainly by clear analytical answers. However, some candidates encountered difficulties in
establishing valid criteria to judge how similar the problems were with some lapsing into
narrative. In general, answers focused on the problems faced by William in Normandy with
more confidence than those of Robert Curthose with a tendency in weaker answers to move
beyond the time period specified in the question to consider problems Robert later
encountered with Henry I.
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This is a level 5 response. It has a very clear focus on similarity and
difference and is supported by good knowledge and a secure
conclusion.

This question focuses on similarity and difference. In similarity and
difference questions, a brief plan helps you to focus on the second
order concept and to organise your response so that you compare
features for both similarity and difference.
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Question 5

This question was answered by far fewer candidates than Question 6 but it was in general
well answered. The strong level 4 and 5 answers were characterised by a clear understanding
of the interrelations of the various French vassals of Louis VII, also displaying a clear
understanding of the importance of the Vexin and Henry’s control over Brittany, which has
not always been demonstrated in previous years. The weaker responses tended to ignore the
time period specified by the question and wrote about the entirety of Henry II’s reign or they
spent time discussing Henry II ‘s reforms in England. A few answers lost focus on the
question and wrote general answers about how effective Henry II was as a king without any
specific focus on Henry’s control of the Angevin lands in France 1154-1172.
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This response enters level 5. It has a focus on the second order
concept – continuity and change – and supports its arguments with
good knowledge. It presents both sides of the argument and draws a
conclusion.

When looking at extent of change, it is important also to consider what
aspects stayed the same.
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Question 6

This was the most popular question in Option 2A.2.There were a wide range of answers to
this question ranging from level 4 and level 5 answers that addressed the opposition of the
barons in equal depth to their consideration of the feuds within Henry’s own family to much
weaker answers which tended to focus only on the feuds within Henry’s family. An unusual
feature of this question was a number of candidates who lost focus on the question in an
attempt to analyse the character of Henry II as the author of his own misfortunes most of
which were assertion based rather than evidenced. Stronger answers were able to address
the issue of how Henry’s actions, particularly in relation to his own family, caused the
resentment which led to the rebellion, without losing focus on the question. A number of
candidates spent too long discussing the continuing feuds within Henry’s family, considerably
beyond the parameters of the Question. This question was relatively well answered.

Many candidates attempted to turn this into a general causation question in which they
discussed the most important reason for the outbreak of the Great Rebellion. Therefore,
candidates did not weigh up which was more important between the opposition of the
barons or feuds in the family and often drew a conclusion that did not reach a judgment on
the question set, ascribing blame in the main to Louis VII or flaws in Henry’s
character/actions. The requirement was only to look at two reasons and to consider which
was more important, not to examine a range of reasons and consider which was the most
important. Taking this approach did undermine the argument of many answers.
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This is a level 5 response. It has excellent focus on the question and is
supported by secure knowledge. The slight wobble on the shrine to
Rosamund (built after her death in 1176 and therefore out of period)
does not undermine the overall quality of the answer.

This question focuses on debating the significance of two causes. To
address it effectively, you need to establish the relative importance of
each cause in order to develop a judgement on which cause is more
important. You do not need to discuss ‘main cause’.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should read the question carefully and ensure that they explicitly address the
focus of the enquiry rather than merely discussing the issues raised by the sources in
general terms
Candidates should aim to go beyond comprehension and summary of the sources by
developing reasoned inferences that are fully discussed
Candidates should read the caption and make full use of it when evaluating the sources
Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source,
rather than provide an answer to the enquiry. Long descriptions of linked events are
unlikely to gain much, if any, credit
Candidates should ensure that their responses address the demands of all three bullet
points that are assessed in this section of the paper.

Section B

Candidates must provide precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
generally lacked depth and sometimes range
Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis
that is required for the higher levels
Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision
Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely presenting a
list of factors
Candidates should ensure that they deal with both sides of an argument where the
question requires this.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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