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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this
year's A Level paper 1G, which deals with Germany and West Germany, 1918 - 89. This year's
paper proved to be accessible and well received by candidates who produced some excellent
responses. Answers were broadly in line with the indicative content in the mark scheme, but
some candidates offered information and analysis beyond that which we anticipated. In
section C the extracts offered no difficulties for the majority of candidates and provided an
accessible interpretative framework.

The advice offered to centres and candidates remains unchanged from last year.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting any of the second order concepts of
cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity/ difference and significance with a time
frame of not less than ten years. Section B offers a further choice of essays using an
extended time frame of not less than one third of that offered by the specification as a
whole. Section C contains a compulsory question which is based on two given extracts. It
assesses analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations in context (AO3). Candidates in
the main appeared to organise their time effectively, although there were some cases of
candidates not completing one of the three responses within the time allocated. Examiners
did note a number of scripts that posed some problems with the legibility of hand-writing.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

Of the three sections of Paper 1, candidates are generally more familiar with the essay
sections, and in sections A and B most candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt,
an analytical response. Stronger answers clearly understood the importance of identifying
the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the question. A minority of
candidates, often otherwise knowledgeable, wanted to focus on causes and engage in a main
factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of
the conceptual focus. Candidates in the main were able to apply their knowledge and
understanding in a manner suited to the different demands of questions in these two
sections in terms of the greater depth of knowledge required where section A questions
targeted a shorter period, as compared to the more careful selection generally required for
the section B questions covering a broader timespan.

Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument and a counter
argument within their answer; some candidates lacked sufficient treatment of these. The
generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for
awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels.
Candidates do need to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure
that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.
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In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrated a clear focus on the need to discuss
different arguments given within the two extracts, clearly recognising these as historical
interpretations. Such responses tended to offer comparative analysis of the merits of the
different views, exploring the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in the
light of the evidence offered by both the extracts, and candidates’ own contextual knowledge.
Such responses tended to avoid attempts to examine the extracts in a manner more suited
to AO2, assertions of the inferiority of an extract on the basis of it offering less factual
evidence, or a drift away from the specific demands of the question to the wider taught topic.
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Question 1

Question 1 asked candidates to consider whether the economic challenges faced by Weimar
governments, in the years 1918 - 32, were caused mainly by the impact of the Treaty of
Versailles.

This was by far the more popular question in section A and candidates were well prepared
for it. The majority of candidates were able to identify the key economic challenges facing
Weimar and relate them to the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. Typically, candidates could
provide evidence for the economic challenges caused by World War One, the 1923 crisis and
the Wall Street Crash, and link these to the terms of the Treaty.

At the top end candidates were able to offer analysis about the extent to which the Treaty
was the main cause of economic challenges and weigh this against other causes such as
external influences, political factors and the internal opposition that the regime faced. The
hallmark of answers at this level was the deployment of the criteria by which a judgement
could be reached.

At level 3 candidates were often strong on showing how the Treaty had serious economic
impacts but failed to weigh the importance of other factors, asserting an agreement with the
given factor.

Less successful candidates tended to concentrate too much on the 1923 crisis and failed to
cover the time frame, or included material that was not linked to the question such as the
various coups post-1918.
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(Section A continued)
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N / ResultsPlus
/‘-—-.". Examiner Comments

This is an example of work at level 4.

The response is quite brief but does a good job with what is there.
There is a clear and valid explanation of how the reparations
demanded by the Treaty led to the hyperinflation crisis of 1923, and a
counter argument is there about the reliance of Weimar on US finance.

The quality of the argument makes it a clear level 4 response, but it
lacks a bit of range. This response was awarded 15 marks.

ResultsPlus
\

Examiner Tip
This response is limited by the range of evidence offered. Limited
range can only mean a limited judgement. Plan to ensure that there is
a sufficient number of factors to weigh against each other, and make
sure the time frame in the question is covered.
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(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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\/ / ResultsPlus
/'--.E Examiner Comments

This is an example of work at level 5. In outline it is very similar to the
previous response at level 4.

This response has good detail and a developed analysis that considers
the extent to which the Treaty was the main cause of Weimar’s
economic challenges. The candidate successfully shows that German
economic challenges stemmed largely from the strains of war, and that
the Treaty impacted these conditions.

This response was awarded 18 marks.

¥\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

Show the examiner that you are thinking about the demands of the
question. This response is useful in showing how good, detailed

evidence still requires an evaluation to answer the question well.
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Question 2

Question 2 asked candidates to consider whether Nazi education and cultural policies were
driven mainly by racial prejudice in the years 1933 - 45. This question, although less popular
than question 1, proved to be accessible to those candidates that chose it.

The majority of candidates were able to offer a range of evidence about education and
cultural policies, although there was usually more on education. Candidates found little
trouble in identifying other drivers of policy including Hitler worship, militarism and
traditional German values.

Successful candidates were able to develop the criteria upon which a judgement could be
made and did so by looking at the Nazi goal of building a racial peoples’ community,
preparation for war and the need to instil obedience in the population. At the top end the
time frame was covered and the demands of the war years on the population were included.

At level 3 cultural policies such as art, literature and music were often missing. However, the
cultural and educational role of the Hitler Youth was often there, and this was duly rewarded.

Less successful candidates tended to offer something on education in a broad sense or
describe attacks on Jews and/or policies on women.

15 GCE History 9HIO 1G
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p / ResultsPlus

/‘-—-.'. Examiner Comments
This is an example of work at level 4. The response covers the given
factor of education and compares this to other factors of building a
peoples’ community and Hitler worship. There is sufficient material on
education, but the candidate considers culture mainly as a way of life,
although there are limited references to literature, film and
architecture. The temptation to write at length about policies affecting
women is ever present in a question on culture. This candidate does,
however, tie policies on women and the family to education and
culture.

Overall, this is a competent piece of work that was awarded 16 marks.

A ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Be clear about what the demands of the question are. ‘Cultural
policies’ or ‘culture’ refers to the arts. Social policy refers to policies that
affect life, such as the role of women, or policies affecting ethnic

minorities.
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Question 3

Question 3 asked candidates to consider whether Germans continued to favour
authoritarian government in the years 1918-45. This was by far the more popular question in
section B. Candidates generally understood ‘authoritarian’ and the majority could handle the
change and continuity demand in the question.

Successful candidates exemplified continuity either by looking at particular demographics
that continued to favour authoritarian rule such as the Catholic Church, Prussian Junkers and
industrialists; or, by looking at the general liking for order, notably by the middle class.
Change was considered by considering attitudes during periods of calm and chaos.

At the top end there were some very good answers, especially from those who saw that
Germans as a whole did not neatly fit into authoritarian/democratic stereotypes and gave a
thoughtful and nuanced analysis. Consideration of the complexities of ascertaining the
preferences of German opinion in the Third Reich, where submission to the regime was
demanded, provided good discussion and sharp argument.

At level 3 candidates sometimes lost sight of the demand for an analysis of change and
continuity and turned the question into one of similarity/difference, comparing Weimar and
the Third Reich. The war years were also often missing from mid-range responses.

Less successful candidates generally failed to offer enough material to allow them to make a
supported judgement and focussed on selected periods that prevented consideration of the
period as a whole.
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Y ‘{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This is an example of work at level 5. The strong point of the essay is
the way expressions of support for authoritarian rule and democracy
are analysed. The response is nuanced and carefully considered.

The consideration of change and continuity is not as clear as it should
be. Most of the time frame is covered, however, and change and
recurring themes are evident.

This response was awarded 19 marks.

4 \ ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Change and continuity questions should always have a clear
judgement in the conclusion about whether the period in question saw
more change, or more continuity.
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Question 4

Question 4 asked candidates to consider whether Ludwig Erhard made a more significant
contribution to the success of the FRG than other politicians in the years 1949-89.

Most candidates were able to identify factors to show how Erhard did make the most
significant contribution and formed a clear judgement on the role of other significant
politicians of the period (usually Adenauer and Brandt).

Successful candidates addressed the full span of the time frame, and offered responses that
had clear criteria by which they could make a judgement. For example, Erhard’s contribution
to the ‘'economic miracle’ was compared to the handling of the economy by Brandt and Kohl.
Most candidates argued that Erhard's role, notable as it was, was overshadowed by that of
Adenauer.

At level 3 candidates found it difficult to separate the roles of Erhard and Adenauer, although
this was sometimes (helpfully) acknowledged by the candidate. Mid-range responses tended
to be focussed almost entirely on the first two decades of the time frame, and this weakened
their ability to make a judgement.

Less successful candidates took the question as a cue to explain the ‘economic miracle’ with
substantial information on the role of Gastarbeiter.
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ﬂ( < ResultsPlus
/---.. Examiner Comments

The candidate does a good job of explaining some of the main
positives associated with Erhard, and offering a critique based on his
German opponents. The material on Erhard lays the basis for a good
comparison with Adenauer, Brandt and Kohl. There is good detail and
a good range of evidence is considered. The candidate has focussed on
some of the main features of the period to establish the criteria by
which the question can be judged, eg the economy, and relations with
the USA and the Soviet Union, as well as social policies.

This response was awarded 18 marks.

"' 'f \ ResultsPlus
\

) Examiner Tip
A good way to revise for questions on the FRG is to prepare a brief
biography on the main characters. The changing personnel will take
you through the changing political landscape of the FRG from its
foundations to the fall of the Berlin Wall.
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Question 5

Question 5 asked candidates to consider whether Hitler’s invasion of Poland was not part of
a well-thought-out-plan.

This was an accessible question. The majority of candidates were able to grasp that the
extracts offered rival interpretations concerning the reasons for Hitler’s invasion of Poland.
Candidates clearly understood that Weinberg in Extract 1 believed that it was improvised and
opportunistic, while Hauner in Extract 2 believed that Hitler's ideology meant that he was
always intent on war, and that Poland was always an early target.

Candidates usually analysed the extracts in turn and then offered some discussion of the
rival interpretations before making a final judgement. This generally achieved level 4.

At the top end candidates treated both extracts to critical analysis that developed the
strengths and weaknesses of both interpretations and found it relatively easy to provide
evidence from their own knowledge that illustrated Hitler’s willingness to wait for the
opportunity to exploit the mistakes of others, especially with regards to appeasement.
Similarly, candidates were well prepared about Hitler’s strong ideological convictions and
intentionalist arguments about these.

At mid-range candidates tended to either let their answers be driven entirely by the extracts,
or, for a minority, answers were driven by their own knowledge with not enough focus on the
interpretations in the extracts. The desire to explain what the extracts meant pulled the focus
of the response away from points of interpretation.

Less successful candidates tended to offer a paraphrase of the extracts with weak links to the
focus of the question. Some candidates still subject the extracts to AO2 analysis by discussing
their usefulness and provenance.
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M,

« {ResultsPlus

/'--.'. Examiner Comments
This is an example of work at level 4. The candidate understands that
the extracts offer different interpretations and uses them in forming a
critical analysis.

Extract 1 is considered favourably but is judged to be limited if we take
into account Hitler's intentions as expressed in Mein Kampf and the
Hossbach Memorandum. Extract 2 needs a fuller analysis to bring out
Hauner’s view that Hitler was indeed someone with a well-thought-out
plan. However, the main points are there and there is the addition of
own knowledge and a judgement.

This response meets all the criteria for level 4 and was awarded 16
marks.

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Focus your analysis on the points of interpretation in the extracts, and
bring out the way in which they contradict each other. It is also
desirable to show the analysis of one can complement the analysis of
the other once they are properly understood.
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N &{ ResultsPlus
/'--.. Examiner Comments

This is an example of work at level 5. Each of the extracts are analysed
in full. There is excellent contextual knowledge deployed, such as the
changing attitude of Chamberlain to German expansion, and the
difficulties Polish independence caused Hitler. The focus is on the rival
interpretations and the own knowledge deployed by the candidate
tests those interpretations.

Both extracts get the full treatment, and this enables the candidate to
come to a sustained judgement at the end.

V ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip
Most candidates deal with the extracts in turn and offer some
comparison and discussion towards the end of the essay. This is fine
and is the usual way to access level 4. However, if the analysis of the
first extract gets discussed in the light of the interpretation in the other
extract, as this response shows, it helps to develop the analysis and
makes the selection of own knowledge easier and more effective.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A/B responses:

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:

Candidates paying close attention to the date ranges in the question

Sufficient consideration given to the issue in the question (eg main factor), as well as some
other factors

Explain their judgement fully - this need not be in an artificial or abstract way, but
demonstrate their reasoning in relation to the concepts and topic they are writing about in
order to justify their judgements

Focus carefully on the second order concept targeted in the question

Give consideration to timing, to enable themselves to complete all three questions with
approximately the same time given over to each one

An appropriate level, in terms of depth of detail and analysis, as required by the question -
eg a realistic amount to enable a balanced and rounded answer on breadth questions

Common issues which hindered performance:

Pay little heed to the precise demands of the question, eg write about the topic without
focusing on the question, or attempt to give an answer to a question that hasn't been
asked - most frequently, this meant treating questions which targeted other second-order
concepts as causation questions

Answer a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the
question (eg looking at other causes/consequences with only limited reference to that
given in the question)

Answers which only gave a partial response, eg a very limited span of the date range, or
covered the stated cause/consequence, with no real consideration of other issues
Assertion of change, causation, sometimes with formulaic repetition of the words of the
question, with limited explanation or analysis of how exactly this was a change, cause, of
the issue within the question.

Judgement is not reached, or not explained

A lack of detail

Section C responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:
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e Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question, as opposed to
seemingly pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the
specification

e Thorough use of the extracts; this need not mean using every point they raise, but a strong
focus on these as views on the question

e A confident attempt to use the two extracts together, eg consideration of their differences,
attempts to compare their arguments, or evaluate their relative merits

e Careful use of own knowledge, eg clearly selected to relate to the issues raised within the
sources, confidently using this to examine the arguments made, and reason through these
in relation to the given question; at times, this meant selection over sheer amount of
knowledge

e Careful reading of the extracts, to ensure the meaning of individual statements and
evidence within these were used in the context of the broader arguments made by the
authors

e Attempts to see beyond the stark differences between sources, eg consideration of the
extent to which they disagreed, or attempts to reconcile their arguments

Common issues which hindered performance:

e Limited use of the extracts, or an imbalance in this, eg extensive use of one, with limited
consideration of the other

e Limited comparison or consideration of the differences between the given interpretations

e Using the extracts merely as sources of support

e Arguing one extract is superior to the other on the basis that it offers more factual
evidence to back up the claims made, without genuinely analysing the arguments offered

e Heavy use of own knowledge, or even seemingly pre-prepared arguments, without real
consideration of these related to the arguments in the sources

e Statements or evidence from the source being used in a manner contrary to that given in
the sources, eg through misinterpretation of the meaning of the arguments, or lifting of
detail without thought to the context of how it was applied within the extract

e Atendency to see the extracts as being polar opposites, again seemingly through
expectation of this, without thought to where there may be degrees of difference, or even
common ground.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html

51 GCE History 9HIO 1G



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.



